Ix THE MATTER OF
CROWN PUBLISHERS, INC.,, ET AL.

ORDER, OPINION, ETC., IN REGARD TO THE ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THE
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION ACT

Doclket 8598. Complaint, Sept. 5, 1963—Decision, Dec. 28, 1964

Order requiring a New York City corporation, engaged in publishing, selling,
and distributing books and other publications to retailers for resale to the
public, to cease preticketing deceptively high prices on their reprinted books,
including the reprint edition of “High Iron,” by such practices as placing
on the jacket thereof a price higher than the prevailing retail price with a
printed wavy line through it suggesting a hand drawn ink line, thereby con-
veying the impression that said books were reduced by retailer.

COMPLAINT

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act,
and by virtue of the authority vested in it by said Act, the Federal
Trade Commission, having reason to believe that Crown Publishers,
Inc., a corporation, also doing business as Bonanza Rooks, and Nathan
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(1) In three of these cases, there is no quorum of the Commission
at the present time for rendering adjudicative decisions on the merits
and issuing any orders to cease and desist based upon findings of
violation of Taw. Adjudication of these cases would require reargument
of the appeals. The specitic practices challenged in these cases occurred
almost a decade ago, in the mid-1950’s, and competitive conditions in
this dynamic and rapidly changing industry appear to have altered
significantly since then. ‘

(2) The Commission has this date announced the initiation of a
broad inquiry into the problems of competition in the marketing of
gasoline. Orders to cease and desist entered against a few oil com-
panies—orders which would probably not become final, if at all, until
completion of lengthy review proceedings in the Federal Courts of
Appeals and the Supreme Court—could not provide complete or ef-
fective solution to the competitive problems of the gasoline industry.
It would appear to be more desirable, from the standpoint of effec-
tive administration of the law, that the Commission concentrate its
necessarily limited resources on a comprehensive industry-wide ap-
proach to the problems of competition in the marketing of gasoline.

Commissioner Dixon not participating and with Commissioner Mac-
Intyre dissenting for the reasons stated by him in the accompanying
dissenting opinion.
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