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IN THE MATTER OF 

GEORGE W. BRENNER AND JOHN M. KURTZ, DOING 
BUSINESS AS PATENT SPECIALTIES COMPANY 

COMPLAINT, FINDINGS, AND ORDER IN REGARD TO TilE ALLEGED VIOLATION' 
OF SEC. 5 OF AN ACT OF CONGRESS APPROVED SEPT. 26, 1914 

Docket 43J6. Gomrplaint, Of'f. 9, 1940-D('(·i.~ion, D<"<". 18, 19/tlJ 

'Vhere two individuuh; engaged in manufacture of their Magic Wand Welder 
and of their Su11er Magic Wand 'Veldet·, ami in interstate snle thereof; in 
advertising their said deyices through trade publications and circulars-

( a) Represented that their suid 1\Iagic Wand Welder wns a heavy-duty welder 
which was of pructkal u:o;e in shop welding and a de,·ice which would gen­
erate snffieient heat when eonneeted with an automobile stornge batterY 
to prepare materials for welding, faets being it was not sueh a heavy-dutY 
uevice, but was light and flimsy in construction and would not, connected to 
such a battery, genPrate suffieient heat when m;ed according to instructions 
to prepare any material for proper weluing; ani! . 

(b) Represented that their said Super Magic Wand Welder was a tool built 
for use and useful for heavy-duty in welding base metal:; of all kinds, and 
more particularly, cylinder bloeks and heavy parts of mechanical and fariU 
machinery, and that it would heat such metals to such an extent so that 
they would run and a proper weld could be effected, and that its construc­
tion was sturdy enough to withstand such hard use anu electric current 
necessary for such welding, facts being it was not a heavy-duty tool, but 
wns very flimsy and weakly constructed, wires were small gauge and easilY 
0\'l'I'heuted, and elamps were light weight with cheap, inferior fasteners, and 
it was not built for heavy ele<'tric welding, was not compact and efficient, 
anu heat generated thereby was Insufficient, except on extremely thin metals 
and not over ~6 ot an inch in thickness, to do satisfactory welding job; 

(c) Represented, furthermore, that said Super l\Iagic Wand Welder conformed 
in de;;ign anu construction to standard required for such devices, and was 
safe to operate ou ordinary ;..c or DC branch household circuit, and that 
operation thereof would not Injure either operator or branch electric cur­
rent to which attached, and that it was a safe and efficient device to use 
in securing a "sun tan" on the skin, facts being register units were poorlY 
housed and not secm·ely fastened to wood ends of case; tubes leading 
ft·om handles were of light, inferior material and not insulated for safety to 
operator; and in other respects it did not conform to standard methods 
of design or constructiou of electric devices from viewpoint of suitabilitY 
ot materials or proper guarding anu spacing ot live electrical parts, Sl) 

as ren~onnbly to snfeguard J.ifp nnd property; ftim>;y construction thereof 
made it difiicult to saLguaru oper11tor from shock; use tlwreof would 
in tact necessitate ~;pedal wiring; it was extremely dangerous both to 
anyone using It and to wiring of any ordinary house circuit to which it 
might be attached, and could not be operated with safety; wiring supplied 
therewith was too light to prevent dangerous beating, and while flame 
pro1luced by carbon arc of device would burn the skin and produce so-
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culled "sun tan," ;;uch use by novice in use of violet rays, with no further 
instructions, might result in sevet·e injury to t>yes untl skin; and 

{d) Represented that they would gh·e each purchasez· of their said Magic 
'Vand welding deyice n full l;:it of wt>lding supplies "free," facts being kit 
of such supplies represented by them as being "free" with each purchase 
was not thus given and as 11. gratuity, bnt was regularly offered as part 
of a combination offet· and price thereof ineluded in original snle price 
quoted in the advertisements; 

With effect ot misleading and deceiving substantial portion of pun:hasing 
pnhlle into mistnkPn and Prroueous belief that such false and mislPnd:ng 
rept·esPntatlons and implicntlons wet·e true, and of causing substantial 
portion of sud! public, bpcause of said belief, to purchase their said 
devices: 

Held, That such nets u nd practices, under the circumstances set forth, were 
all to the IJI'ejudit'e and injury of the public, and eonstitutPd unfair and 
deceptive acts and practices in commerce . 

. Jlr. Clar~· Nichols for the Commission. 

CoMPLAINT 

Pursuant to the provisim1s of the Federal Trade Commission Act, 
nnd by virtue of the authority vested in it by :;;aid act, the Federal 
Trade Commission, having reason to believe that George ,V. Brenner 
and John M. Kurtz, individuals, trading ,tnd doing business under 
the firm name of Patent Specialties Co., hereinafter xderred to as 
respondents, have violated the provisions of said act, and it appearing 
to the Commission that a proceeding by it in respect thereof would be 
in the public interest, hereby issues its complaint, stating its charges 
in that respect as follows: 

PARAGRAPH 1. Respondents are individuals trading and doing busi­
ness under the firm name Patent Specialties Co., with their principal 
office and place of busin£>ss at lOGO Julia Street, Teaneck, N.J. Re­
spondents are now and for more than 2 years last past have been 
Pngaged in the manufacture and f·atle of two devices, one known as 
the Magic Wand 'Veldl't.' and the other known as the Super Magic 
'Vand ·welder, designed and intended to be used in welding different 
kinds of metals, using electric cunent as the heating agency. Re­
spondents cause said devices, when sold, to be transported from their 
place of business in the Strrte of New Jersey to purch!lsers thereof 
located at various points in the several States of the United States 
and in the District of Columbia. Uespondents maintain and at all 
times mentioned herein have maintained a course of trade in said 
devices in commerce between and among the several States of the 
United States and in the District of Columbia. 

PAR. 2. In the cours(tand conduct of their business in said commerce 
as aforesaid, and for the purpose of inducing the purchase of their 
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electric welders, respondents have C-irculated among pro~pective pur­
chasers of said devices, through advertisements placr~d in tradP publi­
cations and advertisements in the form of circulars, many statements 
concerning the efficiency and merits of the said devices. Among the 
statements so used and circulated among the prospective purchasers 
by the respondents with reference to the Magic ·wand ·welder ar~ 
the :following: 

"MAGIC W.AND" Genuine heavy duty! Electric arc \VPlder. Free! Full kit! 
$1.49. Service for lifl'. 

WEI»-Don't solder! A welded job ~>tnys. That's why the l\Ingir W11nd 
Welder is so populat·. Pays for itself 011 the first two or three job>~! Clip to 
auto circuit or fillY storage battery. En>:ily adapted to hoURI.' current. Guaran­
teed for life I \Velds all metals in all form.;. Ruyyed, f·.lOI proof, yet finely 
balanced ... the perfect instrument for man, woman or boy. Practical for 
home tinkering or sho11 production. Bewar~ of imitations! This is not a 
sub,;titute for welding. This IS \Velding! DP;liPrR! Invf'ntorR! Gar11ge men! 
INVESTIG.ATE! 

FREJ,J--\Vith every pmdmse of Magic Wane! LifetitHP Welder. l<'ull kit of 
welding supplies Including steel, bronze and aluminum welding rO!ls, all nPeess•lrY 
welding flux, high grade weldi11g carbom:, instrnl'tion booklet and numProus 
money making ideas (welding jobs pay up to $1.00 an inch) to multivly your 
trivial investment a thousand fold! All for $1.49 ... ruf;h rom· ordt>r todaY! 

NOW-Throw away the soldt>ring iron! Auy.me cuu do a vrofes:-<ioual wddinl-( 
job with the MarJie Wand. Can l1e clipped fn~t dirP<"tly to your automohilP circuit, 
operates on any storage battery, or easily adnpted to your hou~-;e et:l'l'Pnt. \VPidS 
all metals in any form! Magic Wand "VeldPr is gm1rante~·d for life! Ruflf!Cd, 
fclOI proof, yet finely balnnced. ... the verfPct in,;trument for mn n or boy. Prac· 
tical for home tinkering or shop production. Bt>ware of imitntions! Tbi!l is 
not a ,:uhstitute for welding. This Is wPld.ing! DPalPrs! Inveuton•! Gn rngt> 
men! Investigate! 

Among the statements so used and circulated among prospectiYe 
purchasers with reference to the Super l\fagic ·wand 'Velder are the 
:following: 

The "SupPr MAGIC WAND WEll J.rn." for hou><e current! Comvlete only *:.!.!l'S 
with full supplies. 

WELDING. Most seusational tool in 20 yPars, Supc'l' Jluyic Wanrl lVC'/1/rr wPighs 
only one pound, fits pockPt, f'a:;.y to handle! No geuPrator, no transformer, no 
t>atteries, no >:pecial wiring! Plug into ANY LIGHT SOC' RET! Hnudle remains 
cool! With this rugged hPavy duty tool anyone ean wPld iron, >:tPel, bronzP, 
brass, lead, aluminum, or ANY metal, under the tPrrific elPctrlc flame. Use thiS 
marvPl WELDER thrPe different ways! Fir~:<t and foremost, it welds all metals! 
TWO extra usPs-as a brilliant photographic flood light-to give a 'sun tan' fol' 
the skin! 

FREE! With every SupPr Magic Wand Welder yuu get kit of weldiug snpplit>S. 
Bronze, steel and aluminum welding rods; welding flux, pair of genuine "pro­
tPctosite" glareproof goggles, instruction papt>rs, and money making idPas! All 
complete for $2.!l8. Satisfaction guaranteed <;r monPy refundt>d imnwdiatt>lY· 

WEUJING-Brazing and soldering on AC or DC honRe cr.rrPnt. Snp~'r Mngic 
Wand Welder is a heavy-duty tool built for e1:1sy electric wt>lding, brazing and 
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soldering. Ju~;t plug in on any AC or DC llouse current soc·lrd. Light, compnct, 
efficient! No generator, no transfoi'IDPr, no battPries, no ~;;pecinl wi•·ing! Anyone 
can weld iron, steel, bronze, brass, lead, aluminum, any metnl! Cylinder-blocks, 
fenders, tanks, farm machinery, or any type of job. WELD ANY METAL IN sHoP OR 

lfOME. Only $5.08--with WELDER you get FREE kit of supplies-bronze, steel, 
aluminum welding rods; welding flux, genuine welding goggles! Al,;o '{'O!llplete 
instructions and mouey-mnking ideas. 

Through the use of the foregoing statements and others of similar 
import and meaning not herein set out, the respondents represent 
and imply that the Magic Wand Welder is a genuine heavy-duty 
device which will, when connected with an ordinary automobile 
storage battery, weld all base metals in any form, and thnt it is 
practical for such use in home tinkering and shop production; that 
respondents give each purchaser of said device a full kit of welding 
supplies free, and as a gratuity. 

Through the use of the foregoing statements, and others of similar 
import and meaning, not herein S(lt out, the respondents represent 
and imply that the Super l\lagic Wand ·welder is a tool built for 
use and useful for hetivy duty in welding base metals of all kinds, 
and more particularly cylinder blocks and heavy parts of mech::mical 
or farm machinery; that it will heat such metals to such an extent 
that they will run so that a proper weld can be effected; that its con­
struction is sturdy enough to withstand such hard use and the 
electric current necessary for such welding; that it conforms in 
design and construction to the standard required' for such devices; 
that it is safe to operate on an ordinary AC or DC branch electric 
household circuit; that the operation of such device will not injure 
the operator or the branch electric current to which it is attached; 
that it is a safe and efficient device to use in securing a "sun tun" 
on the skin. 

P.-\R. 3. The above and foregoing representations and implications 
relative to the Magic :Wand \Velder are ,false, misleading, and 
deceptive, for in truth and in fact such welder is not a heavy-duty 
device but on the contrary is light and flimsy of construction anrl 
will not, when connected to an automobile storage battery~ generat<> 
sufficient heat when used according to instructions to prepare any 
metal for proper welding. The kit of welding supplies repres(lntetl 
hy the respondents as being "free," with each purchase of said 
device, is not given "free" and as a gratuity, but is part of the 
combination offer, and the price thereof is included in the original 
sale price of $1.49. 

The nboye and foregoing representations and implications relative 
to the Snper Mngic \Vnncl \Velder are false, misleading, and decep-
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tive, for in truth and. in fact said device is not a heavy-duty welding 
tool, but on the contrary is very flimsy and weak in construction_:_ 
the wires being of small gauge and. easily overheated, the clamps of 
light weight connected with cheap, inferior fasteners; the resister 
units are poorly housed and not securely fastened to the wood ends 
of the case; the tubes leading from the handles are of light, inferior 
materials and are not insulated for safety to operators; the screw 
hoks in the handles are so thin that a screw will not remain penna­
nently therein so as securely to hold. the electrodes. Said Jevir·e 
dot>s not conform to the standard methods of design or construction 
of electrical devices from the viewpoint of suitability of materials 
nsed OL' proper guarding and. spacing of live electrical parts so ns 
reasonably to safeguard life and property. Said device is not built 
for heavy .electric welding, nor is it compact or efficient. Because 
Qf its flimsy construction it does not safeguard the operator frOJll 
shock. The heat generate<l is insufficient, except on extremely thin 
materials, not over Yt 6 of an inch in thickness, to do a good job 
of welding. Its use does necessitate special wiring, the wiring 
"'npplied with the outfit being too light to prevent dangerous heat­
ing. It is extremely dangerous, both to the user and to the wiring 
of any ordinary house circuit, and it cannot be operated with safety. 
"While the flame produced by the carbon arc would burn the skin 
and produce so-called "sun tan," such use by a. novice in the use 
of the violet ray, with no further instructions, might result in sevprc 
injury to the eyes and skin. 

PAn. 4. The use by the respondents of the foregoing fal:-;e an1l 
misleading representations and implications, respecting their said 
devices as to the efficiency, construction, and safety of operation 
thereof, has had, and. now has, the capacity and tendency to, awl 
does, mislead and deceive a substantial portion of the purchasin~ 
public into the mistaken and erroneous belief that such representl\­
tions and implications are true, and. causes a substantial portion of 
the purchasing public, because of such mistaken and erroneous 
belief, to purchase said dPvices. 

PAn. 5. The aforesaid acts and practices of the respondents, as 
herein alleged, are all to the prejudice and injury of the public anfl 
constitute unfair and deceptive acts and. practices in commerce 
within the intent and meaning of the Federal Trade Commission Act. 

REPORT, FINDINGS AS TO THE FACTS~ AND OnnEn 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act, 
the Federal Trade Commission on the 9th day of October 1940, issued, 
and subsequently served, its complaint in this proceeding upon the 
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l.'espondents, George W. Brenner and John M. Kurtz, charging them 
with the use of unfair and deceptive acts and practices in commerce 
in violation of the provisions of said act. On October 29, 1940, the 
l.'espondents filed their answer, in which answer they admitted all the 
material allegations of fact set forth in said complaint and waived 
all intervening procedure and further hearing as to said facts. There­
after, the proceeding regularly came on for final hearing before the 
Commission on the said complaint and the answer thereto, and the 
Commission, having duly considered the matter, and being now fully 
advised in the premises, finds that this proceeding is in the interest 
of the public and makes this its findings as to the facts and its 
conclusion drawn therfrom. 

FINDINGS AS TO THE FACTS 

PARAGRAPH 1. The respondents, George ·w. Brenner and John M. 
Kurtz, are individuals trading and doing business under the firm name 
of Patent Specialties Co., with their principal office and place of busi­
ness at 4020 Tenth Avenue, New York, N.Y. Respondents are now, 
and for more than two years last past have been, engaged in the manu­
facture and sale of two devices, one known as the Magic Wand Welder 
and one known as the Super Magic 'Vand ·welder, designed and 
intended to be used in welding different kinds of metals, using electric 
current as the heating agency. Respondents cause said devices, when 
sold, to be transported from their place of business in the State of New 
York to purchasers thereof located at various points in the several 
States of the United States and in the District of Columbia. 

PAR. 2. In the course and conduct of their business in said commerce 
as aforesaid, and for the purpose of inducing the purchase of their 
electric welders, the respondents have circulated among prospective 
purchasers of said devices, through advertisements placed in trade 
publications and advertisements in the form of circulars, many state­
ments concerning the efficiency and merits of said devices. Among 
these statements so used and circulated among the prospective pur­
chasers by the respondents with reference to the "Magic 'Vand" 
welding device are the following: 

"MAGIC WAND" Genuine heavy duty l Electric arc welder. Freel Full kit! 
$1.49. Service for life. 

WELI>-Don't solder I A welded job stays. That's why the 1\laagic Wand Welder 
Is so popular. Pays for itself on the first two or three jobs I Clip to auto circuit 
or any storage battery. Easily adapted to house current. Guaranteed for life l 
Welds all metals in all forms. Rugged, fool proof, yet finely balanced • • • 
the perfect instrument for man, woman or boy. Practical for home tinkering 
or shop production. Beware of Imitations! This is not a substitute for welding. 
This Is Welding l Dealers! Inventors t Garage men! · INVESTIGATE t 

322605m--41--VOL.32----13 
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FREE-With every purchase of Magic Wand Lifetime Welder. Full kit of 
welding supplies including steel, bronze and aluminum welding rods, all neces· 
sary welding :flux, high grade welding carbons, instruction booklet and numerous 
money making ideas (welding jobs pay up to $1.00 an inch) to multiply your 
trivial investment a thousand fold! All for $1.49 * • • rush your order 
today I 

Now-Throw away the soldering iron! Anyone can do a professional welding 
job with the Magic Wand. Can be clipped fast directly to your automobile cir· 
cuit, operates on any storage battery, are easily adapted to your bouse current. 
Welds all metals in any form! l\fagic Wand Welder is guaranteed for life! 
Rugged, fool proof, yet finally balanced • • • the perfect instrument for 
man or boy. Practical for home tinkering or shop production. Beware of imi­
tations! This is not a substitute for welding. This is welding I Dealers I 
Inventors! Garage men I Investigate! 

Among the statements so used and circulated among prospective pur­
chasers with reference to the "Super Magic Wand" welding device are 
the following : 

The "Super MAGIO WAND WELDER" for house current I Complete only $2.98 
with full supplies. 

WELDING. Most sensational tool in 20 years, Super Magic Wand Welder weighS 
only one pound, fits pocket, easy to handle! No generator, no transformer, no 
batteries, no special wiring! Plug into ANY LIGHT socKET I Handle remains 
cool! With this rugged heavy duty tool anyone can weld iron, steel, bronze, 
brass, lead, aluminum, or ANY metal, under the terrific electric flame. Use thiS 
marvel WEIJJER three different ways! First and foremost, it welds all metals I 
Two extra uses-as a brilliant photographic flood light-to give a "sun tan" for 
the skin. 

FREE! With every Super Magic Wand Welder you get kit of welding supplies. 
Bronze, steel and aluminum welding rods; welding flux, pair of genuine "pro­
tectosite" glareproof goggles, instruction papers, and money making ideas! Ail 
complete for $'2.98. Satisfaction guaranteed or money refunded immediately. 

WELDING-Brazing and soldering on AC or DO house current. Super Magic 
Wand Welder is a heavy-duty tool built for easy electric welding, brazing and 
soldering. Just plug In on any AC or DC house current socket. Light, compact, 
efficient I No generator, no transformer, no batteries, no special wiring! AnY· 
one can weld iron, steel, bronze, brass, lead, aluminum, any metal! Cylinder· 
blocks, fenders, tanks, farm machinery or any type of job. WELD ANY METAL IN' 
SHOP OR HOME. Only $5.9&-Wlth WELDER you get FREE kit of supplies--bronze, 
steel, aluminum welding rods; welding flux, genuine welding goggles! AlSO 
complete instructions and money-making ideas. 

Through the use of the foregoing statements the respondents rep­
resent and imply that the "Magic ·wand" welding device is a "genuine" 
heavy-duty device which will, when connected with an ordinary auto­
mobile storage battery, weld all base metals in any form, and that it is 
practical for such use in home tinkering and shop production; that 
respondents give each purchaser of said' device a full kit of welding 
supplies "Free," and as a gratuity. 
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Through the use of the foregoing statements the respondents rep· 
resent and imply that the "Super Magic \Vand" device is a tool built 
for use and useful for heavy duty in welding base metals of all kinds, 
and more particularly, cylinder blocks and heavy parts of mechanical 
and farm machinery; that it will heat such metals to such an extent 
that they will run so that a proper weld can be effected; that its con· 
struction is sturdy enough to withstand such hard use and the electric 
current necessary for such welding; that it conforms in_ design and 
construction to the standard required for such device; that it is saf~t. 
to operate on an ordinary AC or DC branch electric household circuit; 
that the operation of such device will not injur~ either the operator­
or the branch electric current to which it is attached; that it is a safe 
and efficient device to use in securing a "sun tan" on the skin. 

PAR. 3. The above and foregoing representations and implications 
relative to the "Magic \Vand'' welding device are false, misleading, 
and deceptive, for in truth and in fact, said welder is not a heavy-duty 
device, but, on the contrary, is light and flimsy of construction and 
will not, when connected to an automobile storage battery, generate 
sufficient heat, when used according to instructions, to prepare any 
material for proper welding. The kit of welding supplies represented 
by the respondents as being "free" with each purchase of said device 
is not given free and as a gratuity, but is regularly offered as a part 
of a combination offer, and the price thereof is included in the original 
sale price quoted in the advertisements. 

The above and foregoing representations and implications relative 
to the "Super Magic \Vand" welding device are false, misleading, and 
deceptive, for in truth and in fact, it is not a heavy-duty tool; on the 
contrary, it is very flimsy and weakly constructed, the wires being 
small gauge and easily overheated, the clamps being light weight 
with cheap, inferior fasteners. The register units are poorly housed 
and not securely fastened to the wood ends of the case, the tubes lead· 
ing from the handles being of light, inferior material, not insulated 
for safety to operators, and the screw holes in the handles are so thin 
that a screw will not remain permanently so as to securely hold the 
electrodes. It does not conform to standard methods of design or 
construction of electrical devices from. the viewpoint of suitability of 
materials nor proper guarding and spacing of live electrical parts 
so as to reasonably safeguard life and property. It is not built for 
heavy electric welding, nor is it compact and efficient; because of its 
flimsy construction it is difficult to safeguard the operator from shock, 
and the heat generated is insufficient, except on extremely thin metalst 
not over 1/16 of an inch in thickness, to do a satisfactory job of weld­
ing. Its use does necessitate special wiring and the wiring supplied 
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with the outfit is too light to prevent dangerous heating. It is ex· 
tremely dangerous both to anyone using it and to the wiring of any 
ordinary house circuit to which it might be attached, and it cannot 
be operated with safety. 'While the flame produced by the carbon 
arc of this device would burn the skin and produce so-called "sun 
tan," such use by a novice in the use of violet rays, with no further 
instructions, might result in severe injury to the eyes and skin. 

PAR. 4. The use by the respondents of the foregoing false and mis­
leading representations ana implications respecting their said devices 
has had, and now has, the capacity and tendency to, and does, mis­
lead and deceive a s·ubstantial portion of the purchasing public into 
the mistaken and erroneous belief that such representations and im­
plications are true, and causes a substantial portion of the purchasing 
public, because of said mistaken and erroneous belief, to purchase said 
devices. 

CONCLUSION 

The acts and practiqes of the respondents, as herein found, are all 
to the prejudice and injury of the public and constitute unfair and 
deceptive acts and practices in commerce within the intent and mean­
ing of the Federal Trade Commission Act. 

ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST 

This proceeding having been heard by the Federal Trade Com­
mission upon the complaint of the Commission and the answer of 
respondents, in which answer respondents admit all material alle­
gations of fact set forth in said complaint and state that they waive all 
intervening procedure and further hearing as to said facts, and the 
Commission having made its findings as to the facts and conclusion 
that respondents have violated the Federal Trade Commi:;;sion Act. 

It is ordered, That the respondents, George 1V. Brenner and John 
:M. Kurtz, their representatives, agents, and employees, jointly and 
severally, directly or through any corporate or other device, in con­
nection with the offering for sale, sale, and distribution of the electric 
welding devices now known as and sold under the name ''Magic Wand 
'Velder" and "Super Magic ·wand ·welder," whether sold under said 
names, or any other names or name, or in connection with the offering 
for sale, sale, and distribution of any other welding device of similar 
construction, in commerce, as commerce is defined in the Federal 
Trade Commission Act, do forthwith cease and desist from repre­
senting directly or by implication: 

1. That said "Magic Wand" welder is a heavy-duty welder, which 
is of practical use in shop welding. 
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2. That said "Magic 'Vand" welder will generate sufficient heat, 
when connected with an automobile storage battery, to prepare ma­
terials for welding. 

3. That said "Super Magic ·wand" welder conforms to the standard 
tnethod of design or constru~tion for electrical devices, either as to 
the suitability of materials used or as to the proper guarding and 
spacing of "live" electric parts. 

4. That said "Super Magic 'Vand'' welder is a heavy-duty welder 
or that it is useful in welding heavy mechanical and farm machinery, 
such as cylinder blocks. 

5. That said "Super Magic Wand" welder may be used on ordinary 
alternating or direct branch electrical household circuits, without 
injury either to the operator of the welder or to the household cir­
cuit to which it is attached. 

6. That said "Super Magic 'Vand" welder may be used with safety 
and efficiency in "sun tanning" the skin. 

7. That welding supplies, offered regularly as part of a combina­
tion offer, are free or a gift or gratuity. 

It i.s fwrther ordered, That the respondents shall, within 60 days 
after service upon them of this order, file with the Commission a 
report in writing, setting forth in detail tlie manner and form in 
which they have complied with this order. 
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IN THE l\IATTFR OF 

AUGUSTA KNITTING CORPORATIO~ 

COMPLAINT, FINDINGS, AND ORDER IN REGARD TO THE ALLEGED VIOLATION 
OF SEC. 5 OF AN ACT OF CONGRESS :APPROVED SEPT. 26, 1914 

Docket 4162. Complaint, June 13, 1!140-Defision. Dec. 19, 1940 

Where a corporation engaged in manufacture of tuck stitch garments, sweaters, 
underwear, bathing suits, and other knitted gat·ments and in interstate dis· 
trilmtion and sale thereof to various wholesale and retail dealer-purchasers-

( a) Represented, as typical of acts and practices engaged in, that certain ladies' 
undergarments, were composed of mixture of silk and wool through labels, 
tags, and markers attached thereto, and Including label reading "50'1o siLI< 
AND wooL," or so reading, but with figures 27 percent under words "Silk and 
Wool," facts being word "and'' on labels in question was printed in minute 
type and in such runnner as to be illegible to all prnctlcal Intents nnd pnr· 
poses, notation 27 pcrcent appearing underneath words "Silk and wool" 
in second label was in much smaller type than the "50'1o" appearing above 
said words, and was contradictory to label ltst>lf and would not be noticeable 
to purchnsing public or understood by it, and knitted undergarments thnS 
laheled were not composed entirely of silk and wool, but contained cotton 
content ranging from 45 percent to 50 percent; 

(b) Represented that its garments had longer wearing qualities than those knit 
by its competitors through use, as typical, 'of such labels "Self-t·einforced for 
97% longer wear" and "97% Longer \Year," facts being said undergat·ments 
did not have longer wearing qualities than garments of equivalent price and 
quality sold by competitors, and use, as aforesaid, of such statements and 
representations was false, deceptive and misleading; and 

(c) Failed to disclose by appropriate labels, brands, or tags attached to said 
garments all of fiber constituents from which they were made and to disclose 
as !'ubstantial constituent thereof, existence of cotton; 

With result that through said labels members of purchasing public were misled 
into believing that said undergarments, thus labeled, were composed entirely 
of silk and wool In the proportion of 50 percent silk and 50 percent wool, aud 
with et'ft>ct, through use by It of representations above set forth, of mislead· 
ing and deceiving substantial portion of purchasing public into erroneous 
belief that ( 1) knitted garments sold and distributed by it were composed 
entirely of silk and wool, fabrics of which have established reputation as 
possessing superior cold-resistance and other desirable qualities over those 
containing substantial amounts of cotton, and, as consequence are decidedlY 
preferred by many purchasers and prospective purchasers of undergarment"' 
over fabrics containing cotton in substantial amounts, and that (2) said gar· 
ments were of longer wearing quality than similar products made by competl· 
tors. and to cause said portion of public to purchase such products as result ol 
said erroneous beliefs, engendered as above set forth: 

Held, That said acts and practices, under the circumstances set forth, were all 
to the prejudice and Injury of the public, and constituted unfair s.nd deceptive 
acts and practices In commerce. 

Mr. Robert Mathis, Jr., for the Commission. 
Mr. Thomas L. Wilder, of Utica, N. Y., for respondent. 


