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In THE MATTER OF

GEORGE LANDON AND M. M. WARNER, TRADING AS
LANDON & WARNER

COMPLAINT, FINDINGS, AND ORDER IN REGARD TO THE ALLEGED VIOLATION
OF SEC. 6 OF AN ACT OF CONGRESS APPROVED SEPT. 26, 1914

Docket 2701. Complaint, Jan. 31, 1936—Decision, Dec. 4}, 1936

Where two partners engaged in the offer, sale, and distribution of the so-called
“Director” elastic fabricated belt for use as an abdominal support and in
the reduction of surplus fat in that region; in advertising the same in
periodicals and newspapers of general circulation among the States, and
through published descriptive letters, circulars, booklets, and other printed
matter, including testimonial reproductions—

(a) Falsely represented that said belt, worn, provided a gentle chauging pres-
sure.or massage-like action which reduced the wearer’s waistline, and
that wearing thereof brought about results formerly obtained by massage
and exercise, with result that excess fatty tissues in said region were
caused to disappear, and that, through use thereof, the wearer's waistline
would be permanently reduced, and that it provided and constituted a
safe and effective remedy and method of treatment of abdominal obesity
and the reduction of weight; and

(bd) Falsely represented that the use thereof made the wearer feel fifteen
years younger, and eliminated tired bloated feeling after meals and relieved
shortness of breath and restored the user's vigor, and that use thereof
would cure constipation and increase climination in a normal way without
the use of harsh, irritating cathartics;

With effect of confusing, misleading, and decciving members of the publie,
through such false and, generally, inaccurate, unfounded or greatly exag-
gerated represcntations, into the erroneous belief that use of their sald
belt would reduce excess fat around the ahdomen and bring about the
beneficial results to the wearer stated and implied by their said advertise-
ments and literature, and with tendency and capacity to induce members
of the public to buy and use such belt because of the erroneous beliefs
thus engendered, and thereby to divert trade to them from competitors
engaged in the sale and distribution in commerce of devices and belts
designed, sold, and used for the same or similar purposes as their said
belt, and who do not, by false and misleading representations or adver-
tising, induce purchasers and consumers to buy or use such competitors’
products:

Mlcld, That such acts and practices were to the prejndice of the publie znd
competitors and constituted unfair methods of competition,

Before Mr. William C. Reeves, trial examiner.
Mr. Allen C. Phelps for the Commission.
Brelin, Britton & Landon, of Chicago, Ill., for respondents.
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CoOMPLAINT

Pursuant to the provisions of an Act of Congress approved Sep-
tember 26, 1914, entitled “An Act to create a Federal Trade Commis-
sion, to define its powers and duties, and for other purposes,” the
Federal Trade Commission, having reason to believe that George
Landon and M. M. Warner, a copartnership trading as Landon and
Warner; hereinafter referred to as respondents, have been and are
Using unfair methods of competition in commerce as “commerce” is
defined in said act of Congress, and it appearing to said Commission
Fhat a proceeding by it in respect thereof would be in the public
Interest, hereby issues its complaint stating its charges in that respect
as follows:

Paragrarmr 1. Respondents, George Landon and M. M. Warner,
above named, are the sole partners of a copartnership organized, exist-
Ing, and operating under the name and style of Landon and Warner,
With its principal office and place of business located at 360 North
Michigan Avenue, in the city of Chicago, in the State of Illinois. Re-
Spondents, trading as said copartnership, are now, and have been for
More than five years last past, engaged in the business of offering for
sale, selling, and distributing an elastic fabricated belt, known and
designated as the “Director” belt, to ultimate consumers located in the
Several States of the United States and the District of Columbia.
Said belt is offered for sale, sold, and distributed for use as an ab-
dominal support, to provide a means of massaging the abdominal
area of the wearer, for use in the reduction of surplus fat around the
abdomen and for the relief of obesity in that region.

Par. 2. In the course and conduct of their said business, respondents
Cause their said “Director” belt, when so sold, to be transported from
Fheil‘ place of business in the city of Chicago, State of Illinois, to,
Into, and through States of the United States other than the State of

llinois, including the District of Columbia, to the various members
of the consuming public to whom they are or have been sold, who
are located in the different States of the United States. Respondents
Usually sell and distribute their said product directly to members of
the lpurchasing public by and through the use of the United States
Mails,

Par. 3. That during the time above mentioned, other individuals,

ms, and corporations in various States of the United States are, and
have been, engaged in the sale and distribution in interstate com-
Merce of medicines, preparations, belts, and devices designed, in-
ten.ded, and used for the same general purpose as respondents’ said

Irector” belt, as above described, and also medicines, preparations,
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devices, and belts designed, intended and used for the treatment of the
various bodily ailments that accompany or produce the condition
of obesity for which respondents’ product is advertised as a remedy,
as hereinafter shown, and such other individuals, firms, and corpora-
tions have caused and do now cause their said medicines, preparations,
devices, and belts, when sold by them, to be transported from the
various States of the United States in which said products are manu-
factured or held for distribution to, into, and through States other
than the State of the origin of the shipment thereof. That said
respondents have been, during the aforesaid time, in competition in
interstate commerce in the offering for sale, sale, and distribution of
the said “Director” belt with such other individuals, firms, and cor-
porations above described. That said competing products are sold
by such other individuals, firms, and corporations, through the medium
of the United States mails and otherwise directly to the consumers,
and also at wholesale to retail outlets of various kinds for resale to
the consumer.

Par. 4. That respondents in advertising their said elastic fabricated
belt designated as the “Director” belt, have and do cause advertise-
ments, descriptive of the product and its purported uses, to be in-
serted in various magazines, newpapers, and periodicals having gen-
eral circulation between and among various States of the United
States, and further publish and circulate or cause to be published and
circulated in aid of the sale of said product certain descriptive let-
ters, circulars, booklets, and other literature which are usually trans-
mitted to purchasers or prospective purchasers through the United
States mails. That said advertisements, letters, circulars, booklets,
and other literature so circulated in the several States by the re-
spondent to customers and prospective customers represent and imply :

That said elastic fabricated belt, known and designated as the
“Director” belt, as a result of being worn and used as directed and
without the use of drugs and without dieting, reduces and has the
capacity to reduce the measure of the waistline of the wearer thereof
from four to six inches or some greater amount up to eleven inches;
that by the faithful use of said “Director” belt practically all adipose
tissue can surely be eliminated; that the elastic action of said “Direc-
tor” belt, when worn, causes a gentle changing pressure on the ab-
domen, bringing results formerly obtained only by regular massage
and exercise; that the use of said belt makes the wearer thereof feel
15 years younger and eliminates a tired and bloated feeling after
meals; that the use of said belt helps to relieve shortness of breath,
restores the vigor of the user, and makes him look years younger the



LANDON & WARNER 55
52 Complaint

Minute he starts to wear it; that the use of said belt breaks the con-
stipation habit, cures constipation, and increases the elimination and
regularity in a normal way without the use of harsh, irritating
cathartics; that the use of said belt adds years to the wearer’s life;
that the use of said belt reduces the weight of the wearer, eliminates
excess fat around the abdomen, and corrects or eliminates obesity in
said region ; that the use of said belt constitutes a remedy for, and a
safe, proper, and efficacious method of treatment for abdominal
Obesity; and other representations of like import.

Par. 5. That a sample of an advertisement caused by respondents
to be inserted in a magazine of general circulation between and
among the several States is as follows:

(Pictorial representation of a man with an arrow pointing to the abdomen)
REDUCE 4 to 6 inches without drugs without dieting
or your money Refunded . ...

“I wore the Director Belt and reduced my waistline from 42 to 33 inches.
Pl‘actically all adipose tissue can surely be eliminated by its faithful use. I

have recommended it to many of my patients.”
(Signed) R. A. LoweLr,
Physician and Surgeon.

IIOW DIRECTOR WORKS

Director is fitted to your individual measure without laces, hooks or buttons,
Its elastic action causes a gentle changing pressure on the abdomen bringing
Tesults formerly obtained only by regular massage and exercise. Now all you
bave to do 1s slip on Director and watch results.

IMPROVE YOUR APPEARANCE

“This remarkable belt produces an instant imprevement in your appearance the
Moment you put it on. Note how much better your clothes fit and look with-
out g heavy waistline to pull them out of shape.

RESTORI YOUR VIGOR

“I recelved my belt last Monday,” writes S. L. Brown, Trenton, N. J. “I
feel 15 years younger; no more tired and bloated feeling after meals.”

Director puts snap in your, step, helps to relieve “shortness of breath,” re-
storeg your vigor. You look and feel years younger the moment you start
to wear a Director.

BREAK CONSTIPATION IIABIT

“I‘ was 44 inches around the waist—now down to 3714—feel better—con-
Stipation gone—and know the belt has added years to my life.” D. W. Bilder-
back, Wichita, Kans,

Loose, fallen abdominal muscles go back where they belong. The gentle
Changing action of Director increases elimination and regularity in a normal
Way without the use of harsh, irritating catharties.
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REDUCE LIKE THIS

Let us prove our claims. We'll send a Director for trial. If you don't get
results you owe nothing.
SENT ON TRIAL

MAIL COUPON NOW!

LANDON & WARNER, Dept. A-49
360 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill,
GENTLEMEN ; Without obligation on my part please send me the complete
story of Director Belt and give full particulars of your trial offer.

Name _—
Address
City State. ———

Par. 6. That in truth and in fact: Respondents’ said elastic fabri-
cated belt, known as the “Director” belt, when worn and used as
directed, does not, and will not, reduce the measure of the waistline
of the wearer from four to six inches, or some greater amount up to
eleven inches without the use of drugs and without dietingj the faith-
ful use of said “Director” belt will not eliminate nor has it ever
eliminated practically all adipose tissue; the elastic action of said belt
does not cause a gentle changing pressure on the abdomen bring-
ing results formerly obtained only by regular massage and exer-
cise; the use of said belt does not make the wearer feel 15 years
younger or eliminate a tired and bloated feeling after meals; the
use of said belt does not help to relieve shortness of breath nor does
it restore the vigor of the user or make him look years younger the
minute he starts to wear it; the use of said belt does not break the
constipation habit, cure constipation, or increase elimination and
regularity in a normal way without the use of harsh, irritating
cathartics; the use of said belt does not add years to the wearer’s
life; the use of said belt does not reduce the weight of the wearer,
eliminate excess fat around the abdomen, or cure or alleviate obesity
in that region; the use of said belt is not a remedy for, or a safe,
proper or eflicacious method of treatment for abdominal obesity. All
the statements, representations, and implications set forth in para-
graph 4 above are either wholly unfounded in fact or greatly exag-
gerated, or wholly inaccurate.

Par. 7. That the representations of respondents above set forth and
made as aforesaid, have had, and do have the tendency and capacity
to and do confuse, mislead, and deceive members of the public into
the belief that the use of respondents’ said elastic fabricated belt
does and will reduce excess weight and does and will bring about the
beneficial results to the wearer which said advertisements and litera-
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ture state and imply have been and will be achieved by the use of
said belt, all as set forth in paragraph 4 hereof, when in truth and in
fact such statements and representations are false, misleading, or
rue only with qualifications and to a limited extent. Said represen-
tations so made by respondents have had, and do have, the tendency
and capacity to induce members of the public to buy and use said
belt because of the erroneous beliefs engendered as above set forth,
and to divert trade to respondents from competitors engaged in the
sale and distribution in interstate commerce of devices and belts
designed, sold, and used for the same or similar purposes as respond-
ents’ belt, and of medicines and preparations designed, adapted, and
used for the treatment of obesity and the various ailments and condi-
tions that accompany and induce the same, who do not by false and
misleading representations or advertising induce purchasers and
consumers to buy or use their products.

Par. 8. The above acts and things done by the respondent are all
to the injury and prejudice of the public and the competitors of
respondent in interstate commerce within the intent and meaning of
Section 5 of an Act of Congress entitled “An Act to create a Federal
Trade Commission, to define its powers and duties, and for other
burposes,” approved September 26, 1914.

Report, FinDINGS As TO THE Facts, AND OrDER

Pursuant to the provisions of an Act of Congress approved Sep-
tember 26, 1914, entitled “An Act to create a Federal Trade Commis-
Slon, to define its powers and duties, and for other purposes,” the
_F ederal Trade Commission, on January 31, 1936, issued and served
Its complaint in this proceeding upon respondents George Landon
and M. M. Warner, a copartnership, trading as Landon & Warner,
charging them with the use of unfair methods of competition in
Commerce in violation of the provisions of said act. After the issu-
ance of said complaint and the filing of the respondent’s answer
thereto, testimony and other evidence in support of the allegations of
the saiq complaint were introduced by Allen C. Phelps, attorney for
th_e Commission before William C. Reeves, an examiner of the Com-
Mission, theretofore duly designated by it, and in opposition to the
allegations of the complaint by George Landon, attorney for the
tespondents; and said testimony and other evidence were duly re-
corded and filed in the office of the Commission. Thereafter, the
Proceeding regularly came on for final hearing before the Commis-
Slon on the said complaint, the answer thereto, testimony and other
®vidence and briefs in support of the complaint and in opposition
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thereto (oral arguments of counsel having been waived); and the
Commission having duly considered the same and being now fully
advised in the premises, finds that this proceeding is in the interest
of the public, and makes this its findings as to the facts and its
conclusion drawn therefrom:

FINDINGS A8 TO THE FACTS

Paracrapu 1. Respondents, George Landon and M. M. Warner, are
the sole partners of a copartnership engaged in business at Chicago,
Ill., under the name and style of Landon & Warner. Respondents,
trading as said copartnership are engaged in the business of offering
for sale, selling, and distributing an elastic, fabricated belt known
and designated as the “Director” belt, to ultimate consumers located
in the several States of the United States and in the District of Colum-
bia. Said belt is offered for sale, sold, and distributed for use as an
abdominal support, to provide a means of massaging the abdominal
area of the wearer, for use in the reduction of surplus fat around the
abdomen and for the relief of obesity in that region.

Par. 2. In the course and conduct of the said business respondents
sell and distribute their said “Director” belt directly to members of
the purchasing public, by and through the use of the United States
mails. Said respondents cause their said “Director” belt when sold
to be transported from their place of business in the city of Chicago,
State of Illinois, into and through the several States of the United
States other than the State of Illinois, including the District of Colum-
bia, to the various members of the consuming public to whom they
have been sold, said purchasers being located in all of the different
States of the United States and the District of Columbia.

Par. 3. There are and have been other individuals, firms, and cor-
porations in various States of tho United States engaged in the sale
and distribution in interstate commerce, of belts and devices designed,
intended and used for the same general purpose as respondents’ said
“Director” belt, and such other individuals, firms, and corporations
have caused and do cause their said devices and belts when sold by
them to be transported from the various States of the United States
in which said products are manufactured or held for distribution, to,
into and through States other than the State of origin or shipment
thereof. Said respondents have been and are in competition in inter-
gtate commerce in the offering for sale, sale, and distribution of the
said “Director” belt with such other individuals, firms, and corpora-
tions above mentioned. Said products so sold in competition with
respondents’ said “Director” belt are sold by such other individuals,



LANDON & WARNER 59
52 Findings

firms, and corporations, through the medium of the United States
mails and otherwise directly to the consumers, and also at wholesale
to retail outlets of various kinds for resale to the consumer,

P4r. 4. Respondents in advertising their said elastic, fabricated
belt designated as the “Director” belt have and do cause advertise-
nents descriptive of the product and its purported uses to be inserted
In varjous magazines, newspapers, and periodicals having general cir-
culation between and among the various States of the United States,
and further publish and circulate in aid of the sale of said product,
certain descriptive letters, circulars, booklets, and other printed mat-
ter which are usually transmitted to purchasers or prospective pur-
chasersg through the United States mails. Through said advertise-
Inents, letters, circulars, booklets, and other literature so circulated
In the several States by the respondents to purchasers and prospective
burchasers respondents represent and imply that said elastic, fabri-
cated belt known and designated as the “Director” belt, as the result
of being worn and used as directed and without the use of drugs and
withoyt dieting, reduces and has the capacity to reduce the measure of
the waist line of the wearer thereof from four to six inches, or some
other greater amount up to eleven inches; that by the use of said “Di-
Tector” belt practically all adipose tissue can surely be eliminated;
that the elastic action of said “Director” belt when worn causes a gen-
tle changing pressure on the abdomen bringing results formerly ob-
tained only by regular massage and exercise; that the use of said Lelt
Mmakes the wearer thereof feel fifteen years younger and eliminates
a tired and bloated feeling after meals; that the use of said belt helps
t? relieve shortness of breath, restores the vigor of the user, makes

Im look years younger the minute he starts to wear it; that the use
of said belt breaks the constipation habit, cures constipation and in-
Creases elimination and regularity in a normal way without the use
of harsl) and irritating cathartics; that the use of said belt adds years
1o the wearer’s life; that the use of said belt reduces the fat of the
Wearer, eliminates excess fat around the abdomen and corrects or
eliminates obesity in said region; that the use of said belt constitutes
& remedy for and is a safe and efficacious medium of treatment for
abdomina] obesity; and makes other representations of similar import,

Par. 5. Typical statements by respondents in their said advertise-
ments, letters, circulars, booklets, and other literature so circulated in
offering for sale and selling the said “Director” belt are the following:

Eight inches off waistline. Director Belt reduced my waistline from 42 to 34
inches, I feel 10 years younger. Constipation gone—no tired, bloated feeling

after meals, @, Newton, Troy, N. Y. Director belt instantly improves your
Ubpearance, puts snap in your step, relieves “shortness of breath” restores your
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vigor as fat vanishes, loose, fallen abdominal muscles go back where they belong.
Gentle, massage-like action increases elimination and regularity in a mnormal
way without the use of harsh, irritating cathartics. You look and feel years
younger, Sent on trial, Let us prove our claims, No obligation. Write today
for trial offer. New, easy way—no drugs, no diet,

Must reduce waistline three inches or no cost. Massage reduces—so does
“Director.” Its elastic action with every movement of your body causes a gentle,
changing, vibrating pressure that easily and comfortably works away abdomen
fat, restores vigor. You look and feel years younger a8 soon as you wear
Director Belt. Sent on Trial—Iet us prove our claims. If you don’t get results
you owe nothing.

Reduce 4 to 6 inches without drugs, without dieting, or your money re-
funded * * * How Director works. Director is fitted to your individual
measure without laces, hooks or buttons. Its elastic action causes a gentle
changing pressure on the abdomen bringing results formerly, obtained only by
regular massage and exercise. Now all you have to do is to slip on a Director
and watch results. Reduce Like This. Let us prove our claims. We'll send
a Director for trial. If you don’t get results you owe nothing.

A sure, simple easy way to reduce your girth two to four inches instantly
and then acquire a permanent reduction. Tesults assured—or not a penny’s
cost to you. We want an opportunity to prove to you that Director will accom-
plish wonders in reducing your welght and walst measure. So we ask permis-
sion to send you a Director for one week's trial.

Trial Offer. We have tried to give you some idea of what Director {s and
how 1t is warranted to reduce excess fat. Dut nothing we can say will be half
s0 convincing as an actual test. So we Invite a test on this basis. Use the
Order IForm enclosed with this letter—send today for a Director. Wear it for
one week. Then, {f you don't agree with each and every statement we have
made herein, simply return the belt and we will refund your money promptly and
the trial wcn'’t cost you a penny. We can think of no more fair or liberal offer
than this. In fairness to yourself please make this test. Fill in and mail the
Order Form today. We warrant every Director Belt to be fitted to your measure
and woven from the finest fabrics for the purpose, and we warrant that it will
perfectly fit the wearer, Director Belt is to satisfy you in every way. You are
to have the privilege of examining it and wearing it for two weeks, If for any
reason it does not meet your approval you may return it and we will refund
the money sent with the order, which will be held as a deposit, pending your
decision to keep or return the belt, You, the wearer, are to be the judge,

Your waistline 1s too large. It needs attention. Dy letting it go it will con-
tinue to grow—bigger and bigger. Your stomach has no stopping point. Once
it starts to sag and bulge health suffers—appearance too. Why not follow my
suggestion. Director will reduce your growing paunch to a size consistent with
good health and rebuild your body. Ilere's my offer. If Director doesn't reduce
your stomach within two weeks, the trial will cost you nothing. If for any reason
you are not entirely satisfied, I'll refund your money—every penny of it—
without delay or conversation. That's fair—Isn't it? Every day I receive
letters from enthusiastic Director users. They have found that the easy com-
fort of Director reducing belt is just what they need; that it does them a world
of good. Ilere Is a letter that came in this morning. After 2 weeks the sum
of $6.50 is to be refunded to me by Landon & Warner if I am not satisfled with
the Director Belt,
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Wear Director on trial. Reduce your waistline this natural and easy way,
Director will reduce waistline 4 and 6 inches; improve appearance; eliminate
Constipation ; promote digestion; renew vitality. * * * Fat disappears. The
Improvement that Director makes in your appearance will please you. You
Will enjoy a feeling of restored vitality and new life but the knowledge that
€xcess fat ig surely disappearing during every moment of the day is the most
Comforting feeling of all. Director does more than Jjust relieve—it effects a
Permanent reduction of waist measurement and fat as well, Director actually
Promotes the absorption and elimination of all excess fat. We warrant every
Director Belt to be fitted to your measure and woven from the finest fabrics
for the purpose, and we warrant that it will perfectly fit the wearer, Director
Belt i3 to satisfy you in every way. You are to have the privilege of exam-
Ining ¢ and wearing it for two weeks. If for any reason it does not meet your
approval you may return it and we will refund the money sent with the order,
Which wi1l pe held as a deposit pending your decision to keep or return the belt.
You, the wearer, are to be the judge.

Par. 6. In truth and in fact: Respondents’ said “Director” belt
when worn and used as directed does not and will not reduce the
Measure of the waistline of the wearer from four to six inches or some
greater amount up to eleven inches without the use of drugs or with-
Out dieting, The faithful use of said “Director” belt will not elimi-
Rate, nor has it ever eliminated, practically all adipose tissue. The
elastic action of said belt does not cause a gentle changing pressure
on the abdomen bringing results formerly obtained only by regular
Massage and exercise. The use of said belt does not make the wearer
feel fifteen years younger, or any certain number of years younger,
Or eliminate g tired, bloated feeling after meals. The use of said belt
d?es not help to relieve shortness of breath nor does it restore the
Vigor of the user or make him look years younger the minute he starts
to wear it. The use of said belt does not break the constipation

abit, cure constipation, or increase elimination and regularity in a
Norma] way without the use of harsh irritating cathartics. The use
of said belt does not add yecars to the wearer’s life. The use of said

elt does not reduce the fat of the wearer, eliminate excess fat around
the abdomen or cure obesity in that region. Said belt is not a remedy

9T, or a safe, proper or efficacious medium of treatment for abdo-
ning] obesity. In general, the statements, representations and impli-
Cations referred to or set forth in paragraphs 4 and 5 above are in-
accurate, unfounded in fact, or greatly exaggerated.

Par, 7, The representations of respondents above set forth and
Made as aforesaid have had and do have the tendency and capacity
to and go confuse, mislead and deceive members of the public into
t}{e false belief that the use of respondents’ “Director” belt does and
Wil reduce excess fat around the abdomen and does and will bring
bout the beneficial results to the wearer which said advertisements

146756m—39—vol, 24—o7
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and literature state and imply have been and will be achieved by the
use of said belt. Said representations so made by respondents have
had and do have the tendency and capacity to induce members of the
public to buy and use said belt because of the erroneous beliefs so
engendered and to thus divert trade to respondents from competitors
engaged in the sale and distribution in interstate commerce of devices
and belts designed, sold and used for the same or similar purposes as
respondents’ belt who do not by false and misleading representations
or advertising induce purchasers and consumers to buy or use their
products.
CONCLUSION

The aforesaid acts and practices of the respondents, George Lan-
don and M. M. Warner, a copartnership trading as Landon & Warner,
are to the prejudice of the public and of respondents’ competitors
and constitute unfair methods of competition in commerce within
the intent and meaning of Section 5 of an Act of Congress approved
September 26, 1914, entitled “An Act to create a IFederal Trade Com-
mission, to define its powers and duties, and for other purposes.”

ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST

This proceeding having been heard by the Federal Trade Com-
mission upon the complaint of the Commission, the answer of re-
spondents, testimony and other evidence taken before William C.
Reeves, an examiner of the Commission, theretofore duly designated
by it, in support of the allegations of said complaint and in opposi-
tion thereto, and briefs filed herein by Allen C. Phelps, counsel for
the Commission, and by George Landon, counsel for the respondents
(oral arguments having been waived) ; and the Commission having
made its findings as to the facts and its conclusion that said respond-
ents have violated the provisions of an Act of Congress, approved
September 26, 1914, entitled, “An Act to create a Federal Trade Com-
mission, to define its powers and duties, and for other purposes.”

It is ordered, That the respondents, George Landon and M. M.
Warner, individually, and as partners in the copartnership of Landon
and Warner, and their representatives, agents, and employees, in
connection with the offering for sale, sale and distribution of that
certain elastic fabricated abdominal belt, known as the “Director”
belt or any other belt of substantially similar construction, in inter-
state commerce or in the District of Columbia, by the use, publica
tion or circulation of advertisements, letters, circulars, booklets, of
other printed matter, or by the inclusion of testimonials in such ad” -
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vertising literature or by any other means whatsoever, do forthwith
Cease and desist from representing:

1. That as a result of wearing said belt the waistline of the wearer
Will be permanently reduced in circumference,

2. That the said belt, when worn, provides a gentle, changing pres-
Sure or massage-like action which will reduce the waistline of the
Wearer,

3. That the wearing of said belt will bring about results formerly
obtained by massage and exercise.

4. That by the use of said belt excess fat or fatty tissue at the
Waistline or around the abdomen will be absorbed, eliminated, rubbed
off or caused to disappear.

5. That the wearing of said belt in and of itself makes the wearer

eel 15 years younger, or any certain number of years younger, or
eliminates 5 tired, bloated feeling after meals, relieves shortness of
reath or restores the vigor of the user,

6. That the wearing of said belt will break the constipation habit,
CUre constipation or increase elimination and regularity in a normal
Way without the use of harsh irritating cathartics.

7. That the wearing of said belt will reduce body weight or cure
OF relieve obesity.

8. That the wearing of said belt provides a remedy for or consti-
t‘ll)tES a safe, proper or efficacious method of treatment for abdominal
Obesity,

1t is further ordered, That the respondents shall, within 60 days
alter service upon them of this order, file with the Commission a
reP_OI‘t in writing setting forth in detail the manner and form in
Which they have complied with this order.
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Ix tHE MATTER OF

MARION VAULT MANUFACTURING COMPANY

COMPLAINT, FINDINGS, AND ORDER IN REGARD TO THE ALLEGED VIOLATION

OF SEC. 5 OF AN ACT OF CONGRESS APPROVED SEPT. 26, 1914

Docket 2712. Oomplaint, Feb. 4}, 1936—Decision, Dec. 4, 1936

Where a corporation engaged in the manufacture of two types of metal burial

vaults, 1. e, its “New Imperial Burial Vault” and “Gold Seal Burial Vault,”
and in the sale thereof to jobbers, funeral directors, and undertakers—

(a) Represented, in circulars advertising its sald products, distributed among

undertakers, funeral directors, and morticians, that its said Imperial Vaults
would “protect through the years” and that they were “inherently quali-
fied to provide enduring protection,” and, as to said “Patented Double
Seal,” that it was “permanenily secure” and that it “improves as time
goes on”; and represented that the former were watertight both at time
of interment and after, and were waterproof and endured as such under all
conditions for fifty years, and would give permanent protection; and

(b) Made use of certificates of warranty or guarantee, in connection with sale

and offer of latter, that said vaults were guaranteed “to be vermin, mois-
ture, water, and air-proof, and to give positive protection for an indefinite
pumber of years,” and authorized “the undersigned furneral directors” “to
countersign this guarantee to the purchaser”;

The facts being that, while its said vaults were equal to the standard metal

vaults made by the industry and were not inferior products or made of an
inferior grade of metal or by methods of construction which differed from
those used by reputable and responsible members of the industry in question,
but were made with great care by skilled workmen, of the highest grade
and quality of metals obtainable by it for the manufacture of such vaults,
impervious and impenetrable by moisture, vermin, and water during the
life of the metals, such metals were not rust or corrosion resistant to the
extent that they would never rust or corrode after burial and, once rusted
or corroded to a certain extent during a period of years, they would crumble
and disintegrate; corrosive qualities, present in all soils, vary greaily, so
that, while in many sections throughout the United States in which soil
corrosion is not a problem, and in some of which a 12-gange metal vault,
buried, would resist penetration by corrosion for more than one hundred
years, in other soils its said vaults would pit through and cease to be water-
proof in from eight to ten years; conjunction of conditions, which does not
always exist, must obtain In the case of said vaults in order to provide pro-
tection from entering water; its vaults and the materials from which made
have not been tested under ground for the full period of fifty years; dis-
interment is rare and it had rarely been called upon to replace its saild
vaults;

With capacity and tendency, as result of such misleading acts and practices, to

induce the public to purchase and use the same in the belief that said
statements and representations, which were each and all to the prejudice
of the public, were true, and to divert unfairly trade to it from its com-



