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Decision 50 F. T. C.

IN THE MATT 

VISIONADE VISOR COMPANY, INC. , ET AL.

DECISION IN REGARD TO THE ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THE
FEDERAL TRADE CO:.IAlISRION ACT

Docket !i046. Com,pla+nt , Sept. 1952-- Decision , Nov. S, 1953

\\'he1'e a corporation engaged in the manufacture and interstate sale and dis-
tribution of plastic sun visors for attachment and use on the inside of auto-
mobile windshields; through advertisements in periodieals of general
circulation , circulars , and other advertising Jnattel'-

(a) Represented , among other things , that its said visors would "fit your car
were tailor made to fit individual model cars , and gave the eyes the same
protection as fine snnglasses ;

he facts being that while its "Safe- Zone" visors \\cre precut to fit the con-
tour of the npper edge of windshields of many antOluobiles , they required
SOIne trirl1ming and cutting for exact fittings; another type , with which they
furnished a pattern and cutting instructions , was not tailor made or precut
to fit any windshield; and they cUd not shield the eyes 1ike fine sunglasses;
and

Where two individuals , offcers of said company, and similarly engaged; in
sirnilarly advertising tlwir " :B-'iltcrzone" visol'S-

(b) Falsely represented that their saW products were optical1y correct and
afforded dear , true visibi1ity, and that they fitered out an infra-red rays;

When in fact they did not have the charaeteristics of fine sunglasses , were not
optical1y correct , and , while they permitted true color visibility, and fi1tered
ant approximately 75%, they permitted the transmission of about 25% of
the infra-red heat rays:

1T eld That such acts and practices, under the cireul1stances set forth , were
false , misleading, and deceptive, to the prejudice and injury of the public
and constituted unfair and deceptive acts and practices in commerce.

Befare Mr. J. EaTl Oox hearing examiner.

Mr. J. W. Brookfield, J?'. far the Commissian.
Colden Colden , af New York City, for respondents.

DECISION OF THE COJlDlISSION

Pursuant to. Rule XXII af the Commissian s Rules af Practice , and
as set forth in the Commission s "Decision af the Cammissian and

Order to File Repart of Compliance , dated Navember 3, 1953, the

initial decisian in the instant matter of hearing examiner J. Earl Cax
as set out as follows , became an that date the decisian af the
Cammissian.
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INITIAL DECISION BY J. EARL COX , HEARING EXAMINER

Pursuant to. the pravisians af the Federal Trade Commissian

Act, the Federal Trade Cammissian on September 22, 1952, issued and
subsequently served its complaint in this proceeding upan the respan"
dents Visianade Visar Company, Inc. , a corparatian, and Henry 1.
Sabel and Albert Hathgart, capartners trading as Filterzane Auto
Visian Campany, charging them with the use af unfair and deceptive

acts and practices in commerce in vialation of the pravisians at said
Act. After the issuance of said complaint and the filing of respand-
ents ' answer thereto. , hearings were held at which testimany and ather
evidence in sup part at and in apposition to. the allegatians af said
camplaint were introduced before the abave-named Hearing Examiner
theretofore duly designated by the Cammission, and said testimany
and other evidence were duly recorded and filed in the offce af the
Commissian. Thereafter, the proceeding regularly came on for final
consideration by said Hearing Examiner an the camplaint, the answer
thereto , testimony and other evidence , praposed findings as to. the facts

and cancll1sians presented by caunsel in suppart of the camplaint, (no.
proposed findings as to the facts and conclusions having been presented
by respandents and oral argument nat having been requested), and
said Hearing Examiner, having duly cansidered the recard herein
finds that this praceeding is in the interest of the public and makes the
fallawing findings as to the facts, conclusion drawn therefram, and
order:

FINDINGS AS TO THE FACTS

PARAGHAPH 1. Hespondent, Visionade Visor Campany, Inc.. is a
carporatian arganized , existing and doing business under and by virtue
af the laws af the State of New York with its offce and principal place
af business located at 6 1l Lexington Avenue, Braoklyn 21 , New Yark.
Respandents, Henry 1. Sabel and Albert Rothgart, are capartners
trading as Filterzone Auto. Vision Company with their aiRce and prin-
cipal place of business also located at 641 Lexington A venue, Broaklyn

, New York. Said respondents, Henry I. Sabel and Albert Rathgart
are aftcers of Visianade Visor Campany, Inc.

PAR. 2. Respondents are now , anel for more than one year last past
have been , engaged in the manufacture , sale, and distributian of plastic
sun visors for attachment and use an the inside af automohile wind-
shields. Hespondents cause their said products , when said, to be
tl'cllsporteel from their plaee of business in the State af New Yal'k tc
purchasers thereaf at their respeetiye points of location in varian:

ather States of the Unit(,c! States and in the District of Calumbin
443--57--
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Respondents maintain , and at all times mentianed herein have main-
tained, a caurse af trade in their said praducts in cammerce between
and amang the variaus States af the United States and in the District
af Columbia. The corporate respandent, Visionade Visor Campany,
Inc.. , sells and distributes most af its sun visors under the name "Safe-

Zane , althaugh it uses and has used ather trade names. The
partnership, Filterzane Auto Vi sian Campany, sells and distributes
its sun visars anly under the trade name "Filterzane

PAR. 3. In connectian with the sale and distributian of their said
sun visars in cammerce and as an inducement far the purc.hase thcreaf
by members of the purchasing public., the respective respandents
through use af advertisements printed in periadiools having a general
c.irculatiOll and af circ.ulars and other advertising matter distributed
thrOllgh the Unite,d States mails and atherwise, have made the fallow-
ing statements:

(a) Sw.tement, made by Visianade Visar Campany, Inc.
rai1or made to fit your car.
Shields your eyes like fine sun glasses , yet pel'mits dear vision at all times.
Approved by motor vebie1e bureaus of aU states requiring approval.

(b) Statements made by Filterzone Auto. Visian Campany-
Filterzone is made in s'everal custom models to fit most cars.
Custom cut to fit your windshield,
Only Filterzone is made of Pi 'otron,
Filters uut infra ,'ed (heat) ra
Scientifically formulated amI ojJtically con-eel.
OpticaUy correct.
Clear, true visibilty-
Approved by motor vehicle burealls of all states requiring approval.

PAR. 4. Thraugh the use of the abave statements, the respandent
Visionade Visar Company, Inc. , has represented and represents that
its sun visors fit most autamabiles, shield the eyes like fine sunglasses
yet permit clear visian at all times, and that said visars have been
appraved by the motor vehicle bureaus af all states requiring appraval.

Thraugh the use af the abave-quated statements the respondents

Henry I. Sobel and Albert Rathgart , c.opartners trading as Filterzane
Auto. Vi sian Campany, have represented that their visars are custom

ut to. fit mast autamabiles , that the material fram which their said
'isors are made is Plyatran , that this is a unique material nat used
y makers af other plastic visars , that their visors filter aut the infra

:Jd ar heat rays, that their visors are optically carrect and affard

ear, true visibility, and that they have been appraved by the matar
,hide bureaus af all states requiring appraval.
PAR. 5. The carporate respandent's variaus visars have been, and
, made of vinyl plastic af 20 gauge thickness ar less. Its "Safe-
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Zane " visors are precut to. fit the contour af the upper edge af the
windshields of many automobiles, but do. require some trimming amI
cutting for exact fittings. Anather type of visor which it has sold
and distributed cansists of straight plastic strips which must be cut
by the purchaser to. fit the cantaur af the windshield af the autamobile
and with this type visor the respandent furnishes a pattern and cutting
instructions. These visars are not tailar made ar precut to. fit any
autamabile windshield. This respandent's visors are nat aptically
carrect, but contain imperfections, and do. nat shield the eyes like
fine sunglasses. They do. permit true calor distinctian and have the
optical characteristics af low-grade sunglasses. They have been
appraved by the motar vehicle bureaus of the States af Pennsylvania
Washingtan, New Hampshire, Virginia and Minnesota, which are
the anly states, according to the recard, having statutary or other
requirements that inside plastic visors be appraved before being
affered for sale.

Filterzane" visars are made af 30-gauge, Bakelite vinyl plastic
which the respondents , Henry I. Sabel and Albert Rathgart, trading
as Filterzane Auto Vision Company, purchase in apaque calendar
sheets and thereafter pracess so that it becalles transparent and praper
for use as an inside windshield visar. This processed plastic material
is designated by said respondent as Plyotron, a name adapted by them
and registered with the 17nited States Patent Offce as applicable to
this specific product. The recard shows that 30-gauge Bakelite vinyl
plastic is nat said by the manufacturer to. any ather producer af
automabile sun visars and that the material designated Plyatron is

unique with said respandents.
Filterzane" visars are made in 11 different madels to. confarm to

the contours af the windshields of variaus madels of autamabiles

listed in a "Car Guide " printed an the back af the package in which
the visars are sold. Each package indicates by letter and number the
madel af the visor which it cantains and the purchaser by examining
the package prior to. purchase may select the visar madel particularly
desi TJed far his type automabile. These visors, when applied to
the designated autamobiles, do. nat require trimming, althaugh on
accasian there may be some aver lapping in the middle of the wind-
shield, in which event the custamer may find it aesthetically desirable
to trim at that paint.

Filterzane " visars have been appraved by the five states mentionecl
abave which require appraval. They do. nat have the characteristics

af fine sun glasses , are nat optically correct, but do permit true color
visibility. They filter out appraximately 75 percent and permit the
transmission af appraximately 25 percent af the infra red heat rays.



404 :FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION DECISIONS

Order 50 F. T. C.

Except as to the statement that its sun visars have been approeved
by motar vehicle bureaus af all states requiring appraval, the repre-
sentations made by the carp orate respande)lt, Visianade Visor Com-
pany, Inc. , are false, misleading and deceptive.

Except as to. the statements that their sun visars are made in
several custom madels to fit mast cars, are the anly sun visars made
af Plyatron , and are appraved by the matar vehicle bureaus af all
states requiring approval , the representations made by Henry I. Sabel
and Albert Rothgart, capartners trading as Filterzane Auto. Visian
Campany, are false , misleading and deceptive.

PAn. 6. The use by the respondents af the representations herein-

before faund to be false, misleading and deceptive has had, and naw
has, the capacity and tendency to mislead and deceive a substantial
portian of the purchasing public into. the eITaneaus and mistaken
belief that such representatians are true and to. induce a substantial
portian of the purchasing public because af such eIToneaus and mis-

taken belief to. purchase respondents ' visars in commerce.

CONCLUSION

The aforesaid acts and practices af the respondents as lJCrein found
to. be false, misleading and deceptive , are all to. the prejudice and injury
af the public and constitute unfair and deceptive acts and practices

in cammerce within the intent and meaning of the Federal Trade
Commission Act.

aRDER

It is ordered That the respondent Visianade Visar Company, Inc.
its affcers , agents , representatives and emplayees , directly ar thraugh
any corporate or ather device , in connection with the affering far sale
sale or distributian of its plastic au tam a bile visors or any other visars
made of materials having the same or similar praperties in cammerce
as "cammerce" is defined in the Federal Trade Commissian Act, do
farthwith cease and desist from representing, directly or by impli-
cation:

1. That its visors will fit more makes or rnadels af automobiles than
is the fact ar are tailor made to fit individual madel cars.

2. That its visars give the eyes the same prateetian as fine sun
glasses.

It is f1trther ordered That the respandents, Henry 1. Sobel and
Albert Rothgart, individually ar as copartners trading as Filterzone
Auto Vision Campany, or trading under any ather name, jaintly or
severally, their representatives, agents and employees , directly 
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thraugh any carporate ar ather device, in cannectian with the affering
for sale, sale ar distribution af the plastic automabile visars ar any
ather visars made af materials having the same ar similar praperties

in cammerce, as "commerce" is defined in the Federal Trade Com.-

missian Act , do. farthwith cease and desist fram representing, directly
or by implicatian:

1. That their visars are aptically correct and afford clear, true
visibility.

2. That their visars filter out all infra red rays or any gre(tter
propartian af infra red rays than is actually the fact.

ORDER TO FILE REPORT aF caJ\lPLIANCE

It is ordered That the respandents herein shall, within sixty (60)
days after service upon them af this arder , file with the Camm.issian a
repart in writing setting farth in detail the manner and form in which
they have camplied with the arder to. cease and desist (as required by
said declaratary decisians and arder af November 3 , 1953J.
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IN THE MATTER OF

NATIONAL ELECTRONIC DISTRIBUTORS ASSOCIATION
INC. ET AL.

caNSENT SETTLEMENT IN REGARD TO 'rIlE ALLEGED VIOLATIaN m' . THE
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION' ACT

Docket 6090. Complaint , Apr. 9.53-D.e ion , Nov. , 1953

Where some 350 'corporations, individuals, and partnerships, engaged in the
interstate sale and distribution at wlloiesale of electronic equipment and
supplies, purchased from the manufacturers, in competition with other

. electronic distributors similarly engaged except insofar as such competition
bad been lessened, restrained, and forestaUed by the acts and practices
below set forth; and members , subject to certain requirements as to minimum
investment and gross annual doUar volume of business, of an association
organized for the stated P11rpose , among others, of promoting cooperation
among members and acquiring and disseminating amollg them information
regarding conditions in the field of manufacture and wholesale distribution
of such equipment and supplies; acting through and by means of their
association, and its offcers and directors, and in some instances between

and among themselves-
(a) Conspired and combined together and with others , and pursued a common

and concerted planned course of action to adopt, carry out , and maintain
certain policies and trade practices , executed and carried out as heiow set
forth , which tended to and did restrict membership in said association to
such distributors as said members were wi1ing to compete with, and to

prevent the acquisition of membership by other wholesalers , and
'Vhere said association , offcers, directors , and members , pursuant to said policies

and practices-

(b) Caused manufacturers of such equipment and supplies to seU the same only
through said members or through established legitimate wholesale distribu-
tors recognized by said respondents;

(c) Urged upon such manufacturers the policy and practice of protecting dis-
tributors against a price decline on unsold inventory of such merchandise
purchased within 60 days prior thereto; and

(d) Urged upon such manufacturers the adoption and granting to wholesale
distributors of uniform cash discount terms of 2% 10th prox. ; and the
fixing and maintaining of suggested resale prices for such merchandise
reflecting a uniform markup from distributors ' costs; and

'Vlere said association members , and, as the case might be, said association

its offcers and directors , pursuant to and in furtherance of, and with result
of effectuating the aforesaid objectives, policies, and trade practices , and
pursuant to the aforesaid combinations , etc. ; aeling through and by means
of said association-

(e) Agreed and to a substantial extent did , formulate, adopt , foUow, carry out
and make effective the poJicies and practices above set out; and agreed to
and did, hold meetings at which aforesaid policies and practices were
adopted and agreed to; and


