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FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 
11, 

BOTSF'ORD LUMBER CO. ET AL. 

COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF THE ALLEGED VIOLATION OF SEO· 

TION li OF THE ACT OF CONGRESS, APPROVED SEPTEMBER 26, 

1111 f. 

Docket No. 11.-February 6, 1018; Mnrch 26, 1918; January 16, 1919. 

SYLLABUS. 

1. Where a number of corporations, firms, partnerships, and indi­
viduals engnged in the sale of lumber and lumber products at retall, 
systeruatlcally, on a large scale, and in bad faith-

( a) wrote and sent, and caused to be written and sent, to mall-order 
concerns engaged In the same line of buslnes8, rt>quests for esti­
mates of kind, quantity, and prices of lumbPr and building mnterhtl 
and for catalogues, prlntPd matter, and special Information in­
tended only for bona fide customers ami bonn fide prospective cus­
tomers; 

(b) furniRhed to the editor and manager of a trade journal Informa­
tion tending, If publlslted, to encourage retnll dPnlers to mnkl', o•· 
cause to be mnde, such r('Quests of mnll-order conc-prns; 

(c) used their Influence with banks nnd others cnllell upon by mall­
order concerns to report the ldl'lltlty und occupntlon of persons sus­
pected of muklng requests for lntormutlon not In good faith, to In­
duce them to full to make such n•port.s or to mnke mlsle!Hling 
reports; 

(d) lnduct>d and en<lenvorPd to lruluce mnnufncturers and whole­
salers of lumhPr 11nll bullcllng mntl'rlftls to refrnln from selling 
lumber and building matl.'rlnla to mall-order conc£>rns; 

(e.) furnished to the editor and munnger of n trn<le journal thP. 
names of manufacturers nud whoJpsalers who sold to mall-order 
<'oneerns tor the purpose of enubllng him to lntcrfl're with the free 
purcha!!C of suppllf'!! hy thc•m; 

• f) employoo and <'!llltrlhutPd to the employnwnt of a deh.>ctlve to 
st•cure cont!clentlal Information regarding the business secrets of 
mnll-ort!Pr concern!'! and the mon•mt·nts of their sulel'JJWn; lind 

(U) Hylitt•mntkully !olh>wl'd, anti caused to be ft•llowed, the ROIPSllll'll 
ot nutll-ordl't' cont·l'rns f1·om plaee to plnee, with the ob]l>et nnd 
f'ffi'C't of hlndPrlng ami l'lllbnrrn.~,.;lug thPm In th£>1r l.luslnt•,;s: 

2. Wher!• n t•o•·porutlon engngf'tl In the puhll<"ntlon of a trade joul'llul, 
Jwlcl out nnd r£>prPst•utPcl ns the otfielal orgun of the rl'tnll lumbt>r 
und hulltllul{ suppllt•s trncle In certnlo Stutt'll, unci the l'<lltor and 
munng«'r of 1rud1 lll'l'lodlc-ul-

' a) urgl'tl, !'11Courug£>ll, nne! HuggpstPcl, thl'(mJ,.>11 111"lld('s puhllshecl In 
f'ultl l"'rlodi<'ul, thut retail dt·nh•rs In lumlwr nrul lllllltllng utnterluls 
wrltl', or cnusl' to t.e wrltt••Jl, 11111! SI'Jul to nJull-ordt•r C•)JWl'rns, t·e-
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quests for estimntes of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber 
and building rnaterlltls, and for catalogues, printed matter, and spe­
cial Information Intended only for bona fide customers and bona 
fide prospective customers; 

(b) urged, encouraged, and suggested, through the mroium of snlcl 
periodical, the circulation of information calculated to cause dealers 
In lumber and building materials to use their Influence with banks, 
crecllt-reportlng ngeneles, nnd others, to Induce them to delay In 
making reports, to fall In reporting, or to make ml~lendlng reports; 

(o) Induced and endeavored to Induce manufacturers and whole­
salers of lumber and building mat!'rluls to refrain from and to 
discontinue furnishing supplies of lumber and bulldlng materials 
to mall-order concerns dealing in the same, by means of actual 
and implied threats that retail dealers should withdraw their 
patronage ; and 

(d) sought to obtain, and obtained, confl!lentlal Information from 
mall-order concerns dealing In lumber and building materials, rela­
tive to their source of supply, financial condition, Internal affairs, 
and business secrets for the use and benefit of retail dealers ln lum­
ber and bulldlng materials: 

Held, That such acts constituted unfair methods of competition ln 
violation of section ri of the act of September 26, 1914. 

COMPLAINT. 

The Federal Trade Commission having renson to believe, 
:from a preliminary investigation made by it, that the Bots­
ford Lumber Co., Winona, Minn.; Hayes-Lucas Lumber Co., 
Winona, Minn.; C. M. Youmans Lumber Co., Winona, 
Minn.; Wilcox Lumber Co., Detroit, Minn.; Hubbard & 
Palmer Lumber Co., Garden City, Minn.; Mora Lumber Co., 
Mora, Minn.; Rudd Lumber Co., Milaca, Minn.; Koenig & 
Lampert Lumber Co., Lamberton, Minn.; J. Borgerding & 
Co., Melrose, Minn.; Dower Lumber Co., Wadena, Minn.; 
Stenerson Bros. Lumber Co., Felton, Minn.; Johnson & 
Larson Lumber Co., Atwater, Minn.; Morrison County Lum­
ber Co., Little Falls, Minn.; Nortz Lumber Co., Brecken­
ridge, Minn.; Kensington Hardwt\re & Lumber Co., 
Kensington, Minn.; International Lumber Co., Intemational 
Falls, Minn.; Lowry Lumber Co., Lowry, Minn.; Frank 
Underwood, Eyota, Minn.; Anton Roseth, Boyd, Minn.; 
Standard Lumber Co., Winona, Minn.; St. Anthony & 
Dakota Elevator Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; Atlas Lumber Co., 
Minneapolis, Minn.; J. H. Queal & Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; 
Langworthy Lumber Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; Bertram-
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Wright Lumlter Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; BoYey-Shute Lum­
ber Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; S. H. Bowman Lumber Co., 
Minneapolis, Minn.; L. P. Dolliff & Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; 
Fullerton Lumber Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; Imperial Ele­
vator Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; Mandan Mercantile Co., 
Minneapolis, Minn.; 1\lidland Lumber Co., ~IinneapoliR, 
Minn.; Hogers Lumber Co., Minneapoli~, Minn.; H. W. Ros,;; 
Lumber Co., Minnenpolis, .Minn.; Superior Lm11ber & Co1tl 
Co., Minnt>apolis, Minn.; "Winnor-Torgersen Lumber Co., 
Minneapolis, .Minn.; Int~rior Lumber Co., Minneapolis. 
Minn.; LumpPit Lumber Co., Minneapolis, ~linn.; Salzer 
Lumber Co., ~Iinnenpolis, Minn.; ,John W. Tuthill Lumber 
Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; PowPrs Elevator Co., ~finnenpolis, 
~linn.; Libby Lumber Co., l\Iimwapolis, 1\Iinn.; Mid1and 
LumlJPr & Coal Co., Minneapolis, 1\Iinn.; Central Lumber 
Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; F. A. Bartlett & Co., Farminwlale, 
S. Dak.; A. F. Clough & Co., Canova, S. Dak.; C. W. Derr, 
.Mitchell, S. Dak.; Hamilton Lumber Co., Britton, S. Dak.; 
Bartlett & Co., Edgemont, S. Dak.; .T. J. Stehly, H!'cla, 
S. Duk.; C. A. Finch Lumber Co., La Moure, ~. Dak.; Bond 
Lumber Co., Minot, N. I>ak.; Piper-Howe Lumber Co., 
Minot, N. Dak.; Crnne-.Johnson Lumber Co., Cooperstown, 
N. Dak.; Dunhnm Lumber Co., Bismarck, N. Dak.; Vnlley 
Lumber Co., Hillsboro, N. Duk.; Wnshlmrn-Merrick Lumber 
Co., Bismnrck, N. Dnk.; Roht•rtson Lumber Co., Grnnd 
Forl<s, N. Dak.; .Tmws Lumber & Implement Co., Lisbon, 
N. Dak.; Wiscon~in Lumber Co., De's Moines, Iowa; Central 
Lumber & Coal Co., Dubuque. Iown; Biddick-Holman Lum­
ber Co., Collins, Iowa; W. J. Dixon Luml)('r Co., Sac City, 
Iowa; Eclipse Lumber Co., Clinton, Iowa; ,Joyce Lumber 
Co., Clinton. Iowa; Floete Lnmher Co., Spencer, Iown; 
Sehoenemnn Bros. Co., lh. wurd('n, Iowa; .M. M. Slu~le & 
Co., Alton, Iowa; Jns. A. Smith Lumber Co., Osage, Iowa; 
Smith- Hovelson Lumber Co., Sioux City, I own; F. I. Gard­
ner & Co., Cherokee, Iowa; C. A. Grnnt & Son, Rolfe, Iowa; 
Jasper Lumber Co., Newton, lown; P. Schertz & Co., Gibson 
City, Ill.; Alexnndf:'r Lumber Co., Chicago, Ill.; Chi<·ago 
Lumbl'r & Coal Co., Enst St. Louis, 111.; Miner & Frees, 
RiJgeway, Mo.; Leid igh & Hn \·ens Lumber Co .. Kansas City, 
l\lo.; Noll Welty Lumber Co., 1\ansus City, Mo.; Chiengo. 
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Lumber Co. of Omaha, Omaha, Nebr.; F. H. Gilchrest Lum­
ber Co., Kearney, Nebr.; W. L. Stickel Lumber Co., Kearney t 
Nebr.; Nye-Schneider-Fowler Co., Fremont, Nebr.; Walrath 
& Sherwood Lumber Co., Omaha, Nebr.; Welpton Lumber 
Co., Ogallala, Nebr.; L. W. Cox & Co., McCook, Nebr.; 
Dierks Lumber & Coal Co., Lincoln, Nebr.; J. A. Gardner & 
Co., Orleans, Nebr.; Albert Caughey, Deshler, Nebr.; S. W. 
Lightner, St. Edwurd, Nebr.; Pawnee Lumber Co., Pawnee 
City, Nebr.; H. Petersen & Sons, Dannenbrog, Nebr.; 
Seward Lumber & Fuel Co., Seward, Nebr.; Westrup & 
Kohler Lumber Co., Woodbine, Kans.; Humburg I .. umber 
Co., Bison, Kans.; G. E. Miller & Son, Stroh, Ind.; E. A. 
Chapman & Bros., South Wayne, Wis.; Wm. Dukelow, Wil­
ton, Wis.; C. L. Colman Lumber Co., La Crosse, Wis.; John 
D. Young Co., La Crosse, Wis.; Deacon Lumber Co., Le 
Moore, Calif.; Santa Barbara Lumber Co., Santa Barbara, 
Calif.; Potlatch Lumber Co., Potlatch, Iduho; Standard 
Lumber Co., Moscow, Idaho; F. R. Woodbury Lumber Co., 
Spokane, ·wash.; Lamb Davis Lumber Co., Leavenworth, 
Wash.; Reliance Lumber & Timber Co., Seattle, Wash.; J. C. 
Starkey, Pine City, Wash.; Goodrid~e Call Lumber Co., 
Great Falls, Mont.; A. W. Miles Lumber & Coal Co., Living­
ston, Mont.; H. M. Allen & Co., Billings, Mont.; Gibson-Faw 
Lumber & Mercantile Co., Colona, Colo.; B. S. Lewis, Nash­
ville, Tenn.; Mayhew & Isbell Lumber Co., Uvalde, Tex.; 
Pioneer Lumber Co., Sheridan, Wyo.; Lumberman Publish­
ing Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; Platt B. Walker, Minneapolis, 
Minn.; and Luke W. Boyce, Minneapolis, Minn., hereinafter 
referred to as respondents, have been, and are, using unfair 
methods of competition in interstate commerce, in violation 
of the provisions of section 5 of an act of Congress approved 
September 26, 1914, entitled "An act to create a Federal 
Trade Commission, to define its powers and duties, and for 
other purposes," and it appearing that a proceeding by it in 
respect thereof would be in the interest of the public, issues 
this complaint, stating its charges in that respect on informa­
tion and belief as follows: 

P ARAGRAPJI 1. That all of the respondents, except those 
specifically named in the next succeeding two paragraphs,. 
are now, and for several years last past have been, engaged 

• 
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in selling, at retail, lumber and building materials in yards, 
locat.ed in many towns, villages and cities, principally in the 
States of Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Iowa, and Montana each operating from 1 
to 100 retail yards in said States and they are called by them­
selves, and hereinafter referred to, as regular dealers; that 
each of said respondents, referred to in this paragraph, hns 
its principal office in the city and Stato mentioned immedi­
ately after the n~tme of such respondent; that all of the re­
spondents referred to in this paragraph are corporations ex­
cept C. W. Derr, Mitchell, S. Dak.; William Dukelow, Wil­
ton, Wis.; B. S. Lewis, Nashville, Tenn.; J. J. Stehly, Hecla, 
S. Dak.; J. C. Starkey, Pine City, Wash.; Albert Caughey, 
Deshler, Nebr.; S. W. Lightner, St. Edward, Nebr.; Frank 
Underwood, Eyota, Minn.; Anton Roseth, Boyd, Minn.; 
Miner & Frees, Ridgway, Mo. (a copartnership, the mem­
bers of which are at this time unknown to the Commission); 
Westrup & Kohler Lumber Co., Woodbine, Kans. (a copart­
r.ership, the members of which are at this time unknown to 
the Commission) ; Humburg Lum her Co., Bison, Kans. (a co­
partnership, the members of which are at this time unknown 
to the Commission); Pawnee Lumber Co., Pawnee City, 
Nebr. (a copartnership, the members of which are at this 
time unknown to the Commission); H. Petersen & Sons, 
Dannebrog, Nebr. (a copartnership, the members of which 
are at this time unknown to the Commission); C. A. Grant 
& Son, Rolfe, Iowa (a copartnership, the members of which 
are at this time unknown to the Commission), and the Jasper 
Lumber Co., Newton, Iowa (a copartnership, the members 
of which are at this time unknown to the Commission). 

PAn. 2. That the respondent, Lumberman Publishing Co., 
is a corpomtion organized under and by virtue of the laws 
of the State of Minnesota, having its principal office and 
plnce of business at the city of Minneapolis, in the State of 
Minnesota, and is the owner and publisher of a periodical or 
lumber trade paper known as the Mississippi Valley Lumber­
man, pnblished at said city of Minneapolis, Stnte of Minne­
sota, and generally circulated throughout the Middle West­
ern States and received and read by lumber dealers therein, 
including said regular det\lct·s and their ngents and em-
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ployees, and the respondent Platt B. Walker, residing at 
.Minneapolis, State of Minnesota, is the manager of said 
Lumberman Publishing Co. and the editor of the said Missis­
sippi Valley Lumberman, aud the said respondent, Platt B. 
Walker and the Lumberman Publishing Co., hold out said 
periodical to be the official organ and representative of said 
regular dealers in the various States where they are located 
and do business, and said regular dealers receive and accept 
such trade journal as their ollicial organ and representative. 

PAn. 3. That the respondent, Luke W. Boyce, residing at 
Minneapolis, Minn., is a detective, doing business under the 
trade name and style of "Northern Information Bureau,'' 
which bureau is conducted and operated by the said Luke 
"\V. Boyce under a plan or system of subscription contracts, 
whereby subscribers are entitled to the services of said 
bureau, its agents and detectives, at cost, in securing informa­
tion desired by said subscribers, among whom are the re­
spondent Platt B. ·walker and many of the respondent regu­
lar dealers. 

PAit 4. That. a branch or form of retail lumber trade in 
the United States is carried on by so-called "mail-order 
houses," which sell, generally through the medium of mail 
orders, lumber and building materials, in interstate com­
merce, direct to the consumer in nearly all of the States of 
the United States; that such mail-order houses are either 
manufacturers of lumber or commercial establishments, lo­
cated in many cities of the United States; that said com­
mercial establishments gpnerully purchase their supplies of 
lmuber and lumber products from the manufacturer and 
wholeKale dealer without the intervention of the retail 
dealer, and that said mail-order houses are engaged in com­
petition with sneh of said respondents who conduct retail 
lumber yards for the sale at retail of lumber and building 
materials. 

PAtt. 5. That all of the respondents are, and for more than 
two Years last past have been, wrongfully and unlawfully 
engaged in a combination or conspiracy, entered into, carried 
out, and continued by said respondents with the intent, pur­
pose, and effect of discoumging, stifling, and suppressing 
competition in interstate commerce in the retail lumber and 

1474~0°-20-5 
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building material trade in the United States on the part of 
said mail-order houses, and to force the ultimate consumer to 
buy his required supply of lumber and building materials 
from the regular and recognized retail merchants operating 
retail yards where such lumber or building materials are 
used, and who conduct and carry on their business after the 
mam1er of the respondent regular dealers. 

PAR. 6. That such conspiracy is carried on by means of 
verbal and written communications between the respondents, 
by articles published in said Mississippi Valley Lumberman, 
by exchange and publication of information through the 
medium of said Mississippi Valley Lumberman to the var­
ious respondent regular retailers, and by means of informa­
tion procured by and through the said responlleut, Luke W. 
Boyce. 

PAR. 7. That the specific acts of the respon1lents, consum­
mated through and pursuant to such conspiracy, are the fol­
lowing: 

(a) Said respondents, who are regular dealers, largely 
through the urging, encouragement, and suggestion of the re­
spondent, Platt B. Walker, by published article..-; in the Mis­
sissippi Valley Lumberman and otherwise, aiHl ading thereon 
and pursuant to such conspiracy, systematically, and on a 
large scale, write and send, and cause to be written and sent, 
and procure others to write and send, to said mail-order 
houses, letters containing requests for statmnents of esti­
mates of the quantity and qnnJity of lnmhrr or lmilding 
material required for certain building purpos(•s, and the 
priees therefor, and also containing requests for the printr1l 
lllntter, advertise~uents, and other special information fur­
nished bona fide customers and prospeeti ve customers by 
such mail-order housC's; that tho writers and senders of such 
letters have no purpose or intention of buying any lumber 
or building materittl from such mail-order houses, but write 
and send such letters to cause sueh mail-order houses annoy­
ance and delay in tho transaction of their business and dam­
age and expense, and for the purpose, among other things, 
of furnishing the information thus secured to the rrspond­
ent, Platt B. \V u1ker, for publication, and said respondent, 
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Platt B. Walker, does publi~h in said trade journal a large 
amount of the i1~formntion thus obtained, and thereby, and 
by other means, the said respondent regular dealers ae~ 
quaint the said r~sponclent, Platt B. ·walker, and each other, 
of their activities and participation in such scheme of mak­
ing such bogus and spurious requests of said mail-order 
houses, and thus encourage the continnetl participation in 
s::ch scheme on the part of the respondents, and thereby 
cause an increase in the amount of such corre~pondencc with 
mail-order houses. 

(b) That the respondents, who arc regular dealers, largely 
through the urging, encouragement and suggestion of the 
respondent, Platt B. Walker, by published articles in the 
Mississippi Valley Lumberman and otherwise, and acting 
thereon and pursuant to such conspiracy, syHtematically urge, 
and use their influence with banks, credit-reporting agencies, 
and others who are called upon by said mail-order houses to 
make reports as to the identity and occupation of the per­
sons from whom they receive such bogus and spurious re­
quests, to fail to make such reports or to make misleading re­
ports thereon, with the result that such mail-order houses do 
not, in many cases, receive such reports or receive mislead­
ing reports in reference thereto. 

(c) That said respondents have endeavored to induce, and 
in some instances have induced, manufacturers to refrain 
from and to discontinue furnishing supplies of lumber and 
building material to some of said mail-order houses, and the 
said respondents, who arc regular dealers, acting with said 
respondents, Platt B. ·walker and Luke ·w. Boyce, and pur­
suant to such conspiracy, have, by threats of withdrawal 
or actual withdrn.wal of patronage, compelled certain manu­
facturers to discontinue selling to mail-order houses, and by 
the well-known attitude of intolerant hostility of said regu­
lar dealers tow:trd the competition of mail-order houses, have 
deterred, and do deter, manufacturers from selling supplies 
to such mail-order houses, the same being accomplished (1) 
by mettns of information surreptitiously obtained by the re­
spondent, Luke vV. Boyce, as to the names and methods of 
1uanufacturcrs selling to mail-order houses and communi-
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catcd by said respondent, Luke W. Boyce, to said respondent, 
Platt ll. ·walker; ( 2) by means of conesponclence carried 
on by said respondent, Platt B. ·walker, with such manufac­
turers; (3) by the publication in the Mississippi Valley Lum­
berman by said respondent, Platt B. \Valker, of the names 
of manufacturers who supply mail-order houses; (4) by 
publication in said trade journal by said respondent, Platt B. 
Walker, of articles containing direct or implied threats that 
the regular dealers will withdraw their patronage from such 
manufaetun~rs if they sell to the mail-order houses; ( 5) by 
articles published in said trade journal by the respondent, 
Platt D. Walker, advising the regular dealers to withdraw 
their patronagl\ from such lllanufacturers; and (G) by publi­
cation in said trade journal by the respondent, Platt B. 
Walker, of a false report to the effect that an investigation 
had been in~->tituted by detectives of the Northern Informa­
tion Bureau, conducted by the respondent, Luke \V. Boyce, 
to ascerl ain the names of all manufacturers selling to mail­
order houses. 

(d) That the respondents, Platt B. Walker and Luke W. 
Boyce, have surreptitiously sought and obtained from em­
ployees of mail-order houses confidential information as to 
the business of mail-order houses, and in particular in ref­
erence to their source of supplies, financial condition, inter­
nal u1l'airs, and business secrets, and said respondent, Platt B. 
Walker, has published much of such information so obtained 
in the Mississippi Valley Lumberman, together with nu­
merous fabl' and dispamging statements concerning the 
business methods, financial condition, and internal affairs 
of such mail-order houses, for the use and benefit of the regu­
lar dealers in their eompetition with mail-order houses, and 
such information so published is used by such regular dealers 
in their competition with mail-order houses. 

(e) That some of the respondents, or their employees, 
acting with the respondent, Luke W. Boyce, or his agents or 
employees, have followed and trailed sa](~smen of mail-order 
houses from place to place with the object and effect of hin­
dering and embarrassing such salesmen in the making of 
sale::; and in the transaction of their business. 
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II. 

And the Felleral Trade Commission, further stating sepa­
rate and distinct charges in respect to the violation of said 
section 5 on the part of the above-named respondents, on 
information and belief alleges: 

PAR. 8. That with the effcct of stifling and suppressing 
competition in interstate commerce in the retail lumber and 
building material trade in the United States on the part of 
said mail-order houses, and to force the ultimate consumer 
to buy his required supply of lumber and building materials 
from the regular aml recognized retail merchants operating 
retail yards where such lumber or building materials are 
used, and who conduct and carry on tlwir husinPss after the 
manner of the respolHlent regular dealers, all of said re­
spondent regular dealers, ~;ystematically ancl on a large scale, 
write and send, and cause to be written and sent, and procure 
others to write and send, to said mail-order houses, lPtters 
containing requests for statements of estimates of the quan­
tity and quality of lumber or buihling material for c<.'rtain 
building pmposes, and the prices therefor, and also contain­
ing requests for the printed matter, ad vertis<.'ments, and other 
special information fnrnishe<l bona fide customers and pros­
pective customers by such mail-order houses; that the writers 
and senders of such letters have no purpose or intention o£ 
buying any lumber or building lWtterial from such mail­
order houses, but write and semi such letters to cause such 
mail-order houses annoyance and delay in the transaction of 
their business and damnge awl cxpPnse, and fot· the purpose, 
among other things, of furnishing the information thus 
secured to the respondent, J>Iatt D. 'Vallwr, foe puhlieation 
in the Mississippi Valley Lumberman. 

PAR. 9. That for the purpose of stifling nnd !-:UpprPssing 
competition in interstate c·ommerce in the retail lumbPr and 
building material trade in the United States on the part of 
the mail-order houses, the said respondents, who nrc rpgular 
dealer:;;, systematically and on a huge scale, urge upon, and 
Use their influpnce with banks, credit reporting agencies, aml 
others, who are called upon by said mail-order houses to 
make reports as to the identity and occupation of the persons 
from whom they recei\·e such bogus and spurious requtlsts, 
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to fail to make such repol'ls, or make mislealling reports 
thereon, with the result that such mail-order houses do not, 
in many cases, receive such reports, or receive misleading re­
ports in referenee thereto. 

PAR. 10. That for the purpose of stifling and suppressing 
competition in interstate commerce in the retail lumber aml 
building material trade in the United States on the part of 
.said mnil-onlrr houses, the said respomlents, who are regular 
dealers, ha,·e etHlcan>red to induce, and in many instances 
have imlucr<l, manufacturers to refrain from, and to discon­
tinue, furnishing s11pplies of lumber and building material 
to some of said mail-order housC's by threats of withdrawal 
or actual '"it.hdrawal of patronage from such manufacturers. 

PAn. 11. That said respondents, who are rC'gnlar dealers, 
have followl'Cl and trailed salesmen of mail-order houses 
with the ohjPct and effect of hindering and embarrassing 
such salesmen in the making of sales and the transaction of 
theit· businPss. 

REPOHT, FINDINGS AS TO THE FACTS, AND 
OHDERS. 

Olli>Ell TO CE.\SE AND DESIST. 

It is lwrf'UY ordered Ly the Federal Trade Commission 
that each of the following nameJ respondents in the above 
entitled proePeding. signatories of a CPrtain stipulation con­
fimte<l and npproveJ by the Federal Trade Commission on 
F<~brunry o, HilS. to wit: 

A. W. :Miks Lumber & Coal Co., Bartlett & Co., Lowry 
Lumber Co., 1\PB:-;ington Hardware & Lumber Co., Libby 
Lumber Co., Luke W. Boyce, II. M. Allen & Co., Alexan(ler 
J .. ullllJer Co., F. A. Bartlett & Co., Bertram-'Vright Lumoer 
Co., Biddick-Ilolman Lumber Co., J. Borgerding & Co., 
Botsford Lumber Co., Bond Lumber Co., S. H. Bowman 
Lumber Co., Hovey-Shute Lumber Co .• Central Lumber & 
Coal Co., A. F. Clough & Co., Crane-.Tohnson Lumber Co., 
Chicago Lumber Co. of Omahu, Albert Caughey, E. A. 
Chapman & Bro., C. L. Colman LnmbN· Co., L. ,V. 
Cox & Co., Dower Lmnlwr Co., L. P. Doll iff & Co., C. 
,V. Dt'tT, ,V. J. Dixon Lumber Co., ·william Dukelow, Dea­
con Lumber Co., Edip"'e Lutnher Co., Fulh•rton Lumber Co., 
C. A. Finch Lum!Jer Co., Floete LumLer Co., F. I. Ganl11er 
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& Co., C. A. Grant & Son, F. H. Gilcrest Lumber Co., Gib­
son-Faw Lumber & Mercantile Co., Hayes-Lucas Lumber 
Co., Hubbard & Palmer Lumber Co., Humburg Lumber Co., 
Hamilton Lumber Co., Joyce Lumber Co., Jasper Lumber 
Co., Jones Lurnbor & Implement Co., Johnson & Larson 
Lumber Co., Koenig & Lan1pert Lumber Co., Lampert 
Lumber Co., B. S. Lewis, Lamb-Davis Lumber Co., Lang­
worthy Lumber Co., Leitligh & Havens Lumber Co., Mont 
Lumber Co., :Morrison County Lumber Co., Mandan Mercan­
tile Co., Midland Lumber Co., MiLlland Lumber & Coal Co., 

. 0. E. Miller & Son, Miner & FrePs, Nortz Lumber Co., 
Piper-Howe Lumber Co., H. Petersen & Sons, Pawnee Lmn­
Ler Co., Pioneer Lumber Co., Anton Roseth, H. 1V. Ross 
Lumber Co., Rudel Lumber Co., Salzer Lnmher Co., Stan­
dard Lumber Co. (Winona, Minn.), Standard Lumber Co. 
(Moscow, Idaho), Stenerson Bros. Lumber Co., J. J. 
Stehly, Schocnpman Bros. Co., F. l\1. Slagle & Co., 
Chicago Lnmher & Coal Co., Smith-Hovelson Lumber 
Co., W. L. Stickel Lumber Co., John W. Tuthill Lum­
ber Co., Frank Underwood, Valley Lumber Co., ·wilcox 
Lumber Co., 'Vinnor-Torgerson Lumber Co., 'Visconsin 
Lumber Co., Welpton Lumber Co., Westrup & Kohler Lum­
ber Co., F. R. Woodbury Lumber Co., C. M. Youmans Lum­
ber Co., John D. Young Co., Potlatch Lumber Co., Imperial 
Lnmher Co., Noll-\Veltv Lumber Co., Dunham Lumber Co., 
Dierks Dumber & Coai Co., J. A. Gardner & Co., forever 
cease and desist from-

( a) Systematically or on a large scale or in bad faith or by 
subterfuge writing and sending, causing to be written and 
sent, or procuring others who are not bona fide customers 
or bona fide pro~;pective customers of mail-order concPrns, to 
write and send to mail-order concerns requests for estimates 
of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and building ma­
terial for certain building purposes and for catalogues, 
printed matter, and special information intended only for 
bona fide customers and bona fide prospe.ctive customers: 
Pr01;ided, that nothing herein contained shall be taken to 
prohibit such requests where disclosure is made by the par­
tics making them of tlwir connection with or their acting 
for respondent so-called regular dealers. 
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(b) Furnishing to Platt I3. Walker information calcu­
lated, or having a tendency, if publiMhed or otherwise cir­
culated, to encourage the so-called regular dealers in making 
or causing to be made of mail-order concerns requests for 
CMtimates of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and 
lm i lding material for certain building purposes and for cat a· 
logues, printed matter, and special information intended for 
bonn fide customers and bona fide prospective eustomers. 

(c) Using their influence with banks and others who are 
called upon by mail-order concerns to report the identity 
and occupation of persons suspected of making requests for 
information not in good faith, to fail to make such repolts 
or to make misleading reports. 

(d) Inllucing or endeavoring to induce, by means of an 
adual or threatened withdrawal of patronage, manufacturers 
and wholesalers to refrain from or to discontinue furnishing 
supplies of lumber and building material to mail-onler 
concerns. 

(e) Furnishing to Platt B. Walker the names of manufac­
turei·s and wholesalers which sell to mail-order concerns for 
the purpose of enabling him to interfere with the free pur­
chase of supplies by mail-order concerns. 

(f) Employing or contributing to the employment of 
Luke "\V. Boyce to secure confidential information reg:mling 
the business secrets of mail-order concerns and the move­
ments of their salesmen. 

(g) Systematically following or causing to be followed 
the salesmen of mail-order coneerns from place to place with 
the object or effect of hindering and embarrassing such 
salesmen in their negotiations with prospective customers in 
the making of sales. 

(h) Employing or using Platt I3. Walker, the Mississippi 
Valley Lumberman, Luke W. Boyce, or any similar agency 
or agencies for any of the purposes in this order prohibited. 

POWEUS t:LEVATOU C0.--0HilEH TO CEASF, AND DI·:~IST. 

It is hercb?J ordered hy the F<'deral Trrule Commission that 
the Powers Elevator Co., one of the respondents in the above­
entitled proceediug, signatory of a certnin stipulation con-
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firmed and approved by the Federal Trade Commission on 
February 6, 1918, forever cease and desist from-

( a) Systematically or on a large scale or in bad faith or 
by subterfuge writing and senJ.ing, causing to be written and 
sent, or procuring others who are not bona fide customers or 
bona fiJ.e prospective customers of mail-order concerns, to 
write and send to mail-orJ.er concerns, requests for estimates 
of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and building ma­
terial for certain building purposes and for catalogue:::., printed 
matter, and special information intended only for bona fide 
customers and bona fi(le prospective customers; provided, 
that nothing herein contained shttll be taken to prohibit such 
requests where disclosure is made by the parties making them 
of their connection with or their acting :or respondent. 

(b) Furnishing to Platt B. Walker information calcu­
lated, or having a tendency, if published or otherwise cir­
culated, to encourage the so-called regular dealers in making 
or causing to be made of mail-order concerns requests for es­
~imates of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and bnild­
mg material for certain building purposes and for catalogues, 
printed matter, and special information intended for bona 
fide customers and bona fitle prospective customers. 

(c) Using its influence with banks and others who are 
called upon by mail-order concerns to report the identity and 
occupation of persons suspected of making requests for infor­
mation not in good faith, to fail to make such reports or to 
make misleading reports. 

(d) Inducing or endeavoring to induce, by means of an 
actual or threatened withdmwal of patronnge, manufactur­
ers and wholesalers to refrain from or to discontinue fur­
nishing supplies of lumber and building mat~rial to mail­
order concerns. 

(e) Furnishing to Platt n. 'Valker the names of manufac­
tmcrs and wholesalers which sell to mail-onler concerns for 
the purpose of enabling him to interfere with the free pur­
chase of supplies by mail-order concerns. 

(f) :Employing or contributing to the employment of· 
Luke 'V. Boyce to secure confi<lrntial information rrgarding 
the business secrets of mail-order concerns and the move­
ments of their salesmen. 
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(g) Systematically following or causing to be followed 
the salesmen of mail-order concerns from place to place with 
the object or effect of hindering and embarrassing such sales­
men in their n<>gotiations with prospective customers in the 
making of sales. 

(h) Employing or using Platt B. 1Ynlker, the Mississippi 
Valley Lumberman, Luke \Y. Ho,vee, or uny similar agency 
or agencies for :Illy of the purposes in this order prohibited. 

1\IAYHEW & ISBELL LUI\IBER CO.-OHD~~R TO CEASE AND DESIST, 

It is here1)y onlerPd by the Federal Trade Commission 
that the Mayhew & Isbell Lmnber Co., one of the respond­
ents in the above <>ntitled proceeding, signatory of n eertain 
stipulation confirmPd anrl approvPd h~· the Fl·<lt>ral Trade 
Commission on February G, HH8, forever ce;tse and desist 
from-

Systematically or on a large scnle or in bad fnith or by 
subterfuge writing nnd sending, causing to be written and 
sent, or procuring othl'rs who are not bona fide customcri:-i or 
bona fide prospective customers of nmil-order concerns, to 
write aml send to mail-order concerns, requests for cslimates 
of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and building 
material for certain building purposes and for catalogs, 
printed matter, and sp('cial information intended only for 
bona fide customers and bona fide prospective t'Ustomers: 
Provid1Jd, Tlmt nothing herein contained shall be taken to 
prohibit such requests where disclosure is m:ule by the par­
tics making them of their connection with or their action 
for respondent. 

ltOIIERTSON LUlllllER CO.-oRDER TO C~~ASE AND DESIST, 

It is hereby o1'derfd by the Federal Trade Commission 
that the Holwrtson Luml)er Co., one of the respon<lents in 
the above entitled proceeding, f-iignatory of a certain stipula­
tion continued and approved by the FP<lcml TnHle Commis­
sion on February G, HH8, forever cease and desist from-

Syst.enllltically or on n large scale or in bad faith or by 
suhtPduge writing and sending, causing to be written and 
sent, or procuring otliCr::; who at·e not Lona fi,}c customPrs or 
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bona fide prospective customers for mail-ot·der concerns, to 
write and send to mail-order conecrns, requests for estimates 
of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and building 
material for certain building purposes and for catalogs, 
printed :matter, and special information intcn1led only for 
bona fide customers and bona fhle prospccti ,.e customers: 
P'l·olJlded, That nothing herein eontained shall be taken to 
prohibit SIH:h reqnests where disclosure is made by the par­
ties making them of their connection with or their acting for 
l'espondent. 

IN'l'J.:HIOH J,Ul\IBEH CO.-DHDER TO CEASE AND DESIST. 

It is h.erdJy ordr.:red by the Federal Trade Commission 
that the Interior Lumber Co., one of the respondents in the 
above-entitled proceeding, signatory to a certain stipulation 
matle and cnterml into by and between it and \V. T. Chant­
land and 'V. B. WoOllen, trial counsel for the Federal Tradtl 
Commission, at the city of Washinh>ton, D. C., on the 22d 
day of March, A. D. l!.H8, wherein said respondent agrees 
and consents that the Commission shall make nntl enter an 
order upon such stipulation, forever cease and lle~ist from-

~y~tematically or on a large seale or in Lad faith or Ly 
subterfuge writing and sending, eausing to be written l~nd 
sent, or Procuring others who are not bona fide customers or 
bona fiJe prospective customers of ma il-ortler concems, to 
write and seTH] to mail-order concerns, requests ior estimates 
~f the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and buillling 
matorial for Certain uuilding pmpo::;es and for cutalogUPs, 
printed lllutter, and special information inten(led only for 
bona fide customers and bona fide prospecti ,.e customers; 
Pro1'idf'd, tlmt nothing lH'l'Pin containecl shall be tnkPn to 
proh_ihit such rpquests whPre disclosure is made by the pn rties 
malong them of their connection with or their acting for 
respondent. 

l>, SCIH:RTZ & CO.-DIUH-:R TO CEASE AND DESIST, 

It is he-reby ordered by the Federal Trade Commission that 
P. Schertz & Co., one of the respondents in the nboYe-entitled 
proceeding, signatory to a certain stipulation made and 
entered into by and betwoen such respondent and Walter ll. 
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'Vooden, counsel for the Federal Tmcle Commission, at Gib­
son City, State of Illinois, on the 16th day of September, 
A. D. 1918, wherein it is agreed that the Commission shall 
take certain facts as the facts in the case, forever cease and 
desist from-

Systematically or on a large scale or in ba<l faith or by 
subterfuge writing and sending, causi11g to he written and 
Pent, or procuring others who arc not bona fide customers 
or bona fide prospccti ve customers of mail-order concerns, 
to write and send to mail-o1·der conecrns, requests for esti­
mat<•s of tlH• kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and build­
ing nmkrial for eertain building purposes and for catalogues, 
printed matter, and special information intPn<led only for 
bona fide enston1ers and bona fide pl'Ospecti Y<3 customers: 
Prov-ided, that nothing herein contaiJwd shall be takPn to 
prohihit Sll('h requests where diselosure is made by the parties 
making them of their conm•ction with or their acting for 
respondent. 

RO<a:ns LL\IIIJ:H CO.-OHIWH TO n:,\SE AXD DESIST, 

It is ltl'rtb!J Of'(!n·Nl by the Federal Trade Commission 
that rhe HogPI'S LtunlJl'r Co., one of the respondents in the 
!lhm'c-cn!itl('(l pro<·<•cding, signatory to a certain answer 
uuttlC' awl fill'<l by it hen•in on the 11th day of July, A. D. 
1Vl7, admitting certain of I he allPga! ions as allPgcd and set 
forth in the complaint and dl~nying otlwrs tll<'rcin con!aiiH'<l, 
forl'H'r cease and lksist from-

Sysl<'lll:ttically ot· on a largl' scale m· in ba<l faith or by 
subtPduge writing and sending, causing to be writtt>n and 
s••nt, or proeuring ot hPrs \Yho are not hona fide custonwrs 
or bona fi<lc prospt·d i Yc cu,.,tonwrs of lllail-onlct· concems, 
to write nnll senll to Juail-ordl'r conu•rns rPqtH•sts for esti­
mates of tlw kiwi, <f'lHllllity, and priees of lumber and build­
ing matPrial for certain huilding pm·po&~s lllHl for cata­
loguPs, printPd matte1·, and spl'('ial in formation inteJI(lcJ 
only for bona fide custollH'rs and bona fid<~ prospPcti ve cus­
tonH•rs; J> ro ,·id,·d, that nothing herein contained shall ho 
takl'n to prohibit sueh l'l'<JIWSts wlwrc llisclosurc is llla<le by 
the par·tit•s making tlt<'Jll of tlwir conm•ction with or th1~ir 
acting for respotHh·nt. 
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ATLAS LU.MBER CO.-oRDER TO CEASE A;-.(0 DESIST. 

It fs hereby ordered by the Fe1leral Trntle Commission 
that the Atlas Lumber Co., o11e of the respondents in the 
above-entitled proceeding, signatory to a cettain stipulation 
made and entered into by and between such respondent and 
'Walter n. Wooden, counsel for the Federal Trade Commis­
sion, at MinHl'apolis, State of Minnesota, on the 22d day of 
Augnst, A. D. 1Dl8, wherein it is agreed that the Conunis­
sion shall take certain fads as the fads in this case, forever 
cense and desist from-

Systematically or on a large scale or in Lad faith or Ly 
subterfuge writing and sending, causing to be written and 
sent, or procuring others who are not bona fide customers 
or bona fide prospective customers of mail-order concems, 
to write and send to mail-onler concerns requests for csti­
mn.tes of the kind, quantity, and J)rices of lumber and huiltl­
ing material for certain building purposes and for cata­
logues, printed matter, and special information inte111led 
only for bona fide customers and Lonu. fide prospective cus­
tulllers; Provuh~d that nothing herein contained shall be 
taken to prohibit such requests where disdosure is made by 
the parties making them of their connection with, or their 
acting for, respondent. 

Ct:N'i'RAL Lll:\1 BF.I! CO.-oRDER TO CF.ASE .\~I> I>I~SIST. 

It is hereby ordf'red by the Federal Tr:Hlc Commission 
that the Central Lurnbet' 'co., one of the respondents in the 
~tbovc-entitled proceeding, signatory to a certain stipulation 
mnde and entered into by and between such respomlcnt und 
~alter B. 'Vooden, counsel for the Fc<lPral Trade Commis­
SIOn, at Minneapolis, State of Minnesota, on the 2(ith day of 
August, A. D. 1918, wherein it is agree<l that the Conunission 
shall take certain facts as the facts in this ease, forever ct>ase 
and desist from-

Systematically or on a large S\'ale or in had faith or by sub­
tel'fuge writing and sending, causing to be written and sent, 
or procuring others who arc not bona fi<lc customers or bona 
fide prospective customers of mail-order eoncems, to write 
and send to mail-order concerns, l'PijUPsts for estimates of the 
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kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and builtling material 
for certain building purposes and for catalogues, printed 
matter, and speeial information intended only for bmut fide 
customers and bona fide prospective customPrs: Provided, 
That nothing herein contained shall be taken to prohibit such 
requests where disclosure is made by the parties making 
them of their connection with or their acting for respondent. 

8. W. LIGIITNER-DRDER TO CEASE AND m:siST. 

It is hereby ordered by the Federal Trade Commission 
that S. W. Lightner, one of the respondents in the aboYe­
entitlcd proceeding, signatory to a certain stipulation marle 
and entered into by and between such respondent and Wal­
ter B. Wooden, counsel for the Federal Trade Commission, 
at St. Edward, State of Nebraska, on the 17th clay of Sep­
tember, A. D. HilS, whcrei~ it is agreed that the Commi-sion 
sha II take certain facts as the facts in this case, forever cease 
anrl dPsist from-

Systenmtieally or on a l!u·ge scale or in bad faith or by 
subterfuge writing and sending, causing to be written and 
sent, or procuring others who are not bona fide customers or 
bona fide prospective customers of mail-order conccms, to 
write and send to mail-orclet• concerns, requests for estimates 
of the kind, quantity, and 'pricPs of lumber and building 
matm·ial for cPrtain building purposps and for cataloguPs, 
print<•d mattPI', and spec·ial information intPndt>cl only for 
bona ficlc custonwrs and bona fide prospective customers: 
Prol'idtd, That nothing hPrein contained shall be taken to 
prohibit suf'h requests whPre disclosure is macle by the 
parties making them of their eonnedion with or their acting 
for responclPnt. 

GOODBJDOJo:-CALL LLTJ\IIIER CO.-DHilEH TO CEASE AND DESIST. 

It is hrl'tby ortf,,re,l by the Federal Trade Commi,.;sion 
that the Goodridge-Call Lumber Co., one of the respondents 
in the above-entitled proceeding, signatory to a certain 
answer made an<l filed by it lwrein on the 11th day of July, 
A. D. 1!.!17, admitting certain of the allegations as alleged 
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and set forth in the complaint and denying others therein 
contained, fore\·er cease and desist from-

Systematically or on a large scale or in bad faith or by 
suLterfuge writing and sending, causing to be writt<'n and 
sent, or procnring others who are not bona fide customers or 
bona fide pro::;pedi,·e customers of mail-order concerns, to 
write and send to mail-order concerns, requests for estimates 
of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumber and building ma­
terial for certain building purposes and for catalogues, 
printed matter, and special information intended only for 
bona fide customers and bona fide prospective customers: 
Pro'oided, That nothing herein contained shall be taken to 
prohibit such requests where disclosure is made by the par­
ties making them of their connection with or their acting 
for respondent. 

SAINT ANTHONY & DAIWTA ELEVATOR CO,---QHDER TO CEASE AND 

DESIST. 

It is hrrcb!f ordrred by the Federal Trade Commission 
that the Saint Anthony & Dakota Elevator Co., one of the 
respondents in the above-entitlell proceeding, signatory to 
a certain stipulation made and ent0rccl into by and between 
such respondent and 'Valter n. "' ooden, counsel for the 
Federal Trade Commission, at Minneapolis, State of Minne­
sota, on the lDth day of August, A. D. 1!)18, wherein it is 
agree<l that tlw Commission shall take certain facts as the 
facts in this case, forever cease nnd. desist from-

Systematieally or on a l::u·gc scale or in bad faith or by 
l;Hbtcrfuge writing an(l sending, causing to he written and 
se~1t, or pro<·uring otlwrs who arC' not bonn. fide customers or 
bona fide prospccti,·e customers of mail-order concerns, to 
write and send to mail-order concems, I"C'<jiH,sts for Pstimates 
of the kind, quantity, and prices of lumlJer and bu!lding ma­
terial for certain building purposes and for catalogue·s, 
printed matter, and special information intended only for 
bona fhle cust.omcrs and bona fide prospective customers: 
P,·o1•irlcd, That nothing hrn·in contained shall be takl'n to 
prohibit such rNJursts where diselosme is made by the par­
ties making tlll'm of their connection with or their acting 
for respondw1t. 
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l'LAT'l' B. WALiiER AND LU.MBERl\IAN PUBLISHING CO.-REPORT, 

}'IKDINGS AS TO THE FACTS, AND ORDEH. 

The Fetleral Trade Commission having issued and served 
its complaint herein, wlwrein it alleged that it had reason to 
bC'lieve that the said above named respondents, Platt B. 
'r alker and Lumberman Publishing Co. have hPen and are 
using unfair methods of competition in interstate conuuerce, 
in violation of the provisions of section 5 of the act of Con­
gress approved September 2G, Hll4, entitled "An act to create 
a Federal Trade Commission, to define its powers and duties, 
and for other purposes," and further stating its charges in 
that respect, and said respondents having made and filed 
their answers to the said complaint and having further 
entered into, agreed to, and signell an agreement and stipu­
lation as to the facts, and on the 4th day of January, A. D. 
1918, its cause having come on for hearing before the Com­
mission and having been argued by 'William T. Chantland, 
trial counsel for the Commission, and Stanley B. Houck, 
counsel of record for said respondents, and on saill day was 
submittl•d to, and taken under advisement by, the Commis­
sion; now on this ~Gth day of March, A. D. 1918, on this 
said complaint, answers, agreement and stipulation and 
argnnwnt, the Commis,;iou makes its report and. findings as 
to facts. 

Jo'lNDINWl AS TO TilE FACTS, 

The r-mn~nission finr/8: 
1. That the said rcspon<lent, the Lumlwrman Publishing 

Co., is a corporation organized under and by virtw~ of the 
laws of the State of Minnesota, having its principal oflice and 
pl:H·e of busint•ss at the eity of .Minneapolis, in the said State 
of .Minnesota, and is, and for many years has been, the owner 
aiHl publisher of a pHiodieal or lumber trade journal known 
as the Mississippi Vnllny Lumhei'Jnan, publislu•d at the said 
city of Minneapolis, in the said State of Minnesota, and gen­
erally circulated throughout the Middle \\'estern Sbtes and 
received and read hy lumber dealers therein, including some 
of the retail dealers in lumber and building materials, re-
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spondents, and their agents and employees; and the said re­
spondent, Platt B. Walker, residing at Minneapolis, State of 
Minnesota, is now, and for many years has been, the manager 
of said Lumberman Publishing Co. and the editor of the said 
Mississippi Valley Lumberman, and the said respondents, 
Platt B. Walker, and the Lumberman Publishing Co., have 
for many years last past and do now hold out said periodical 
to be the official organ and representative of the retail deal­
ers in lumber and building supplies in the various States 
where they are located and do business. 

2. That said claim, to wit, that the said Mississippi Valley 
Lumberman is the official organ and representative of the 
said retail dealers in lumber and building material in the 
various States where they are located and do business has not 
been contradicted or denied by many of the said dealers. 

3. That the respondent, Luke W. Boyce, residing in the 
said city of Minneapolis, in the said State of Minnesota, is, 
and for several years last past has been, a detective doing 
business under the trade name and style of "Northern In­
formation Bureau," which bureau has been and is conducted 
and operated by the said Luke W. Boyce under a plan or 
system of subscription contracts whereby subscribers are en­
titled to the services of said bureau, its agents, and detectives, 
at cost in securing information desired by said subscribers, 
among whom is the said respondent, Platt B. W nlker. 

4. That a branch or form of retail lumber trade in the 
United States is, and for many years has been. carried on by 
so-called "mail-order houses," which sell generally through 
the medium of mail orders lumber and building materials 
in interstate commerce direct to the consumer in nearly all 
of the States of the United States; that such mail-order 
houses are either manufacturers of lumber or commercia] 
establishments; that said commercial houses g<mernlly pur· 

· chase their supplies of lumber products from the manufac· 
turer and wholesale dealer without the intervention of the 
retail dealer and that said mail-order houses are engaged in 
eompetition with such of said respondents as conduct retail 
lumber yards for the sale at retail of lumber and building 
materials. 

147430"--20----6 
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5. That with the intent, purpose, and effect of forcing the 
ultimate consumer to buy his required supplies of lumber 
and building materials from the so-called regular and recog­
nized retail merchants operating retail yards where such 
lumber or building materials are used, and thereby unfairly 
interfering with and preventing said mail-order houses from 
operating directly with the consumer, and also thereby un­
fairly interfering with or preventing any consumer from 
purchasing his required supplies of lumber and building 
materials from said mail-order houses, the said Platt B. 
Walker and the said Lumberman Publishing Co. have, for 
more than two years last pn.st, repeatedly, by means of 
verbal and written communications between said so-called 
regular and recognized retail merchants, and the Lumber­
man Pul.Jlishing Co., by articles published in the said Missis­
sippi Valley Lumberman and by means of informn.tion pro­
cured through the said Luke W. Boyce, urged, encouraged, 
and suggested by published articles in the said Missis.'iippi 
Valley Lumberman and otherwise, that the i·etail lumber 
dealers systematically and on a large scale write and send, 
and cause to be written and sent, and procure others to 
write and send, to said mail-order houses, letters containing 
requests for statements of estimates of the quality and quan­
tity of lumber and building materinls required for certain 
building purposes, the price therefor, and also containing re­
quests for printed mntter, advertisements, and other special 
information furnished bona fide customers and prospective 
customers hy such mail-ord<'r houses to cnuse such mail­
order houses annoyance, expense, and delay in the trans­
action of their business, and for the purpoHe, among other 
things, of furnishing the information thus secured to the 
said respondent, Platt B. Wnlker, for publicntion, and said 
Platt B. Walker has published in said trade journal in­
formation thus obtained and thereby, and by other means, 
the said respondent, Platt B. Wnlker, is acquainted with the 
said activities of the retail deniers. 

6. That, pursuant to the ur~ing, encouragement, and sug­
gestions of said resporul<'nts, a~ n foresa id, certn in of the said 
retail lumber dealers wrote and !:cnt certain letters, as afore-
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said, nnd the said writers and senders of said letters, as 
aforesaid, had no purpose or intention of buying any lumber 
or building materials from said mail-order houses; that one 
of the objects of some of the said writers and senders of let­
ters, as aforesaid, was to secure information as to the busi­
ness methods, prices, terms, etc., which was or would be 
useful in meeting the competition of the said mail-order con­
cerns, whereas others had as an object the harrnssment and 
injury of said mail-order concerns; that the said writers and 
senders of such letters, as aforesaid, knew, or are charge­
able with knowledge, that the granting of, or even the con­
!iideration of such requests caused the mail-order houses ex­
pense. 

7. That, with the intent, purpose, and effect of forcing the 
ultimate consumer to buy his required supplies of lumber 
nnd building materials from the so-called regular and recog­
nized retail merchnnts operating retail yards where such 
lumber or building materials are used, and thereby unfairly 
interfering with and preventing said mail-order houses from 
dealing directly with the consumer, and also thereby un­
fairly interfering with, or preventing any consumer from 
purchasing the required supplies of lumber and building ma­
terials from said mail-order houses, said Platt B. Walker 
und said LumbPrman Publishing Co. ha,·e for more than 
two years ln:-;t past repeatedly, by means of verbal and 
written COIIlmunications between said so-called regular and 
recognized retail merchants and the Lumb<>rman Publishing 
Co., by articles published in the said Mississippi Valley 
Lumbetman, and by means of information procured from 
fiaid Ltlke \V. Bovee, urgP<l, encouragPd, and suggested tha.t 
certain rPtnil lu~her dealers use their influence with.banks, 
credit reporting ngPncies, and others who are called upon 
by said mnil-order honH's to make reports as to the idPntity 
and occupation of the pPr~ons from whom they receive re­
quPsts, to fuil to muke snch n•ports. 

~· That the urging, encomagement, and suggestions of 
~:ud rt'spondent.s as aforPsnirl necPssarily resulted in a delay 
111 the receipt of said rr.ports, and in some instances at least, 
r£>s~lted in no reports being sent to, or received by, said 
rruul-order houses. 



84 FEDERAL TRADE COM1'.1ISSION DECISIONS, 

9. That with the intent, purpose, and effect of forcing the 
ultimate consumer to buy his required supplies of lumber or 
building materials from the so-called regular and recognized 
retail merchants operating retail yards where such lumber 
or building materials are used, and thereby unfairly inter­
fering with and preventing said mail-order houses from 
dealing directly with the consumer, and also thereby un­
fairly interfering with or preventing any consumer from 
purchasing his required supplies of lumber or building ma­
terial from said mail-order houses, the said Platt B. Walker 
and the said Lumberman Publishing Co. have for more than 
two years last past repeatedly by means of verbal and writ­
ten communications between said so-called regular and 
recognized retail merchants and the Lumberman Publishing 
Co., and by means of information procured from said Luke 
W. Boyce, endeavored to induce, and in some instances, have 
induced, manufacturers to refrain from and to discontinue 
furnishing supplies of lumber and building materials to 
some of said mail-order houses and by threats that the retail 
dealers would withdraw their patronage, have induced man­
ufacturers to discontinue selling to mqil-order houses and 
have deterred and do deter manufacturers from selling sup­
plies to such mail-order houses: 

(1) By means of infonnation obtained from the said Luke 
W. Boyce as to the names and methods of manufacturers 
selling to mail-order houses; 

(2) By means of correspondence carried on by said re­
spondent, Platt B. Walker, with said manufacturers; 

(3) By the publication in the Mississippi Valley Lumber­
man by said respondent, l">latt D. Walker, of the namos of 
manufacturers who sup~ly mail-order houses; 

( 4) By publication, m said trade journal, by said re­
spondent, Platt D. Wall<er, of articles containing direct or 
implied threats that the regulnr dealers would withdraw 
their patronage from said manufactmers if said manufac­
turers sold to mail-order houses. 

( 5) By articles pnhl ished in said tmde journel by the re­
spondent, l)latt B. Wnlker, advisit1g the retail dealers to 
withdraw their patronage from such manufacturers; and, 

(6) Dy publication in said trude journal by the respond­
ent, the sa1d Platt D. Walker, of a false report to the effect 
that an investigation had been instituted by detectives of 
the said "Northern Information Bureau," to aseertain the 
names of all the manufncturet-s selling to mail-order house$. 
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10. That for the purpose of publishing and disseminating 
information for the use and benefit of regular dealers in the 
competition of the said regular dealers with mail-order 
houses, said Platt B. Walker and said Lumberman Publish­
ing Co. have sought and obtained confidential information 
from mail-order houses, particularly in reference to their 
sources of supplies, financial condition, internal affairs and 
business secrets (1) through conference with former em­
ployees of such mail-order houses, {2) through fraternizing, 
correspondence with, and solicitations by said Platt B. 
Walker and said Lumberman Publishing Co., of certain 
officers and employees of said mail-order houses, and (3) 
through the operations o·f the said "Northern Information 
Bureau," its detectives and agents. 

11. That said respondents, Platt B. Walker and Lumber­
man Publishing Co., have published in the said :Mississippi 
Valley Lumberman information thus obtained, together with 
other disparaging articles and statements concerning the 
business methods of said mail-order houses, some of which 
information so published was misleading and false, but 
which said respondent, Platt B. Walker, at the time of said 
publication believed to be true. 

12. That the activities of the said re..'lpondents, Platt B. 
Walker and Lumberman Publishing Co., as aforesaid, un­
fairly interfered with or prevented the said mail-order 
houses from dealing directly with the consumer and also un­
fail'ly interfered with or prevented consumers from purchas­
ing from mail-order houses. 

13. That many of said regular retail lumber dealers have 
been aware of the general manner in which, and the general 
purpose for which, the aforesaid activities of the said re­
spondents, Platt B. Walker and Lumberman Publishing 
Co., were instituted, and have either actively or passively 
availed themseh•es of some, or all, of the unfair benefits and 
advantages resultant therefrom. 

CONCLUSIONS, 

That the said methods of competition set forth in the fore­
going findings of facts, and each and all of the said methods 
of competition, under the circumstances therein set forth, 
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constitute unfair methods of competition in interstate com­
merce in violation of the provisions of section 5 of the suiJ 
act of Congress approved September 26, 19H, entitled "An 
act to create a Federal Trade Commission, to define its pow­
ers and duties, and for other purposes." 

PI,ATT B. WALKER AND LU!!BER!!AN PUBLISHING CO.-{)RDER TO 

CEASE AND DESIST. 

The Federal Trade Commission, having issued and served 
its complaint herein, and the said respondents, Platt B. 
Walker and Lumberman Publishing Co., having made and 
filed their respective answers to said complaint, and having 
further entered into, agreed to, and signed an ngreement or 
stipulation as to the facts, and the Commission, on the said 
complaint, answer; and stipulation, on the dnte hereof, hav­
ing made and filed a report containing its findings as to the 
facts and its conclusions that the said respondents, Platt 
B. Walker and Lumberman Publishing Co., have violated 
section 5 of the act of Congress approved September 26, 
1914, entitled "An act to create a Federal Trade Commis­
sion, to define its powers and duties, and for other purposes," 
which said report is hereby referred to and made a part 
hereof: Now, therefore, it is 

Ordered, That the said respondents, Platt B. Walker and 
Lumberman Publishing Co., forever cease and desist from-

1. Urging, encouraging, and suggesting, through the 
medium of articles published in the Mississippi Valley Lum­
berman, a lumber trade journal, published in the city of 
Minneapolis, State of Minnesota, or any other trade journal, 
or newspaper, or disseminating, circulating, or imparting, in 
any manner whatsoever, any information calculated, or hav­
ing o. tendency, to result in any retail dealer in lumber or 
building materials, systematically, or on a large scale, or in 
bad faith, or by subterfuge, writing and sending, causing to 
be written and sent, or procuring others, who are not bona 
fide customers of any mail order concern dealing in lumber 
or building materials, to write and send to any said mail 
order concern requests for estimates of the kind, quantity, 
and prices of lumber and building materials and for cata­
logues, printed matter, and special information intended only 
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for bona fide customers and bona fide prospective customers: 
Pr01Jided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
prevent such requests, where disclosure is made by any per­
son, firm, or corporation, making said requests, of his or its 
connection with, or his or its acting for any or all of said 
retail dealers. 

2. Urging, encouraging, or suggesting, through the me­
dium of articles published in said Mississippi Valley Lum­
berman, or any other trade journal or newspaper, or dissemi­
nating, circulating, or imparting, in any manner whatsoever, 
any information calculating, or having a tendency, to cause 
any retail dealer in lumber or building materials, to use his or 
its influence with banks, credit reporting agencies, or others, 
who are, or may be, called upon by any mail order concern 
dealing in lumber or building materials, to report as to the 
identity or occupation of any person suspected of making 
requests, not in good faith, for information about any said 
mail order concern, to delay in making, or fail to make said 
reports, or to make misleading reports. 

3. Inducing, or endeavoring to induce, any manufacturer, 
or wholesaler, of lumber or building materials to refrain 
frorn, or discontinue, furnishing supplies of lumber or build­
ing materials, to any mail-order concern dealing in lumber 
or building materials, by means of actual or implied threats 
that any retail dealer in lumber or building materials would 
withdraw his or its patronage from any manufacturer or 
wholesale dealer in lumber or building materials, or by any 
other means calculated to prevent said manufacturer or 
wholesaler from selling to any said mail-order concern. 

4, Seeking to obtain or obtaining confidential information 
from any mail-order concern dealing in lumber or building 
materials, in reference to its source of supplies, financial con­
dition, internal affairs, or business secrets, by any means 
~hatsoever, for the purpose of disseminating or imparting 
Information for the use and benefit of any retail dealer in 
lumber or building materials. 

ORDER OF DISMISSAL. 

. It appearing to the Commis.<1ion that the Washburn-Mer­
rtck Lumber Co. and J. H. Quenl & Co., respondents herein, 
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had discontinued business and had no legal existence at the 
time of the filing of the complaint herein, and 

It further appearing to the Commission that there is not 
sufficient evidence to justify further proceedings as to the In­
ternational Lumber Co., Superior Lumber & Coal Co., James 
A. Smith Lumber Co., Nyc-Schneider-Fowler Co., Walrath 
& Sherwood Lumber Co., Seward Lumber & Fuel Co., Santa 
Barbara Lumber Co., Reliance Lumber & Timber Co., and 
J. C. Starkey, respondents herein: Now, therefore, it is 

Ordered, That the complaint in this cause be, and the 
same hereby is, dismissed, without prejudice, as to the re­
spondents Washburn-Merrick Lumber Co., J. H. Queal & 
Co., International Lumber Co., Superior Lumber & Coal Co., 
James A. Smith Lumber Co., Nyc-Schneider-Fowler Co., 
lV almth & Sherwood Lumber Co., Seward Lumber & Fuel 
Co., Santa Barbara Lumber Co., Reliance Lumber & Timber 
Co., and J. C. Starkey. . 

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 
v. 

NATIONAL DISTILLING CO. 

OOMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF THE ALLEGED VIOLATION OF SEC• 

TION II OF THE ACJr OF CONGRESS, APPROVED SEPTEMBER 261 

19141 AND 01' TilE ALLEGED VIOLATION OF SECTIONS 2 AND 8 

OF THE ACT OF CONGRESS, APPROVED OCTOBER 111, 1014. 

Docket No. 26.-February 16, 1018. 

SYU..ABus. 

Where a corporntlon engaged In the manufacture and sale of cnm­
pressed yeast, for the purpose and wlth the etrect of lnduclng pur­
chasers of yenst to deal wlth lt and to refrain from deallng with 
lts competltota-

(a) gave and offered to gtve to bakers and dealers compressed yenst 
in qunntltles larger than required for snmple or demonstration 
purposes; 

(b) gave ancl orrer(~d to give to customers un<l employees of customers, 
grntulttes, entertainment, and presents; 

(c) mnde contributions of money to bakers' aRsoelntlons, other than 
reasonable' contributions for educational and scientific purpose~; re­
lating to the use of compressed yeast; 


