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ployi ng or using the la!Jcls and bmnds .. 1\Ierino ·~ and .. ~at­
ural wool," or any similar descriptive brands or laue!:; on 
underwear, sod,s, or other knit ~oods eompuHed partly of 
wool, except either (1) when a knit fabt·ic is made entirely 
of wool yarns of u kind specified, or (~) when the term 
describing tlw ,-;ool stock is joilleLl with thename of other 
staple or staplt•s contained in tlH' l;nitted fabri<.: (e. g., 
'Vool and cotton; 'Vorsted alit! cotton; Wool worsted me­
rino and cotton; WorHtecl, cotton, and artificial silk). 

Respondent is furtlH•t· ordered to Hie a report in writing 
with the Commission three months from notice hereof, stat­
ing in detail tlw m:wner in whi<'h this order has Lce11 com­
plied with and eon formed to. 

FEDEHAL TRADE C0:\11\H~SION 

v. 

E. I. FIRKS. DOING Bt'~I~ESS UNDEU THE FTIOl 
NA:\JE AND STYLE OF TilE SPONGEABLE Ll~EN 
COLL~\R CO. 

COl\IPLAINT IN TilE 1\IATTEi{ OF THE ALLEGED \'!OLA'l'ION OF 

Sl·~CTION 5 OF AN ACT OF CON<HIJ<~SS APPRO\'El> Sfcl''n~:um;u :!U, 

1014. 

Dor·ket 354.-.Tnnuur~- 29, Hl20. 

SYLLAUIJS, 

Wht>rt> nn ln.lividunl pngaged In the !':HlP ol' l'ollar>-~ compnsP<l ehll'fl_y 
of cPllulold, hut with a <"Pil!Pl' lnye1· of eotton lllwr, ntloJltPd and 
usee! the trade-niHI'k "~ponc;Pnhle linen" to dt'serlhP ~nl<l c·ol!arO!, 
and ll<lvertlsed, Ill'!< I out, all! I sol<! the same ns "~pongPahle linen": 

1! cld, Thnt such lahPilng, ndvert islnr,-, nnd snIPs, under t!w l'ircum­
stnnl'Pt:~ set forth, constltntP<l an unfair nl!'thnd of <"Olnpl'tition in 
vlolatiou of :-;et:Oon 5 of thP :wt of ~<'ptl'llilH'l' 2G. HJ14. 

C< >l\IPLAINT. 

The Federal Trade Commission~,_ having reason to helieve~ 
from a preliminary investigation made by it, that E. I. Firks, 
doing business under the firm name an<l style of the Sponge­
able Linen Collnr Co .. hereinafter r~>ff'rrE>d to as the re­
spondent~ has been and is using unfair methods of <'ornpeti-
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tion in inti:'I'state commerce in violation of the provisions of 
section i) ot an ad of Cougrl'ss approveJ September :w, 1914, 
entitled "An aet to create a FcJeral Trade Commission, to 
define its powers and dutil's, and for other purposes," and 
it appearing that u proceeding hy it in respert thereof would 
be to the interest of the publie, issues this complaint, stating 
its charges in that respect, on information aml belief as 
follows: 

P.\HAI:JL\l'H 1. That the respondent, E. I. Firks, doing 
business under the firm name and. style of The Spongeable 
Li1wn Collar Co., has his principal offke aiHl place of 
lmsiness in the eity of Cincinnati, State of Ohio, and is now 
and for more than four years last past has been engage1l in 
the sale of collars in uwl among the several States of the 
Onitcd States a!Hl the District of Columbia, in direct com­
petition with other persons: firms, eopartnersltips, and cor­
porations similarly engaged. 

P,\It. 2. Tl1:1t the collars sold by the respondent are com­
posed principally of celluloid, having a cpntpr layer of cot­
ton fabric !Jt•tween two outer layers of cl'ilnloid, and are 
manufadnrcd fot· the respond1•nt in the State of New York, 
whence the respondt•nt en liSt'S them to he transported to his 
place of business in the city of Cincinnati, in the State of 
Ohio, where they are sold and shippe'l to dt>nlers in different 
StntPs of the UnitPrl Stutes and the District of Columbia for 
resale to the public; and that thPre is mntinnously and has 
been at all times hereinafter meutimwd a constant current 
of tmde und commerce in said collars betwtien and among the 
various· StntPs of the United States and the District of 
Columbia. 

PAn. :~. Tlwt in connection with the snle of such collars 
as aforesaid respondent for more than four years last past 
has adopted and used the trade-mark "Spongeable linen" 
to dPseribe said collars, nnd has nd\·ertised, held out, and 
soltl his product ns such for the purpose of securing for his 
collars nn undue preference over the collnrs nHumfacturPd 
by competitors, nnd with the effect of deceiving and mis­
leading the public and causing them to believe that respond­
ent's collars are composed of linen. 
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REPOHT, FINDINGS AS TO THE FACTS, AND 
ORDER. 

The Federal TraJe Commission, having reason to believe 
that the above-nameJ respondent, E. I. Firks, doing busi­
ness under the firm name and style of The Spongeable Linen 
Collar Co., has been for more than one year last past using 
unfn:ir methods of competition in interstate commerce, in 
violation of the provisions of section 5 of an act of Congress 
approved September 26, 1914:, entitled "An act to create a 
Federal Trade Commission, to Jefine its powers and duties, 
and for other purposes," and that a proceeding by it in that 
respect would be to the interest of the public aml fully stat­
ing its charges in that respect; and the respondent having 
entered his appearance by his attorney, duly authorized anJ 
empowered to act in the premir;es, and having filed hir; an­
sweJ· admitting that certain of the matters and things alleged 
in the said complaint are true in the manner and form therein 
set forth and denying others therein contained, and there­
after having made and executeJ an agreed statement of 
facts which has been heretofore filed, in which it is stipu­
lated and agreed by the respondent that the Federal Trade 
Commission shall take such agreed statement of facts as 
evidence in this case, and in lieu of testimony, and shall 
fcrthwith thereupon make its report, stating its findings as 
to the facts, its conclusions, and its order disposing of this 
proceeding without the introduction of testimony or the 
prtlsentation of argument; therefore the Federal Trade Com­
mission now makes and enters this its report st!~ting its 
findings as to the facts and its conclusion. 

FINDINGS AS '1'0 THE FAC'rS. 

PARAGRAPH 1. That the respondent, E. I. Firks, does busi­
ness under the firm name and r;tyle of the SpongeaLle Linen 
Collar Co. and has his principal oflice and place of business 
in the city of Cincinnati, State of Ohio, nnd is now and for 
more than four years has engaged in the sale of collars in 
and among the several States of the United States in direct 
competition with other perr;ons, fit'lns, and corporations simi­
larly engageJ. 
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P AU. 2. That the collars sold by the respondent are com. 
posed chiefly of celluloid, having- a center layer of cotton 
fabric between two outer layers of cellnloill, anll are manu­
factured for the respondent in the State of New York, 
whence the respondent causes them to be transported to his 
place of business in Cincinnati, State of Ohio, from where 
they are sold and shipped to dealers in different States of 
the United States for resale to the public; and there is con­
tinuously and has been at all times herein mentioned a con­
stant current of trade and commerce in said eollars between 
and among- the various St:ttes of the United States. 

PAn. 3. That in the sale of said collars responllent for 
more than four yt>ars last past has adopted and used the 
trnde-mark "Spong-eable linen" to describe said collars and 
has advertised, lwld out, and solll the said collars as sueh; 
that the trade-mark '' Spongeable linen" used to describe 
und advertise the said collars deceives and misleads the pur­
dmsing public into believing that responJent'i::i collars u.re 
eomposed of linen. 

CONCLUSION. 

That the method of eompetition set forth in the foregoing 
findings, unJer the circumstances, is an unfnir method of 
eompetition in interstate commerce in violation of the pro­
visions of section 5 of an act of Congress approved Septt>m­
ber 26,1914, entitled "An act to create a.Federal Trade Com­
mis~ion, to define its powers and dnties, and for other pur­
poses." 

ORDF.R TO CEASF. AND DESIST, 

The Federal Trade Commission having issued and served 
its complaint herein, and the responJent, E. I. Firks, doing 
busines~ under the firm name and style of the Spongeable 
Lineu Collar Co., having entered his appearance by Francis 
B. James, his attorney, duly authorized and empowered to 
act in the premises, and having filed h,is answer and there­
after having made, executed, and filed an agreed statement 
of faets in which he stipulated and agreed that the Federal 
Trade Commission should take such agreed statement of 
facts us the eviJenee in this case and in lieu of testimony, 
and proceed forthwith upon the same, and to make anrl enter 
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its report stating its findings as to the facts, its condu,.;ions, 
awl its order without the introdudion of testimony, and 
wniYing therein any and all right to require the introduction 
of testimony or the pn•sPHtation of argument in support of 
the same, and the FPdPral Trade Commission having made 
and entered its report stating its findings as to the facts and 
its conclusion thnt the respondent hns \'iolate<l seetion 5 of 
an net of Con_!!:ress appro,·e<l SPptember 26, 1914, entitled 
"An act to crt>ate 11 Fed(•ral Trn<le Comruission, to define its 
pow<•rs and duties, and for oth<'r pur·poses," \Yhich said re­
port is hereby ref£·rre<l to a11d mnde n part hPt't•of: Now, 
thPrPI'ore, 

li i8 ordatd, Tlmt thP 1\'spondent, his agPnts, representu­
ti n's. sl'r,·nnts, and employees cease and d(•sist from direetly 
or indir·ectly applying or usin;.r in any nwtllll'l' whntsoe,·er 
the \Yord "Liuen" to eo liars eonrposed <·hielly of <'elluloid; 
and fr11'lher, from aclvPrti,.;ing or rPprPsPnting in nny manner 
wha t~;oP\'Pr to the pnrelrasing pull! ic tlu1t collars nmnn fnc­
tur<'d <'iril·fly from cellnloicl arP eompos(•<l of" LiJH•n." 

It is furl/iN o!'deretl, That tire n•spondent make and file 
\\'it.lr tlw Collllllission 11ot lntl'l' than the :2Htlr day of ~lay~ 
A. D. 1!)20, a repot'l in dl'tail of tlrt> mamwr and form in 
\\'h idr this ordl·r has lll't'll !'Oil t'o!'llll'd tn. 

FEDEIL\L TH.\J>E C<nDIJ:4~ION 
1l, 

I 
~OPIIIE COil.N, ~Al\IOEL l\1. ClL\.Z.\NOFF, AND 

B. COUNSEL B.\ £1M, COP.\HTX EHS, I>OJ NU BUSI­
NESS U:\I>EH TilE FJIC'\l X.UIE AND STYLE OF 
TilE GOOD \YEAH TIHE & TlTBE CO. 

CO:'III'I..\lNT 1::\ TJH: :\L\'J•rr:n OF THE .\LLE<:EO \'IOL.\1'10"' OF 

SECTION li <W .\:-.; ACT Ot' Cu)l;t;J:I-;,.;,.; .\l'l'l:OV!o:ll SEI'TE:\113ER :!!1, 

I !114. 

Hvu .. 111t:s. 

\\'111'1'1' II p:tl'lllt'I'Sidp f'li;.!IWI'd ill !liP h11.~illt'SS of l'l'lllf'lllill;.! /lilt) Sl'\\'· 

In;.: to;.:t>tht>l' t:-<Ptl arul ,;<••·uutl-hand til'(~,;-

(tt) n<II'Pl'lil>'Pd tl11• ,;alllt' l'~lt'll,;lvPI~· ns '' Dc.uhlt• tJ·o•a•l" til't'"· 111111 
sold them tu the puhlle thJ•ou;.:hnut the l.!uite•l :-;tales without 


