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Where an advertiser-vendor, in advertising directed to persons who are already 

ill, or So consider themselves, represents a product as a cure or effective 

treatment for certain designated symptoms or conditions, such persons 

usually have, or are under the impression that they have, one or more of 

the symptoms there referred to. And when in fact the causes thereof are 

numerous and probably are not due to that which would be reached and 

beneficially affected by said product, said advertiser-vendor suggests not only 

that the designated symptoms may be due to the cause for which the product 

is beneficial, but also that there is a likelihood that they are in fact due 

thereto. Such a representation, made by suggestion and unaccompanied by 

an appropriate disclosure of the likelihood of other causes of the symptoms 

or conditions, is as false and deceptive in the opinion of the Commission as 

one made categorically under the same circumstances, and, by reason of 

such falsity, is subject to the same exercise of the Commission’s corrective 

action as though made by affirmative statement. 

As respects a claim that a certain product is valuable in human nutrition by 

reason of its vitamin E content; use of said vitamin has not been established 

as essential to human nutrition. 

While constipation and certain types of nervous troubles, digestive disorders, 

stomach and bowel trouble, neuritis, common headache, aching muscles and 

joints and such vague and indefinite conditions or symptoms as a tired, 

exhausted feeling and lack of pep, energy, and vitality may be due to a lack of 

vitamins, these usually arise because of diseases which bear no relationship 

to vitamin deficiencies, and will not be corrected or relieved by the adminis- 

tration of a vitamin product; nor, should they be the result of such defi- 

ciencies, will they be relieved or cured by the use of such product as that 

of vendor-advertiser in the quantities recommended—that is, two heaping 

tablespoonsful daily in the adult diet—except that, where due solely to a 

very minor deficiency of vitamin Bi long and continued consumption of the 

product in the amount recommended may tend to overcome such conditions, 

for the relief of which when due solely to a vitamin B, deficiency, far 

larger quantities—usually ten to fifty times the amount recommended—are 

required as a therapeutic dose. 

Where two partners engaged in the offer and interstate sale and distribution 

of a wheat-germ food product, which they designated “Spark-O-Life” prior 

to 1943 and subsequently as “Spark-O-Lite”; in advertising through radio 

broadcasts, newspapers, circulars, leaflets, order blanks and otherwise— 
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(a) Falsely represented that said product, because of its vitamin and mineral 

content, was a cure or remedy for constipation, nervous trouble, digestive 

disorders, or stomach and bowel trouble, and common headaches, and that 

use thereof would relieve, remedy or correct such conditions as tired, 

exhausted, half-alive, worn-out, older-than-you-really-are feeling, lack of 

pep, energy, or vitality, and aching muscles or joints, and would result in 

greater health, energy, and vitality, and, consumed as directed, would correct 

vitamin deficiencies ; 

(b) Falsely represented that its use would have therapeutic effect in the treat- 

ment of rheumatism, arthritis, neuritis, and migraine headache, when in fact 

said conditions are not caused by lack of vitamins ; 

(c) Falsely represented that said product was the richest vitamin food contain- 

ing vitamin G; that it was rich in phosphorus, magnesium, ealecium, and 

iron; and that persons consuming it, would possess greater health, energy 

and vitality; 
r 

(ad) Represented that its consumption as directed would correct vitamin defi- 

ciencies; when in fact such use would not correct vitamin deficiency except 

that where a deficiency was very slight and confined solely to a lack of vita- 

min Bi, long and continued consumption of said product as a food supple- 

ment might tend to overcome it; and 

(e) Represented that vitamin E in said product was valuable in human nutri- 

tion; notwithstanding the fact use of said vitamin had not been established 

as essential to nutrition ; 

With effect of deceiving a substantial portion of the purchasing public into the 

mistaken belief that such representations were true, and with tendency and 

capacity so to do, and thereby induce purchase of said product : 

Held, That such acts and practices, under the circumstances set forth, were all 

to the prejudices and injury of the public and constituted unfair and decep- 

tive acts and practices in commerce. 

Before Mr. Randolph Preston, trial examiner. 

Mr. D. C. Daniel and Mr. Charles &. Cow for the Commission. 

Mr. Joe E. Burris, of Kansas City, Mo., for respondents. 

CoMPLAINT 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act 

and by virtue of the authority vested in it by said Act, the Federal 

Trade Commission, having reason to believe that David M. Lorenz 

and Bernhard W. Alden, individually and as copartners trading un- 

der the name of Arbee Food Products Company, hereinafter referred 

to as respondents, have violated the provisions of said Act and, it 

appearing to the Commission that a proceeding by it in respect there- 

of would be in the public interest, hereby issues its complaint, stating 

its charges in that respect as follows: 

Paracrary 1. Respondents, David M. Lorenz and Bernhard W. 

Alden are individuals, doing business as copartners under the trade 
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name of Arbee Food Products Company, with their principal office 

and place of business located in Kansas City, Kansas. 

Par. 2. Respondents are now, and for more than four years last 

past, have been engaged in the business of offering for sale and sell- 
ing in commerce, a food product designated “Spark-O-Life.” 

Respondents have caused and now cause said product, when sold, to 
be transported from their aforesaid place of business to purchasers 

thereof located at points in various other States in the United States 
and in the District of Columbia. Respondents have, at all times 
mentioned herein, maintained and do maintain a course of trade in 

said product in commerce between and among various States of the 
United States and in the District of Columbia. 

Par. 3. In the course and conduct of their aforesaid business, the 

respondents have disseminated and are now disseminating, and have 
caused, and are now causing, the dissemination of, false advertise- 

ments concerning their said product by the United States mails and by 
various other means in commerce, as “commerce” is defined in the 

Federal Trade Commission Act; and respondents have also dissem- 
inated and are now disseminating, and have caused, and are now caus- 

ing the dissemination of, false advertisements concerning said prod- 
uct, by various means, for the purposes of inducing, and which are 

likely to induce, directly or indirectly, the purchase of said product 
i commerce, as “commerce” is defined in the Federal Trade Com- 
mission Act. 
Among and typical, but not all-inclusive, of the false, misleading 

and deceptive statements and representations contained in said ad- 
vertisements disseminated and caused to be disseminated, as herein- 
above set out, by and through the United States mails, by radio broad- 
casts and by various other means, are the following : 

Those miracle-working, natural vitamins help bring blessed relief from many 
types of nervous and digestive disorders. Now, friends, if you’ve bothered with 
troubles like these, don’t let this condition go on. 

“Have been sick with stomach and bowel trouble for a long time.” 

Friends, how would you like to wake up in the morning with real pep and 
energy? 

Imagine yourself being relieved of that tired, exhausted feeling—relieved of the 
feeling that you're older than you really are. 

When you don’t get enough of the SPARK-O-LIFE vitamins, you get tired and 
worn out easily. You may feel only “half alive’—rise in the morning without 
feeling fully refreshed, and wind up the day exhausted. 

SPARK-O-LIFE is the vitamin food, richest in those health and energy vita- 
mins * * * G. These are the “hard-to-get” minerals—Phosphorus, Mag- 
nesium, Calcium, and Iron. 
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Now, friends, if you have trouble keeping regular, get lasting relief by eating 

SPARK-O-LIFE every day. If you’ve bothered with nervous troubles or diges- 
tive disorders—see for yourself what SPARK-O-LIFE can do for you. Let me 

tell you something else—the vital health-giving elements found in SPARK-O- 

LIFE have been recommended by the medical profession in the treatment of 

rheumatism, arthritis, neuritis, and migraine headaches. That’s why we urge 

so strongly that you give SPARK-O-LIFE a chance to help you. 

“x * * but has ended my frequent headaches.” 

* * * if you’ve bothered with aching muscles and joints—start eating two 

tablespoonfuls of SPARK-O-LIFE regularly every day * * *, 
Decide right now to let the miracle-working vitamins in SPARK-O-LIFE go to 

work for you—have greater health and energy and vitality by correcting that 

vitamin deficiency. 

All you need normally each day of B and E vitamins. 

Par. 4. By and through the use of the statements hereinabove set 
out, and others similar thereto not specifically, set out herein, all of 

which purport to be descriptive of the therapeutic and curative proper- 

ties of said product, respondents have represented and now represent, 

directly and by implication, that their product Spark-O-Life, because 

of its vitamin and mineral content, is a cure or remedy for constipa- 

tion, nervous troubles, digestive disorders, stomach and bowel trouble; 

that the use of Spark-O-Life will relieve, remedy, or correct such con- 

ditions as tired, exhausted, half-alive, worn-out, older-than-you-really- 

are feeling, lack of pep, energy or vitality; that Spark-O-Life is the 

richest vitamin food containing vitamin G; that Spark-O-Life is rich 

in phosphorus, magnesium, calcium, and iron; that the use of Spark-O- 

Life will have therapeutic effect in the treatment of rheumatism, arth- 

ritis, neuralgia, and migraine or common headaches; that Spark-O- 

Life is effective in the treatment of aching muscles and joints; that per- 

sons consuming Spark-O-Life will possess greater health, energy, and 

vitality ; that the consumption of said product as directed will correct 

vitamin deficiencies; and that the Vitamin E in said product is valuable 

in human nutrition. 

Par. 5. The aforesaid statements and representations are false, mis- 

leading and deceptive. In truth and in fact, while constipation and 

certain types of nervous trouble, digestive disorders, stomach and 

bowel trouble, neuritis, common headache, aching muscles and joints 

and such vague and indefinite conditions or smyptoms (sic) as a tired, 

exhausted feeling and lack of pep, energy and vitality, may be due 

to a lack of vitamins, they usually arise because of diseases which bear 

no relationship to vitamin deficiency and would not be prevented, 

corrected, relieved or cured by the administration of a vitamin prod- 

uct such as respondents’. Moreover, in case such symptons or con- 
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ditions are the result of vitamin deficiencies, they would not be re- 

lieved, corrected or cured by the use of respondents’ product as di- 

rected, that is, two heaping tablespoonfuls daily. Far larger quan- 

tities are required than those provided by said product. Rheumatism, 

arthritis, neuralgia and migraine headache are not caused by lack of 

vitamins and respondents’ product would have no value in either the 

prevention or treatment thereof. Spark-O-Life is not the richest 

vitamin G food and is not rich in phosphorus, magnesium, calcium 

or iron. Said product does not provide sufficient vitamins, minerals 

or nutrients, so that persons consuming it will enjoy greater health, 

energy or vitality. Its use, as directed, will not correct vitamin de- 

ficiencies. It has not been conclusively established that Vitamin E is 

essential in human nutrition. 

Par. 6. The use by the respondents of the foregoing false, deceptive 

and misleading advertisements, statements and representations has 

had, and now has, the tendency and capacity to, and does, mislead and 

deceive a substantial portion of the purchasing public into the errone- 

ous and mistaken belief that said advertisements, statements and 

representations are true, and to induce a substantial portion of the 

public, because of such erroneous and mistaken belief, to purchase 

substantial quantities of respondents’ said product. 

Par. 7. The aforesaid acts and practices of the respondents, as 

herein alleged, are all to the prejudice and injury of the public and 

constitute unfair and deceptive acts and practices in commerce within 

the intent and meaning of the Federal Trade Commission Act. 

Rerort, Frxprnes as TO THE Facts, AND ORDER 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act, 

the Federal Trade Commission, on April 10, 1946, issued and sub- 

sequently served its complaint in this proceeding upon the respond- 

ents, David M. Lorenz and Bernhard W. Alden, individually and as 
copartners trading as Arbee Food Products Company, charging them 
with the use of unfair and deceptive acts and practices in commerce in 
violation of the provisions of said Act. After respondents filed their 
answer, testimony and other evidence in support of and in opposition 

to the allegations of the complaint were introduced before a trial 
examiner of the Commission theretofore duly designated by it, and 
such testimony and other evidence were duly recorded and filed in the 

office of the Commission. Thereafter, this proceeding regularly came 
on for final hearing by the Commission upon the complaint, the answer 

thereto, testimony and other evidence, recommended decision of the 
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trial examiner, exceptions thereto, and brief in support of the com- 

plaint (no brief having been filed by the respondents and no oral argu- 
ment having been requested) ; and the Commission, having duly con- 

sidered the matter and being now fully advised in the premises, finds 
that this proceeding is in the interests of the public and makes this 
its findings as to the facts and its conclusion drawn therefrom: 

FINDINGS AS TO THE FACTS 

Paracrapn 1. Respondents, David M. Lorenz and Bernhard W. Al- 
den, are individuals and copartners trading and doing business as 
Arbee Food Products Company, with their principal place of business 
located at Greater Kansas City Food Terminal, Kansas City, Kansas. 

From February 1941 to April 1943 they operated under the name 
“Spark-O-Life Company” and subsequent thereto, under their present 

trade name. They are now, and for more than seven years last past 

have been, engaged in the offering for sale, sale, and distribution of 
a wheat-germ food product, designated “Spark-O-Life” prior to 1948, 

and subsequent thereto as “Spark-O-Lite.” 
Par. 2. In the course and conduct of their aforesaid business, re- 

spondents cause and have caused their said product, when sold, to be 

shipped from their place of business in the State of Kansas to pur- 

chasers thereof at their respective points of location in various other 

States of the United States and in the District of Columbia; and 

maintain, and at all times mentioned herein have maintained, a course 

of trade in said product in commerce among and between the various 

States of the United States and in the District of Columbia. 

Par. 3. In the course and conduct of their aforesaid business, the 

respondents have disseminated and are now disseminating, and have 

caused and are now causing the dissemination of, false advertisements 

concerning their said product by the United States mails and by var- 

ious other means in commerce as “commerce” is defined in the Federal 

Trade Commission Act; and respondents have also disseminated and 

are now disseminating, and have caused and are now causing the 

dissemination of, false advertisements concerning their said product 

by various means for the purpose of inducing, and which are likely 

to induce, directly or indirectly, the purchase of their said product in 

commerce as “commerce” is defined by the Federal Trade Commission 

Act. 

Among and typical of the statements and representations con- 

tained in said advertisements disseminated and caused to be dissem- 

inated as hereinbefore set forth, by United States mails, by radio 

I 
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broadcasts, by advertisements inserted in newspapers, and by circulars, 

leaflets, order blanks, and other advertising, are the following: 

Those miracle-working, natural vitamins help pring blessed relief from many 

types of nervous and digestive disorders. Now, friends, if you’re bothered with 

troubles like these, don’t let this condition go on. 

“Have been sick with stomach and bowel trouble for a long time.” 

Friends, how would you like to wake up in the morning with real pep and 

energy? 

Imagine yourself being relieved of that tired, exhausted feeling—relieved of 

the feeling that you’re older than you really are. 

When you don’t get enough of the SPARK-O-LIFE vitamins, you get tired 

and worn out easily. You may feel only “half alive’—rise in the morning with- 

out feeling fully refreshed, and wind up the day exhausted. 

SPARK-O-LIFE is the vitamin food, richest in those health and energy 

vitamins * * * G. These are the “hard-to-get” minerals—Phosphorus, 

Magnesium, Calciuny and Iron. 

Now, friends, if you have trouble keeping regular, get lasting relief by eating 

SPARK-O-LIFE every day. If you’re bothered with nervous troubles or di- 

gestive disorders—see for yourself what SPARK-O-LIFE can do for you. Let 

me tell you something else—the vital health-giving elements found in SPARK-O- 

LIFE have been recommended by the medical profession in the treatment of 

rheumatism, arthritis, neuritis, and migraine headaches. That’s why we urge 

so strongly that you give SPARK-O-LIFE a chance to help you. 

“« x * * but has ended my frequent headaches.” 

* * * if you’re bothered with aching muscles and joints—start eating two 

tablespoonfuls of SPARK-O-LIFE regularly ever day * * *. 

Decide right now to let the miracle-working vitamins in SPARK-O-LIFE go 

to work for you—have greater health and energy and vitality by correcting that 

vitamin deficiency. 

All you need normally each day of B and E vitamins. 

Par. 4. Through the use of the foregoing statements and repre- 
sentations, and others similar thereto not specifically set out herein, all 
of which purport to be descriptive of the therapeutic and curative 

properties of their wheat-germ product designated “Spark-O-Life” or 
“Spark-O-Lite,” respondents represent and have represented (a) that 

said product, because of its vitamin and mineral content, is a cure or 
remedy for constipation, nervous troubles, digestive disorders, or 
stomach and bowel troubles; (b) that the use of said product will re- 
lieve, remedy, or correct such conditions as tired, exhausted, half- 

alive, worn-out, older than you really-are feeling, lack of pep, energy, 

or vitality; (c) that said product is the richest vitamin food con- 
taining vitamin G; (d) that it is rich in phosphorus, magnesium, 
calcium, and iron; (e) that its use will have therapeutic effect in 
treatment of rheumatism, arthritis, neuritis, and migraine or com- 

mon headaches; (f) that it is effective in the treatment of aching 
muscles and joints; (g)° that persons consuming said product will 
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possess greater health, energy, and vitality ; (h) that its consumption 

as directed will correct vitamin deficiencies; and (i) that the vitamin 

E in said product is valuable in human nutrition. 

Par. 5. The vitamin and mineral content of two heaping table- 

spoonfuls, or twenty-five grams, of respondents’ product, recommend- 

ed by them for adult daily consumption, and the percentage of the 

minimum daily adult requirement for the human diet which they 

constitute, are as follows: 

Amount in Percent of Minimum 

25 Grams Daily Requirement 

Wheat Embryo - (Adult) 

BIVEn eer LTV ana eya) ere ee .9meg. (3001. U2 esa ee 90 

Riboflavin: (Bor G) =------ DN ee ag ee ee 10 

SN een ee ee 1 ah eS Pe ee 2 ES cnt 15 

Phosphorus —~-------------- 962.5 Mg. ..2s=--- = == 35 

{halite ee oe ee ee Delo sire eee Sees aera Seen see 21.5 

Qonpens.- 2. 2s) See NBO Trig) ey et Sh 9.3 _ Pee a eee ses 21.3 

@ailoriesvs:? i334 see 95 

Par. 6. (a) The statements and representations set forth in Para- 

graphs Three and Four above are grossly exaggerated, false, mislead- 

ing, and deceptive in the following particulars: 

(6) While constipation and certain types of nervous trouble, diges- 

tive disorders, stomach and bowel trouble, neuritis, common headache, 

aching muscles and joints, and such vague and indefinite conditions or 

symptoms as a tired, exhausted feeling and lack of pep, energy, and 

vitality may be due to a lack of vitamins, these usually arise because 

of diseases which bear no relationship to vitamin deficiency, and will 

not be corrected, relieved, or cured by the administration of a vitamin 

product such as respondents’. 

(c) In case said symptoms or conditions are the result of vitamin 

deficiencies, they will not be relieved, corrected, or cured by the use of 

respondents’ product in the quantities recommended—that is, two 

heaping tablespoonfuls daily in the adult diet—except that where such 

symptoms or conditions are due solely to a very minor deficiency of 

vitamin B,, long and continued consumption of respondents’ product 

as a food supplement in the amount recommended may tend to over- 

come these conditions. Far larger quantities, usually ten to fifty 

times the amount recommended, are required as a therapeutic dose to 

relieve these conditions or symptoms resulting solely from a vitamin 

B, deficiency. 

(d) Rheumatism, arthritis, and migraine headache are not caused 

by lack of vitamins, and the consumption of respondents’ product, 

would have no value either in the treatment or cure thereof. 
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(c) Respondents’ product is not the richest vitamin G food and is 

not rich in either phosphorus, magnesium, calcium, or iron. In fact, 

its consumption as a food supplement in the quantities recommended 

will supply only a small portion of the minimum adult daily require- 

ments of such vitamins and minerals. Said product does not provide 

sufficient vitamins, minerals, or nutrients so that persons consuming 

it will possess or enjoy greater health, energy, or vitality. 

(7) Its use as directed will not correct vitamin deficiency except 

that where a deficiency is very slight and confined solely to a lack of 
vitamin B,, its long and continued cegauiianeron as a food Ad eee 

may tend to overcome it. 
(g) The use of vitamin E has not been established as essential to 

human nutrition. 
Par. 7. The Commission finds that certain of respondents’ adver- 

tisements with respect to its product are misleading in a material 

respect and therefore false and deceptive by reason of the innuendos 
and suggestions contained therein. They are directed to persons who 
are already ill, or so consider themselves, and such persons usually 

have, or are under the impression that they have, one or more of the 

symptoms referred to therein. In these advertisements, the product 
is represented as a cure or an effective treatment for certain designated 

symptoms or conditions when in fact the causes of such symptoms or 

* conditions are numerous, and the probability is that said symptoms 
or conditions are due to causes other than the cause which would be 
reached and beneficially affected by respondents’ product. In rep- 
resenting the product as a cure or an effective treatment for certain 

designated symptoms or conditions, respondents suggest not only that 

such symptoms or conditions may be due to the cause for which the 
product is beneficial, but also that there is a likelihood that they are 

in fact due to such cause. If such a representation is made in a cat- 

egorical statement and if, in the majority of cases, the symptoms or 
conditions are due to causes in the treatment of which the product 
advertised will have no benefit whatsoever, the representation is false 
and obviously deceptive. A representation to the same effect, made 
under the same circumstances except by suggestion instead of cat- 
egorically, and unaccompanied, as in the present case, by an appro- 
priate disclosure of the likelihood of other causes of the symptoms 
or conditions, is equally false and deceptive in the opinion of the 
Commission and, by reason of such falsity, is subject to the exercise 
of the Commission’s corrective action in the same manner and to the 
same extent as though the representations were made by affirmative 
statement. 
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Par. 8.’The use by the respondents of the foregoing false, decep- 
tive, and misleading statements and representations with respect to 
their wheat-germ product, disseminated as aforesaid, has had, and 

now has, the capacity and tendency to, and does, mislead and deceive 
a substantial portion of the purchasing public into the erroneous and 
mistaken belief that such statements, representations, and advertise- 
ments are true, and to induce a portion of the purchasing public, 

because of such erroneous and mistaken belief, to purchase respondents’ 

said product. 
. CONCLUSION 

_ The acts and practices of respondents as herein found are all to the 

prejudice and injury of the public and constitute unfair and decep- 

tive acts and practices in commerce within the intent and meaning 

of the Federal Trade Commission Act. 

Commissioner Mason, in accordance with the views he expressed 

in Docket 5070, American Dietaids Company, Inc., et al.,! concurs in 

all of the foregoing except that portion of paragraph (a) of the order 

requiring affirmative disclosure. 

ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST 

This proceeding having been heard by the Federal Trade Commis- 

sion upon the complaint of the Commission, the answer of the re- 

spondents, testimony and other evidence introduced before a trial 

examiner of the Commission theretofore duly designated by it, rec- 

ommended decision of the trial examiner, exceptions thereto, and 

brief in support of the complaint (no brief having been filed by re- 

spondents and oral argument not having been requested) ; and the 

Commission having made its findings as to the facts and conclusion 

that the respondents have violated the Federal Trade Commission Act : 

It is ordered, That the respondents, David M. Lorenz and Bernhard 

W. Alden, individually and as copartners trading as Arbee Food 

Products Company or under any other name or names, their agents, 

representatives, and employees, directly or through any corporate or 

other device in connection with the offering for sale, sale, and distribu- 

tion of their wheat-germ product designated “Spark-O-Life” or 

“Spark-O-Lite,” or any other product or products of substantially 

similar composition or possessing substantially similar properties, 

whether sold under the same name or under any other name or names, 

do forthwith cease and desist from directly or indirectly : 

1 See 44 F. T. C. 667 at 705. 
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(1) Disseminating, or causing to be disseminated, any advertise- 

ment by means of the United States mails or by any other means in 

commerce as “commerce” is defined in the Federal Trade Commission 

Act, which advertisement represents, directly or through inference— 

(a) that the product “Spark-O-Life” or “Spark-O-Lite” is a cure 

or remedy, or competent or effective treatment, for constipation, nerv- 

ous trouble, digestive disorders, stomach or bowel trouble, neuritis, 

common headache, aching muscles or joints, tired or exhausted feel- 

ing, or lack of pep, energy, or vitality, or that consumers thereof will 
enjoy greater health, energy, or vitality, or that its use will correct 
vitamin deficiencies, unless such representations are expressly limited 

to those unusual cases in which such conditions are due solely to a very 
minor vitamin B, deficiency and where the long and continued use of 
said product as a food supplement in the quantities recommended may 

tend to overcome said conditions and unless such advertisement dis- 
closes that such conditions are most frequently due to other causes and 
that in such vases said product is ineffective ; 

(b) that the product “Spark-O-Life” or “Spark-O-Lite” is a cure 
or remedy, or competent or effective treatment, for rheumatism, ar- 
thritis, or migraine headache ; 

(c) that the product “Spark-O-Life” or “Spark-O-Lite” is the 
richest vitamin G food or that it is rich in phosphorus, magnesium, 

calcium, or iron; : 

(d) that vitamin E is valuable in human nutrition. 
(2) Disseminating, or causing the dissemination of, any advertise- 

ment by any means for the purpose of inducing, or which is likely to 
induce, directly or indirectly, the purchase in commerce as “commerce” 
is defined in the Federal Trade Commission Act of said product, 
which advertisement contains any of the representations prohibited in 
paragraph (1) hereof or which fails to comply with the affirmative 
requirements set forth in paragraph (1) (a) hereof. 

[tis further ordered, That the respondents shall, within sixty (60) 
days after service upon them of this order, file with the Commission 
a report in writing, setting forth in detail the manner and form in 
which they have complied with it. 

Commissioner Mason, in accordance with the views he expressed in 
Docket 5070, American Dietaids Company, Inc., et al., concurs in all 
of the foregoing except that portion of paragraph (a) of the order 
requiring affirmative disclosure. 

*See 44 F. T. C. 667 at 705. 
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COMPLAINT, FINDINGS, AND ORDER IN REGARD TO THE ALLEGED VIOLATION 

OF SEC. 5 OF AN ACT OF CONGRESS APPROVED SEPT. 26, 1914 

Docket 5004. Complaint, July 15, 1943—Decision, June 2, 1949 

Where a corporation engaged in selling and distributing its “True-Health Shoulder 

(a) 

(d) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

@) 

Braces” and “Tru-Health Belts”; in advertising in newspapers, pamphlets, 

form letters, circulars, testimonials and other advertising literature— 

Represented falsely that use of its said “Tru-Health Belts” would prevent 

and correct malformations and malpositions of the human body, and enable 

wearers to develop, regain and maintain health and correct posture ; and 

would prevent and correct “dropped stomach” or “ptosis” ; 7 

Represented falsely that said belts were an adequate support for sacroiliac 

spinal conditions and for the kidneys; that their use was desirable and 

proper after pregnancy and abdominal operations; would pervent sagging 

of parts of the body, cause wearers to stand erect, give them renewed 

strength and vitality, and prevent sluggishness and fatigue; and would help 

children to grow strong and erect, and cause them to develop properly ; 

Represented falsely that they would reduce the waistline, hips and abdomen, 

and significantly improve physical appearance; that they would make walk- 

ing, sitting or standing comfortable; and that they were perfect equipment 

for sports activities, and would improve proficiency in various games; 

Represented falsely that said belts were scientific garments, and were 

indorsed, approved, and recommended by physicians everywhere; and 

Represented falsely that use of its said “Tryu-Health Shoulder Braces” 

would similarly prevent and correct malformations and malpositions of 

the body, and enable wearers to develop, regain and maintain health and 

correct posture; and prevent slouching, straighten the shoulders, give mili- 

tary erectness, support the muscles of the back, expand the chest, force 

deep breathing; and 

Represented falsely that they would eliminate the causes of many common 

casual ailments; prevent and relieve fatigue or a tired run-down feeling 

and do away with a scrawny-looking appearance ; slenderize the abdomen, 

waist and hips, and benefit all persons irrespective of weight, age or size; 

and cause children to stand and sit erect and grow healthy, strong and 

well-developed; and bring out the loveliness of the female form and develop 

and uplift the bust ; 

The facts being the usefulness of its said devices was limited to providing a 

measure of support to, and a change of position of, certain parts of the body 

to which they were applied, and any such support or change of position 

would remain only so long as the devices were worn, the body resuming 

its normal form upon their removal; 

So or 


