
T. BUFF SALES, ETC.

Complaint

graphs 1-- of this order, and '(b) . 1.:,,1. .. 1-- n l:+

any and all snch s:lvings claims an
termined.

6. Representing in advertising th
stated offering price when such art
ously and readily available for rctail pUl'ehase at such
respondents ' advertised - premises.

It i8 further ordered That the respondent corporation shaJJ forth-
)py of this order to ench of its operating divi-

de-

t a

eu-
price at

red That respondents Tloti:fy the Commission at
FS prior to all Y propos(:d change in the corporate
dissolution , assignment or sale resulting in the
eS501' eOl'poratlon , the creation or dissolution of
)ther change in the corporation ,,,hich may affect
ns arising out of t.he order.
red That the respondents herein shall , within
.1 service npon them of this orncl' , fie with the
t ill W'. setting :forth jn ddail the manner
1CY ha, 1plicd \'iith this onll:1'.

IN TUJ-j l\L-\' l'EIt OF

FFTKn' T01\ DOI-:f: miSIXESS

SALES , ETC.
\R T. BUFF

EC'1. , 11' REGARD TO THE ALLEGED VlOLATlOi\ OF

(': FEDERAL TRADE C01\G'nSSIO M:T

Complaint , July 1U71- Dccigiui1

, .

July , 19"/1

s; a Litt.etol1 . Colo.. illlividll;\1 t'Jlg:1gp(1 in the JlllSilH.':':f

and IJl'nmotionaJ C011mltnnt: 1'01' OjJt"l'utors of fnrnitnre
)1"(':: to ('ease mi:'l'epresf'ntinrr tllp (:11s10ll;lry ret:liJ price
rnel'C'hamJi::(' , deccptiyely 11sinp; 1:w words "haJf pricc
Jf pdee,"' nsing SUdl ,yon1s :IS "nnp1''('(' (knled public

;xp)"f',,;. ;iolls to illporL distH'sR selling. arJl1 miRn' I)l' PSf'nt-
Ii to 1111J''hnSf'l'R,

CO:JfPLA1XT

Plil'SlInnt to the pT'oyisions of the Federal Trade
and by ,'il'tlJe of the, allthol'it. y ycstNl init by said

Commission Act

\('t , the F('(leral
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Trade Commj sioJl, having reason to b( lie
fingt.on , an individual doing business as T.
& Associates , hcreina ftCI' refcl'red to as res
provisiolls of said Act, and it appearing t
procp,edillg hy it in respect thcreof ,vould
hereby issues its cmnplaint stating its chart.-
Jaws:

l-: \HAGK\l'H 1. Hcspondcnt Tommy L Buffngton is an individual
sidilHr ann rlOilH:r hnslnps;..; at HEWl South Prince Circle, Littleton

of T. Buff Salcs and T. Buff & Asso-

I'llativc lmslJless addrcss at 2318 :Moscr

..1. ' 'I' nmy 1\1. Buf-
nd as T. But!'
s violated the

1is8io11 that a

II blie interest
aspect as fol-

, and for some time last past has becn

an advertising and promotional consul-

pl'omotiomtl plans and servicPB to opcra-
other rcta.il storcs, In such capacity he
the p1'eparat.ion and placemcnt for pub-
"inl , inelllding but not limited to' the ad-

, and in the determination of prices at

dTcrcd for sale by his client retailers , in
r to promote the sale of merchandise at

(,O!HluC't, of bis bm:i!l(,ss as afol'osai(t , the
S l)(\ rfornwd llis said s('l'vicos 1'01' client
It all till)('s llH' Jltione(l hen'in lwve maill-
trade in fll1'llihll"' and otJler Hwt'c!1anc1if:c

in COJ!\JH'1'CP, as " ('()nm\(' I'(,(' ' is defincd in the I.. ec1c1'al Trade Commis-

::ion :\ct. III CH''lyiJlg' ont his a/'oJ'csaid. lJ\siness n\spondeJ\t, tl'a\'
fl'o!l his places of lJUsillPSS in tbe SUItes of C0101'ado u\(l Texas to
pn' !lis(' of clicut n'taiJ('l's in \"UiOliS oth('1' States of the l1itccl Stnk::
allse;: the transmission of advcrtising" copy and payments :nnong and

Jwhn' cil )Ue11 States , and maintains, and at a111 inH s HH;ntione,d IJ(H,ill
lw.s maintained , a sltbstantia.l (' 0111':'(' , of trade in f'omnH'l'CP as "com-
Jll' I,(( ) i:= (lefillCd in the Fe(1t' l'al Track COlnmission Act"

\!:, cj.. In the course and condnct of his aforesaid business, and for
tbe plll' pose of inducing tJJC pll'clJa (' of J\1l'llitun' Hnd otller merc1mn-
dis(\ of1'(,1'Pll lor sale by client l'dailel's , t.1H' respondent has lla(le and
cam.;ec1 to be made nurncrous statements and representations in ,1(1\,(;1'-

tise, l!le.nts publ1s!H,d in media of substantial interstate dissemination,
For px:nnple, the following statements and representations , among

others , ",ycre inserted by respondent in nc \Vspaper advertising of N a-
tional Flll'niture Stores , Inc. , Spokane, 'Vashington:
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",n..,nn."

, ' ""'

PUBLIC SALB:
ale '" * ,.

TS UP I!' OH PUBLIC GRABS * '" *
LAlJ Surplns FUHNT'l'URIiJ!
s or Losses

t1 at. what.PH' J' l)l'ee is nvaila!Jlp
le Hedudions nI) to 78% Off!
. Busters:

Oil tile lJ1hlic market" * .'

twny Sofa Sleeller w/Full Size Mattl'ess___

----

- $100

al Famil:r Size RefrigeratoL--_____--

---------

---- $125

PS % PRICE!
Hizp 1';11111('1 Headhoards , ))8

1j than 1,6 Price!
;: Beds , $38

LC8.,; than 112 Price!

BOX SI'HIXGH , N.:\:UJ BIL\NnS
. AS , '" 0:: 

nd through the use of the above-quoted st.atements
ions , and others of similar import and meaning not

expressly set ant herein , respondent rcpresents and has H'_presented
directly or by implication:

1. That the higher stated prices, accompanied by the words " Reg-
ulaI' '' or " Reg. " or unaccompanied by descriptive language , WGrc the
prices at whi(:h thc advertiscd articles were sold or offered for sale
in good faith for a reasonably snbstantial period of time by his
clicnt retaileJ') in the rccent regular coursc of busincss , and that pur-
chasers or snch articles would save an amount equal to the difference
bct.wep.ll the adV( Itis('d higher prices and the 100Y( r ofiering prices

corresponding thereto.
2. That purchascrs of merchandise advertised in cOlljnnction with

the phrases

, "

1j3 price

" "

less than 1f2 price

" "

up to 78% off " or
tcrms of comparable illiport and meaning, ,,,auld realize a tiftvings of
the stated fractional or percentage amonnt from the actual prices at
which the merchandise so advertised was sold or offcred for saJe in
good faith for a reasonably substantial period of time, by his client
retailer, in the recent regular coursc of business.

3. That, during the period advertised as "Unprecedented Public
Sale. . . regardless of costs or losscs " and by ot.hcr terminology iUl-
porting circmnstanccs of distress, substantialJy all merchandise at
his client retailer s promises was for sale at prices or amount.s reprc-
senting a substantial and significant reduction from the prices at
which such merclmnclise vms sold or offered for sale in good fait.h by
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SUell retailer for a reasonably substantial period of time in the 1'0-

cut, regular c.ourse of business.
4. That widely recognized makes of mattress and box springs ViTcre

for sale for as little as $18 , and that other articles advertised for
prices \\'ere available for retail purchase at
a.d vCl'tised premises.

1 f""

In' accompanied 01' 11Iaceollpanied by de
lC prices at \vhich the advertised arti-

l i\J.l cHIc in good faith for a rcasonably sub-

by his client retailer, in the recent regular
purchascrs thereof \\TouId not save amounts
Jchvccn the advc1'6sed higher prices and the

responding thereto.
chandisc advcrtised in conjunction 'ivith t.he

:;8 than Vz price

" "

up to 78% ofI' " 01' terllS

md meaning, did not l'eali e savings of the

rcentage amount from the actual prices at
so advertised was sold or offcred for sale in
ably substantial period of time, by his client
pdar course of business.
advertised as "1Jnpreccdented Public. Sale. . .
osses ' and by other lenuinology importing
, substantia1ly all merchandise at his client

not in fact for sale at prices or amounts rep-
nel significant reduction from the prices at
was sold or offered for salp, in gool! faith by

i01w.bly substantial period of time in the 1"C-

ISlness.
makes of mattress and box springs ,vere !lot

,Ie for as little as $18 at his client retailer
1" ',HH, UI.U iS OwH'", I.HA. i' cl't.ised sale , and certain oUwr articles adver-
tised for sale at stated offering prices were not then available for 1'0-

tail purchase at sudl stated prices, but at higher prices.
Therefore, the statements and representations as set forth in Para-

graphs Fonl" and Five herpor were and are false, misleading and
deceptive.

PAR. 7. In t.he cOllrse and conduct of his aforesaid business, and at
all times mcntioned herein , respondent has becn , and now is, in 8n1,-

stantinl eOlnpetiLion in commerce with corporations, firms and indi-
viduals engaged in the advcrtising and promotion business.

In the course and c.onduct of their aforcsaid businesses, and at all
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times mentioned herein, National Furniture
client rctailers of respondent' s have been , ani

competition in commerce with corporatiom
engaged in the sale of furniture and other merchandise of the same
general kind and naturc as that sold by such c1icnt retailers.

PAR. 8. The use by respondent of the aforesaid false, misleading
cuts , representations, acts and practices has had
)acity and tendency to mislead members of the
.to the erroneous and mistaken belief that said
sentations were and arc true , and into the pur-
llHtntitics of his client retailers ' merchandise by
)Us and mistaken bel ief.
said acts and practices of the respondent, as

and are all to the prejudice and injury of t.he

s competitors , and of his client retailcrs ' COIl-

ted , and now constitute, unfair' methods of COJ1-

: and unfair and deceptive acts and practices in
)n of Section 5 of the Federal Trade Commis-

DECISION AND Onor

c Commission having initiated an investigation
radices of the respondent named in the caption
)llfleJlt having been fllI'ljshNl thereafter . with a
'Inplaint\Yhich the SE'attJc Field Offce proposed
111mission for its consideratioH and which', if is-
;ion, would charge respondent with violation of
jmmission Act; and

d cOl1Jsel for the Connnission having thereafter
nt containing a consent order , an admission by
J the jurisdictional focts set forth in the afore-
lint, a statement that the signing of said agree-
It pnrpose.s only and does not. constitute an ad-
llt that the la,w has been violated as alleged in
\vaivers and other provisions as required by the

Commission s Rules; and
The Commission having thereafter considered the matter and hav-

ing determined that it had reason to believe that the respondent has
vioJated the said Act , and tha.L eompJaint should issne stat.ing its
charges in that respect, and IlH\'ing t.hereupoll Hc,cept-ed the pxecutlxl

conSPllt. agree,jnent HJlll placpd such agrpeJlent OIl thp public record
for a period of thirt.y (80) clays , notiIl further confonnity with t.w
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l)(-,(;h.don and 01'111' 7:) If.

pl')(odnre pl' s(,l'jbed in :34 (b) of its Hulcs, the Commission

he.rcby issues it.s complaint , makes the follO\villg jurisdictional find-
ings , alld enters tlw following order:

1. Respondent Tommy 1. Buffngton is an individual doing busi-

ness as T. BuH Sales and '1. Buff' & Associates , with his principal

oflces and places of bnsincss located at 6861 Sout.h Prince Circle

Littleton , Colorado, and 2318 1\ol08cl' A venue , Dallas , Texas.
2. The Fedc nnission has jurisdiction of the subject

matter of this 1 of the respondent , and the procecding
is in t.he public

OHmm

J t is onleTed That respondent lommy j)L Buffngton, an individ-
ual do-iw! business as T. Buff S , T. Bnif & Associates, or undcrany 01 nd respondent's agcnts, representativesand e1 rough any corporate or othcr dcvice , incon nee ng, offering for sale , sale or distributionof fur of mcrchandise , in commerce, as "com-
merce lCl'al Trade Commission Act , do fOl'th-

Ising to be rcprcscnted, directly 01' by

nount , accompanicd or UlUtCcoTIl'iLni('1

is a retailer s usual and customary re-
se unless said :lmOHnt is the pricc nt

as in fact been llsua.ly and customarily
n good faith by slich retailer in the 1'C-

:Uless.
) be used the words "half price

" "

Jess
78% off " or \Vords or symbols of com-

pxecpt in specific reference t.o :l1ti-
arily sold or offered for saJe in good

retailer, in the recent regular course of
:s than the jndie-ated lllllLiplc of the of-
w alluded to.
o be used the words "unprecedented
) SelJ H.egardless of Costs or Losses/'

or other words or symbols importing

: unless the merchandise so (leseribed 01'

ced in price, by an LmOlmt or p1'O))01'-

lIlCC. to customers and prospedive ('us-
)ona fide pric:c 01' prices at whieh it has
mrily sold or offered for sale ill good
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faith by the advertising retailer in the recent , regular COlil'SC ?f
business.

4. J\fisrepl'c::entLllg or cill1sing" to bn misrepresented in . any

rnal1n( r that saving;. arc a,yailabJ lscrs of a rctailer
rchandisc, or the amoullt O'r sncu "(lV .ut:P'

5. Hepl'cscnting or causing to be reprcsented in advertising
that any article is :for sale at a statc:d offering price when sneh
article is not, in fact, conspicuously and readily av,ai1.- lD fnl' 1'12-

taij pUf( hase at such price at the advertised premises.
It is furth( T oTdered That respondent herein shall , 'V.HBUI .:LU,y

(60) da.ys after service upon him of this order, file with the Com
mis,':j()J1 a report in \vriting S( ttillg forth in dctaiJ the manner and
form in which he has compJied with this order.

TIlE )IATTEH OF

R II. lIACY & CO. , IXC.

CONSENT OHDEH , J TC. , I nEGAIm TO TJ-IE ALLEGED VIOLATION OF

THE l EDEHAI.. TJL\DE COJ\DITSSIO:' ACT

lJrwkct 

(! 

JU,/() ('ollplllint , .IlIl!!/, 1.97/- Deci8jrJ1

, ,

JI//.I12, 1.9'

Consc' nt nnlpl" rerluiring a l\P\Y York ('ity (!(')Jal'tnwnt store with !Jl':111rh('s in

oj-her Ntatl's If) eeHse reVl'('sl'llling thnt its matt.n'ss l)ads, eoveJ's anrl Vil-

low ('ase are flame ret::lnbnt unlp s a11 \'xI)I),,;ed V:1l'ts /)r snell nl'tidf'1- arE'
tl' eatt'd ,vitll :1 l'd:lnlant 1inh;h

COl\(J' LAINT

PurSllflnt to the prm- islons of the Fl'(lcral Tnllh Commission ..'\('1.

a.nd by virtue of the authority vesLed in it by said Aet, the Federal
lvil1g reason to helievc that R. 1-1' laey &. Co.

:OlneHmcs hcreinafter referred to fl-S " respond-

- . 

1JC

111

'OJ ra-

:t:
Lce

--\-o.'-:Ol"-'H H:;l'" \-'Fl~l 'LIA':S a department st rfLjd Sqlla.l' in \'w


