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Syllabus 24 F.T. C. 

IN THE MA'ITER OF 

MAURICE WILI .. ENS, DOING BUSINESS UNDER THE :FIRM 
NAME AND STYLE OF MUSHROOM GROWERS OF 
AMERICA 

COMPLAINT, FINDINGS, AND ORDER !N REGARD TO THE ALLEGED VIOLATION 
OF SEC. ~ OF AN ACT OF CONGRESS APPROVED SEPT. 26, 1914. 

Doc~·et 2952. Complaint, Oct. 20, 1936-Decisirm, Ma11 15, 1937. 

'Vhere an individual engaged In promoting sale of mushroom spawn, In com· 
petition with others selling ~uch product~ in interstate commerce, or with 
lPgltfmate trade nssociations of growers, or with those who do not repre· 
sPnt that such products may be grown In any Idle space about the home 
or raho•ed there In ~<mall qnantltles with tremendous financial l"etnrns, or 
make other represPntatlons as hereinafter set forth-

(a) Represented, throngh trade nmne "Mushroom Growers of America," and 
featuring thereof In his correspondence, advertisements, and trade litera· 
ture, and as signature to corre~pondencc and circulars, together with slg· 
nature by "Mannglng DirPctor," and through use of such name on cards 
Issued to persons making thPir Initial Jlllrchnse from him, certifying such 
per11on wa!3 entltlf'd to the he1wftts of "onr Growers Service Bureau at all 
times," and requesting snrh person, whenever a problem presented itself, 
"to commnnlcate with ns and we will give yon the best possible advice," 
without cha rgc, and thron~h statement In correspondence, advertisements 
and trnde literature to the effect thnt "Your :!1[. G. A. membership card en· 
titles yon to the prompt ond efficient ndvlRory Rervice of the M. G. A. Serv· 
Ice Bnrenn entirely wlthont cost to you," that buslnPss operated by him 
was a lnrge and snhstantinl organization or trade association of many 
persons, mntnnlly cooperatiug with each other in the Industry in growing 
nnd marketing mu>:hrooms, and that it mHintalned a statl' of expert per­
sonnel who might he consulted for advice as to technical questions arising 
In connection with said indu!ltry, facts being It was not such an organlz!\· 
tion, was not in<'orporate!l, had no board of dlrl.'<'tors or mannglng director, 
and was simply a firm nnme or RtyW n<lopted by Individual in question to 
induce members of public to patronize such individual under false impres­
sion that they were dealing with a bona fide trade organization or assocla· 
tlon, and neither said Individual nor any of his employees were expert 
In growing mn!':ln·ooms or competent to give t£'<'hnl<'al a<lvl<'e concerning 
the same; and 

(b) HPpresented thnt mu>:hrooms might en>:Hy be g1·own In nny idle spare in 
or nbont the home and without unpleasant odors, and that such growing was 
a simple and highly remunerative Industry In which anyone might success· 
fnlly engnge for p1·oflt without previous experl.:>Hce or technical sklll, and 
that there wns a shortage on the market of mushrooms and amateurs might 
make a fortune or n 1mbstantlal profit, through such statements, among 
others, as "Almost any vacant, Idle space Rhout your home can be quicklY 
1111(1 inexpensively eouverted into an Ideal Mushroom bed. • • • ," "Just 
a few dollars will get you well on your way to success," "Almost any 
Yacant space ~·lclds big money In mushroom growing," "• • • one of the 
SIMPLEST and most REMUNERATIVE of Industries • • •," "• • • 
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so simple and easy that almost nuy person * * * can become a suc­
cessful Mushroom Grower," "A DIGNIFIED BUSINI<}SS FOil WOMEN 
ALSO * • *," "M. G. A. Mushroom brc:ls !'mit no unpleasant oc:lor," 
facts being there is no unusual demand for mushrooms, production thereof 
loy nmat!'nr growPrs at home is not highly remunerative and has not been 
so financially to professional growers for a number of years, mushrooms 
cannot be successfully raised in any !dle space, etc., or simply anu readily 
grown without experit>nce, but growing thereof Is a matter lnvoldng con­
sideJ·able care and eXJJCrience, and cannot be carried on without odor an!l 
is not such an undertaking as many women would care to engage in, and 
statements and representations above set forth and indicated were othPrwise 
false and misleading; 

With effect of misleading aud deceiving a substantial portion of the put·chas­
lng public Into the erroneous belief thnt all said repr!'sentations were true, 
aud into purchase of said individual's mushroom Sl1Uwn iu reliance· thereon, 
and with result that said indivic:lual incr!'nsed his own sales of said prod­
uct, thus di;;honestly promoted, advertised or repre!'ented, and thereby less­
ened market for similar products sold by other growers, merchants or 
dealers who truthfully represented nature, adYantage m· expectant financial 
returns from planting such spawn or desirability of becoming mushroom 
growers, and also their true size and eharacter as commercial concerns 
through their trade or corporate name or style, antl trade was unfairly 
tlivertell to said individunl from competitors engaged in sale of slmilat· 
protlu(·t and who truthfully represented nntnre of their fit·m or corporate 
structure or that of the mushroom business or uesirubility of becomiug such 
gt·owers or demand for snell products nud financial returns obtainable by 
growing same; to the substantial injury of the purdHlslng public and of 
competition in commerce: 

lleld, That such acts and prnctices were to the prPjudice of the puhlic and 
competitors and constituted unfair methods of competition. 

Before Air. William C'. Reet•es and Mr. John L. Ilornor, trial 
examiners. 

Air. James 111. Hammond for the Commission. 

Col\II'LAINT 

Pursuant to the provisions of an A\ct of Congress, approved Sep­
tember 26, 1914, entitled "An Act to create a Federal Trade Com­
Inhsion, to define its powers and duties, and for other purposes," 
the Federal Trade Commission, haYing reason to believe that .Maurice 
Willens, an individual, doing business under the firm name and style 
of Mushroom Growers of America, hereinafter referred to as re­
spondent, has been and is using unfair methods of competition in 
commerce, as "commerce" is defined in said act, and it appearing to 
!he Commission that a proceeding by it in respect thereof would be 
~n 1he public interest, hereby issues its complaint stating its charges 
In that respect as follows: 

PARAGRAPH 1. Respondent, Maurice Willens, is an individual doing 
business under the firm name and style o:f Mushroom Growers of 
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America, with his office and principal place of business at 431 North 
Clark St., Chicago, Ill. He is now, and has been, for more than one 
year last past, engaged in the business of promoting the sale of mush­
room spawn through the medium of the trade name Mushroom Grow­
ers of America, and in shipping said mushroom spawn, when sold, 
to the purchasers thereof, some located in the State of Illinois, and 
·uthers located in various other States of the United States and in 
the District of Columbia. There is now, and has been for more than 
one year last past, a constant current of trade and commerce by 
respondent in the aforesaid mushroom spawn between and among the 
various States of the United States. In the course and conduct of his 
business the respondent is now, and has been, in substantial competi­
tion with other persons, and with corporations, firms, and partner­
ships, likewise engaged in the sale of mushroom spawn in commerce 
between and among the various States of the United States· and in 
the District of Columbia. 

PAR. 2. In the course and conduct of his business, as described in 
paragraph 1 hereof, and for more than one year last past, the re­
spondent herein, in soliciting the sale of and selling his mushroom 
spawn in commerce, as herein set out, represents in his correspondence, 
advertisements, and trade literature that his business is the: 

l\IUSIIROOI\1 GROWERS OF Al\IERICA 

Respondent also causes his letters, correspondence, and circulars to 
be executed in this manner: 

Very truly yours, 
1\IUSIIllOOl\I GHOWERS OF AMEll ICA, 

By----, 
JJfanaging Director. 

Uespondent also causes cards to be issued to each person on making 
his initial purchase from him, reading as follows: 

No. ---- Non-Transferable 

TilE 1\IUSIInOQ:)I GllOWF.llS OF Al\lERIC.\. 

'fhis is to certify that: 

]\{ ____________________________________ ------------------------------------
Is entitled to the bl'nl'fits of our Growers Service Bureau at all times. When­
ever a problem presents Itself you are requested to communicate with us and 
we will give yon the best possible advice. No charge is made for this Service. 

1Dated --------------------- __ 103--
(Signed) -- --, 

lllauagino Di1·cctor. 
431-435 No. Clark St., Chicngo, Ill. 
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Respondent also states in his correspondence, advertisements, and 
trade literature, among other things, that: 

Your M. G. A. mE-mbership card ·entitles you to the prompt and efficient 
ach·isory service of the M. G. A. Service Bureau entirely without cost to you. 

Said statements serve as representations on the part of the 
!'espondent, Maurice Willens, to a substantial portion of the purchas­
lng public that his said firm, Mushroom Growers of America, is a 
large and substantial organization or trade association of many 
Persons mutually c.ooperu.ting with each other in the industry of 
:gr.owing and marketing mushrooms, and that said association main­
buns a staff of expert personnel who may be consulted for advice as 
to technical questions arising in connection with this industry. 

In truth and in fact, respondent's firm name and style, "Mush­
l'oo~ Growers of America," is not an association or trade organi­
.zatiOn of many individual growers or producers of mushrooms, is 
~ot ~nc~rporated, has no board of directors or managing director; 

ut IS Simply a firm name or style adopted by the said respondent, 
.Maurice 1Villens, an individual, for the purpose of inducing members 
·of the public to patronize him under the false impression that they 
·Hr~ dealing with a bona fide trade organization or association, and 
.neither respondPnt nor any employe3 is an expert in growing mush­
.l'ooms or competent to give technical advice concerning the same. 

1) An, 3. In the course and conduct of his business as described in 
.Pal'agraph 1 hereof, and for more than one year last past, the 
respondent herein, in soliciting the sale of and in selling his 
.mushroom spawn in commerce as herein set out, states in his con·e­
sphondence, advertisPmPnts, or trade literature, among other things, 
.t at: 

Almost any vncaut, idie S(111Ce about your llome can be quickly and in--exp . ·h ensively converted into an ideal Mushroom bed. Any cellar, garage or 
8 

ed Is suitable. Consequently just a few dollars will get you well on your • 
Way to success. 

YOUR CELLAR, SHED, GARAGE, ATTic-oR ANY OTHER VACANT, 
!_DLE SPACE-WILL .MAKE AN IDEAL PLACE FOR YOUR MUSHROOl\I 
nEDs. 

Almost any vacant space yields big money in mushroom growing . 
. Mushroom growing one of the SIMPLEST and most REMUNERATIVE of 
llldustrles, is almost ~nknown in the United States . 
. Earu big money at home! Raise Mushrooms in your basement, cellar, garage, 
~die llluces. Large Companies require tons of mushrooms dally for Mushroom 
'"'0Up, 

. The growing of .1\Iushroorus ls so simple and easy that almost any person 
.Jn auy walk of life can· become a successful Mushroom Grower, 

You will find that It does not take very long to become a big, successful 
•OJlt> t ru or in this buslne!ls, if you apply yourself to it, for the rudiments ot 



1228 FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION DECISIONS 

Complaint 24F. T. C. 

1\Iu:;hroom Growing under 1\[. G. A.'s competent guidance can be mastere<l 
very quickly. 

It's easy to grow and market Mushrooms for profit the 1\I. G. A. way. AnY 
man or woman can conduct this paying ·business right at home. 

Till;; l\IUSIIROOl\1 GROWERS OF AMElliCA INVITES YOU TO SHARE 
IN TilE PROI<'ITS 01!' AN UNUSUALLY WELL-PAYING INDUSTRY. 

No other method of establishing a stendy, worthwhile income can be so 
readily undPrtt~ken as liiuAhroom Growing. • • • No other business offers 
ll more ·unlimited opportunity for quick expansion. 

'.fhere Is a fortune in Mushrooms. 
Thus you see, lack of personal experience is no handicap in this amazing 

l.msiness If you put yourself nnder the guidnnce of competent, sympathetic. 
:ulri~ors. 

A DIGNIFIED BUSINESS FOR WOMEN ALSO. Many women also ar~t 
searching for remunemtive and plea>;ant employnwnt and what can be more 
dignified than 1\lushroom Growing? It is cleun work and there is noUJillg 
menial about it. 

1\I. G. A. Mushroom beds emit no mlpi.Pasaut odor. 

Said statements serve as representations on the part of respondent 
to a substantial portion of the purchasing public that there is a 
tremendous demanu for mushrooms anu that the respondent':; mush· 
room spawn will produce extraordinary finaneial remuneration to 
growers thereof, and that saitl spawn may be planted in any idle 
space about the home; that said mushroom growing may be accom· 
plished without odors; that it is an easy and pleasant occupation 
and may be successfully accomplished by persons of 110 experience 
whatsoever. 

In truth and in fact, there is no unusual demand for mushroon~s, 
and the production of mushrooms by amateur growers at home lll 

small beds is not highly remunerative financially. Mushrooms can· 
not be successfully raised in any idle space about the home, but ctti1 
only be grown in properly constructed places kept at a definite 
temperature, ventilated in a precise manner, accompanied by the 
exclusion of light. The raising of mushrooms cannot be acconl· 
plished without disagreeable odors, as the preparation of the beds 
involves the use of a compost made from manure. Mushrooms can­
not be successfully grown without experience, as production requires 
a high degree of ~chnical skill. It is not an easy nnd pleastlllt 
occupation, due to the hard work and disagreeable odor incident to 
JH'Pparing the compost, erecting the beds, and the constant care a.ntl 
attention required in regulating the tPmperature, humidity, and 
wntilation. 

PAn. 4. There are among the competitors of respondent, as set 
forth in paragraph 1 hereof, other individuals firms corporations, 

l . ' ' e or partners 11ps who do sell mushroom spawn in interstate commerc 
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or who are legitimate trade associations of mushroom growers, o,_. 
who do not represent that mushrooms may be grown in any idle 
space about the home, or that mushrooms can be raised in small 
(lllantities at home "·ith tremendous financial returns, and in th& 
other ways set forth in paragraphs 2 and 3 hereof. 

PAR. 5. The acts and practices of respondent in using a finn 11ame 
or style calculated to falsely induce ·the public to believe that re­
spondent's business, conducted under the nnme of l\Inshroom Grow­
ers of America is,. in fact, a trade organization or association of 
bona fide mushroom growers, allll in falsely rt>presenting and ad­
-vertising that there is a trememlous demand for Jmu;hrooms, and 
that they may be grown in any idle space about the home, to the 
great financial advantage of the person so doing; that the raising 
of mushrooms may be accompli.shed ·without odors in the home; that 
the same are easy to plant and grow without any experience o,_. 
technical skill; that respondent is personally an expert in the grow·ing 
of mushrooms, and maintains personnel skilletl in advising custom­
ers how to raise mushrooms, are all calcuated to mislead and deceive, 
and have, and have had, the cnpacity, tmt<1Pncy and effect of mis­
leading and deceiving, and lun·e miF-~led and dPcPived, a substantial 
Portion of the pmchasing and cOJJSnming public into the erroneou~ 
belief that all of said representations are true and into the purchase 
of respondent's mushroom spa,Yn, in reliance on said representations. 

Dy means of these false and mislPading rPpresentations, made to 
t~e purchasing public as above described, respondent has incrPased 
Ins own sales of said mushroom spawn, so dishonestly promoted, ud­
Veltised, or represeuted, thereby le~sening the market for similar 
spawn sold by other growers, merchants, or dealers, who truthfully 
represent the nature, adYantage, or expectant financial return from 
Pla~ting or the disirability of becoming mushroom growers, awl 
the1r true size and charactu ns commercial concerns, by their tmde .. 
or corporate name or style. . 

As a result thercof, trade is unfairly divertctl to the respondent 
from competitors en (J'n O'ed in the sale in interstate commerce of simi-l b ., 

ar mushroom spawn, who truthfully represent tho true nature of 
the~r .firm or corporate structure, or the true nature of the mushroom 
bus111ess, or the desirability of becoming mushroom growers, or the· 
demand for mushrooms, and the .financial retums obtainable thereby. 
Further, as a result thereof, substantial injury has been and is being 
done by respondent to the purchasing public and to competition in 
commerce among and between the various States of the United States 
and the District of Columbia. 
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PAR. 6. The above and foregoing acts, practices, and repreHenta­
tions of the respondent have been and are all to the prejudice of the 
public and respondent's competitors, as aforesaid, and have been, 
and are, unfair methods of competition within the meaning and in­
tent of Section 5 of an Act of Congress entitled "An Act to create a 
Federal Trade Commission, to define its powers and duties, and for 
other purposes." 

UErmtT, FINDINGS AS TO TilE FACTs, AND OnDER 

Pursuant to the provisions of an Act of Congress approved Sep­
tember 26, 1914, entitled "An Act to create a Federal Trade Com­
mission, to define its powers and duties, and for other purposes," the 
Federal Trade Commission, on October 20, 1936, issued and served its 
complaint in this proceeding upon responder'lt, Maurice Willens, an 
individual doing business under the firm name and style of Mush­
room Growers of America, charging him with the use of unfair 
methods of competition in commerce in violation of the provisions 
of said act. After the issuance of said complaint and the filing of 
respondent's answer thereto, testimony and other evidence in support 
of the allegations of said complaint were introduced by J·ames M. 
Hammond and Eugene Carmichael, Jr., attorneys for the Commis­
sion, before 'Villiam C. Heeves and John L. Hornor, examiners for 
the Commission, theretofore duly designated by it, and said testi­
mony and other evidence were duly recorded and filed in the office 
of the Commission. 

Thereafter, the respondent filed a motion to withdraw his answer 
to the complaint theretofore filed with the Commission under date 
of November 24, 1936, and submitted a substitute answer admitting 
all the material allegations of the complaint to be true. The Com· 
mission, by order entered herein, has granted respondent's request 
for permission to withdraw his original answer and to substitute 
therefor his answer admitting all• the material allegations of the 
complaint to be true, and waiving the taking of further evidence 
and all other intervening procedure, which substituted unswer wns 
duly filed in the office of the Commisl"'ion. 

Thereafter this proceeding regularly came on for final hearing 
before the Commission on the said complaint, and the substitute an· 
swer thereto, the testimony and other evidence, briefs having been 
waived, and the Commission having duly considered the same and 
being now fully advised in the premises, finds that this proceeding 
is in the interest of the public and makes this its findings ns to the 
facts and its conclusion drawn therefrom: 
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FIXDINGS AS TO THE FACTS 

~ARAGRAl'H 1. Respondent, l\faurice Willens, is an individual doing 
busmess under the firm name and style of Mushroom Growers of 
America, with his office and principal place of business at 431 North 
Clark Street, Chicago, Ill. He is now, and has been for more than 
o~e year last past, engaged in the business of promoting the sale 
of mushroom spawn through the medium of the trade name, Mush­
room Growers of America, and in shipping said mushroom spawn, 
when sold from his aforesaid place of business, to the purchasers 
thereof, some located in the State of Illinois, and others located in 
Yarious other States of the United States and in the District of Co­
lumbia. There is now, and has been for more than one year last 
Past, a constant current of trade and commerce by respondent in 
the aforesaid mushroom spawn between and among the various 
States of the United States. In the course and conduct of his busi­
n~ss, the respondent is now and has been in substantial competition 
tlth .other persons, und with corporations, firms, and partnerships 
Jkewrse engaged in the sale of mushroom spawn in commerce be-

1\,·een and among the various States of the United States and in 
the DiE>trict of Columbia. 

PAn. 2. In the course and conduct of his business, as described in 
Paragraph 1 hereof, and for more than one year last past, the re­
spondent herein, in soliciting the sale of and selling his mushroom 
spawn in commerce, as herein set out, causes his correspondence, ad­
Vertisements, and trade literature to conspicuously display his said 
trade name as follows, to wit: 

1\IUSIIROOl\I GROWERS Oil' .Al\llmiC.A 

b Respondent also causes his letters, correspondence, and circulars to 
e executed in this manner : 

Very truly yours, 
1\lUSIIROmi GROWERS OF AMERICA, 

Dy----, 
Managing Director. 

h' ~esp?ndent also causes cards to be issued to each person on making 
IS Initial purchase from him, reading as follows: 

No . ---------- Non-Transferable 

THE 1\IUSIIROOl\1 GROWERS OF .AMERICA 

M: This is to certify that: 

I -------------------------------------------------------------------------
8 entitled to the benefits of our Growers Service Dureau at all times. \Vhen-
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ever a problem presents itself you are requested to communicate with us and 
we will give you the best posslhle advice. No charge Is made for this servict>. 

])ated ------------------------193-­
(Signed) ---------- ----------

Managing Di1·ector. 
431-435 No. Clark St., Clllcago, Ill. 

He.spondent also states in his correspondence, advertisements, and 
trade literature, among other things, that: 

Your M. G. A. membership card entitles you to the prompt and efficient 
advlsot·y service of the 1\I. G. A. St>nice Bureau entirely without cost to you. 

Said statemPnts sPrYe as reprefentations on thP pa1t of the respond­
ent, Maurice 'Villens, to a substantial portion of the purchasing pub­
lic that• his said firm, :Mushroom Growers of America, is a large and 
substantial organization or trade association of many persons mutu­
ally cooperating with each other in the industry of growing und 
marketing mushrooms, and that said association maintains a staff of 
expert per!"onnel who may be cons11ltNl for advice as to teehniral 
questions arising in connection with this industry. 

"Mushroom Growers of America" is not an association or trade 
organization of many individual growers or produce.rs of mushrooms, 
is not incorporated, has no board of directors or managing director; 
but is simply a firm name or style ndopte.d by' the said respondent, 
Mauriee WillPns, an iiHlh·idual, for the purpose of inducing mrm· 
bPrs of the public to patronize him under the false impression thnt 
they are de.aling with a bona fide trade organization or association. 
Nl:'ither responllent nor any of his employees are ex1wrt in growing 
mushrooms or competent to giYe technical advice conce.rning the 
same. 

PAn. 3. In the conduct of his business as described in paragruph 
1 he.reof, and for more than one year last pa~t, the rrsponde1~t 
hel'ein, in selling his mushroom spawn as herein set out, states in }llii 

correspondence, advertisrments, or tracle literature, among other 
things, that: 

Almost any YllCaut, idle !;pace auout your home Cllll be quickly llllU lnc:t· 
pc>nslvely conYertc>d Into nn lclf·nl Mu;;;hroom I1Nl. .Any cl'!lllr, garage or 8lll'c1 I~ 
suitable. ConsPqnmtly, just n few dollnrs will get you wc>ll ou yonr waY to 
SUCCPSS. 

YOUR CELLAlt, ~liED, GAHAGI~, ATTIG-OH .ANY OTlllm VACANT, 
IDLE SPACI•]-WILL :\IAJU: AN Im:AL PLACF. FOil YOUR :\lU~JilWO:\[ 
DEDS. 

Ahno~'<t nny Ync>nnt Fp:we .vlc·lcls l•lg monry in mnshrovm growin;;. 
1\Inshroom growing, one of the SIMPLEST uml most UE:\JC:\'EH.\'fl\'1•: of 

lntlnstrfr>~, I~ nhnost unknown in the United States. 
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. 11Earn big money at home 1 Raise Mushrooms in your basement, cellar, garage, 
J( e pi 
S aces. Large Compflnles require tons of mushroomf! dally for Mushroom 
~ oup, 

i '!'be growing of Zlfushrooms is so simple and easy that almost any person 
11 any walk: of life can become a succes~>ful Mushroom Gl'Ower. 

t You will find that it does not take very long to become a big, successful opera­
.;; In this business, if you apply yourself to it, fot· the rudiments of l\Iushroom 

owing under l\!, G. A.'s competent guidance can be mastered very quickly. 
. It's easy to grow and market Mushrooms for profit the M. G. A. way. Any 
Juan or Woman can conduct this paying business right at home. · 
l TilE MUSIIROOl\1 GROWEHS OF .UlERIC.A INVITES YOU '1'0 SHARE 
N Tim PROFITS OF AN UNUSUALLY WELL-PAYING INDUSTRY. 
No other method of establishing a steady, worthwhile income can be so 

readily Undertaken as Musluoom Growing. • "' • No other buillness offers 
·fl. more unlimited opportunity for quick expansion. 

There is a fortune In Mushrooms. 
Thus You see, lack of personal experience is no handicup in this ama~lng bm;i­

·nes 1 s f YOu put yourself under the guidance of competent, sympathetic advisors . 
.A DIGNIFIED BUSINESS FOR WOMEN ALSO. Many women also are 

"~'a . · 
1 

rching for remunerative and pleasant employm!'nt and what can be more 
( lgnified than Mushroom Growing? It Is clean work and there is nothing 
lnenlal about ft. 

1\t, 0, A. Mushroom bells emit no unpleasant odor. 

1'hese stutl.'ments serve as representations on the part of the re­
.&pondent to the pmchasing public that there is a tremendous demand 
for mushrooms and that the respondent's mushroom spawn will 
l>l'odnce extraordinary financial remmwration to growers thereof, and 
that said spawn may be planted in any idle space about the home; 
that said mushroom growing may be accomplished without ordors; 
that it is an easy and pleasant occupation and may be successfully 

'
11 ccornplishe<1 by persons of no experience whatsoever. 

Investigation dis(•losl's that there is no unusual demand for mush­
l·o . oms, and the production of mushrooms by amateur growers at home 
.
111 srnaU Ll'ds is not highly remunerative financially. In fact, it has 
not been financially remunerative to professional mushroom growers 
for a number of years as the price of mushrooms has been steadily 
de ]' · .c Inmg and many mushroom growers Jun-e become bankrupt. In 
t l1e · · I · fi .1 • 1 · 0 PiniOn of one expert, w 10 test! eu m t ns case, no amateur 
'C(JUM possible pay $5.00 per one-quart unit for spawn, the price 
·('harge1l by the respondent for sufficient to plant fifty square feet 
as against fifty cents per quart unit paid Ly professi'onal growers for 
the same spawn and Iw1)e to make money on his product even if a 
~~~ i c~essful crop were O'rown. Although the bulk of respondent's 
lllsmess was in the $5.b0 unit class he also made other offers for the 

sn]e of his spawn such 11s $10.25 for suffieient to plant 200 square feet, 
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but the price was in every instance entirely exorbitant as compared 
with the price paid therefor by commercial growers with whom the 
amateur would be obliged to compete in the sale of his product. 
:Mushrooms cannot be successfully raised in any idle space about the 
home, but can only be grown in properly constructed places kept at 
a definite temperature, ventilated in a precise manner, accompanied 
by the exclusion of light. The great majority of people would 
not care to have a bed of manure in their attics or other places in 
their homes, and the conversion of a garage or ba.sement into a satis· 
factory location for mushroom growing would usually entail con· 
siderahle expense due to the cost incident to remodeling to secure 
maintenance of the conect temperature and ventilation. :Mushroom 
growing cannot be considered a year-round occupation due to the 
necessity of maintaining a constant temperature of from 48 to 65 
degrees Fahrenheit during the four months' period from the tin1e 
the bed is planted to completion of the growing period. This could 
not readily be accomplished during the summer months while during 
the winter months, in most sections, heat would be required. The 
raising of mushrooms cannot be accomplished without disagreeable 
odors, as the preparation of the beds involves the use of a compost 
made from manure which is highly odoriferous and which requires 
thirty days to decompose and prep::tre. Many women woul<lnot care 
to undertake the preparation of this compost. 1\Iushrooms cannot be 
successfully grown without experience, as production requires a high 
degree of horticultural skill and is one of the most tlifficult of all 
crops to raise. It is not an easy and pleasant occupation, due to the 
hard work and disagreeable odor incident to preparing the compo:t, 
erecting the beds, and the constant care and attention required 1n 
regulating the temperature, humidity, and ventilation. 

PAR. 4. There are among the competitors of respondent, as set forLh 
in paragraph 1 hereof, other indivitluaJs, firms, corporations, or 
partnerships who do sell mushroom spawn in interstate commerce 
or who are legitimate trade associations of mushroom growers, or 
who do not represent that mushrooms may be grown in any idle 
space about the home, or that mushrooms can be raised in small 
quantities at home with tremendous financial returns, and who d~ not 
make the other representations set forth in parngraphs 2 and 3 hereof. 

PAR. 5. The acts and practices of the respondent in using a firll1 

name or style calculated to falsely induce the public to beliere that 
his business, conducted under the name of l\Iushroom Grower;, of 
America is a trade organization or association of bona fide mush· 
room growers, and in falsely representincr and alhertisin~r that there 
. "" "" '1 
IS a tremendous demand for mu!'>hrooms, and that they may be gro'' 1 
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in any idle space about the home, to the great financial advantage 
of the person so doing; that the raising of mushrooms may be 
accomplished without odors in the home; that the same are easy to 
plant and grow without any experience or technical skill; that 
respondent is personally an expert in the growing of mushrooms; 
and that respondent maintains personnel skilled in ad vising cus· 
tamers how to raise mushrooms. are all calculated to mislead and 
deceive, and have, and ha\'e hatl, the capacity, tendency and effect 
of misleading and deceiving, and have misled and deceived a sub· 
stantial portion of the purchasing and consuming public into the 
erroneous belief that all of said representations are true and into 
the purchase of respondent's mnshroom spawn, in reliance of said 
representations. 

By means of these false and misle:tding representations, made to 
t~e purchasing public as above described, respondent has increased 
hls own sales of said mushroom spawn, so dishonestly promoted, 
advertised, or represented, thereby lessening the market for similar 
spawn sold by other growers, merchants, or dealers, who truthfully 
represent the nature, advantage, or expectn,nt financial return from 
planting mushroom spawn or the desirability of becoming mushroom 
growers, and their true size and character as commercial concerns, 
by their trade or corporate name or style. 

As a result thereof, trade is unfairly diverted to the respondent 
f~·o1~1 competitors engaged in the sale in interstate commerce of 
51llll]ar mushroom spawn, who truthfully represent the true nature 
of their firm or corporate strnctnre, or the true nature of the mush. 
room business, or the desirability of becoming mushroom growers, or 
the demand for mushrooms, and the financial returns obtainable by 
growing mushrooms. Further, as a result thereof, substantial injury 
has been and is being clone by respondent to the purchasing public 
and to competition in commerce among and between the various 
States of the United States and in the District of Columbia. 

CONCLUSIO::-f 

'_l'lte aforesaid acts and practices of the respondent, Maurice 
Willens, an individual doil1g business under the firm name and style 
of Mushroom Growers of America, are to the prejudice of the public 
and of respondent's competitors, and constitute unfair methods of 
competition in commerce within the intent and meaning of Section 5 
of an Act of Congress approved September 26, 1914, entitled "An 
Act to create a ]'ederal Trade Commission, to define its powers and 
duties, and for other purposes." 
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ORDEH TO CEASE AND DESIST 

This proceeding having been heard by the Federal Trade Con1-
mission upon the complaint of the Commission, the testimony and 
other evidence taken before William C. ReeYes and John L. Hornor, 
.examiners of the Commission theretofore duly designated by it, in 
Rupport of the allegations of r-;aid complaint and upon a substitute 
answer filed herein on May 13, 1937, admitting all the material alle­
gations of thE> complaint to he true and waiving the taking of further 
nidence and all othPr inten-ening procE>dnrP, and the Commission 
Jmving made its findings as to the facts and its conclusion that sa~d 
1·esponclent luts violntP<l thP prodsim1s of an Act of Congress ap­
proyed SeptPmhPr 26, 1914, entitlP1l "An Act to create a Ft>deral Trade 
Commission, to define its powers and duties and for other purposes." 

It is ordered, That the respondent, Maurice "Willens, as an in­
oflividual and doing- business under the firm name and style of Mush­
room Growers of AmPrica, or under any other trade name, his repre­
Fentatiws, agPnts, UJHl emp]oyPPS in comwction with the offering for 
.<>ale, sale and <listribution of mushroom spawn in interstate commPree 
<lr in the District of Cohunhia, do forthwith ('E'USE' and desist from: 

1. Representing, thrm1gh the use of any trade name, or through the 
11se of nny purporh'd nwmhership ca)'(ls issued to his customers, or 
through any otlwr nu.-•ans or dPYiee, ot' in auy manner, that the busi­
l1Pss operated by him is a cooperati,·e, or other, trade association or 
is other than a private business; 

2. RPprPsent ing, in any manner, that suid business is ]arp:E>r in size 
and scope than it aciJJally is or that he maintains a staff of mnshroo!l1 
f>X[Wrts wlwn such is not the cnsP; 

3, Heprpsenting in any mnnuer that mushrooms may lJe easily grown 
in any i<lle space in or about the home; that mushroom growing is 
n simplE> and highly rem11nerati,·t> in<l11stry; that any person can 
SIICtPssfnlly grow mnshrooms for pmfit without previous knowle.dge, 
f'XpPriE>nce or tPchnicnl skill; that there is a shortage of mushroon1s 
on the markPt; that nmate\ll's mar make n. fortune m· substantinl . ' profits, in growing mushrooms; that the business of mnshroom grow-
ing may !Je nccompl ishrd without nnpleasnnt <Hlors. 

It is furfhf'r onlnN!, That thr l'P!-ipondPnt shall, within 30 dtlY9 

after the sPrvic~ upon him of this ordH, file with the Commission II. 

rrport in writing, setting forth in dE>tuil the mnnner and form in 
whi('h he hns compliP1l with this ordPr. 
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IN THE MATTER OF 

JOSEPH H. SELD, TRADING AS SELD LEATHER 
COMPANY 

COMPLAINT, 1-'INDINGS, AND ORDER IN REGARD '1'0 THE ALLEGED VIOLATION 
OF SEC. 5 OF AN AC'l' OF C0!'1GRESS APPROVED SEPT. 26, 1914 

Docket 2686. Complatnt, Nov. 20, .1935-Decision, Mav 17, 1937 

Where an individual engaged in the manufacture and sale of certain leather 
products made from cheap and inferior leathers having the general ap­
pearance of" chamois," in competition with manufacturers of similar prod­
ucts who do not in any. wise designate same as "chamois" or associate 
said word with some other descriptive word, and with manufacturers wh(} 
make and sell the skin of the chamois antelope or oil-tanned skin of the 
sheep, and truthfully do represent their said products as " chamois "-

llepresented, through designations "Pigskin Chamois," "Pigskin Chamois Se­
leco," "Chamois, Rose Brand," and "Genuine Pigskin Chamois," in adver­
tisements, price lists, letterheads, invoices, and in other ways, that said 
Products were "chamois," notwithstanding the fact they were not made 
from the skin of the practically extinct chamois antelope nor from the 
oil-dressed and suede-finished flesher or undersplit of sheepskin, and were 
not, as commercially now known, chamois, and would not serve as a satis­
factory substitute for such sheepskin as thus known; 

With effect of misleading and deceiving purchasers of aforesaid products 
lnto belief that tbey were cbamois, as hereinabove set forth, and to pur­
chase same in such erroneous belief, and of placing in tbe haudg of dealers 
and retailers means of misleading and deceiving aforesaid public, and of 
Unfairly diverting trade to him from competitors who do not misrepresent 
their products; to the substantial injury of substantial competition in 
commerce: 

Held, That such acts and practices were to the prejudice of tlw public and 
competitors and constituted unfair methods of competition. 

Before Mr. Charles F. Diggs, trial examiner. 
jJfr. James M. H amrrwnd for the Commission. 
Mr. H. Andrew 8ehlusberg, of Gloversville, N.Y., for respondent. 

CoMPLAINT 

Pursuant to the provisions of an Act of Congress approved Sep­
tember 26, 1914, entitled "An Act to create a Federal Trade Com­
mission, to define its powers and duties, and for other purposes," 
the Federal Trade Commission, having reason to believe that Joseph 
II. Selu, an indiviuual, doing business under the firm name and stylt;; 
of Seld Leather Company, hereinafter referred to as respondent, 
has been and now is using unfair methods of competition in com­
merce as "commerce" is defined in said act, and it appearing to 


