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IN TRE MATTER OF 

IRVING SOFRONSKI, TRADING AS DR. RON-AL MEDICINE 
CO.MP ANY, DR. PENN'S PRODUCTS COMPANY, AND PENN 
PRODUCTS 

CO:IIPLAIN'r, FINDINGS, A~D ORDER I:-1 REGARD TO THE ALLEGED VIOLATION 
OF SEC. 5 OF AN ACT OF CONGRESS APPROVED SEPT. 26, 19H 

Docket 3848. Complaint, July 13, 1939-Decision, Oct. 3, 1939 

Where an individual engaged, as "Dr. Ron-Al 1\ledicine Company," in sale and 
distribution of his "Dr. Ron-Al's Relief Compound" to purchasers in other 
States and in the District of Columbia; in advertisements which he dis­
seminated through the United States mails, newspapers, and periodicals of 
general circulation, and through circulars aml other printed or written mat­
ter distributed in commerce among the various States, and otherwise, and 
which were intended and likely to induce pm·chase of his said medicinaL 
preparation-

( a) Represented that his said "Dr. Ron-Al's Relief Compound" was a competent 
and effective remedy for delayed menstruation, and that it was absolutely 
harmless and would accomplish results without pain or delay, facts being 
said preparation was composed of ergotin, aloes, oil sa,·in, extract cotton 
wood bark, extract black hellebore, and iron sulphate, dried, and was not a 
competent, safe, or scientific treatment for delayed menstruation, and would 
not accomplish results without pain or delay, and use thereof, under con­
ditions prescribed ln advertisements In question, or under such conditions as 
are customary and usual, might result in gastrointestinal disturbances such 
as catharsis, nausea, and vomiting with pelvic congestion, inflammation and 
congestion of the uterus and adnexa leading to excessive uterine hemorrhage. 
and, where used to interfere with the normal course of pregnancy, might 
also result in uterine infection with extension to other pelvic and abdominal 
structures and also to the blood stream, causing septicemia or blood poison­
Ing, and use thereof constituted a menace to the health and life of pregnant 
women; and 

(b) Failed to reveal, in advertisements disseminated as aforesaid, that use of 
said preparation, under the conditions prescribed in said advertisements or 
under such conditions as are customary or usual, might result in serious and 
irreparable injury to health; 

With effect of misle~ding and decei>ing substantial portion of purchasing public 
Into erroneous and mistaken belief that such statements and representations 
were true, and of Inducing pot·tion of said public, because of such belief, tQ 
purchase his said preparation with Injurious drugs therein contained: 

Held, That such acts and practices, under the circumstances set forth, were aU 
to the prejudice and injury of the public and constituted unfair and deceptive 
acts and practices in commerce. 

Mr. R. P. Bellinger for the Commission. 
Mr. A. Lincoln Meyers, of Philadelphia, Pa., £or respondent. 



DR. RON-AL l\IEDICINE CO., ETC. 1063 

1062 Complaint 

CoMPLAINT 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act, 
and by virtue of the authority vested in it by said act, the Federal 
Trade Commission having reason to believe that Irving Sofronski, an 
individual, trading as Dr. Ron-Al Medicine Co., Dr. Penn's Products 
Co., and Penn Products, hereinafter referred to as respondent, has 
violated the provisions of the said act, and it appearing to the Com­
mission that a proceeding by it in respect thereof would be in the 
public interest, hereby issues its complaint, stating its charges in that 
respect as follows: 

PARAGRAPH 1. Respondent, Irving Sofronski, is an individual trad­
ing as Dr. Ron-Al Medicine Co., Dr. Penn's Products Co., and Penn 
Products, residing at 7342 Ogontz A venue, in the city of Philadelphia, 
State of Pennsylvania, from which address he transacts business under 
the above trade names. 

PAR. 2. The respondent is now, and :for some time last past has been, 
engaged in selling, distributing and causing to be transported from 
his place of business in the State of Pennsylvania to the purchasers 
thereof located in other States and in commerce bebveen and among 
the various States of the United States and in the District of Columbia, 
a certain medicinal preparation known as "Dr. Ron-Al's Relief 
Compound." 

Respondent maintains, and at all times mentioned herein has main­
tained, a course of trade in said medicinal preparation in commerce 
among and between the various States of the United States and in the 
District of Columbia. 

PAR. 3. In the course and conduct of the aforesaid business, the 
respondent has disseminated, and is nmv disseminating, and has caused, 
and is now causing, the dissemination of false advertisements con­
cerning his said medicinal preparation by United States mails, by 
insertions in newspapers and periodicals, having a general circulation, 
and also in circulars and other printed or written matter, all of which 
are distributed in commerce among and between the various States 
of the United States, and by other means in commerce, as commerce 
is defined in the Federal Trade Commission Act, for the purpose of 
inducing, and which are likely to induce, directly or indirectly, the 
purchase of his said medicinal preparation; and has disseminated, 
and is now disseminating, and has caused, and is now causing, the 
dissemination of false advertisements concerning his said medicinal 
preparation, by various means, for the purpose of inducing, and which 
are likely to induce, directly or indirectly; the purchase of his said 
medicinal preparation in commerce, as commerce is defined in the 
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Federal Trade Commission Act. Among and typical of the false 
representations contained in the advertisements disseminated and 
-caused to be disseminated, as aforesaid, are the following: 

Women of Today do not have to suffer monthly pain, and delay, due to col<l, 
nervous strain, exposure, or other similar unnatural causes. Mrs. G. writes: 
"I received relief after twelve weeks of unnatural delay." Dr. Ron-Al's Relief 
Compound ls effective, reliable, and gives quick relief. Don't suffer or be un­
eertain. Send today for this remedy. 

PAR. 4. By the use of the represen~ations hereinaboYe set forth, and 
Qther representations similar thereto not specifically set out herein, 
the respondent represents that his m_edicinal preparation known and 
designated as "Dr. Ron-Al's Relief Compound" is a competent and 
effective remedy for delayed menstruation; that said preparation is 
absolutely harmless and will accomplish results without pain or delay. 

PAR. 5. In truth and in fact the medicinal preparation sold and 
distributed by the respondent, known as "Dr. Ron-Al's Relief. Com­
pound," is composed of ergotin, aloes, oil savin, extract cotton wood 
Lark, extract black hellebore, and iron sulphate, dried, and is 11ot a 
competent, safe, or scientific treatment for delayed menstruation and 
will not accomplish results without pain or delay. The use of said 
medicinal preparation, under the conditions prescribed in the said 
advertisements, or under such conditions as are customary and usual, 
may result in gastrointestinal disturbances such as catharsis, nausea, 
and vomiting with pelvic congestion, inflammation-and congestion of 
the uterus and adnexa leading to excessive uterine hemorrhage. In 
those cases where this preparation is used to interfere with the normal 
course of pregnancy, such use may also result in uterine infection with 
extension to other pelvic and abdominal structures and also to the 
blood stream, causing the condition known as septicemia, or blood 
poisoning. The use of said medicinal preparation is a menace to the 
health and life of pregnant women. 

PAR. 6. In addition to the representations hereinabove set forth, the 
respondent is also engaged in the dissemination of false advertise­
ments in the manner above set forth in that said advertisements so 
disseminated fail to reveal that the use of said preparation, under the 
conditions prescribed in said advertisements or under such conditions 
as are customary or usual, may result in serious and irreparable injury 
to health. 

PAR. 7. The use by the respondent of the foregoing, false, deceptive, 
nncl misleading statements and representations with respect to his 
preparation, disseminated as aforesaid, has had and now has, the 
capacity and tendency to, and does, mislead and deceive a substantial 
portion of the purchasing public into the erroneous and mistaken belief 
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that such statements and representations are true and induce a por­
tion of the purchasing public, because of such erroneous and mistaken 
belief, to purchase respondent's medicinal preparation containing 
injurious drugs. 

PAR. 8. The aforesaid acts and practices of the respondent, as herein 
alleged, are all to the prejudice and injury of the public and constitute 
unfair and deceptive acts and practices in commerce within the intent 
and meaning of the Federal Trade Commission Act. 

REPORT, FINDINGS AS TO THE FACTS, AND ORDER 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act, 
the Federal Trade Commission on July 13, 1939, issued, and on July 
14, 1939, served its complaint in this proceeding upon the respondent, 
Irving Sofronski, an individual trading as Dr. Ron-Al Medicine Co., 
Dr. Penn's Products Co., and Penn Products, charging him with tht\ 
use of unfair and deceptiYe acts and practices in commerce in violation 
of the provisions of said act. After the issuance of said complaint, 
and the filing of respondent's answer, the Commission, by order en­
tered herein, granted respondent's motion for permission to withdraw 
said answer and to substitute therefor an answer admitting all th~ 
material allegations of fact set forth in said complaint and waiving 
all intervening procedure and further hearing as to said facts, whiclt 
substitute answer was duly filed in the office of the Commission. 
Thereafter, this proceeding regularly came on for final hearing before 
the Commission on the said complaint and substitute answer, and the 
Commission, having duly considered the matter and being now fully 
advised in the premises, finds that this proceeding is in the interest 
of the public and makes this its findings as to the facts and its conclu­
sion drawn therefrom. 

FINDINGS AS TO THE FACTS 

PARAGRAPH 1. Respondent, Irving Sofronski, is an individual trad­
ing as Dr. R)n-Al Medicine Co., Dr. Penn's Products Co., and Penn 
Products, residing at 7342 Ogontz A venue, in the city of Philadelphia, 
State of Pennsylvania, from which address he transacts business under 
the above trade names. 

PAR. 2. The respondent is now, and for sometime last past has been,. 
engaged in selling, distributing, and causing to be transported from 
his place of business in the State of Pennsylvania to the purchasers: 
thereof located in other States and in commerce between and among­
the various States of the United States and in the District of Colum­
bia, a certain medicinal preparation known as "Dr. Ron-Al's Helief 
Compound." 
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Respondent maintains, and at all times mentioned herein has main­
tained, a course of trade in said medicinal preparation in commerce 
among and between the various States of the United States and in 
the District o"f Columbia. 

PAR. 3. In the course and conduct oJ the aforesaid business, the 
respondent has disseminated, ·and is now disseminating, and has 
caused, and is now causing, the dissemination of false advertisements 
concerning his said medicinal preparation by United States mails, 
by insertions in newspapers, and periodicals, having a general cir­
culation, and also in circulars and other printed or written matter, all 
of which are distributed in commerce among and between the various 
States of the United States, and by other means in commerce, as com­
merce is defined in the Federal Trade Commission Act, for the pur­
pose of inducing, and which are likely to induce, directly or indir·ectly 
the purchase of his said medicinal preparation; and has disseminated, 
and is now disseminating, and has caused, and is now causing, the 
dissemination of false advertisements concerning his said medicinal 
preparation, by various means, for the purpose of inducing, and which 
are likely to induce, directly or indirectly, the purchase of his said 
medicinal preparation in commerce, as commerce is defined in the 
Federal Trade Commission Act. Among and typical of the false 
representations contained in the advertisements disseminated and 
caused to be disseminated, as aforesaid, are the following: 

'Vome!l ot today do not have to suffer monthly pain, and delay, due to cold, 
nervous struin, exposure, or other similar unnatural causes. :Mrs. G. writes: "1 
received relief after twelve weeks ot unnatural delay." Dr. Ron-Al's Reliet 
Compound is effective, reliable, and gh·es quick relief. Don't suffer or be 
uncertain. Send today tor this remedy, 

PAR. 4. By the use of the representations hereinabove set forth, and 
other representations similar thereto not specifically set out herein, 
the respondent represents that his medicinal preparation known and 
designated as "Dr. Ron-Al's Relief Compound" is a competent and 
effective remedy for delayed menstruation; that said preparation is 
absolutely harmless and will accomplish results without pain or delay. 

PAR. 5. In truth and in fact the medicinal preparation sold and dis­
tributed by the respondent, known as "Dr. Ron-Al's Relief Compound," 
is composed of ergotin, aloes, oil savin, extract cotton wood bark, ex­
tract black hellebore, and iron sulphate, dried, and is not a competent, 
safe, or scientific treatment for delayed menstruation and will not 
accomplish results without pain or delay. The use of said medicinal 
preparation, under the conditions prescribed in the said advertise­
ments, or under such conditions as are customary and usual, may re­
sult in gastrointestinal disturbances such as catharsis, nausea, and 
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vomiting with pelvic congestion, inflammation and congestion of the 
uterus and adnexa leading to excessive uterine hemorrhage. In those 
~ases where this preparation is used to interfere with the normal 
course of pregnancy, such use may also result in uterine infection with 
extension to other pelvic and abnormal structures and also to the 
blood stream, causing the condition known as septicemia, or blood 
poisoning. The use of said medicinal preparation is a menace to the 
health and life of pregnant women. 

PAn. 6. In addition to the representations hereinabove set forth, 
the respondent is also engaged in the dissemination of false advertise­
ments in the manner above set forth in that said advertisements so 
disseminated fail to reveal that the use of said preparation, under 
the conditions prescribed in said advertisements or under such condi­
tions as are customary or usual, may result in serious and irreparable 
injury to health. 

PAR. 7. The use by the respondent of the foregoing, false, deceptive, 
and misleading statements and representations with respect to his 
preparation, disseminated as aforesaid, has had and now has, the 
capacity and tendency to, and does, mislead and deceive a substan­
tial portion of the purchasing public into the erroneous and mistaken 
belie£ that such statements and representations are true and induce 
a portion of the purchasing public, because of such erroneous and 
mistaken belief, to purchase respondent's medicinal preparation con­
taining injurious drugs. 

CONCLUSION 

' 
The aforesaid acts and practices of the respondent, as herein found, 

are all to the prejudice and injury of the public and constitute unfair 
and deceptive acts and practices in commerce within the intent and 
meaning of the Federal Trade Commission Act. 

ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST 

This proceeding having been heard by the Federal Trade Com­
mission upon the complaint of the Commission, and the answer of 
respondent, in which answer respondent admits all the material allega­
tions of fact set forth in said complaint, and states that he waives all 
intervening procedure and further hearing as to said facts, and the 
Commission having made its findings as to the facts and conclusion 
that said respondent has violated the provisions of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act. 

It is ordered, That the respondent, Irving Sofronski, an individual 
trading as Dr. Ron-Al Medicine Co., Dr. Penn's Products Co., and 
Penn Products, or trading under any other name or 11ames, his agents, 
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servants, representatives, and employees, directly or through any cor­
porate or other device, do forthwith cease and desist from: 

Disseminating or causing to be disseminated any advertisement by 
means of the United States mails or in commerce, as commerce is de­
fined in the Federal Trade Commission Act, by any means, for the 
purpose of inducing or which is likely to induce, directly or indirectly, 
the purchase of an emmenagogue preparation now known as Dr. Ron­
Al's Relief Compound, or any other medicinal preparation composed 
of substantially similar ingredients or possessing substantially simi­
lar therapeutic properties, whether sold under the same name or un­
der any other name or names, or disseminating or causing to be dis­
seminated any advertisement by any means for the purpose of in­
ducing or which is likely to induce, directly or indirectly, the purchase 
in commerce, as commerce is defined in the Federal Trade Commis­
sion Act, of said medicinal preparation which advertisements repre­
sent, directly or through implication, that the use of said medicinal 
preparation constitutes a safe, competent, or scientific treatment for 
delayed menstruation or that its use will have no ill effect upon the 
human body, and which advertisements fail to reveal that the use 
of said preparation may result in serious or irreparable injury to the 
health of the user. 

It i8 further ordered, That the respondent shall, within 10 days 
after service upon him of this order, file with the Commission an 
interim report in writing, stating whether he intends to comply with 
this order and if so, the manner and form in which he intends to 
comply; and that, within 60 days after service upon him of this 
order said respondent shall file with the Commission a report in writ­
ing, setting forth in detail the manner and form in which he has 
complied with this order. 
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IN THE !tfA 'ITER OF 

MAGNECOIL COMPANY, INC. 

COMPLAINT, FDIDINGS, AND ORDER I:S REGARD TO TIIE ALLEGED VIOLATION 
OF SEC. 5 OF AN ACT OF CONGRESS AI'l'RO\'ED SEI'T. 20, 19H 

Docket 1846. Complaint, June 16, 1930-Decision, Oct. 6, 19.39 

Where a corporation engaged in mauufacture of blankets and other appliances 
through .which were run, or into which were woven, copper wires con­
nected to an attachment for plugging into electric light sockets, and in 
sale. and distribution of said appliances to purchasers in various other 
States, in substantial competition with others engaged in sale and dis­
tribution of devices, appliances, or treatments designed and used for pur­
poses for which it recommended its said products; in advertising its said 
appliances in newspapers, periollicals, and other publications of general 
circulation-

( a) Represented that use thereof as cover for the body, or portion thereof. 
would benellt, cure, and Jlrevent diseases and bodily defects and ailments. 
many of which .were spPcified by name, aml that its said appliances con­
stituted discoveries in field of clectrotherapeuties and were based upon, 
and made practical, ap[Jlication of various scientific discoveries and theories 
of well-known scientists, etc., and, used as directed, set up radiomagnetic 
energy. aud a thermo-electromuguetism which was transmitted to user and 
caused increased activity in revitalizing of the organs and cells, charged 
blood stream with electromagnetic energy, and eliminated many times more 
poisons and waste than was otherwise possible, etc., with resulting cure of 
disease or ailment from which person might be suffering; 

Facts being use of said products did uot produce auy radiomagnetic energy or 
thermoeiectromagnetism which was transmitted to or had any effect on 
the body, or cause any results other than those produced as result of ap­
plication of the heat generated in said products, and statements and rep­
resentations made by it and attributing to said devices curative, remediat 
ancl therapeutic values other than those values resulting from application 
of beat, were false, and said products had no curative or therapeutic 
efficacy in treatment of human diseases, ailments, etc., apart from applica­
tion of heat gPnerated as aforesaid. which, as snch, cloes not constitute 
competent or effective treatment for many of the diseases, etc., of the 
body, and in praetically all cases is recognized by medical profession as 
affording temporary relief only ; 

(b) RPpre~ented that its said prod nets were used, ellllorsed, and reeommended 
by prominent and well-known physicians, seientists, hm<pitals, educators, 
and other well-known and prominent persons, and hud been tested and en­
dorsed by them and by institutions for medical and seientillc research; 

Facts being said statements were false and said products had not been thus 
usPd, tested, etc., by reputable members of the medieal profession; 

(c) Represented that it had laboratories and an ndYbory and consulting board 
of medical exr){'rts for analysis and advice iu cases where its products 
were !Jelng or to be used ; 
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