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FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 
v. 

ATLANTIC REFINING COMPANY. 

Docket 131.-December 31, 1920. 

ORDER OF RESCISSION. 

WHEREAS a complaint was heretofo!e, to wit, on the 13th day of 
.May, 1918, issued by the Federal Trade Commission against the 
respondent named above, charging certain violations of section 5 
of an act of Congress approved September 26, 1914, entitled "An 
act to create a Federal Trade Commission, to define its powers and 
duties, and for other purposes," and charging further that the re­
spondent has violated section 2 of an act of Congress approved 
October 15, 1914, entitled "An act to supplement existing laws against 
unlawful restraints and monopolies, and for other purposes," and 

WHEREAS testimony was taken in said cause, and it appears that. 
the complaint should have been amended in order to conform to 
the evidence and that such action was not taken: It is, therefore, 

Ordered, That the findings and conclusions and the order to cease 
and desist, dated April 27, 1920,* in the above-entitled cause be, and 
the same are hereby, rescinded and vacated. 

• See 11 F. T. C, S:i7. 
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AMERICAN MUTUAL SEED CO • 17~ 

• :-1. Syllabus. 

/ 
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 

v. 
AMERICAN :MUTUAL SEED CO~IPANY. 

COMPLAINT IN THE MATTER OF THE ALLEGED VIOLATION OF SECTION & OF 
AN ACT OF CONGRESH APPROVED SEPTEMBER 20, 1914. 

Docket 533-January 8, 1921. . 
f:.:YU.ABUS. 

Where u corporation dealing in !arm and grass seeds, chiefly on the mail-ouler 
plan, with the effect of misleading the public and embarrassing competi­
tors In the conduct of their business, 

(a) Falsely advertised that all Its seed wu of high germination~ 
(b) Advertised that all its seed was thoroughly recleaned, and tree from dirt 

and weed seeds, especially the seed of noxious weeds; that It had Installed 
• 'In Its plant cleaning machinery and equipment of standard design, by the 

proper and careful use of whlrh weed seed, dirt, and other foreign matter 
might be removed !rom seed so that It would meet the requirements of 
pure-seed laws; the fact being that such seed did contain considerable 
quantities of weed seed, Including noxious weeds, as well as dirt and 

• other foreign matter, and had not been cleaned of seed Impurities: 
(c) Advertised Its seed-testing laboratory, together with a picture the1·eof, and 

made the false and misleading claims with reference to the testing of Its 
seed that (1) every lot of seed sent out was subject to a careful purity and 
gern'linatlon test: (2) every bag must come up to its standard of purity 
and germination before being shipped; (3) a purchaser knew before sow­
Ing Its seed that It would produce results, and there was no guesswork 
about such seed; and ( 4) Its seed-testing laboratory was in charge of an 
expert seed analyst; 1 

(d) Advertised that every bag of seed shipped was tagged to show the purity 
and germination thereof and that fuli Information was given with every 
bag, whlch claims were false and misleading; 

(e) Advertised three grades of seed, namely, " Pinnacle brand " (extra fancy), 
"Universal brand" (fancy), and "Economy brand" (choice), and made 
tor these brands varying claims of excellence, the fact being that 11amples 
of each brand showed on analysis weed seed and other Impurities, Including 
in many Instances the seed of noxious weeds, and notwithstanding the 
!act that 1t had established no standards of purity for Its three gralles, 
analysis of " Economy brand" showing the samples to be the equal of 
" Pinnacle .bqmd" ; , 

( () Advert'ised and' 8old, under the brand names above set forth, cloYer seed 
of various kinds, claiming that (1) Its clover seed could not be surpassed 
for purity, vltallty, hardiness, stooling qualities, and germination; (2) Its 

' cleaning and grading machinery made lt possible to furnish the best clover 
seed tbat could be bought'; and (3) clover seed bought from It eliminated 
middlemen's profits; which claims were false and mi:~leading; 
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