








THE J. B. WILLIAMS CO. , INC. , ET AL. 481

Complaint

IN THE MATTER OF

THE J. B. WILLIAMS COMPANY , INC. , ET AL.

ORDER , OPINION , ETC. , IN REGARD TO THE ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THE

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION ACT

Docket 8547. Complaint , Dec. 1962-Decision . Sept. , 1965

Order requiring a New York City manufacturer of drug preparations and its
advertising agency. to cease misrepresenting the effectiveness of its
Geritol" liquid and tablets by falsely representing in television com-

mercials and newspaper advertising that all cases of tiredness , loss of

strength, run-down feeling, nervousness and irritability indicate a de-
ficiency of iron and that the common effective remedy for these symptoms
is " Geritol" ; and also to affirmatively state that in the great majority of
cases of tiredness the symptoms are not caused by such iron or vitamin
deficiency.

COMPLAINT

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act,
and by virtue of the authority vested in it by said Act , the FederaJ
Trade Commission , having reason to believe that The J. B. Wil1iams
Company, Inc., a corporation, and Parkson Advertising Agency,
Inc. , a corporation, hereinafter referred to as respondents , have
violated the provisions of said Act, and it appearing to the Com-
mission that a proceeding by it in respect thereof would be in the
pubJic interest, hereby issues its complaint stating its charges in
tha t respect as fol1ows:

PARAGRAPH 1. Respondent The J. B. Wil1iams Company, Inc.

is a corporation , organized and existing under the Jaws of the State
of New York , with its office and principaJ place of business Jocated
at 400 Park Avenue , in the city of New York , State of New York.

Respondent Parkson Advertising Agency, Inc. , is a corporation
organized and existing under the laws of the State of New York
with its office and principal place of business Jocated at 400 Park
Avenue , in the city of New York , State of New York.

PAR. 2. Respondent The J. B. Wil1iams Company, Inc. , is now
and has been for some time last past, engaged in the saJe and dis-
tribution of preparations containing ingredients which come within
the classification of drugs as the term "drug" is defined in the
Federal Trade Commission Act.

The designations used by respondent The J. B. Wiliams Com-
pany, Inc., for the said preparations, the formulae thereof and
directions for use are as follows:


