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IN THE MATI'ER 01!' 

L. J. HOUZE CONVEX GLASS CO. 

COMPLAINT (SYNOPSIS), FINDINGS, AND ORDER IN REGARD TO THE ALLEGED 
VIOLATION OF SEC. 6 OF AN ACT OF CONGRESS APPROVED SEPT. 26, 1014 

Docket 1611,. OornpTaint, Sept. £0, 19Z9 1-Decilrion., .Mar. 31, 1930 

Where a corporation engaged ln the manufacture and sale of gear shift balls 
resembling onyx in appearance, represented the same on the containers of 
the extension levers to which they pertained, as "l\Iarblex Onyx", the fact 
being that said balls were made entirely of glass; with the tendency and 
capacity to mislead and deceive the purchasing public in respect of the 
composition thereof and induce their purchase in such belief: 

Held, That such practice, under the conditions and circumstances set forth, 
was all to the prejudice of the public and competitors and constituted an 
unfair method of competition. 

Mr. Alfred },f. Craven for the Commission. 
Christy, Christy & Wharton, of Pittsburgh, Pa., for respondent. 

SYNOPSis OF CoMPLAINT 

Reciting its action in the public interest, pursuant to the provi· 
sions of the Federal Trade Commission Act, the Commission charged 
respondent, a Pennsylvania corporation engaged in the manufacture 
and sale of lamps and lamp bases and breaks simulating onyx in ap­
pearance, and of gear-shift balls for automobiles, and with principal 
place of business at Point Marion, Pa., with advertising falsely or 
misleadingly and misbranding or mislabeling, in violation of the 
provisions of section 5 of such act, prohibiting the use of unfair 
methods of competition in interstate commerce. 

Respondent, as charged, engaged as above set forth, describes its 
said lamps, lamp bases, and breaks in advertisements, leaflets, and 
on the containers as "Onxglass" and/or "On-X-Glass" and its 
gear-shift balls as "Marblex Onyx ", with tendency and capacity to 
mislead and deceive the purchasing public into believing said articles 
to be composed of onyx and into purchasing the same in such belief; 
all to the injury and prejudice of the public and of respondent's 
competitors. 

'Amended. 
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266 Findings 

Upon the foregoing complaint, the Commission made the following 

REPORT, FINDINGS AS TO THE FACTS, AND ORDER 

Pursuant to the provisions of an act of Congress approved Sep­
tember 26, 1914, entitled "An act to create a Federal Trade Com­
mission, to define its powers and duties, and for other purposes", 
the Federal Trade Commission issued and served its amended com­
plaint upon the respondent, L. J. Houze Convex Glass Co., charging 
it. with the use of unfair methods of competition in commerce in 
violation of the provisions of section 5 of said act of Congress. 

The respondent having entered its appearance and filed its answer 
herein hearing was had and evidence was thereupon introduced on 
behalf of the Commission and also on behalf of the respondent 
before an examiner of the Federal Trade Commission theretofore 
duly appointed. Thereafter this proceeding came on regularly for 
decision and the Commission having duly considered the record and 
being now fully advised in the premises makes this its report stating 
its findjngs as to the facts and conclusion drawn therefrom: 

FINDINGS AS TO TilE FACTS 

PARAGRAPH 1. Respondent is a corporation organized under the 
laws of the State of Pennsylvania with its factory anJ principal 
place of business at Point Marion in said State. It is and has been 
for many years last past engaged in the manufacture and sale, among 
other things, of gear-shift balls for automobiles. It causes said 
articles when so sold to be transported in interstate commerce from 
its factory into and through numerous States of the United States 
other than the State of Pennsylvania to the purchasers thereof 
consisting to a large extent of persons conducting retail stores at 
their respective points of location in the various States of the 
United States. 

In the course and conduct of its business respondent is and has 
been in competition with other individuals, partnerships, and cor­
porations located and doing business in the United States engaged 
in the sale and distribution of gear-shift balls in interstate commerce 
between and among the various States of the United States. 

PAR. 2. In the course and conduct of its said business respondent 
sells and delivers said gear-shift balls to its customers in connection 
with an article called an extension lever. On the carton or container 
of said extension lever respondent has advertised and represented, 
and now advertises and represents, said gear-shift balls to be made 
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of "1\Iarblex Onyx," when in truth and in fact said gear-shift balls 
are made entirely from glass, but resemble onyx in appearance. 

PAR. 3. The description of the gear-shift balls made by the re­
spondent as mentioned in paragraph 2 hereof is false and misleading 
and has the tendency and capacity to mislead and deceive the pur­
chasing public and to leaJ. them into the belief that the said gear­
shift balls are made of onyx and to purchase the said articles in 
that belief. 

CONCLUSION 

The practices of respondent under the conditions and circumstances 
set forth in the foregoing findings are all to the prejudice of the 
public and of respondent's competitors and are unfair methods of 
competition in commerce and constitute a violation of section 5 of 
an act of Congress approved. September 26, 1V14, entitled "An act 
to create a Federal Trade Commission, to define its powers and 
duties, and for other purposes ". 

ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST 

This proceeding having been heard by the Federal Trade Commis­
sion upon the record and the Commission having made its findings 
as to the facts and conclusion that the respondent has violated. sec­
tion 5 of an net of Congress approved September 26, 1914, entitled 
"An act to create a Federal Trade Commission, to define its powers 
and duties, and for other purposes", 

It is now ordered, That respondent, L. J. Houze Convex Glass Co., 
its officers, agents, and employees do cease and desist from advertis­
ing or representing gear-shift balls. or any other article sold by it 
in interstate commerce to be made of marblex onyx, or onyx, unless 
suid articles be actually made from onyx. 

It is further ordered, That respondent shall, within 30 days after 
the rt'ceipt of this order file with the Commission a report in writing 
setting forth in detail the manner and form in which he has com­
plied with the order to cease and desist hereinbefore set forth. 
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Syllabus 

IN THE MATTER OF 

WILLIAM: H. JOHNSON, AN INDIVIDUAL, DOING DUST­
NESS UNDER THE NAME AND STYLE OF ETHYLENE 
SALES COMPANY AND HATHAWAY & HAl\fiLTON­
J. MERRELL REDDING, AN INDIVIDUAL, DOING DUST­
NESS AS ETHYL GAS COMPANY 1-J. H. HATHAWAY, 
AN INDIVIDUAL, DOING llUSINESS AS THE AMERI­
CAN CHEMICAL COMPANY 1 

COMPLAINT (SYNOPSIS), FINDINGS, AND ORDER IN REGARD TO THE ALLEGED 
VIOLATION OF SEC. 5 OF AN ACT OF CONGRESS APPROVED SEPT. 26, 1914 

Docket 1120. Complaint, Nov. 5, 19'29-Decision, Mar. 81, 1930 

Where a corporation engaged under the name Ethyl Gasoline Corporation of 
New York in the sale of an antiknock fluid or motor fuel in interstate com­
merce, and in the use of the term "Ethyl" In connection therewith; and 
thereafter an individual engaged In the sale of a fluid for treating motor 
fuel, with no relation to "Ethylene", an anresthesla gas, 

(a) Described, advertised, brandeu, und sold his suid fuel as "Ethylene 
Fluid", ''Ethylene Fluld-.Anti-Knock Gasoline"," New and Super Ethylene 
Fluid and Hyco", "Nox-It" and "Nox-out-Nox ", ".Anti-knock Ethylene 
Gas" (or fluid), and falsely represented the .name of the product as 
registered in the Patent Office through the designation "neg. U. S. Pat 
01!."; 

(b) Falsely advertised and represented said product as producing an etrectlve 
motor fuel with antiknock properties, when mixed with gasoline, and as 
similar to and giving the same results as Ethyl fluid, product of the afore­
said Ethyl Gasoline Corporation of New York; 

(c) Falsely represented that its manufacturing plant was located at Passaic, 
N. J., through depletion on letterheads, stationery, and advertising matter 
of a large manufacturing plant and/or the printed words "Works at 
Passaic, N. J."; 

(d) Furnished customers with globes for gasoline pumps similar to those used 
by and furnished to dealers in the product of the aforesaid Ethyl Gasoline 
Corporation of New York, so as to mislead and deceive the consuming 
public into believing its product to be that of the aforesaid corporation; 

(e) So colored his product that when mixed with gasoline the resulting mixture 
was similar in coloring to and undlstlngulshable from that of the aforesaid 
Ethyl Gasoline Corporation, with the result of deceiving and misleading 
the purchasing public into believing its said product to be that of the afore­
said corporation; and 

(f) Simulated advertising information and instruction publications and book­
lets of competitors, and competitors' phrases and statements; 

With the capacity and tenuency to cause and with the etrect of causing retatl 
distributors and the consuming public to purchnse Its said product as and 
for one with antiknock properties when used as a motor fuel, and to 
confuse aaid product with that ot its several competitors: 

• ~roceedln~ra against respondents Redding and Hathawar diiiiDI91&e4. 


