
'-'-n 

Complaint

IN 'l'UE :MATTER OF

VOEDISCII BROTHERS INC. RADING AS

FOlJR SEASONS SPORTING GOODS , ET AL.

CONSEN' !' ORDER , :ETC. , IN REGARD TO THE ALLr GED VIOLATlO

TI-IE FImERAL TRADB CO::1MISSION ACT

Docket G -1'S1. Complaint , ApT. 20 , 1!"IO-Decision, Apr. 20 , 19"0

Consent order requiring a Chieago, Il1., disteibutor of fisbing tackle and aeres-
Sl'rics to Cf'ftse misrepresenLing the country of origin of any product and
the stre!1 tll of its fishing lines, In'ctickcting iLs merchandise at J1 cleeep-
tivP1y higi1Cl' price thnn prevalent in fWY trade area , mal,:ng false savings
claims, :lnu furnishing others 11('(1118 t.o d( ('eive purcbasers.

COJ.\n'LAIKT

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Aet
find by virtue of the authority Y( sted in it by saia Act , the Federal
Trade Commission , having reason to believe that Vo( disch Brothers
Inc. , a corporation, trading as Four Season:: Sporting Goods, and
Phillip Teitelbaum , individual1y and as an ofFicer of said corpora-
tion, hcrc-imdtcr referred to a:: respondents, have violated the pro-
visions of said Act , and it, appearing to the Commission that a
procccdulg by it in respect thereof , would be in the puhlic interest
hereby issues its complaint, stating its charges in that respect as
Iol1ows:

P AHAGHAPI- 1. Respondent, V oedisch Brothers , Inc. , is a corpora-
tion organized , existing and doing business under and by virtue of
the laws of the State of Illinois , with its oIJce and principal place
of business located at 1823 :Mil waukee A venue, Chicago, Ininois.
Corporate respondent aho trades as Four Scasons Sporting Goods.

Hespondcmt, Phil1ip rreitelb:unn, is an oHiccr of the corporate
respondent. lIe formulates , djn cts and controls the ads and practices
of the corporate respondent, including the acts and practices here-

inn iter set forth. Ills address is the same a:: that of the corporate
respondent.

:PAR. 2. Responde.nts are now and for some time last past, ha ve
been engu,ged in the advertising, offering for sale , saJe and distribu-
tion of rods, reels , hooks, lines , sinkers, and various other items of
fishing tackle and accessories to retailers for resale to the purchas-

ing public.
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PAR. 3. In the course and conduct of their business , as aforesaid
respondents now canse, a.nd for some time last past have eaused

their said products, \vhen sold to be shipped from their place of
busim ss in the State of lllinois, to purcha.s( rs thereof Ioeated in

various other States of t.he United Stat.es , and Inaintain, and at aTl

tirncs Inentioncd herein have nwintaincd a substantial course of trade
in said products in commerce as "commeree" is defined in the Fed-
end Trade Commission Act.

PAR. 1. In the conrse and conduct of th( ir business , and at nJl times
mentioned horoin , respondents have been and now arc in substantial
competition ill comrneI'ec with eorporations , firms and individmds
engaged in the salc of fishing taekJc and fishing accessories of the
saIne general kind and natnn as that sold by respondents.

PAR. 5. In the course and conduct of their business respondents

have disseminated , and can sed the dissemination of cert.ain advcrt-is-
mcnts concerning said fishing tackle and fishing accessories by var-
iOlls TI1CallS in con1merec as "commerce" is drd1Jlcd in the Federal
Trade Commission Act, including but not limited to advertisements

by means of bubble packtlg(~d dispJay cards which display the flltic.es
of Inerchandise for the pnrpose of induelng, and ,,,11i('11 were likely
to induce directly or indirectly the pnreh tsc of said articles of UlCl'-

challcEse; and have disseminated and ca,nsed the disseHlination of
advertisements by various means including those aforesaid , for the

purpose of inc1ueing and whi( h were Ekcly to inc1nce directly or

indireetlYj the purehase of fishing tac.kle, in eommerec as "coiluwrcc
is dr fined by the Federal Trade ConmtiSSlOTl Ad.

PAn. G. By means of advertisements disseminated as aforesaid
respondents have represented directly or by implication:

1. That certain produds inelucling spools of- mOll on lament spin-
ning line otrerecl fo::' sale are "

. . . 

American made. . ." or arc
manllfaetur( d in the united States.

2. That certain spools of monofiament spinning line he,1ling a
OTJR SEASO S label are of a qurt1ity and standard of strength de-

scribed as "8 lb. test" ; and
3. That preticketed prices appearing on the 1:be1 of certain spools

of fishing line bearing the FOITR SEASONS label which arc visible to
tho consumer through the bubble package constitu6ng a part of the
display package is the regular or customary price at which the

article of merchandise sens and that another price printed on the
display card , which is substantially less than the former price, is

a reduced or discount price representing a substantial savings to
the consumer.
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TypicnJ and illustrative of said sbltcments and
hut not alJ inclusive thereof, are the foJJowing:

representations

--- --_._- 

Description (by stock No.
SpooJ price

(price appearing
on spool labd)

Card pricc
(price lppl)arjng
in uDJmr right-
tmlld(:OlTcrof
display card)

---- --

F H(L..
F 350_

-_.

u--
:0g

51)

--- - . - - ---

PAlL 7. In truth and in faet:

1. Not nJl the products represented as being " . . . American made

. . .

" ,vere m mILf;;,ctured in the United States. Specifically certahl
prodncts including certain spools of monofila.ment spinning line wero

manufactured in Japan.
. ;f ot aU S1)0018 of rnonofiLlment spinning line nH et the standard

of strength as represented.

Specificany, cerLa-in spools of said spinning line arc of a lesser
st:l,udanl of st.rength , to wit, certaill spools of spinning line of a
standard of st.rcngth described as "G lb. test" are represented to be
of a standn,rcl of strpngt.h described as "8 lb test."

i3. The pret.icketed price appearing on the Fom SEASONS label is not
respondents' good faith cst,1mate of the actual retail selling price of
said products.

Inst"," the usual and regl1br price at ,vhich the articles of mcl'-
chn_ndise a.rc sold is the purported " reduced" or "discount" price
whidl is sHDsta.ntialIy les8 than the prctickctcd pric( appearing on
the 1 bcl.

Therefore, the shltemellts
Paragraph Sjx hercoJ ,yore
tin

P..i.R. 8. By the use of the afol''osaid stfltements , representations

and practices, respol1cLEmt.s pJacc in the hands of ret.ailers ttnd others
tbe means and instrumentalities by and through which they IYlay
deceive and mish nd the purchasing public a.s to the country or
origin of respondents ' products , the qualit.y and characteristics of
such products and the uSlln.1 and regular prices at which such
p1' odllctS are sold.

P-,\R. D. The use by respondents of the aforcsaid fttlsc, misleading
and decrpti Vi? st.n.teEl(:llts : l'('present: tions amI practices has had , and
now h , the capacity and tendency to miskad l1embprs of the pur-
chasing public into the Cl'l'oneom; and mistaken belief that sflid statc-

and rcprcsentations as set forth 

and a_t'e , fals(~, Inisl(~ading and dccep-
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ments and representations were, and are , true and into the purchase
of substantial quantities of respondents ' merchandise by reason of
said erroneous and 111istaken belief.

'R. 10. The aforesaid acts and practiccs of the respondents, as

heroin alleged , were and are all to the prejudice and injury of the
public and of respondents ' competitors and constituted , and now
constitute, unfaif methods of competition in commerce and unfair
and deceptive acts and practices in commerce , in violation of Section
5 of the Federal Tradc Commission Act.

DECISION A D OnDER

The J1 ederal Trade Commission having initiated an investigation
of certai.n acts ftnd practices of the respondents named in the above
caption hereof, and the rcspondents having been furnished there-
after with a copy of a draft of complaint which the Burean of De-

ceptive Practices proposed to prcsent to the Commission for its con-
sideration and which , if issued by the Commission would charge
respondents with violation of the Federal Trade Commission Act;
and

The respondents and eounscl for the Commission having- there-
after exccuted an agrcement containing a consent order, an admission
by respondents of 0.11 jllrisdietiono.l facts set forth in the o.foreso.id
draft of eomplaint , a st tenlent thflt the signing of said agreement
is for settlement purposes on1y and does not constitute an admission
by respondents that the law has been violat.ed as alleged in such
complaint" and waivcrs and other provisions as required by the
Commission s Eules; and

The Commission havjng thcreafter considered the matter and hav-
ing determined that it had reason to beJ18ve tlw,t the rcspondents
have violated the said Act, and that cum plaint should lssue stating
its charges in that respect alld having thereupon accE',pted the exe-
cuted consent agreement and placed suc h r.grcement on the public
record for a period of thirty (30) days , now in further conformity
with the proc8cll1e PTl'8cribcd in (\ IUH(b) of its Rules , the Commis-
sion hereby issues its complaint, makes tht following jurisdictional
!-IE!ing' nd Pllte:'s its oreier:

1. Respondent Voediseh Brothers , Inc. , is a corporation , organized
existing and doing business undt r and by virtue of the laws of the
State of Illinois , with its offec fLud pbce of business Ioeated at 1823
j\Iilwaukec Avenue, Chieago, Illinois. Corporate respondent also
trades as Four Seasons Sporting Goods.
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Respontlent Phillip TeitrJbaum is t.he ,president of said eorporation
and his principal offce and place of business is located at the above

stated address.

2. The Federal Trade Commission has jurisdiction of the subject
matter of this proceeding and of the respondents, and the proceed-
ing is in the public interest.

OPJmH

It is or-dered That respondent.s , Voedisch Brothers , Inc., a cor'po-
ration and its ofIcers , trading as Four Seasons Sporting Goods or
under any other trade name or names , and PhilJip Teitelbaum, indi-
viduany and as an offcer of said corporation, and respondents
agents, representatives and employees , directly or through any cor-
porate or other device in connection with the advertising, offering for

sale, sale or distribution of fishing tackle, fishing accessories or any
other product in commerce ns "commerce" is defined in the Federal
Trade Commission Ad , do forthwith cease and desist from:

1. .Using the term "American made" or any other words , terms
or phrases of similar import or meaning to describe or refer tn
any produet not v,'holly lTanufactured in the United States; or
misrepresenting, in any manner, the country of origin of a
product.

2. Representing, directly or by implic Ltion , that fishing lines
arc of a specified streIlsrth unless such lines are of the represented
strength; 01' misrepresenting, in any manncr, the performance
characteristics of any product.

3. PretickeLing merchandise with any stated price amount un-
less (a) it is respondents' bOlUL fide estimatc of the actual retail
price of the product in the area where respondents do business;
(b) it does not appreciably exceed the highest price at which

substantial sales of said pl'OChlct are made in said trade area;
and (c) unless respondents have conducted a market survey
which establishes the validity of said pretickctcd price and main-
tain rccords of such survey for a period of three (3) years.

. 1lisrepresenting, in any manner, the prices at whjch re-
spondents ' merchandise are sold at retail , or the savings avail-
able to purchasers thereof.

5. 11 urnishing to othcrs the means and instrumentalities
whereby the purchasing pub1-c may be misled or deceived as to
the matters and things herein prohibited.
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It 1:8 fu/rthe7" oTdered That respondents notify the Commission at
least 30 days prior to any proposed change in the corporate respond-
ent such as dissolution , assignment of sale resulting iIl the elnergence
of a SUCC( Ssor corpora.tion , the creation or dissolution of ubsicliaTies
or any other chang-e in the corporation which rnay affect compliance
obligations arising out of the order.

It is /"",,the1. ordered That respondent corporation shall forthwith
distribute a copy of this order to each of its operating divisions.

It is further ordered That the respondents herein shall , within
sixty (60) days after service upon them of this order , Ii1e with the
Comn1ission a report, in writing, setting forth in detail the malllH

and form in which they have complied with the order.

IN THB J\IATTER OF

ALLmD CIm rrC" L COm'OR_\TIOX, ET AL.

ORDER , ETC. , IX REGARD TO THE ALLEGED VIOLATION OF

THE l"EDERAL TRADE CUl\DllSSiQN i\ND Sl!O. 7 OF 'l'

CLl\ YTOX ACT

Docket SIGi. Oomplaint, Aug, ;2G , InGS- DcGisl:on , A- ln". 1970

01'lPr rpqnil"ing a mD. iot" Inannfadnl'cr and di.'-d:rihuLor (Allied) of chemical
products , incl1Hl1Ilg- ."1ynLJJctic 1JJer" , awl a l\I0l111t CkH\('l1s , l\Iic1J, Jl:\llufilC-
tnl'cr (Robbins) of automotive safdy seat 1ICHs, to ilivest UH JJselvcs of all
their assets used ill thc ll:lnllfadure of seat belt webbing, and that for a
period of 10 ycars they l)\rc11;),,,(' SO rOn' i'Hl: of i!lPir Luilpd Stat sl 1'l'(Iuire-
ments of welJIJlng from suppliers other tll1n Allied.

CO::M:rLA1

The Fcden11 Trade Commission, having reason to belic\Ce that the
above-named respondents have violated the provisions of Section 7
of the Clayton Ad (15 D. C. Sec. 18) and Section 5 of the Federal
Trade Commission Act (15 D. C. Sec. 45), issnes this eomp1aint

stating its charges as follows:

1. Definitions

1. For purposes of this complaint, the following ddinitions are

applicab1e:
(a) Fiber-any tough suhstance composed of thrcad-like material

whether of animal, yegetable , mineral , or man-made origin, espe-

cially substances capable of being ::pun or woven;


