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SYLLABUS.

1. Where a number of corporations, firms, partnerships, and indl-
viduals engaged in the sale of lumber and lumber products at retafl,
systematically, on a large scale, and in bad faith—

(a) wrote and sent, and caused to be written and sent, to mall-order
concerns engaged In the same line of business, requests for esti-
mates of kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and building material
and for catalogues, printed matter, and special information in-
tended only for bona filde customers and bona fide prospective cus-
tomers;

{(b) furnished to the editor and manager of a trade journal informa-
tion tending, if published, to encourage retall dealers to make, or
cause to be made, such requests of mail-order concerns;

(o) used thelir influence with banks and others called upon by mail-
order concerns to report the identity and occupation of persons sus-
pected of making requests for informution not in good faith, to in-
duce them to fuil to muke such reports or to make misleading
reports;

(d) Induced and endeavored to induce mmnufacturers and whole-
salers of lumber and buflding materials to refrain from seiling
lumber and bullding materinls to mail-order concerns;

(e) furnished to the editor und manager of a trade jJournal the
names of manufacturers and wholesalers who sold to mall-order
concerns for the purpose of enubling him to interfere with the free
purchase of supplles by them

‘1) employed and contributed to the employnient of a detective to
secure confidential information regarding the business secrets of
mall-order concerns and the movements of thelr salesmen; and

(g) systematicully followed, and caused to be follewed, the salesmen
of muil-order concerns from place to place, with the objeet and
effeet of hindering and embarrassing themn In thelr business:

2. Where n corporation engaged In the publication of a trade journal,
held out and represented as the officlal organ of the retail lumber
and building supplles trade in certain States, und the editor and
manager of such perfodicul—

ta) urged, encournged, and suggested, throngh articles published In
suld perfodical, that retall deslers in lumber and hullding materluls
write, or cause to he written, und send to mail-order concerns, re-
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quests for estitnates of the kind, quantity, and prices of luwber
and building materials, and for catalogues, printed matter, and spe-
clal information intended only for bona fide customers and bona
fide prospective customers;

(b) urged, encouraged, and suggested, through the medium of sald
periodiecal, the clrculation of information calculated to cause dealers
in lumber and building materials to use their influcnce with banks,
credit-reporting agencles, and others, to induce them to delay in
making reports, to fail in reporting, or to make misleading reports;

(0) induced and endeavored to induce manufacturers and whole-
salers of lumber and bullding materials to refraln from and to
discontinue furnishing supples of lumber and building materials
to mail-order concerns dealing in the same, by means of actual
and lmplied threats that retall dealers should withdraw thelr
patronage: and

(d) sought to obtain, and obtained, confidential informatlon from
mall-order concerns dealing in lumber and bullding materials, rela-
tive to thelir source of supply, financial condition, Internal affairs,
and business secrets for the use and benefit of retail dealers In lum-
ber and building materials:

Held, That such acts constituted unfair methods of competition in
violation of sectlon 5 of the act of September 26, 1914,

COMPLAINT.

The Federal Trade Commission having reason to believe,
from a preliminary investigation made by it, that the Bots-
ford Lumber Co., Winona, Minn.; Hayes-Lucas Lumber Co.,
Winona, Minn.; C. M. Youmans Lumber Co., Winona,
Minn.; Wilcox Lumber Co., Detroit, Minn.; Hubbard &
Palmer Lumber Co., Garden City, Minn.; Mora Lumber Co.,
Mora, Minn.; Rudd Lumber Co., Milaca, Minn.; Koenig &
Lampert Lumber Co., Lamberton, Minn.; J. Borgerding &
Co., Melrose, Minn.; Dower Lumber Co., Wadena, Minn.;
Stenerson Bros. Lumber Co., Felton, Minn.; Johnson &
Larson Lumber Co., Atwater, Minn.; Morrison County Lum-
ber Co., Little Falls, Minn.; Nortz Lumber Co., Brecken-
ridge, Minn.; Kensington Hardware & Lumber Co.,
Kensington, Minn. ; International Lumber Co., International
Falls, Minn.; Lowry Lumber Co., Lowry, Minn.; Frank
Underwood, Eyota, Minn.; Anton Roseth, Boyd, Minn.;
Standard Lumber Co., Winona, Minn.; St. Anthony &
Dakota Elevator Co., Minneapolis, Minn. ; Atlas Lumber Co.,
Minneapolis, Minn.; J. H. Queal & Co., Minneapolis, Minn.;
Langworthy Lumber Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; Bertram-
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Wright Lumber Co., Minneapolis, Minn. ; Bovey-Shute Lum-
ber Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; S. H. Bowman Lumber Co.,
Minneapolis, Minn. ; L. P. Dolliff & Co., Minneapolis, Minn. ;
Fullerton Lumber Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; Imperial Ele-
vator Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; Mandan Mecreantile Co.,
Minneapolis, Minn.; Midland Lumber Co., Minneapolis,
Minn.; Rogers Lumber Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; H. W. Ross
Lumber Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; Superior Lumber & Coal
Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; Winnor-Torgersen Tanuber Co.,
Minneapolis, Minn.; Interior Lumber Co., Minneapolis.
Minn.; Lampert Lumber Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; Salzer
Lumber Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; John W. Tuthill Lumber
Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; Powers Elevator Co., Minneapolis,
Minn.; Libby Lumber Co., Minnecapolis, Minn.; Midland
Lumber & Coal Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; Central Lumber
Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; F. A. Bartlett & Co., Farmingdale,
S. Dak.; A. F. Clough & Co., Canova, S. Dak.; C. W. Derr,
Mitehell, S. Dak.; Hamilton Lumber Co., Britton, 8. Dak.;
Bartlett & Co., Edgemont, S. Dak.; J. J. Stehly, Hecla,
S. Dak.; C. A. Finch Lumber Co., La Moure, N. Duak.; Bond
Lumber Co., Minot, N. Duk.; Piper-Howe Lumber Co.,
Minot, N. Dak.; Crane-Johnson Lumber Co., Cooperstown,
N. Dak.; Dunham Lumber Co., Bismarck, N. Dak.; Valley
Lumber Co., Hillsboro, N. Dak.; Washburn-Merrick Lumber
Co., Bismarck, N. Dak.; Robertson Lumber Co., Grand
Forks, N. Dak.; Jones Lumber & Implement Co., Lisbon,
N. Dak.; Wisconsin Lumber Co., Des Moines, Towa ; Central
Lumber & Coal Co., Dubuque, Towa; Biddick-Holman Lum-
ber Co., Collins, Iowa; W. J. Dixon Lumber Co., Sac City,
Iowa; Eclipse Lumber Co., Clinton, Iowa; Joyce Lumber
Co., Clinton. Iowa; Floete Lumber Co., Spencer, Iowa;
Schoeneman Bros. Co., Hawarden, Iowa; M. M. Slagle &
Co., Alton, Towa; Jas. A. Smith Lumber Co., Osage, Iowa;
Smith-Hovelson Lumber Co., Sioux City, Iowa; F. I. Gard-
ner & Co., Cherokee, Iowa; C. A. Grant & Son, Rolfe, Iowa;
Jasper Lumber Co., Newton, Towa; P. Schertz & Co., Gibson
City, IlL.; Alexander Lumber Co., Chicago, Ill.; Chicago
Lumber & Coal Co., East St. Louis, Ill.; Miner & Frees,
Ridgeway, Mo.; Leidigh & Havens Lumber Co.. Kansas City,
Mo.; Noll Welty Lumber Co., Kansas City, Mo.; Chicago.
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Lumber Co. of Omaha, Omaha, Nebr.; F. H. Gilchrest Lum-
ber Co., Kearney, Nebr.; W. L. Stickel Lumber Co., Kearney,
Nebr.; Nye-Schneider-Fowler Co., Fremont, Nebr.; Walrath
& Sherwood Lumber Co., Omaha, Nebr.; Welpton Lumber
Co., Ogallala, Nebr.; L. W. Cox & Co., McCook, Nebr.;
Dierks Lumber & Coal Co., Lincoln, Nebr.; J. A. Gardner &
Co., Orleans, Nebr.; Albert Caughey, Deshler, Nebr.; S. W.
Lightner, St. Edward, Nebr.; Pawnee Lumber Co., Pawnes
City, Nebr.; H. Petersen & Sons, Dannenbrog, Nebr.;
Seward Lumber & Fuel Co., Seward, Nebr.; Westrup &
Kohler Lumber Co., Woodbine, Kans.; Humburg Lumber
Co., Bison, Kans.; G. E. Miller & Son, Stroh, Ind.; E. A.
Chapman & Bros., South Wayne, Wis.; Win. Dukelow, Wil-
ton, Wis.; C. L. Colman Lumber Co., La Crosse, Wis.; John
D. Young Co., La Crosse, Wis.; Deacon Lumber Co., Lo
Moore, Calif.; Santa Barbara Lumber Co., Santa Barbara,
Calif.; Potlatch Lumber Co., Potlatch, Idaho; Standard
Lumber Co., Moscow, Idaho; F. R. Woodbury Lumber Co.,
Spokane, Wash.; Lamb Davis Lumber Co., Leavenworth,
Wash.; Reliance Lumber & Timber Co., Seattle, Wash.; J. C.
Starkey, Pine City, Wash.; Goodridge Call Lumber Co.,
Great Falls, Mont.; A. W. Miles Lumber & Coal Co., Living-
ston, Mont.; H. M. Allen & Co., Billings, Mont. ; Gibson-Faw
Lumber & Mercantile Co., Colona, Colo.; B. S. Lewis, Nash-
ville, Tenn.; Mayhew & Isbell Lumber Co., Uvalde, Tex.;
Pioneer Lumber Co., Sheridan, Wyo.; Lumberman Publish-
ing Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; Platt B. Walker, Minneapolis,
Minn.; and Luke W. Boyce, Minneapolis, Minn., hereinafter
referred to as respondents, have been, and are, using unfair
methods of competition in interstate commerce, in violation
of the provisions of section 5 of an act of Congress approved
September 26, 1914, entitled “ An act to create a Federal
Trade Commission, to define its powers and duties, and for
other purposes,” and it appearing that a proceeding by it in
respect. thereof would be in the interest of the public, issues
this complaint, stating its charges in that respect on informa-
tion and belief as follows:

Paracrarr 1. That all of the respondents, except those
specifically named in the next succeeding two paragraphs,
are now, and for several years last past have been, engaged
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in selling, at retail, lumber and building materials in yards,
located in many towns, villages and cities, principally in the
States of Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Iowa, and Montana each operating from 1
to 100 retzail yards in said States and they are called by them-
selves, and hereinafter referred to, as regular dealers; that
each of said respondents, referred to in this paragraph, has
its principal office in the city and Stato mentioned immedi-
ately after the nnme of such respondent; that all of the re-
spondents referred to in this paragraph are corporations ex-
cept C. W, Derr, Mitchell, S. Dak.; William Dukelow, Wil-
ton, Wis.; B. S. Lewis, Nashville, Tenn.; J. J. Stehly, Hecla,
S. Dak.; J. C. Starkey, Pine City, Wash.; Albert Caughey,
Deshler, Nebr.; S. W, Lightner, St. Edward, Nebr.; Frank
Underwood, Eyota, Minn.; Anton Roseth, Boyd, Minn.;
Miner & Frees, Ridgway, Mo. (a copartnership, the mem-
bers of which are at this time unknown to the Commission) ;
Westrup & Kohler Lumber Co., Woodbine, Kans. (a copart-
rership, the members of which are at this time unknown to
the Commission) ; Humburg Lumber Co., Bison, Kans. (a co-
partnership, the members of which are at this time unknown
to the Commission); Pawnee Lumber Co., Pawnes City,
Nebr. (a copartnership, the members of which are at this
time unknown to the Commission); H. Petersen & Sons,
Dannebrog, Nebr. (a copartnership, the members of which
are at this time unknown to the Commission) ; C. A. Grant
& Son, Rolfe, Iowa (a copartnership, the members of which
are at this time unknown to the Commission), and the Jasper
Lumber Co., Newton, Iowa (a copartnership, the members
of which are at this time unknown to the Commission),
Par. 2. That the respondent, Lumberman Publishing Co.,
is a corporation organized under and by virtue of the laws
of the State of Minnesota, having its principal office and
place of business at the city of Minneapolis, in the State of
Minnesota, and is the owner and publisher of a periodical or
lumber trade paper known as the Mississippi Valley Lumber-
man, published at said city of Minneapolis, State of Minne-
sota, and generally circulated throughout the Middle West-
ern States and received and read by lumber dealers therein,
including said regular dealers and their agents and cm-
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ployees, and the respondent Platt B. Walker, residing at
Minneapolis, State of Minnesota, is the manager of said
Lumberman Publishing Co. and the editor of the said Missis-
sippi Valley Lumberman, and the said respondent, Platt B.
Walker and the Lumberman Publishing Co., hold out said
periodical to be the official organ and representative of said
regular dealers in the various States where they are located
and do business, and said regular dealers receive and accept
such trade journal as their official organ and representative.

Par. 8. That the respondent, Luke W. Boyce, residing at
Minneapolis, Minn., is a detective, doing business under the
trade name and style of “ Northern Information Bureau,”
which bureau is conducted and operated by the said Luke
W. Boyce under a plan or system of subscription contracts,
whereby subscribers are entitled to the services of said
burean, its agents and detectives, at cost, in sccuring informa-
tion desired by said subscribers, among whom are the re-
spondent Platt B. Walker and many of the respondent regu-
lar dealers.

Par. 4, That a branch or form of retail lumber trade in
the United States is carried on by so-called “mail-order
houses,” which sell, generally through the medium of mail
orders, lumber and building materials, in interstate com-
merce, direct to the consumer in nearly all of the States of
the United States; that such mail-order houses are either
manufacturers of lumber or commercial establishinents, lo-
cated in many cities of the United States; that said com-
mercial establishments generally purchase their supplies of
lumber and lumber products from the manufacturer and
wholesale dealer without the intervention of the retail
dealer, and that said mail-order houses are engaged in com-
Petition with such of said respondents who conduct retail
lumber yards for the sale at retail of lumber and building
materials,

Par. 5. That all of the respondents are, and for more than
two years last past have been, wrongfully and unlawfully
engaged in a combination or conspiracy, entered into, carried
out, and continued by said respondents with the intent, pur-
Pose, and effect of discouraging, stifling, and suppressing
competition in interstate commerce in the retail lumber and

147430°—20——35
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building material trade in the United States on the part of
said mail-order houses, and to force the ultimate consumer to
buy his required supply of lumber and building materials
from the regular and recognized retail merchants operating
retail yards where such lumber or building materials are
used, and who conduct and carry on their business after the
manner of the respondent regular dealers.

Par. 6. That such conspiracy is carried on by means of
verbal and written communications between the respondents,
by articles published in said Mississippi Valley Lumberman,
by exchange and publication of information through the
medium of said Mississippi Valley Lumberman to the var-
ious respondent regular retailers, and by means of informa-
tion procured by and through the said respondent, Luke W,
Boyece.

Par. 7. That the specific acts of the respondents, consum-
mated through and pursuant to such conspiracy, are the fol-
lowing: '

(@) Said respondents, who are regular dealers, largely
through the urging, encouragement, and suggestion of the re-
spondent, Platt B. Walker, by published articles in the Mis-
sissippi Valley Lumberman and otherwise, and acting thercon
and pursuant to such conspiracy, systematically, and on a
large scale, write and send, and cause to be written and sent,
and procure others to write and send, to said mail-order
houses, letters containing requests for statements of esti-
mates of the quantity and quality of lumber or building
material required for certain building purposes, and the
prices therefor, and also containing requests for the printed
matter, advertisements, and other special information fur-
nished bona fide customers and prospective customers by
such mail-order houses; that the writers and senders of snuch
letters have no purpose or intention of buying any lumber
or building material from such mail-order houses, but write
and send such letters to cause such mail-order houses annoy-
ance and delay in the transaction of their business and dam-
age and expense, and for the purpose, among other things,
of furnishing the information thus secured to the respond-
ent, Platt B. Walker, for publication, and said respondent,
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Platt B. Walker, does publish in said trade journal a large
amount of the information thus obtained, and thereby, and
by other means, the said respondent regular dealers ac-
quaint the said respondent, Platt B. Walker, and each other,
of their activities and participation in such scheme of mak-
ing such bogus and spurious requests of said mail-order
houses, and thus encourage the continued participation in
stch scheme on the part of the respondents, and thercby
cause an increase in the amount of such correspondence with
mail-order houses. :

(6) That the respondents, who are regular dealers, largely
through the urging, encouragenient and suggestion of the
respondent, Platt B. Walker, by published articles in the
Mississippi Valley Lumberman and otherwise, and acting
thereon and pursuant to such conspiracy, systematically urge,
and use their influence with banks, credit-reporting agencies,
and others who are called upon by said mail-order houses to
make reports as to the identity and occupation of the per-
sons from whom they receive such bogus and spurious re-
quests, to fail to make such reports or to make misleading re-
ports thercon, with the result that such mail-order houses do
not, in many cases, reccive such reports or receive mislead-
ing reports in reference thereto.

) (¢) That said respondents have endeavored to induce, and
In some instances have induced, manufacturers to refrain
from and to discontinue furnishing supplies of lumber and
building material to some of said mail-order houses, and the
said respondents, who are regular dealers, acting with said
respondents, Platt B. Walker and Luke W. Boyce, and pur-
suant to such conspiracy, have, by threats of withdrawal
or actual withdrawal of patronage, compelled certain manu-
facturers to discontinue selling to mail-order houses, and by
the well-known attitude of intolerant hostility of said regu-
lar dealers toward the competition of mail-order houses, have
deterred, and do deter, manufacturers from selling supplies
to such mail-order houses, the same being accomplished (1)
by means of information surreptitiously obtained by the re-
spondent, Luke W. Boyce, as to the names and methods of
manufacturers selling to mail-order houses and communi-
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cated by said respondent, Luke W. Boyce, to said respondent,
Platt B. Walker; (2) by means of correspondence carried
on by said respondent, Platt B. Walker, with such manufac-
turers; (3) by the publication in the Mississippi Valley Lum-
berman by said respondent, Platt B. Walker, of the names
of manufacturers who supply mail-order houses; (4) by
publication in said trade journal by said respondent, Platt B.
Walker, of articles containing direct or implied threats that
the regular dealers will withdraw their patronage from such
manufacturers if they sell to the mail-order houses; (5) by
articles published in said trade journal by the respondent,
Platt B. Walker, advising the regular dealers to withdraw
their patronage from such manufacturers; and (6) by publi-
cation in said trade journal by the respondent, Platt B.
Walker, of a false report to the effect that an investigation
had been instituted by detectives of the Northern Informa-
tion Bureau, conducted by the respondent, Luke W. Boyce,
to ascertain the names of all manufacturers selling to mail-
order houses. :

(d) That the respondents, Platt B. Walker and Luke W,
Boyce, have surreptitiously sought and obtained from em-
ployees of mail-order houses confidential information as to
the business of mail-order houses, and in particular in ref-
erence to their source of supplies, financial condition, inter-
nal affairs, and business secrets,and said respondent, Platt B.

“Walker, has published much of such information so obtained

in the Mississippi Valley Lumberman, together with nu-
merous false and disparaging statements concerning the
business methods, financial condition, and internal affairs
of such mail-order houses, for the use and benefit of the regu-
lar dealers in their competition with mail-order houses, and
such information so published is used by such regular dealers
in their competition with mail-order houses.

(e) That some of the respondents, or their employces,
acting with the respondent, Luke W. Boyce, or his agents or
employees, have followed and trailed salesmen of mail-order
houses from place to place with the object and effect of hin-
dering and embarrassing such salesmen in the making of
sales and in the transaction of their business.
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II.

And the Federal Trade Commission, further stating sepa-
rate and distinet charges in respect to the violation of said
section 5 on the part of the above-named respondents, on
information and belief alleges:

Par. 8. That with the effect of stifling and suppressing
competition in interstate commerce in the retail lumber and
building material trade in the United States on the part of
said muil-order houses, and to force the ultimate consumer
to buy his required supply of lumber and building materials
from the regular and recognized retail merchants operating
retail yards where such lumber or building materials ave
used, and who conduet and carry on their business after the
manner of the vespondent regular dealers, all of said re-
spondent regular dealers, systematically and on a large scale,
write and send, and cause to be written and sent, and procure
others to write and send, to said mail-order houses, letters
containing requests for statements of estimates of the quan-
tity and quality of Iumber or building material for certain
building purposes, and the prices therefor, and also contain-
ing requests for the printed matter, advertisements, and other
special information furnished bona fide custoniers and pros-
pective customers by such mail-order houses; that the writers
and senders of such letters have no purpose or intention of
buying_ any lumber or building material from such mail-
order houses, but write and send such letters to cause such
mail-order houses annoyance and delay in the transaction of
their business and damage and expense, and for the purpose,
among other things, of furnishing the information thus
secured to the respondent, Platt B. Walker, for publication
In the Mississippi Valley Lumberman.

Par. 9. That for the purpose of stifling and suppressing
competition in interstate commerce in the retail lumber and
building material trade in the United States on the part of
the mail-order houses, the said respondents, who ave regular
dealers, systematically and on a large scale, urge upon, and
use their influence with banks, credit reporting agencies, and
others, who are called upon by said mail-order houses to
make reports as to the identity and occupation of the persons
from whom they receive such bogus and spurious requests,
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to fail to make such veports, or make misleading reports
thereon, with the result that such mail-order houses do not,
in many cases, receive such reports, or receive misleading re-
ports in reference thereto.

Par. 10. That for the purpose of stifling and suppressing
competition in interstate commerce in the retail lumber and
building material trade in the United States on the part of
said mail-order houses, the said respondents, who are regular
dealers, have endeavored to induce, and in many instances
have induced, manufacturers to refrain from, and to discon-
tinue, furnishing supplies of lumber and building material
to some of said mail-order houses by threats of withdrawal
or actual withdrawal of patronage from such manufacturers.

Par. 11. That said respondents, who are regular dealers,
have followed and trailed salesmen of mail-order houses
with the object and effect of hindering and embarrassing
such salesmen in the making of sales and the transaction of
their business.

REPORT, FINDINGS AS TO THE FACTS, AND
ORDERS.

ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST.

It is hereby ovdered Ly the Federal Trade Commission
that each of the following named respondents in the above
entitled proceeding, signatories of a certain stipulation con-
firmed and approved by the Federal Trade Commission on
February 6, 1918, to wit:

A. W. Miles Lumber & Coal Co., Bartlett & Co., Lowry
Lumber Co., Kensington Hardware & Lumber Co., Libby
Lumber Co., Luke W. Boyce, H. M. Allen & Co., Alexander
Lumber Co., F. A, Bartlett & Co., Bertram-Wright Lumber
Co., Biddick-Holman Lumber Co., J. Borgerding & Co.,
Botsford Lumber Co., Bond Lumber Co., S. H. Bowman
Lumber Co., Bovey-Shute Lumber Co., Central Lumber &
Coal Co., A. F. Clough & Co., Crane-Johnson Lumber Co.,
Chicago Lumber Co. of Omaha, Albert Caughey, E. A.
Chapman & Bro., C. L. Colman Lumber Co, L. W,
Cox & Co., Dower Lumber Co., L. P. Dollifl & Co., C.
W. Derr, W. J. Dixon Lumber Co., William Dukelow, Dea-
con Lumber Co., Eclipse Lumber Co., Fullerton Lumber Co.,
C. A. Finch Lumber Co., Floete Lumber Co., I. I. Gardner
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& Co., C. A. Grant & Son, F. H. Gilcrest Lumber Co., Gib-
son-Faw Lumber & Mercantile Co., Hayes-Lucas Lumber
Co., Hubbard & Palmer Lumber Co., Humburg Lumber Co.,
Hamilton Lumber Co., Joyce Lumber Co., Jasper Lumber
Co., Jones Lumber & Implement Co., Johnson & Larson
Lumber Co., Koenig & Lampert Lumber Co., Lampert
Tamber Co., B. S. Lewis, Lamb-Davis Lumber Co., Lang-
worthy Lumber Co., Leidigh & Havens Lumber Co., Mora
Lumber Co., Morrison County Lumber Co., Mandan Mercan-
tile Co., Midland Lumber Co., Midland Lumber & Coal Co.,
G. E. Miller & Son, Miner & Frees, Nortz Lumber Co.,
Piper-Howe Lumber Co., H. Petersen & Sons, Pawnee Lum-
ber Co., Pioneer Lumber Co., Anton Roseth, H. W. Ross
Lumber Co., Rudd Lumber Co., Salzer Lumber Co., Stan-
dard Lumber Co. (Winona, Minn.), Standard Lumber Co.
(Moscow, Idaho), Stenerson Bros. Lumber Co., J. J.
Stehly, Schoeneman Bros. Co., F. M. Slagle & Co.,
Chicago Tumber & Coal Co., Smith-Hovelson Lumber
Co., W. L. Stickel Lumber Co., John W. Tuthill Lum-
ber Co., Frank Underwood, Valley Lumber Co., Wilcox
Lumber Co., Winnor-Torgerson Lumber Co., Wisconsin
Lumber Co., Welpton Lumber Co., Westrup & Kohler Lum-
ber Co., F. R. Woodbury Lumber Co., C. M. Youmans Lum-
ber Co., John D. Young Co., Potlatch Lumber Co., Imperial
Luamber Co., Noll-Welty Lumber Co., Dunham Lumber Co.,
Dierks Dumber & Coal Co., J. A. Gardner & Co., forever
cease and desist from—

(@) Systematically or on a large scale or in bad faith or by
subterfuge writing and sending, causing to be written and
sent, or procuring others who are not bona fide customers
or bona fide prospective customers of mail-order concerns, to
write and send to mail-order concerns requests for estimates
of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and building ma-
terial for certain building purposes and for catalogues,
printed matter, and special information intended only for
bona fide customers and bona fide prospective customers:
Provided, that nothing hercin contained shall be taken to
prohibit such requests where disclosure is made by the par-
ties making them of their connection with or their actin
for respondent so-called regular dealers, :
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(D) Furnishing to Platt B. Walker information ecalcu-
lated, or having a tendency, if published or otherwise cir-
culated, to encourage the so-called regular dealers in making
or causing to be made of mail-order concerns requests for
estimates of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and
building material for certain building purposes and for cata.
logues, printed matter, and special information intended for
bona fide customers and bona fide prospective customers.

(¢) Using their influence with banks and others who are
called upon by mail-order concerns to report the identity
and occupation of persons suspected of making requests for .
information not in good faith, to fail to make such reports
or to make misleading reports.

(d) Inducing or endeavoring to induce, by means of an
actual or threatened withdrawal of patronage, manufacturers
and wholesalers to refrain from or to discontinue furnishing
supplies of lumber and building material to mail-order
concerns.

(e) Furnishing to Platt B. Walker the names of manufac-
turers and wholesalers which sell to mail-order concerns for
the purpose of enabling him to interfere with the free pur-
chase of supplies by mail-order concerns.

(/) Employing or contributing to the employment of
Luke W. Boyce to secure confidential information regirding
the business secrets of mail-order concerns and the move-
ments of their salesmen.

(9) Systematically following or causing to be followed
the salesmen of mail-order concerns from place to place with
the object or effect of hindering and embarrassing such
salesmen in their negotiations with prospective customers in
the making of sales.

(2) Employing or using Platt B. Walker, the Mississippi
Valley Lumberman, Luke W. Boyce, or any similar agency
or agencies for any of the purposes in this order prohibited.

POWERS ELEVATOR CO.—ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST,
It is hercby ordered by the Federal Trade Commission that

the Powers Elevator Co., one of the respondents in the above-
entitled proceeding, signatory of a certain stipulation con-
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firmed and approved by the Federal Trade Commission on
February 6, 1918, forever cease and desist from—

(a) Systematically or on a large scale or in bad faith or
by subterfuge writing and sending, causing to be written and
sent, or procuring others who are not bona fide customers or
bona fide prospective customers of mail-order concerns, to
write and send to mail-order concerns, requests for estimates
of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and building ma-
terial for certain building purposes and for catalogues, printed
matter, and special information intended only for bona fide
customers and bona fide prospective customers; provided,
that nothing herein contained shall be taken to prohibit such
requests where disclosure is made by the parties making them
of their connection with or their acting for respondent.

(D) Furnishing to Platt B. Walker information calcu-
lated, or having a tendency, if published or otherwise cir-
culated, to encourage the so-called regular dealers in making
or causing to be made of mail-order concerns requests for es-
timates of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and build-
Ing material for certain building purposes and for catalogues,
printed matter, and special information intended for bona
fide customers and bona fide prospective customers.

(¢) Using its influence with banks and others who are
called upon by mail-order concerns to report the identity and
OC“-“_PRtiOH of persons suspected of making requests for infor-
mation not in good faith, to fail to make such reports or to
malke mis]euding reports.

(d) Inducing or endeavoring to induce, by means of an
actual or threatened withdrawal of patronage, manufactur-
ers and wholesalers to refrain from or to discontinue fur-
nishing supplies of lumber and building material to mail-
order concerns. '

(e) Furnishing to Platt B. Walker the names of manufac-
turers and wholesalers which sell to mail-order concerns for
the purpose of enabling him to interfere with the free pur-
chase of supplies by mail-order concerns.

() Enploying or contributing to the employment of"
Luke W, Boyce to secure confidential information regarding

the business secrets of mail-order concerns and the move-
ments of their salesmen.
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(g) Systematically following or causing to be followed
the salesmen of mail-order concerns from place to place with
the object or effect of hindering and embarrassing such sales-
men in their negotiations with prospective customers in the
making of sales.

(2) Employing or using Platt B. Walker, the Mlssxsuppl
Valley Lumbelm.m. Luke W. Boyce, or any similar agency
or agencies for any of the purposes in this order prohibited.

MAYHEW & ISBELY: LUMBER CO.—ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST,

It is hereby ordered by the IFederal Trade Commission
that the Mayhew & Isbell Lumber Co., one of the respond-
ents in the above entitled proceeding, signatory of a certain
stipulation confirmed and approved by the Federal Trade
Commission on February 6, 1918, forever cease and desist
from—

Systematically or on a large seale or in bad faith or by
subterfuge writing and sending, causing to be written and
sent, or procuring others who are not bona fide customers or
bona fide prospective customers of mail-order concerns, to
write and send to mail-order concerns, requests for estimates
of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and building
material for certain building purposes and for catalogs,
printed matter, and special information intended only for
bona fide customers and bona fide prospective customers:
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be taken to
prohibit such requests where disclosure is made by the par-
ties making them of their connection with or their action
for respondent.

ROBERTSON LUMBER CO.—ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST,

It is hereby ordered by the TFederal Trade Cominission
that the Robertson Lumber Co., one of the respondents in
the above entitled proceeding, signatory of a certain stipula-
tion confirmed and approved by the Federal Trade Commis-
sion on February 6, 1918, forever cease and desist from—

Systematically or on a lurge scale or in bad faith or by
subterfuge writing and sending, causing to be written and
sent, or procuring others who ave not bona fide customers or
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bona fide prospective customers for mail-order concerns, to
write and send to mail-order concerns, requests for estimates
of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and building
material for certain building purposes and for catalogs,
printed matter, and special information intended only for
bO_na fide customers and bona fide prospective customers:
P'I‘ov'z'd('cl, That nothing herein contained shall be taken to
P_l'Ohibit sich requests where disclosure is made by the par-
ties making them of their connection with or their acting for
respondent,

INTERIOR LUMBER CO.—ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST.

It s hereby ordered by the Federal Trade Commission
that the Interior Lumber Co., one of the respondents in the
above-entitled proceeding, signatory to a certain stipulation
made and entered into by and between it and W. T. Chant-
land and W, B. W ooden, trial counsel for the Federal Trado
Commission, at the city of Washington, D. C., on the 22d
day of March, A. D. 1918, wherein said respondent agrees
and consents that the Commission shall make and enter an
order upon such sti pulation, forever cease and desist from—

S)’stematically or on a large scale or in bad faith or by
subterfuge writing and sending, causing to be written and
sent, or Procuring others who are not bona fide customers or
bon}a fide prospective eustomers of mail-order concerns, to
write and send to mail-order concerns, requests for estimates
of th(? kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and building
material for certain building purposes and for catalogues,
printed matter, and special information intended only for
bona fide customers and bona fide prospective custumers;
P”'m‘id(’d, that nothing herein contained shall be taken to
prohibit sych requests where disclosure is made by the parties

making them of their connection with ‘or their acting for
respondent,

P, SCHERTZ & CO.—ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST,

1t 3s hereby ordered by the Federal Trade Commission that
P. Schertz & Co., one of the respondents in the above-entitled
Proceeding, signatory to a certain stipulation made and
entered into by and between such respondent and Walter B.
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Wooden, counsel for the Federal Trade Commission, at Gib-
son City, State of Illinois, on the 16th day of September,
A. D. 1918, wherein it is agreed that the Commission shall
take certain facts as the facts in the case, forever cease and
desist from—

Systematically or on a large scale or in bad faith or by
subterfuge writing and sending, causing to be written and
sent, or procuring others who are not bona fide customers
or bona fide prospective customers of mail-order concerns,
to write and send to mail-order concerns, requests for esti-
mates of the kind, guantity, and prices of lumber and build-
ing material for certain building purposes and for catalogues,
printed matter, and special information intended only for
bona fide customers and bona fide prospective customers:
Provided, that nothing hercin contained shall be taken to
prohibit such requests where disclosure is made by the parties
making them of their connection with or their acting for
respondent.

ROGERS LUMBER CO.—ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST,

It is herchy ordered by the Federal Trade Commission
that the Rogers Linnber Co., one of the respondents in the
above-entitled proceeding, signatory to a certain answer
made and filed by it herein on the 11th day of July, A, D.
1917, admitting certain of the allegations as alleged and set
forth in the complaint and denying others therein contained,
forever ccase and desist from— .

Systematically or on a large scale or in bad faith or by
subterfuge writing and sending, causing to be written and
sent, or procuring others who are not bona fide customers
or bona fide prospective customers of mail-order concerns,
to write and send to mail-order concerns requests for esti-
mates of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and build-
ing material for certain building purposes and for cata-
logues, printed matier, and special information intended
only for bona fide customers and bona fide prospective cus-
tomers; Prorided, that nothing herein contained shall be
taken to prohibit such requests where disclosure is made by
the parties making them of their connection with or their
acting for respondent.
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ATLAS LUMBER CO.—ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST.

It is hereby orderved by the Federal Trade Commission
that the Atlas Lumber Co., one of the respondents in the
above-entitled proceeding, signatory to a certain stipulation
Inade and entered into by and between such respondent and
Walter B. Wooden, counsel for the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, at Minneapolis, State of Minnesota, on the 22d day of
August, A. D. 1918, wherein it is agreed that the Commis-
sion shall take certain facts as the facts in this case, forever
cease and desist from—

Systematically or on a large scale or in bad faith or by
subterfuge writing and sending, causing to be written and
sent, or procuring others who are not bona fide customers
or bona fide prospective customers of mail-order concerns,
to write and send to mail-order concerns requests for esti-
mates of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and build-
ing material for certain building purposes and for cata-
logues, printed matter, and special information intended
only for hona fide customers and bona fide prospective cus-
tomers; Provided that nothing herein contained shall be
taken to prohibit such requests where disclosure is made by
the parties muking them of their connection with, or their
acting for, respondent.

CENTRAL LUMBER CO.—ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST,

1t is hereby ordered by the Federal Trade Commission
that the Central Lumber Co., ono of the respondents in the
above-entitled proceeding, signatory to a certain stipulation
made and entered into by and between such respondent and
V.\’ wlter B. Wooden, counsel for the Federal Trade Commis-
Ston, at Minneapolis, State of Minnesota, on the 26th day of
August, A. D. 1918, wherein it is agreed that the Commission
shall take certain facts as the facts in this case, forever cease
and desist, from—

Systemutically or on a large scale or in bad faith or by sub-
terfuge writing and sending, causing to be written and sent,
Or procuring others who are not bona fide customers or bona
fide prospective customers of mail-order concerns, to write
and send to mail-order concerns, requests for estimates of the

.
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kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and building material
for certain building purposes and for catalogues, printed
matter, and special information intended only for bona fide
customers and bona fide prospective customers: Provided,
That nothing herein contained shall be taken to prohibit such
vequests where disclosure is made by the parties making
them of their connection with or their acting for respondent.

8. W. LIGHTNER—ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST,

It is hercby ordered by the Federal Trade Commission
that S. 'W. Lightner, one of the respondents in the above-
entitled proceeding, signatory to a certain stipnlation made
and entered into by and between such respondent and Wal-
ter B. Wooden, counsel for the Federal Trade Commission,
at St. Edward, State of Nebraska, on the 17th day of Sep-
tember, A. D. 1918, wherein it is agreed that the Commi-sion
shall take certain facts as the facts in this case, forever cease
and desist from—

Systematically or on a large scale or in bad faith or by
subterfuge writing and sending, causing to be written and
sent, or procuring others who are not bona fide customers or
bona fide prospective customers of mail-order concerns, to
write and send to mail-order concerns, requests for estimates
of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and building
material for certain building purposes and for catalogues,
printed matter, and special information intended only for
bona fide customers and bona fide prospective customers:
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be taken to
prohibit such requests where disclosure is made by the
parties making them of their connection with or their acting
for respondent.

GOODRIDGE-CALL LUMBER CO.—ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST,

It is hereby ordered by the Federal Trade Commission
that the Goodridge-Call Lumber Co., one of the respondents
in the above-entitled proceeding, signatory to a certain
answer made and filed by it herein on the 11th day of July,
A. D. 1917, admitting certain of the allegations as alleged
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and set forth in the complaint and denying others therein
contained, forever cease and desist from—

Systematically or on a large scale or in bad faith or by
subterfuge writing and sending, causing to be written and
sent, or procuring others who are not bona fide customers or
bona fide prospective customers of mail-order concerns, to
write and send to mail-order concerns, requests for estimates
of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and building ma-
terial for certain building purposes and for catalogues,
printed matter, and special information intended only for
bona fide customers and bona fide prospective customers:
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be taken to
prohibit such requests where disclosure is made by the par-
ties making them of their connection with or their acting
for respondent.

SAINT ANTIIONY & DAKOTA ELEVATOR CO.—ORDER TO CEASE AND
DESIST,

1t is hereby ordered by the Federal Trade Commission
that the Saint Anthony & Dakota Elevator Co., one of the
respondents in the above-entitled proceeding, signatory to
& certain stipulation made and entered into by and between
such respondent and Walter B. Wooden, counsel for the
Federal Trade Commission, at Minneapolis, State of Minne-
sota, on the 19th day of August, A. D. 1918, wherein it is
agreed that the Commission shall take certain facts as the
Tacts in this case, forever cease and desist from—

Systematically or on a large scale or in bad faith or by
subterfuge writing and sending, causing to be written and
sent, or procuring others who are not bona fide customers or
bona fide prospective customers of mail-order concerns, to
write and send to mail-order concerns, requests for estimates
of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and building ma-
terial for certain building purposes and for ecatalogues,
brinted matter, and special information intended only for
bona fide customers and bona fide prospective customers;
P/'mw'(l('d, That nothing herein contained shall be taken to
prohibit such requests where disclosure is made by the par-
ties making them of their connection with or their acting
~ for respondent.
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PLATT B. WALKER AND LUMBERMAN PUBLISHING CO.—REPORT,
FINDINGS AS TO THE FACTIS, AND ORDER.

The Federal Trade Commission having issued and served
its complaint herein, wherein it alleged that it had reason to
believe that the said above named respondents, Platt B.
Walker and Lumberman Publishing Co. have been and ave
using unfair methods of competition in interstate commerce,
in violation of the provisions of section 5 of the act of Con-
gress approved September 26, 1914, entitled “An act to create
a Federal Trade Connnission, to define its powers and duties,
and for other purposes,” and further stating its charges in
that respect, and said respondents having made and filed
their answers to the said complaint and having further
entered into, agreed to, and signed an agreement and stipu-
lation as to the facts, and on the 4th day of January, A. D.
1918, its cause having come on for hearing before the Com-
mission and having been argued by William T. Chantland,
trial counsel for the Comunission, and Stanley IB. Houck,
counsel of record for said respondents, and on said day was
submitted to, and taken under advisement by, the Commis-
sionj now on this 26th day of March, A. D. 1918, on this
said complaint, answers, agreement and stipulation and
argument, the Commission makes its report and findings as
to facts.

FINDINGS AS TO THE FACTS,

The commission finds:

1. That the said respondent, the Lumberman Publishing
Co., 1s a corporation organized under and by virtue of the
laws of the State of Minnesota, having its principal office and
place of business at the city of Minneapolis, in the said State
of Minnesota, and is, and for many years has been, the owner
and publisher of a periodical or lumber trade journal known
as the Mississippi Valley Lumberman, published at the said
city of Minneapolis, in the said State of Minnesota, and gen-
erally circulated throughout the Middle Western States and
received and read by lumber dealers therein, including some
of the retail dealers in lumber and building materials, re-
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spondents, and their agents and employees; and the said re-
spondent, Platt B. Walker, residing at Minneapolis, State of
Minnesota, is now, and for many years has been, the manager
of said Lumberman Publishing Co. and the editor of the said
Mississippi Valley Lumberman, and the said respondents,
Platt B. Walker, and the Lumberman Publishing Co., have
for many years last past and do now hold out said periodical
to be the official organ and representative of the retail deal-
ers in lumber and building supplies in the various States
where they are located and do business.

2. That said claim, to wit, that the said Mississippi Valley
Lumberman is the official organ and representative of the
said retail dealers in lumber and building material in the
various States where they are located and do business has not
been contradicted or denied by many of the said dealers.

3. That the respondent, Luke W. Boyce, residing in the
said city of Minneapolis, in the said State of Minnesota, is,
and for several years last past has been, a detective doing
business under the trade name and style of “ Northern In-
formation Bureau,” which bureau has been and is conducted
and operated by the said Luke W. Boyce under a plan or
system of subscription contracts whereby subscribers are en-
titled to the services of said bureau, its agents, and detectives,
at cost in securing information desired by said subscribers,
among whom is the said respondent, Platt B. Walker.

4. That a branch or form of retail lumber trade in the
United States is, and for many years has been. carried on by
so-called “ mail-order houses,” which sell generally through
the medium of mail orders lumber and building materials
in interstate commerce direct to the consumer in nearly all
of the States of the United States; that such mail-order
houses are either manufacturers of lumber or commercial
establishments; that said commercial houses generally pur-
" chasa their supplies of lumber products from the manufac-
turer and wholesale dealer without the intervention of the
retail dealer and that said mail-order houses are engaged in
competition with such of said respondents as conduct retail
lumber yards for the sale at retail of lumber and building
materials,

147430°—20—86
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5. That with the intent, purpose, and effect of forcing the
ultimate consumer to buy his required supplies of lumber
and building materials from the so-called regular and recog-
nized retail merchants operating retail yards where such
lumber or building materials are used, and thereby unfairly
interfering with and preventing said mail-order houses from
operating directly with the consumer, and also thereby un-
fairly interfering with or preventing any consumer from
purchasing his required supplies of lumber and building
materials from said mail-order houses, the said Platt B.
Walker and the said Lumberman Publishing Co. have, for
more than two years last past, repeatedly, by means of
verbal and written communications between said so-called
regular and recognized retail merchants, and the Lumber-
man Publishing Co., by articles published in the said Missis-
sippi Valley Lumberman and by means of information pro-
cured through the said Luke W. Boyce, urged, encouraged,
and suggested by published articles in the said Mississippi
Valley Lumberman and otherwise, that the retail lumber
dealers systematically and on a large scale write and send,
and cause to be written and sent, and procure others to
write and send, to said mail-order houses, letters containing
requests for statements of estimates of the quality and quan-
tity of lumber and building materials required for certain
building purposes, the price therefor, and also containing re-
quests for printed matter, advertiscments, and other special
information furnished bona fide customers and prospective
customers by such mail-order houses to cause such mail-
order houses annoyance, expense, and delay in the trans-
action of their business, and for the purpose, among other
things, of furnishing the information thus secured to the
said respondent, Plutt B, Walker, for publication, and said
Platt B. Walker has published in said trade journal in-
formation thus obtained and thereby, and by other means,
the said respondent, Platt B. Walker, is acquainted with the
said activities of the retail dealers.

6. That, pursuant to the urging, encouragement, and sug-
gestions of said respondents, as aforesaid, certain of the said
retail lumber dealers wrote and sent certain letters, as afore-
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said, and the said writers and senders of said letters, as
aforesaid, had no purpose or intention of buying any lumber
or building materials from said mail-order houses; that one
of the objects of some of the said writers and senders of let-
ters, as aforesaid, was to secure information as to the busi-
hess methods, prices, terms, etc., which was or would be
useful in meeting the competition of the said mail-order con-
cerns, whereas others had as an object the harrassment and
injury of said mail-order concerns; that the said writers and
senders of such letters, as aforesaid, knew, or are charge-
able with knowledge, that the granting of, or even the con-
sideration of such requests caused the mail-order houses ex-
pense.

7. That, with the intent, purpose, and effect of forcing the
ultimate consumer to buy his required supplies of lumber
and building materials from the so-called regular and recog-
nized retail merchants operating retail yards where such
lumber or building materials are used, and thereby unfairly
interfering with and preventing said mail-order houses from
dealing directly with the consumer, and also thereby un-
fairly interfering with, or preventing any consumer from
purchasing the required supplies of lumber and building ma-
terials from said mail-order houses, said Platt B. Walker
and said Lumberman Publishing Co. have for more than
two years last past repeatedly, by means of verbal and
written comimunications between said so-called regular and
Trecognized retail merchants and the Lumberman Publishing
Co., by articles published in the said Mississippi Valley
Lllmberman, and by means of information procured from
said Luke W. Boyce, urged, encouraged, and suggested that
certain retail lumber dealers use their influence with banks,
credit reporting agencies, and others who are called upon
by said mail-order houses to make reports as to the identity
and occupation of the persons from whom they receive re-
quests, to fail to make such reports.

8. That the urging, encouragement, and suggestions of
§=ud respondents as aforesaid necessarily resulted in a delay
In the receipt, of said reports, and in some instances at least,
resulted in no reports being sent to, or received by, said
mail-order houses.
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9. That with the intent, purpose, and effect of forcing the
ultimate consumer to buy his required supplies of lumber or
building materials from the so-called regular and recognized
retail merchants operating retail yards where such lumber
or building materials are used, and thereby unfairly inter-
fering with and preventing said mail-order houses from
dealing directly with the consumer, and also thereby un-
fairly interfering with or preventing any consumer from
purchasing his required supplies of lumber or building ma-
terial from said mail-order houses, the said Platt B. Walker
and the said Lumberman Publishing Co. have for more than
two years last past repeatedly by means of verbal and writ-
ten comununications between said so-called regular and
recognized retail merchants and the Lumberman Publishing
Co., and by means of information procured from said Luke
W. Boyce, endeavored to induce, and in some instances, have
induced, manufacturers to refrain from and to discontinue
furnishing supplies of lumber and building materials to
some of said mail-order houses and by threats that the retail
dealers would withdraw their patronage, have induced man-
ufacturers to discontinue selling to mail-order houses and
have deterred and do deter manufacturers from selling sup-
plies to such mail-order houses:

(11)3 By means of information obtained from the said Luke
W. Boyce as to the names and methods of manufacturers
selling to mail-order houses;

(2) By means of correspondence carried on by said re-
spondent, Platt B. Walker, with said manufacturers;

(8) By the publication in the Mississippi Valley Lumber-
man by said respondent, Platt B. Walker, of the names of
manufacturers who supply mail-order houses;

(4) By publication, 1n said trade journal, by said re-
spondent, P’latt B. Walker, of articles containing direct or
implied threats that the regular dealers would withdraw
their patronage from said manufacturers if said manufac-
turers sold to mail-order houses.

(5) By articles published in said trade journel by the re-
spondent, Platt I3. Walker, advising the retail dealers to
withdraw their patronage from such manufacturers; and,

(6) By publication in said trade journal by the respond-
ent, the said Platt B. Walker, of a false report to the effect
that an investigation had been instituted by detectives of
the said “ Northern Information Bureau,” to ascertain the
names of all the manufacturers selling to mail-order houses.
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10. That for the purpose of publishing and disseminating
information for the use and benefit of regular dealers in the
competition of the said regular dealers with mail-order
houses, said Platt B. Walker and said Lumberman Publish-
ing Co. have sought and obtained confidential information
from mail-order houses, particularly in reference to their
sources of supplies, financial condition, internal affairs and
business secrets (1) through conference with former em-
ployees of such mail-order houses, (2) through fraternizing,
correspondence with, and solicitations by said Platt B.
Walker and said Lumberman Publishing Co., of certain
officers and employees of said mail-order houses, and (3)
through the operations of the said “ Northern Information
Bureau,” its detectives and agents.

11. That said respondents, Platt B. Walker and Lumber-
man Publishing Co., have published in the said Mississippi
Valley Lumberman information thus obtained, together with
other disparaging articles and statements concerning the
business methods of said mail-order houses, some of which
information so published was misleading and false, but
which said respondent, Platt B. Walker, at the time of said
Publication believed to be true.

12. That the activities of the said respondents, Platt B.
Walker and Lumberman Publishing Co., as aforesaid, un-
fairly interfered with or prevented the said mail-order
houses from dealing directly with the consumer and also un-
fairly interfered with or prevented consumers from purchas-
ing from mail-order houses.

13. That many of said regular retail lumber dealers have
been aware of the general manner in which, and the general
Purpose for which, the aforesaid activities of the said re-
Spondents, Platt B. Walker and Lumberman Publishing

0., were instituted, and have either actively or passively
availed themselves of some, or all, of the unfair benefits and
advantuges resultant therefrom.

CONCLUSIONS,

tl‘hat the said methods of competition set forth in the fore-
going findings of facts, and each and all of the said methods
of competition, under the circumstances therein set forth,
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constitute unfair methods of competition in interstate com-
merce in violation of the provisions of section 5 of the said
act of Congress approved September 26, 1914, entitled “ An
act to create a IFederal Trade Commission, to define its pow-
ers and duties, and for other purposes.”

PLATT B. WALKER AND LUMBERMAN PUBLISHING CO.—ORDER TO
CEASE AND DESIST.

The Federal Trade Commission, having issued and served
its complaint herein, and the said respondents, Platt B.
Walker and Lumberman Publishing Co., having made and
filed their respective answers to said complaint, and having
further entered into, agreed to, and signed an agreement or
stipulation as to the facts, and the Commission, on the said
complaint, answer, and stipulation, on the date hereof, hav-
ing made and filed a report containing its findings as to the
facts and its conclusions that the said respondents, Platt
B. Walker and Lumberman Publishing Co., have violated
section 5 of the act of Congress approved September 26,
1914, entitled “ An act to create a Federal Trade Commis-
sion, to define its powers and duties, and for other purposes,”
which said report is hereby referred to and made a part
hereof: Now, therefore, it is

Ordered, That the said respondents, Platt B. Walker and
Lumberman Publishing Co., forever cease and desist from—

1. Urging, encouraging, and suggesting, through the
medium of articles published in the Mississippi Valley Lum-
berman, a lumber trade journal, published in the city of
Minneapolis, State of Minnesota, or any other trade journal,
or newspaper, or disseminating, circulating, or imparting, in
any manner whatsoever, any information calculated, or hav-
ing a tendency, to result in any retail dealer in lumber or
building materials, systematically, or on a large scale, or in
bad faith, or by subterfuge, writing and sending, causing to
be written and sent, or procuring others, who are not bona
fide customers of any mail order concern dealing in lumber
or building materials, to write and send to any said mail
order concern requests for estimates of the kind, quantity,
and prices of lumber and building materials and for cata-
logues, printed matter, and special information intended only
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for bona fide customers and bona fide prospective customers:
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to
prevent such requests, where disclosure is made by any per-
son, firm, or corporation, making said requests, of his or its
connection with, or his or its acting for any or all of said
retail dealers.

2. Urging, encouraging, or suggesting, through the me-
dium of articles published in said Mississippi Valley Lum-
berman, or any other trade journal or newspaper, or dissemi-
nating, circulating, or imparting, in any manner whatsoever,
any information calculating, or having a tendency, to cause
any retail dealer in lumber or building materials, to use his or
its influence with banks, credit reporting agencies, or others,
who are, or may be, called upon by any mail order concern
dealing in lumber or building materials, to report as to the
iden_tity or occupation of any person suspected of making
requests, not in good faith, for information about any said
mail order concern, to delay in making, or fail to make said
reports, or to make misleading reports.

3. Inducing, or endeavoring to induce, any manufacturer,
or wholesaler, of lumber or building materials to refrain
from, or discontinue, furnishing supplies of lumber or build-
ing materials, to any mail-order concern dealing in lumber
or building materials, by means of actual or implied threats
that any retail dealer in lumber or building materials would
withdraw his or its patronage from any manufacturer or
Wholesale dealer in lumber or building materials, or by any
other means calculated to prevent said manufacturer or
Wholesaler from selling to any said mail-order concern.

4. Seeking to obtain or obtaining confidential information
from any mail-order concern dealing in lumber or building
Materials, in reference to its source of supplies, financial con-
dition, internal affairs, or business secrets, by any means
Whatsoever, for the purpose of disseminating or imparting
information for the use and benefit of any retail dealer in
lumber or building materials.

ORDER OF DISMISSAL.

.It appearing to the Commission that the Washburn-Mer-
rick Lumber Co. and J. H. Quenl & Co., respondents herein,
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had discontinued business and had no legal existence at the
time of the filing of the complaint herein, and

It further appearing to the Commission that there is not
sufficient evidence to justify further proceedings as to the In-
ternational Lumber Co., Superior Lumber & Coal Co., James
A. Smith Lumber Co., Nye-Schneider-Fowler Co., Walrath
& Sherwood Lumber Co., Seward Lumber & Fuel Co., Santa
Barbars Lumber Co., Reliance Lumber & Timber Co., and
J. C. Starkey, respondents herein: Now, therefore, it is

Ordered, That the complaint in this cause be, and the
same hereby is, dismissed, without prejudice, as to the re-
spondents Washburn-Merrick Lumber Co., J. H. Queal &
Co., International Lumber Co., Superior Lumber & Coal Co.,
James A. Smith Lumber Co., Nye-Schneider-Fowler Co.,
Whalrath & Sherwood Lumber Co., Seward Lumber & Fuel
Co., Santa Barbara Lumber Co., Reliance Lumber & Timber
Co., and J. C. Starkey.
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