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DECISION OF THE COMi\IISSION AND ORDER TO FILE REPORT OF

COJ\IPLIAN CE

Pursuant to Section 3.21 of the Commission s Rules of Practice

published Iday 6 , 1955 , as amended , the initial decision of the hearing
examiner shall , on the 20th day of September 19H1 , become the deci-
sion of the Commission; and , nccorclingly:

It is orde1' That the respondents herein shall within sixty (60)
days after service upon them of this order, file with the Commission
n, report in writing setting forth in detail the manner and form in
which they haTe complied with the order to cease and desist.

I~ THE j\Lo\ TTER 

HOFF~L\NN THUSS COHPORA TION ET AL.

CONSENT ORDER, ETC. , IN REGARD TO TI-IE ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THE
FEDERAL TRADE CO~DIISSION ACT

Docket 8:1(15. Complaint , A. pr. 17, 19GI-Deci.sio'll , ScPt. 20, 1961

Consent order requiring ::\1inneapolis distributors of their "Hoffmann Shield"
trusses to cease making a variety of misrepresentations in advertising their
said devices, flS in the order below set forth.

CO::\H'LAINT

Pursuant to the. provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act
and by virtue of the authority vested in it by said Act, the Federal
Trade Commission , having reason to believe that I-IofImann Truss
Corporation , a corporation , and 1-1. L. Hoffmann and Lola J-ToiTmann
indivic1ual1y and as office.rs of said corporation , trading under the name
of Hoflmann Surgical Appliance Company, hereinafter referred to
as respondents , have vioJnte.d the, provisions of said Act, and it appear-
ing to the Commission that a proceeding by it in respect thereof would
be in the public interest, hereby issues its complaint, stating its charges
in that respect as follows:

PARAGRAPH 1. Respondent IIoil'mann Truss Corporation is a corpo-
ration organized , existing and doing business under nnd by virtue of
the Jaws of the. State of :Minnesota. Respondents II. L. J-Ioflmann
and Lola I-Iofi'mnnn are individuals and officers of said corporate re-
spondent , and ns snell officers dominate , control and direct the policies
acts nnd pr:lc.tiCf'S of saiel corporation , including the n.cts and practices
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hereinafter set forth. All of said respondents do business and trade
under the name of Hoffmann Surgical Appliance Compnny. The
address of all respondents is 953 Plymouth Building~ )Iinneapolis
:M inn eso ta.

PAR. 2. Respondents are now , and for some years last past have been
engaged in the business of selling and distributing devices~ as "device
is defined in the Federal Trade Commission Act.. Sa id devices are
designated as "I-Ioffmnnn Shield"
PAR. 3. Respondents have caused, and now cause, said devices

when sold , to be transported from their place of business in the State
of ~linnesota to purchasers thereof loc.n ted in various other States of
the United States, and at all times mentioned herein maintain , and
have maintained, a course. of trade in said devices in commerce, as

commerce" is defined in the Federnl Trade Commission Act. The
volume of business in snell commerce is and hns been substantial.
PAR. 4. In the course and conduct of their aforesaid business, re-

spondents disseminated , and caused the dissemination of, certain ad-
vertisements concerning said devices by the United States l11nils Rnd
by various means in commerce, as "commerce" is defined in the Federal
Trade Commission Act, including, but. not limited to , advertisements
inserted in yarions newspapers, and brochures, circulars and other
advertiBing media, for the purpose of inducing and which were likely
to induce, directly or indirectly, the purchase of said devices; and
said respondents have disseminated , and caused the dissel11inRtion of
adverti~,ements concerning said devices, including, but not limited to
the advertisements referred to above, for the purpose of inducing,
and which were likely to induce, directly or indirectly, the purchase
of said devices in commerce , as "commerce" is defined in the Federal
Trade Commission Act.

PAR. .5. Among and typical of the statements and representations
co~ltained in said advertisements and other material disseminated , and
caused to be disseminated , by respondents , as hereinabove set forth
but not all inclusive., are the following:

RUPTURED?
A Free Demonstration will be given by the Well-Known Expert H. L, Hoff-

mann in 

-.- --- ----- - -- - - - - ----- - -- - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - -- --- - -- - - - - -- - 

If you cannot have or do not want surgery you may get immediate and perma-
nent relief wearing a Hoffmann Shield. .\. n(,T\-Iy de,eloped ,acuum pad holds
nppliance firmly in position. Over 30 years of experience with tens of thousands
of customers to prove it , Hoffmann can help you too, "\York in comfort and
safety. Please come early.
Caution: If neglected , rupture may cause weakness, backache. nerl"ousness,

stomach and gas pains, Tbose ba,ing large ruptures which have returned after
operation or injection are especially invited,
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Hoffmann s Surgical Appliance Co.

f)53 Plymouth Building :?IIinnearJolis 3 , Minnesota

RUPTURE
Vital FAC'l'

Concerning
Its Cause and Correction

RUPTURE CORRECTION

As Fea tured by

THE HOFFl\lAKN SURGICAL APPLIANCE CO.

,,~

. ",Y. Brown , ?ll.D.
Advisor

H. L. Hoffmann

Technician

Of necessit~. operations must leave scars. Scar tissue, as before stated, all
too frequently gives away. Incisional hernia develops. In consequence, the
last condition is worse than the first. On the other hand , however, the frantic
sufferer, in his efforts to a'\oid the knife, too often tries other ineffectual treat-
ments OJ' deviC'ps, ~-\n already acute situntion Quic-kens 

,~ " 

" innlriably l)e-

comes alarming. Money is spent; uselessly many times. There are DO lasting,
beneficial results.

THESE FIKDINGS ARE NOT THEORETICAL: They are not e'\en remote,
random or occasional happenstances. 'l'hey are the definitely PROVEN out-
come of myriads of cases over many years of wide experience in the light of
repeated opportunities for first hand information.

Rupture correction is a vitally important procedure,
Our shield is superior in design and construction. 

'" * 

,~ obvious support
EXACTLY where support is needed.

It is designed to produce a highly beneficial infiltration of lymphatic-plastic
tissue ,~ * * frequently restoring the Hernial Ring to its normal status.

REMEMBER!
UNDER NO CIRCUl\lSTAXCES must the HOFFMANN shield be confused

with another device even remotel~- similar in any particular. It is above and
t'eyond the ordinary truss pads so indiscriminately offered. 

. . 

and often ap-

pallingly injurious.
BY THE HOFFMANN l\IETHOD of correction there will be no discomforting

heat pressure, no further weakening of tissues or of thinning belly walls. In-
stead there will be STRE:\'GTH and STDl1JLATION 

A newly developed vncuum pad-pH tented 3!1(1 registered-holds hernia firmly
in plaee, It's almost magic. ~o surgery. Ko injection. ~o 108s of time.

PAn. G. Through the use of the stntements and representations con-
tained in the a(1yerhsements set out jn Paragraph Fjve hereof, and
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others similar thereto but not specifically set out herein , respondents
l'rpresented , directly or by implication , that:

(a) Thei l' saiel devices will retain or hold all ruptures or hernias.
(0) The use of their said devices will correct hernial defect or cure

rnphlres or hernias.
(c) Theil' said devices "\villretain or hold ruptures or hernias under

nIl COlHlitions,
(cl) Theil' deyices ,vill cause a forming of tissue at the rupture or

hernia that restores the hernial ring to its normal status.
(e) Theil' device is not. a truss.

(f) Theil' devices ,,-ill effect results not. obtainable from other
t l'n~8e~;.

(g) 

Theil' de,- j('es are a 11\01'1' eH'N. tinJ 1Teatmel1tin the relief , COITec-

hon amI curing of hernia than surgery.
(It) ~llrg'elT is not e1i'e('1iye in the col"l. ection and curing' of n hernih.
PAH. I. The nfol'psaid statements "-ere and fire misleading in ma-

teria 1 respects a 11c1 constituted , and no-w constitute

, "

false advertise-

nH'Jlts ~ as that term is defined in the Federal Tr~Hle Commission Act.
In t rnt.h and in fact :

(a) Sai(l deyices will not- retain or hold ruptures or hernia~ , except
those that are reducible.

(h) The use of said devices \Vi11 not correct a hernial defect or cure

ruptures or hernias.

( c) Respondents ' devices "\yillnot l'ehlin ruptures or hernias under
many conditions of activity and strains.

( d) Hespondents ' devices will not cause a forming of tissue at the
rupture or hernia , thereby restoring the hernia ring to its normal
status.

(e) Respondents ' devices are. trusses,
(f) Respondents ' deyices do not difi'e-r in prine-iple from other

trusses and will not give results unobtainable from other trusses.
(g) Respondents ' devices are not a more e-fl'ective treatment. in the

correction and curing of hernia than surgery.
(h) Surgery, properly done, prm- jcles the only known means of

correcting, obtaining permanent relief, or cure for hernia , and it 
usual1y successful.

\H. S. The disseminntion by respondents of the false advertise-
ments, as nforesaid , c.onstituted , and now constitutes, unfair and de-

ceptive. acts and practices , in commerce , within the intent andll1eaning
of the Fec1e,ral Trade Commission Act.

.liT. 1V ill-iam A. S O'7ne1' for the Commission;

.1i/', ,Stanley F. ShanedlinrJ, ~1illllenpo)js , ~linn. , for respondents.
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INITIAL DECISION BY ABNER E. LIP8CO:\fB, I-IEARING EXAMINER

The complaint herein was issued on April 17 , 1961 , charging Re-
spondents with violation of the Federal Trade Commission Act by the
dissemination of false adyertisements with respect to their devices
designated as "IIoffmann Shield"

Thereafter, on .J HIy 17 , 1961 , Respondents , their counsel , and coun-
sel supporting the. complaint herein e.ntered into an Agreement Con-
taining Consent Order To Cease And Desist , which "as approved 
the Commission s Acting Chief, Division of General Advertising, and
Director, Bureau of Deceptive Practices, and thereafter, on August 2
1961 , submitted to the Hearing Examiner for consideration.

The agreement identifies Respondent Hoffmann Truss Corporation
as a :Minnesotn. corporation , find Respondents H. L. I-Ioffmann and
Lola I-Ioffmann as individnals and officers of said corporate Respond-
ent who direct and control the policies, acts and practices of the
corporate Respondent. The agreement states that. a11 of the said
Respondents do business and trade under the name of Hoffmann Sur-
gical Appliance Company, and have their office and principal place of
business located at 053 Plymouth Building, :Minneapolis , :Minnesota.

Respondents admit all the jurisdictional facts alleged in the com-
plaint, and agree that the record may be taken ns if findings of juris-
dictional facts had been duly made in nccordance ,yith such allega-
tions.

Respondents waive any further procedure before the Hearing Ex-
aminer and the Commission; the Inaking of findings of fact and

conclusions of law; and an of the rights they may have to chal-
lenge or contest the validity of the order to cease and desist entered in
ac.cordanc.e with the agreement. A11 parties agree that the record
on which the initial decision find the decision of the Commission shall
be based shan eonsist solely of the complaint and the agreement; that
the order to c.ense n.nd desist., as contained in the agreement, when it
shall have become a part of the. clec.ision of the Commission , shall have
the same force and effect as if entered after a fun hearing, and may
be altered , modified or set aside in the manner provided for other
orders; that the compJnint herein may be used in construing the terms
of said order; and that the ngreement is for sett1ement purposes only
nnd does not constitute an admission by Respondents that they have
violated the law as aneged :in the complaint.

After consideration of the aJlegntions of the .complaint, nnd the
provisions of the ngreement. nnd the. proposed order the I-Iearing Ex-

aminer is of the opinion that such order constitutes a satisfactory
disposition of this proceeding. Accordingly, in consonance with the
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terms of the aforesaid agreement ~ the. l-Iearing Examiner accepts the
Agreement Containing Consent. Order To Cease And Desist; finds
that the Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondents and over
their acts and practices as alleged in the complnint; and finds that
this proceeding is in the publlc interest. Therefore

1 t is ordered That Respondents Hofhnann Truss Corporation , a cor-
poration, and its oflic.ers , and 11. L. IIofhnann and Lola I-loHmann
individually and ns officers of said corporation , doing business as I-Iofi'-
mann Surgical Appliance Company, or under any other name or
names, and respondents ' representntives , agents and employees, di-

rectly or through any corporate or other device, in connection with
the offering for sale, sale or distribution of devices known as I-Ioffmann
Shield , 01' any device of substantiaJ1y similar construction or design
whether sold llnder said name , or any other name, do forthwith cease
and desist, directly or indirectly, from:

1. DisseminatinQ' or cnusinQ' to be clisseminnted any advertisement

'--' ~. 

uy means of lTnited Stntf's mnils or by nn~' means in commerce , rI'-I

commerce" is c1e6ned in the Federal Trade Commission A. , which
represents, directly or by implication , that:

(a) 8n id c1e.vi('f'.~ "ill retain or hold ruptures or hernins, un l('~s

limited to reducible ruptures or hernias.
(b) Said devices "ill correct a herninl defect or cure ruptures 01"

hernins;
( c) Said devices will retain or hold ruptures under all conditions of

activity or strnin 

(d) Said devices cause a forming of tissue or restore the hernial
ring to its normal status;

( e) Said devices are not trusses;
(f) Respondents ' devices will afford results that are different from

those afforded bv all other trusses:
(g) Said clevic.es are a more effective treatment in the relief , cor-

rection or curing of hernia than snrgery;
(h) Surgery is not effective in the correetion or curing of hernia;
2. Disseminnting or cnusing to be disseminated any advertisement

by nny means for the purpose of induc.ing or which is likely to induce
directly or indirectly, the purchase in commerce , as "commerce" is de-
fined in the Federal Trade Commission ~\ct, of snid devices, which
advertisement contf1ins nny of the representations prohibiteel in Parn-
graph 1 hereof.

DECISION OF THE CO)DIISSJOX -\XO ORDER TO FILE ImpORT OF C03IPLL-\XCE

Pursuant to Section 3,21 of the Commission s Rules of Pr;~c.ti('e
published ~Iay 6 , 1955 , as amended , the initial decision of the henr-
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ing exmniner shall , on the, 20th dny of September 1961 , become the
decision of the Commission; and , accordingly:

It -is onle'i' That the respondents herein shall ,yithin sixty (60)
days after service upon them of this order, file with the Commission
a report in writing setting forth in detail the manner and form in
whic.h they have complied with the order to cease and desist.

IN THE J\1ATI'ER OF

BILL JORDAN TRADING AS :MODERN STUDIOS

CONSENT ORDER, ETC. , IN REGARD TO THE ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THE
FEDERAL TRADE COl\fl\:lISSION ACT

Docket 8383. ColllJ)la'int , May 4, 1961-Decision, Sept. , 1961

Gonsentorder r('quiring an individual in Dallas, Tex. , engaged in the sale of
photographs, particul'arly to mothers of new babies, to cease failing to honor
his so-called "free portrait gift" offer; delivering finished pictures which
were inferior to samples displayed; failing to deliver additional pictures or
making only partial delivery of orders paid for, and delaying deliveries un-
duly; and failing to re-photograph children whose parents were dissatis-
fied , or to refund money paid in advance, in accordance with offer.

COMPLAINT

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act
and by virtue of the authority vested in it by said Act, the Federal
Trade Commission , having reason to believe that Bill Jordan , an in-
dividual trading as l\10dern Studios, hereinafter referred to as re-
spondent, has violated the provisions of snic1 Act, and it Rppearing to
the Commission that a proceeding by it in respect thereof would be
in the public interest, hereby issues its complaint, stating its charges
in that respect as follows:
PARAGRAPH 1. Respondent Bill Jordan is an individual trading as

J\10dern Studios, with his principal office and plRce of business lo-
cated at 2209 Cedar Springs Road in the City of Dallas, State of
Texas.

PAR. 2. Respondent is now, and for some time last past has been
engage,d in the advertising, offering for sale, sale and distribution of
photographs to the public. In the course Rnd conduct. of his business
as aforesaid , respondent now causes, and for some time last pnst has
caused , his said photographs, "hen sold , to be shipped from his place
of business in the State of Texns to purchnsers thereof located in vari-
ous other states of the United States, and maintains, and at all times


