
416 FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION DECISIONS 

Syllabus 31 F. '1'. C. 

IN THE MATTER OF 

GEORGE D. MOORMAN AND ROY C. STOCKBRIDGE, INDI­
VIDUALLY AND TRADING AS MAYOS PRODUCTS COM­
PANY AND AS M.P. COMPANY 

C01IPLAI:-IT, FINDD1GS, AND ORDER I:-< REGARD '1'0 THID ALLEGED VIOLATION 
OF SEC. 5 OF AN ACT OF CONGRESS APPROVED SEPT. 26, 1914 

Docket -91..17. Complaint, bfay 31, 19.10-Decision, June 29, 1940 

Where two individuals engaged in sale and U.istribution of a medicinal prepara­
tion designated and described as ''Mayos Periodic Compound," to purchasers 
in various other States and in the District of Columbia; in advertisements 
thereof which they disseminated and caused to be disseminated through the 
mails, and by various other means in commerce, and which were Intended 
and likely to induce purchase of their said product-

( a) Represented, directly and by implication, that their said medicinal prepara­
tion was a cure or remedy for delayed, scanty, irregular and painful men­
struation, and constituted competent and effective treatment therefor, and 
that lt was entirely safe and harmless and might be used without danger of 
ill effects upon health of user, facts being their said preparation was not a 
cure or remedy for such conditions as abo,·e set forth, and did not constitute 
competent or effective treatment for any of said ailments, and it was not 
safe or harmless, in that It contained ergotin, aloes, extract cotton root bark, 
extract black hellebore, and oil of savin in quantities sufficient to cause seri­
ous and irreparable injury to health if taken under conditions prescribed in 
said advertisements or under such conditions as are customary or usual, and 
use thereof might result in gastro-intestinal disturbances, with pelvic con­
gestion and other conditions, leading to excessive uterine hemorrhage, and 
in those cases where used to interfere with normal course of pregnancy, 
such use might result in uterine infection with extension to other parts of 
the body and to the blood stream, causing condition known as septicemia or 
blood poisoning, and might also produce very severe circulatory condition, 
tending to produce abortion in some instances, often with violent poisonous 
effects upon system, and also produce severe toxic conditions, and, In some 
instances lead to gangrenous condition in lower limbs or other serious or 
irreparable injury to health; and 

(b) Failed to reveal, in their said advertisements, disseminated as above set 
forth, that use of said medicinal prepat·atlon, under conditions prescribed 
in such advertisements, or under such conditions as are customary or usual, 
might result In serious and irreparable Injury to health; 

With E-ffect, through use of aforE-said false, deceptive and misleading statements 
and representations, disseminated as above set forth, of misleading and 
deceiving substantial portion of purchasing public Into erroneous and mis­
taken belief that such statements, rE-presentations and advertisemE-nts were 
true, and of inducing portion of said public, because of such erroneous and 
mistaken belief, to purchase their said mE-dicinal prE-paration: 

Held, That such acts and practices, llllder the circumstancf's set forth, were 
all to the prejudlee and Injury of the public, and eonstltuted unfair and 
deceptive acts and practlees ln cornmerC"e. 

Mr. William L. Taggart for the Commission. 
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CoMPLAINT 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act 
and by virtue of the authority vested in it by said act, the Federal 
Trude Commission, having reason to believe that George D. Moorman 
and Roy C. Stockbridge, individually, and trading as Mayos Prod­
ucts Co. and as M.P. Co., hereinafter referred to as respondents, have 
violated the provisions of the said act, and it appearing to the Com­
mission that a proceeding by it in respect thereof would be in the 
public interest, hereby issues its complaint, stating its charges in that 
respect as follows : 

PARAGRAPH 1. Respondents (George D. 1\Ioorman, residing at 1833 
"\Vest Larchmont A venue, Chicago, III., and Roy C. Stockbridge, re­
siding at 5623 North ·wayne Avenue, Chicago, Ill., are individuals, 
doing business under the trade names of 1\Iayos Products Co. and 
1\f. P. Co., with their office and principal place of business at 1833 
'\Vest Larchmont Avenue, in the city of Chicago, State of Illinois. 

PAR. 2. Respondents are now, and for more than one year last past 
have been, engaged in the sale and distribution of a medicinal prepa­
ration designated and described as 1\Iayos Periodic Compound. Re­
spondents, in the course and conduct of their said business during 
the time aforesaid, have caused, and do now cause, their said me­
dicinal preparation, when sold by them, to be transported from their 
said place of business in the State of Illinois to the purchasers thereof 
located in other States of the United States and in the District of 
Columbia. 

At all times mentioned herein, respondents have maintained a 
course of trade in said medicinal preparation sold and distributed 
by them in commerce between and among the various States of the 
United States and in the District of Columbia. 

PAR. 3. In the course and conduct of their aforesaid business, the 
respondents have disseminated, and are now disseminating, and have 
caused, and are now causing, the dissemination of false advertise­
ments concerning their said medicinal preparation by United States 
mails, and by various other means in commerce, as commerce is de­
fined in the Federal Trade Commission Act, for the purpose of 
inducing, and which are likely to induce, directly or indirectly, the 
purchase of their said medicinal preparation; and respondents have 
also disseminated and are now disseminating, and have caused, and 
11re now causing, the dissemination of false adwrtisements concern­
ing· their said medicinal preparation, by various means, for the pur­
pose of inducing, and which are likely to induce, directly or indi­
rectly, the purcha~e of their said medicinal preparation in commerce, 
as commerce is defined in the Federal Trade Commission Act. 
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Among and typical of the false, misleading and deceptive statements 
and representations contained in said false advertisements, dissemi­
nated and caused to be disseminated, as hereinabove set forth, by 
the United States mails, by advertisements in newspapers and 
periodicals, and by circulars, leaflets, pamphlets, and other advertis­
ing literature, are the following: 

IF UNNATURALLY OR FUNCTIONALLY DELAYED 
LADIES-DON'T WORRY 

ABOUT WHAT TO DO! 

Two Dollars brings glorious IMMEDIATE, Painless relief, safest way known 
to unnaturally !'ate or functionally delayed perious. Pure, QUICK ACTil>G, re­
liable medical formula tablets-xxx: Strength--easy to take and absolutely 
GUARANTEED to give results o& MONEY BACK. Magic-like results in most cases 
and NO DEli-'\Y FROM WORK, CONVENIENT, no One need know. Used by thou­
sands, highly recommended, no need to pay more. Rushed to you in sealed, 
plain package, no letter necessary. C. 0. D. plus postage if desired. Send $2 
with order and we pay postage. Valuable, private Information enclose1l free. 
Don't delay I Send today. 

If you are troubled with painful, scanty, irregular, unnaturally or :func. 
tionally del'ayed periods, this product should help to correct such irregularity. 
This famous formula has been used with success by some doctors and nurses 
for many years throughout the country. It usually will relieve the most 
obstinate cases of unnatural or functionally delayed periods without pain or 
inconvenience from work. We believe that there is no more successful product 
a'l"ail'able from any souree whatsoever. 

Women, however, do not all respond the same after the use of this product. 
Some find that only a few tablets will do the necessary work, while others find 
It necessary to use two or even three packages to obtain relief. If you are one 
fJf the latter, please do not delay in ordering the other a<ldition'al packages so 
ns to keep the results of each package close together. · 

PAR. 4. Through the use of the statements and representations here­
inabove set forth, and other and similar statements and representa­
tions not specifically set out herein, all of which purport to be descrip­
tive of the remedial, curative, and therapeutic properties of respond­
ents' said preparation, respondents, directly and by implication, 
represent that said preparation is a cure or remedy for delayed, 
scanty, irregular, and painful menstruation and is a competent and 
effective treatment for such ailments; that said preparation is en­
tirely safe and harmless and may be used without danger of ill effects 
upon the health of the user. 

PAR. 5. The foregoing representations are grossly exaggerated, 
false, and misleading. In truth and in fact, respondents' prepara­
tion is not a cure or remedy for delayed, scanty, irregular, or painful 
menstruation, nor does it constitute a competent or effective treat­
ment for any of said ailments. Said preparation is not safe or harm­
less, as it contains ergotin, aloes, extract cotton root bark, extract 
black hellebore, and oil of savin in quantiti<>s sufficient to cause serious 
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and irreparable injury to health if taken under the conditions pre­
scribed in said advertisements or under such conditions as are 
customary or usual. 

Such use of said medicinal preparation may result in gastro-intes­
tinal disturbances such as catharsis, nausea, and vomiting, with pelvic 
congestion, inflammation and congestion of the uterus and adnexa, 
leading to excessive uterine hemorrhage, and in those cases where said 
preparation is used to interfere with the normal course of pregnancy, 
its use may result in uterine infection with extension to other pelvic 
and abdominal structures, and to the blood stream, causing the con­
dition known as septicemia or blood poisoning. 

The use of said preparation as aforesaid may also produce a very 
severe circulatory condition by the constriction of the blood vessels 
and contraction of the involuntary muscles, tending to produce 
abortion in some instances, often with violent poisonous effects upon 
the human system. Such use as aforesaid may also produce severe 
toxic conditions, such as hemorrhagic diarrhea and in some instances 
producing a gangrenous condition in the lower limbs or other serious. 
or irreparable injury to health. 

PAR. 6. In addition to the represent at ions hereinabove set forth, 
the respondents have also engaged in the dissemination of false 
advertisements in the manner above set forth, in that said advertise­
ments so disseminated fail to reveal that the use of said preparation, 
under the conditions prescribed in said advertisements or under such 
conditions as are customary or usual, may result in serious and 
irreparable injury to health. 

PAR. 7. The use by the respondents of the foregoing false, decep­
tive, and misleading statements and representations with respect to 
their said preparation, disseminated as aforesaid, has had and now 
has the capacity and tendency to, and does, mislead and deceive a. 
substantial portion of the purchasing public into the erroneous and 
mistaken belief that such statements, representations, and advertise­
ments are true, and induces a portion of the purchasing public, 
because of such erroneous and mistaken belief, to purchase respond· 
ents' medicinal preparation. 

PAR. 8. The aforesaid acts and practices of the respondents, as 
herein alleged, are all to the prejudice and injury of the public 
and constitute unfair and deceptive acts and practices in commerce 
within the intent and meaning of the Federal Trade Commission 
Act. 

REPORT, FINDINGS AS TO THE F Acrs, AND OnDF.R 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act,. 
the FeJeral Trade Commi!':sion, on )fay 31, 1940, i"sllt>tl, and on 
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June 3, 1940, served, its complaint in this proceeding upon the re­
spondents George D. Moorman and Roy C. Stockbridge, individually 
and trading as :Mayos Product,s Co. and as M. P. Co., charging them 
with the use of unfair and deceptive acts and practices in commerce 
in violation of the provisions of said act. On June 14, 1940, the 
respondents filed their answer, in which answer they admitted all 
the material allegations of fact set forth in said complaint and 
waived all intervening procedure and further hearing as to said facts. 
Thereafter, the proceeding regularly came on for final hearing before 
the Commission on the said complaint and the answer thereto, and the 
Commission, having duly considered the matter and being now ful1y 
advised in the premises, finds that this proceeding is in the interest 
of the public, and makes this its findings as to the facts and its con­
dusion drawn therefrom. 

FI11."DINGS AS TO TilE FACTS 

PARAGRAPH 1. Re;;pondents, George D. Moorman, residing at 1833 
'Vest Larchmont Avenue, Chicago, Ill., and Roy C. Stockbridge, 
residing at 5623 North 'Vayne Avenue, Chicago, Ill.. are individuals, 
doing business under the trade names of 1\Iayos Products Co. and 
l\f. P. Co., with their office and principal place of business at 1833 
'Vest Larchmont Avenue, in the city of Chicago, State of Illinois. 

PAR. 2. Respondents are now, and for more than 1 year last pnst 
have been, engaged in the sale and di,<;tribution of a medicinal prep­
n.ration designated and described as l\Iayos Periodic Compound. 
Respondents, in the course and conduct of their said business durin~ 
the time aforesaid, have caused, and do now cause, their said medic­
inal preparation, when sold by them, to be transported from their 
said place of business in the State of Illinois to the purchasers thereof 
located in other States of the United States and in the District of 
Columbia. 

At all times mentioned herein respondents have ma.intained a course 
of trade in said medicinal preparation sold and distributed by them 
in commerce between and among the various States of the United 
States and in the District of Columbia. 

PAR. 3. In the course and conduct of their aforesaid busines.s, the 
respondents have disseminated, and are now disseminating, and have 
caused, and are now causing, the dissemination of false advertise­
ments concerning their said medicinal preparation by United States 
mails, and by various other means in commerce, as commerce is 
defined in the Federal Trade Commission Act, for the purpose of 
inducing, and which are likely to induce, directly or in<lirectly, the 
purchase of their said medicinal pr£>paration; and respondents have 
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also disseminated and are now disseminating, and have caused, and 
are now causing, the dissemination of false advertisements concerning 
their said medicinal preparation, by various means, for the purpose 
of inducing, and which are likely to induce, directly or indirectly, 
the purchase of their said medicinal preparation in commerce, as 
commerce is defined in the Federal Trade Commission Act. Among 
and typical of the false, misleading, and deceptive statements and 
representations contained in said false advertisements, disseminated 
and caused to be di,sseminated, as hereinabove set forth, by the United 
States mails, by advertisements in newspapers and periodicals, and 
by circulars, leaflets, pamphlets, and other advertising literature, 
are the following: 

IF L'NNATURALLY LATE 01~ FUNCTIONALLY DF..LAYED--LADIF.S DON'T WORRY 

ABOUT WHAT TO DO! 

Two Dollars brings glorious IMMEDIATE, Painless relief, safest way known to 
unnaturally late or functionally delayed periods. Pure, QUICK ACTING, reliable 
and medical formula tablets--xxx Strength--ea:,;y to take and absolutely GUAR­

ANTEED to give results or MO:>OEY BACK. l\Iagic-like results in most cases, and 
NO DELAY FROM WORK. CONVENIENT, no one need know. Used by thousands, 
highly reeommended, no need to puy more. Ruslled to you in sealed, plain 
package, no letter necessary. C. 0. D. plus postage if desired. Send $2 with 
ordPr and we pay postagP. Valuable, private information pnclosed free. Don't 
delay ! Send today. 

If you are troubled with painful, scanty, irrpgular, uunatumlly or functionally 
delayed ppriods, this product should help to correct such irregularity. This 
famous formula has been used with success by some doctors and nurses for 
many years throughout the count1·y. It usually will relieve the most obstinate 
cases of unnatmal or functionally delayed periods without pain or inconvenience 
from work. We believe that there is no more successful product available 
from any source whatsoever. 

Women, however, do not all rPspoud thP same after the Ui'e of this product. 
Some find that only a fpw tnblPts will do the UPCessary work, while others find 
it neC'essnr~· to use two or !'Yen thrPe puC'kngPs to obtain reliPf. If you are 
onp of the latter, please do not delay in ordering the other additional packages 
so as to kPep the results of each package close together. 

PAR. 4. Through the use of the statements and representations here­
inabove set forth, and other and similar statements and representations 
not specifically set out herein, all of which purport to be descriptive of 
the remedial, curative, and therapeutic properties of respondents' said 
preparation, respondents, directly and by implication, represent that 
said preparation is a cure or remedy for delayed, scanty, irregular, and 
painful menstruation and is a competent and effective treatment for 
such ailments; that said preparation is entirely safe and harmless and 
may be used without danger of ill effects upon the health of the user. 

PAR. 5. The foregoing representations are gi'Ossly exaggeratE>rl, false, 
and mislE>ading. In truth and in fact, respondents' preparation is 
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not a cure or remedy for delayed, scanty, irregular, or painful menstru­
ation, nor does it constitute a competent or effective treatment for 
any of said ailments. Said preparation is not safe or harmless, as it 
contains ergotin, aloes, extract cotton root bark, extract black hellebore, 
and oil of savin in quantities sufficient to cause serious and irreparable 
injury to health if taken under the conditions prescribed in said 
advertisements or under such conditions as are customary or usual. 

Such use of said medicinal preparation may result in gastro-intes­
tinal disturbances such as catharsis, nausea, and vomiting, with pelvic 
congestion, inflammation, and congestion of the uterus and adnexa, 
leading to excessive uterine hemorrhage, and in those cases when~ 
said preparation is used to interfere with the normal course of preg­
nancy, its use may result in uterine infection with extension to other 
pelvic and abdominal structures, and to the blood stream, causing th~ 
condition known as septicemia or blood poisoning. 

The use of said preparation as aforesaid may also produce a very 
severe circulatory condition by the constriction of the blood vessels 
and contraction of the involuntary muscles, tending to produce abor­
tion in some instances, often with violent poisonous effects upon the 
human system. Such use as aforesaid may also produce severe toxic 
conditions, such as hemorrhagic diarrhea and in some instances pro­
ducing a gangrenous condition in the lowrr limbs or other serious or 
irreparable injury to health. 

PAR. 6. In addition to the representations hereinabove set forth, the 
respondents have also engaged in the dissemination of false advertise­
ments in the manner above set forth, in that said advertisements so 
disseminated fail to reveal that the use of said preparation, under the 
conditions prescribed in said advertisements or under such conditions 
as are customary or usual, may result in serious and irreparable injury 
to health. 

PAR. 7. The use by the respondents of the foregoing false, deceptive, 
and misleading statements and representations with respect to their 
said preparation, disseminated as aforesaid, has had and now has the 
capacity and tendency to, and does, mislead and deceive a substantial 
portion of the purchasing public into the erroneous and mistaken 
belief that such statements, representations, and advertisements are 
true, and induces a portion of the purchasing public, because of such 
erroneous and mistaken belief, to purchase respondents' medicinal 
preparation. 

CONCLUSION 

The aforesaid acts and practices of the respondents, ns herein found, 
are all to the prejudice and injury of the public, and constitute unfair 
and deceptive acts and practices in commerce within the intent and 
meaning of the Federal Trade Commission Act. 
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ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST 

This proceeding having been heard by the Federal Trade Commis­
sion upon the complaint of the Commission and the answer of the 
respondents, in which answer respondents admit all the material alle­
gations of fact set forth in said complaint and state that they waive 
all intervening procedure and further hearing as to said facts, and the 
Commission having made its findings as to the facts and its conclusion 
that said respondents have violated the provisions of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act. 

It is ordered, That the respondents, George D. Moorman and Roy C. 
Stockbridge, individually, and trading as Mayos Products Co. and as 
1\f. P. Co., or trading under any other name or names, their agents, 
representatives, and employees, directly or through any corporate or 
other device, in connection with the offering for sale, sale, or distribu­
tion of their medicinal preparation designated "Mayos Periodic 
Compound," or of any other medicinal preparation composed of sub­
stantially similar ingredients or possessing substantially similar prop­
erties, whether sold under the same name or under any other name or 
names, do forthwith cease and desist from directly or indirectly: 

1. Disseminating or causing to be disseminated any adn•rtisement 
(a) by means of the United States mails, or (b) by any means in 
commerce, as "commerce" is define.d in the Federal Trade Commission 
Act, which advertisements represent, directly or through inference, 
that said preparation is a cure or remedy or a competent or effective 
treatment for delayed, scanty, irregular, or Rainful menstruation; 
that said preparation is safe or harmless, or which advertisements fail 
to reveal that the use of said preparation may result iu serious and 
irreparable injury to the health of the user. • 

2. Dfsseminating or causing to be disseminated any advertisement by 
any means for the purpose of inducing or which is likely to induce. 
directly or indirectly, the purchase in commerce, as "commerce" is 
defined in the Federal Trade Commission Act, of said preparation, 
which advertisements contain any of the representations prohibited in 
paragraph 1 hereof, or which fail to reveal that the use of said prepara­
tion may result in serious and irreparable injury to the health of the 
user. 

It is further orde1•ed, That the respondents shall, within 10 days 
after service upon them of this order, file with the Commission an 
interim report in writing stating whether they intend to comply with 
this order, and, if so, the manner and form in which they intend to 
comply; and that within GO days after the service upon them of this 
order said respondents shall file with the Commission a report in 
writing, setting forth in detail the manner and form in which they haYP 
complied with this order. 

2!lG::itGm 41 VOL. 31-30 
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IN THE 1\IATTER OF 

MAY'S CUT RATE DRUG COl\IP ANY 
CO:IIPLAI;s"T, FINDINGS, AND ORDER I:-1 REGARD TO THE ALLEGED VIOLATI0:-1 

OF SEC. 5 OF AN ACT OF CONGRESS APPROVED SEPT. 26, 1014 

Doc·ket 4152. Complaint, June 4, 1940-Decision, July 6, 1940 

'VhE>re a corporation engnged in snle and distribution of ntrions medicinal 
preparations, including drug p1·epara tion advertised as "Mnyco" and as 
"Genuine Mayco English Crown F£>male Capsules for Delayed P£>riods," and 
also designated as '·Genuine Mayco English Crown Female Cap.•mles, Double 
Strengl h ' and as "Genuine l\Iayco English Crown Female Capsules, Triple 
Strength," to purchasers thereof in various other States and In the.Dlstrict 
of Columbia; ln advertisements of its said product which it disseminated and 
caused to be disseminated through the mails and by various other mE>ans 
in commerce, and Including newspapers, circulars, and other advertising 
litera tnre and which advertisE>ments were intended afld lik!'ly to induce 
purchase 'Of its said product-

( a) Represented, dir!'ctly and by implication, that its preparation, designated 
as above set forth, was a competent and effective treatment for d!'layed 
mlc'nstrnation and that it was safe and harmless, facts being it was not a 
complc'tent or effective treatment for such condition and was not safe or 
harmless, in that It contained drugs apiol gre!'n, ergotin, oil of savin, and 
aloin in quantities sufficient to cause serious and irreparable injury to 
health if used under conditions prescribed in said advertisements or under 
such conditions as are customary or usual, and use thereof might result ln 
gastro-intestinal disturbances and, in those cases where used to interfere 
with normal course of pregnancy, in uterine infection, with extension to 
other pelvic and abdominal structures and even to blood stream, cau~ing 
condition known as septicemia or blood poisoning, and URe might produce 
also severe circulatory condition, often with poisonous effects and tending 
to cause abortion In some instances, and result in severe toxic conditions, 

"IJroducing, in some instances, gangrenous condition in lower limbs, resulting 
possibly either in loss of limbs or in other serious and irreparable injury 
to health ; and 

(b) Failed to reveal, in advertisements dissemlna ted by It as aforesaid, that 
use of said preparation under conditions prescribed in such advertisements 
or under such conditions as are customary or usual, might result in serious 
and lrrlc'parable injury to health; 

With lc'ffect of misleading and deceiving substantial portion of purchasing public 
into erroneous and mistaken belief that such statements, representations 
and ad,·ertisements were true, and that said preparation was a safe, com­
petent, and effective treatment for delayed menstruation, and with furtbPr 
effPct of inducing, directly or indirPctly, purchase by such public of said 
prPparation: 

Held, That such acts and practices, under the circum~tances set fo1·th, were 
all to the prejudice and Injury of the public and constitutPd unfa lr and 
decepth·e acts and practices in commE>rce. 

Jlr. R. P. Bellinger for the Commission. 
Robin,qc;n & Stump, of Clarksburg, W. Yn., and .1/r. DrH·id fJ. 

Blumenstein, of Pittsburgh, Pa., for respoml£>nt. 


