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lrments, and its constituent members to cease fixing
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plan, circulating any information which \VOllld boycott any customer, at-
tending meetings at which common courses of action are discussed, and ex-
changing information with any other fur dresser whicl1 would result in a
common course of action.

CO:MPLALN'

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act (15
C. et seq.

), 

and by virtue of the authority vested in it by said
Act, the Federal Trade Commission having reason to believe that the
parties captioned above, and hereinafter more particularly named, des-
ignated, described and referred to as respondents , have violated the
provisions of the sa,id Act, and it appearing to the C()mmi sion that

a proceeding by it in respect thereof would be in the public interest
hereby issues its complaint stating its charges in that respect as

follows:
PARAGRAPH 1. Respondent Fur Drl."ssers Bureau of America, Inc.

hereinafter referred to 'as F. A. is a nonprofit trade associa.tion or-

ganized and existing as it corporation under the laws of the State of
New York, with its principal offce and place of business Lt the Penn
Garden Hotel, c/o Fur Dressers Industry Promotion I uIld , New
York, N.

AnlOng the sLated purposes for which respondent F. A. was or-
ganized are those dealing with labor collective agremnents, st.rike
lunds , vacation funds , pension fnndH , credit and collections, industry
trade practices

, p"

nd industry grievanees.

Respondent F. A. is under the general eont.rol and manag-e-
Jllcnt 01 a board of directors, elected at annual meetings of the

A. Said board of directors consists of:
I-IeITImn I-Iandros, president and also president of respondent 1tfan-

haLUtll Fur Dressing Corporation;
1tfax Brannstein, vice-presidel1t., whose present address is: Stern-

Braunstein , Inc' j 2:1:") Vest 29th Street, New Yode, N.
lIennan Ringc1heim , tre LSUl'el' anll also treasurer of respondent

Brooklyn Better BJeach, Inc. ; and
Thlax Shcrrin , seeretary, who.. present addrcss is: 1:a.rkct Processing

Corp. , 222 ,Vest 2fJth Street, New York
Said board of directors is empowered to and did select, as executive

director, A1belt J. Feldman, who is responsible to said board of direc-
tors for the day-to-day operation of respondent F.

All of the foregoing; having participated in the various aets and

practices alleged to be unlawful in this complaint , are named as re-
spondents hcrein , indi viUual1y, as offcers of the F. , and exccpt
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for respondents Braunstein and Sherrin , a.c: offeers of the va,rlous re-
spondent ( orporations with which each is afiliatcd.

PAR. 2. As of September 16, 1969 , respondent F. B.A. had nine

members, seven of which arc named hereinafter as corporate
respoudellt:s.

Respondent J\fanhattan Fur Dressing Corporation is a corporation
organized and existing under the laws of the State of New York, with
its principal offce and place of business at 158- 64 vVest 27th Street

New York , :N.

Respondent Brooklyn Better Bleach , Inc. , is a corporation organized
and existing under the laws of the State of New York , with its prin-
cipal afice and plaee of business at 124 W cst 30th Street , New York

R.espondent Bronx Fur 1'1asto1' , l\Iancini-Stern , Inc. , is a corpora-
tion organized and existing under the laws of t.he State of New York
with its principal oflee and place of business at 216 1'Vcst 29th Street

New York, N.
Hm;pondent Laiken- Brand Fur Dressing Corporation, is a corpora-

tion organized and existing under the laws of the State of Kew York
with its principal offce and place of business at 406--426 'Vest 34th
Street, Kew York, N.
Respondent Rapid Fur Dressing- Corporation is a corporation 01'-

ganir-ed and existing under the laws of the State of New York, with
its principal offce and plaee of business at 21-1- ""Test 20th Street , New
York. 

Respondent, !vIarket Fur Dressing Corporation is a corporation or-
gani;tecl and existing under the laws of the State of Now York, with
its last-known principal offce and place of business at 152--159 'Vest
27th Street, New York, N.

Hespondent Supreme Fur Dressing Co. , Inc. , is a corporation 01'-

ganiz(;d and existing under the la\vs of the State of New Jersey, with
its principal oflce and place of business in Raritan , Nev,r .Tersey.

PAB. ; . The individual parties respondent , named hereinafter, per-
sona1ly participated in meetings of the F. A. daring which plans

to can.\ out the acts and practices hereinafter described were formu-
lated. They are:

Respondent Robert E. Levine, an individual , president of respond-
('nt" Brooklyn Better Bleach , Inc.

HespOlldents 1\1:ilton Stern and Norman Leiman , individuals, presi-
dent and "ice-president, respectively, of respondent Bronx Fur :Master
!\fiineilli-Sj- cl'n , Inc.

li.csponclcJlt Irvin Laiken, an individuaL president of rcspondent
La.ik(,J1- llld Fllr Dressing Corporation;
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Respondent \Villiam Davidson , an individual , vic president of re-
spondent Rapid 11111' Dressing Corporation;

RDspondent l\:liltOll laillwold, an individual , president of respond-
ent lIfarkct Fur Dressing Corporation; and
Rcspondent Irving Thomas Dlcchner, an individual , president of

Elial Shuter s Sons , Inc. , previously a corporate member of respond-
ent F. , said member being no longer actively engaged in the
dressing of fur products. Hespondcnt BlcchIler s cllrrent address is:
Laikon-Brand Fur Dressing Corp. , 10G- 42G ,Vest 20th Street

York, N.
\H. -1. Hesponr1('nt. I\feisel- Peskill Co., Inc.. is a rorpOl'ation 01'-

ganizcd and existing ulldor tIlt', 1;1\1'5 of the State of New York, with
principal offce and pla.ce of businEss at 3H) Scholes Street , Brooklyn
New York. It is not. a Jnember of T J).
Respondent Sarnud.J. i\Ieisel (also known as Seymour ,J. J\:eiseI),

fnl individual, is vice-president and St el'etary 01 I'C'::poncl(:' nt l\Jeisel-
Peskin Co. , Inc. , and 1vhile not it member of rcspoudpnt F. IL\.

, ,"'

invited to and Jl''quentJy participated ill liH"dings of respondent
. during which pla.ns to earry out the acts and pradiees h( re-

inafter described werc forrnnlat.erl.
P..\R. G. Respondent ITerman Basch &; Co. , Inc. , is a corporation or

lllizcd and existing lmder the la\v;. o-j the Statt of :Kl'wYork with
its principal oflce and place of business at 24:1 ,Vest Oth St.rppL 

York , N. Y. It iSllot tt nwmbc.rof F.
Hcspondent .fl1Jl:Ul Hasch , an individual , is \'ic('- pn' sid(' Ilt and tl'('as-

111' 01' of l'' l-ponc1ent Ifennan Basch & Co. , IIle. I-Ie lwrsonally t with
other indi\' icll1nl l'cspond('nts JWl'pin for the FllrpO C and \y.ith the
intent of CalTyi1Jg out acts and praet.ic('s lwreinafter descJ'ilwd.

\R. n. The l'C'l:j)ondents cllwneJ'ntcLl in Parag-I'Ilphs Two through
Fivc hcrein , am and have h en engaged in prO\riding to nJallufac-
turC'S of fur gal'lJH'nts and dpulprs ill fl1' skins , in conJlrct:ioll with
fur products, a SPl'vjcP' termed " dr' E'ssillg; which eOHV(' l't"S the raw fur
::kins into a procluet which is ready to be IIHUlufnctllrccl into it finished
garment.

. 7. Hcsp()n(h nt members ,of respondent F. , as well as
1'2spondcnts l\I('i p!- p('f:kin Co. , Inc" 2.nd Hennan Basch &. Co. , lnc.
are nmv ilnd -for several ycn, l'S last past hll\' (' hC'cn engaged in C01l-
n1(,IT(- as "eoTHnWrC( ' is clpfined ill the Fer1('Jal Trade Con\Jn. i(Jll \.ct
ill that: Lhey 1'e('('1\,(' fllr prodllets for dl'("ssillg from (tealt' rs in snell

products located jn val'ious 8tatcs in tho t nit('d Stah"s outside the
State of Np\v Yo!'k. The dressNI fl1l' prodncts arc tJH')''af(p)' shiplwcJ
by "espondcJlts to Jntl'chasers of rpspondents ' seITiccs 1'1'10 rnanufac-
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tnro said fur product.s into finished garments which are shipped and
sold in various States of the United States. Thus , there is now and has
been at all times mentioned herein , a continuous course of trade in
commerce in connection with the fur products upon which respondents
pcrfonn said dressing services.

PAR. 8. Except to the extent that competition has becn hindered

:frustrated , lessened and eliminated by acts and practices alleged in
this complaint, respondents have been and continue to be in substantial
competition \vith each other in the dressing of fur products.

PAn. H. In the course and conduct of their busincss in the dressing of
fur products as above described and beginning- at least as cnrly as
Deccrnber 1968 , and continuing to the present, the respondent,s named
in Paragraphs Two through Five- herein , acting collectively between
and amollg the,mselves and/or through or by means of respondent

, have agreed , conspired or reached a COlTrnon understanding
to adopt and charge uniformly higher prices to customers in connec-
tion with the dressing of fur products.

Pursuant to said conspiracy, agreement or common understanding
to ehargc uniformly higher priees for the dressing of fur products
respondcnts, or a nurilb r of them, in December 1968, raised their

prices for the processing of mink skins witJ1 " leatheI' out" from a level
of about $1.50 per skin to a uniform price of $1.75 per skin. At the;
same time, respondents, 01' a number of them also raised their pl'iecs
for the processing- of mink skins with "hair out" from a level of about
$1.55- $1.60 per skin to a. uniform price of $1.85 pel' skin.

\R. 10. In the course and conduct of their business in the dressing
of fur products as above described , and beginning at least as carly as
December 1968 , and continuing to the present , the respondents named
in ParagTaphs Two through Five herein , acting coJlectiyeJy between
nnd among themselves and/or through or by means of respondent

have agreed , conspired or rcadwd a cOlTlnonunclerstanding
to formulate" adopt , p1acc into effect and utilize Imiform terms and
conditions of credit in connection \vitJl ehargcs made to clistomel'S for-
the dressing of fur products.

Pursuant to said conspirac;y, agreement 01' common understanding
to adopt and lIti1ize uni.onn terms and cOlldit,ions of credit , respond-
ents , or a number of them, beginning in December laGS , engaged in
among other things, the following acts and practices:

a. Instituted a credit information exchange anc1colleetion agcllcy
program through respondent F. A. for members and nonmembers

b. Established uniform terms and conditions in conncction with the
extension of eredit to customers by ln81nbers and nonmembers of
respondent F. B.A.
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c. llequired members a,nd nonmembers of respondent F. A. to
send sales information documents to F. including, but not
limited to invoices

, "

pick up sEpsn and credit menlOranda.

d. Exchanged information b( tvYecn and nHlong themselves conc rn-
ing price , credit, terms and conditions of sale of their fur dressing
services.

PAR. 11. In the course and conduct of their business in the dressing
of fur products as above described, and beginning at least as early as
December 1968 , and continuing to the present, the respondents named
in Paragraphs Two through Five herein , acting collectively between
nel among themselves and/or through or by means of respondent

have agreed , conspired or reached a common understandjng
to conce.rtedly refuse to deal with certain lTHlllUfacturcl's of fur prod-
ucts who werc delinquent or jn arrears in their accounts with certain
of the respondents.

Pur uant to said conspiracy, agreement or C0Jnmon understanding
to refuse to deal with customers, respondents , or a numb( I' of them
beginning about Dece,mber 1968 , periodiealJy furnished respondent

A. '\vith the names of certain of their customers for the purpose
of having- such names compiled, listed a,nd circulated by respondent

A. to members and nonmembcrs of F. A. in furtherance of
sajd conspiracy, agrecme,nt or common understanding.

PAR 12. The effect of rcspond( llts ' acts , practices , ll1Cthoc1s of com-
petition and course of conduct hereinabove alleged , has been and may
be substantially to restrain, lessen , jnjure, destroy and prevent compe-
tition jn t.he dressing of fur products and in the manllfaeture and sale
of garrnents made from such :fur produds. Sftid methods , acts, prac-
tief's :tnd course of conduct cngagpcl in by respondents have been and
are to the prejudice of the public, and constitute unfair methods of
competition in commerce and unfair acts a.nd practices in commerce , in
violation oJ Sed, iol1 5 of the FedernJ Trade Commission Act-

DEcrSlON AND ORDER

The :Fecleral Trade Commission having- heretofore determjnec1 to
isslIc its complaint charging the respondents named in the caption
hereof with violation of the Federal Trade Comn1ission Act, and the
respondents having been served with notiee of said determination and
wjth a copy of the complaint the Commission intcnded to issue, to-
gether with a proposed form of order; and

The respondents and counseJ for the Commission having thereafter
executed an agreement containing a consent order, an admission by
the respondents of all jurisdiction"l facts set forth in thc complaint
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1fthor conformity with the procedure pre-
)f its UulE's. the Commission hereby issues
Illowing juI:isdictional findings, and enters

sers Bureau of Alnel'ica , Inc. , hercinafter
. s a nonprofit trade association organized

awl e,xisting as a corporation under the laws of the State of Now Yark
with its principal oUice and place of business at the Penn Garden
I-Iotcl , c/o Fur Dressers Industry Promotion Fund , New York , N.

Respondent F. A. is under the general control and management
of a. board of directors and an exeenti ve director, all of whom formu-
late, direet and control the policies , acts, and practices of said corpo-
ration , as well as the policies, act.s, and practices of those corporations
set forth next t.o their respective names. They are listed as follows:

IIerrnan I-Iandros , president a.nd also presi(hmt of n spondcllt J\fan-
ha.ttan Fur Dressing Corporation; whose principal offce is located
at 158-61 ,Veet 27th Street , New York , N.

fax BrauH.st.ein vice pr( sident, ,,,hose address is: St.ern-Braun-
stein , Inc. , 235 Vest 29th Street , New York

J\fax Sherrin , secretary, whose address is: Ial'ket Processing; Corp.
222 ,Vest 29th Street, New York , N.

IIcrrna.n H.ingelheint, treasurer and also trcasnrer of respondent

Brooklyn Better Bleach , Inc. , whose principal oflce is located at 121
"Vest 30th Street ew York

Albert J. Feldman , executive director; whose princjpal offce is the
same as that of respondent F.

; arc members of F. B.A. with offce and
located at the aclelress set forth next to

1II' Dressing Corporation is a corporation
r the laws of the State of New York, with
of business at 158-G4 "'-. est 27th Street

;wr Bleach , Inc., is a corporation orga-
laws of the State of New York, with its
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leSS at 121 ff":'''''') UV'-H "-'-'-",v'-
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with its principal offce

New York, N.
Hesponclent Laikcn-

tion organized and exis
with its principal offce

Street, New York
Hespondent Rapid Fnr Dressing Corporation is a corporation

organized and existing under the 1a \vs of the State of N ew York
with its principal offce and place 0/ bnsiness at 214 'Wcst 29th Street
New York, N.

Respondent farket Fur Dressing Corporation is a corporation
organized and existing under the 1a ,vs of the State of N ew York, with
its principal offce and place of business at 152-159 ,Vest 27th Street
New York, N.

Respondent Supreme Fur Dressing Co., Inc. , is a corporation
organized rmcl exist.ing under the l:nvs of the State of New Jersey,
with its principal offce Rml pht,ee of businpss in Raritan , New Tcrsey.

The individual parties respondent, ml1ned hereinafter, are or were
oiIcers of corporations named ftbove; they formuJate \ direct and con-
hr. ! fW nwm "nQh, -ffH"Y\llJatcd\ direeted and controJJcd , the policies

of said corporations and their address( s are
)rporations.
Levine , an individual , president of rcspond-

, Inc. ;
rn and Norman Leiman , individllals prcsi-
:spectively, of respondent Bronx Fur faster

l\-Iancini -Stern , Inc., is a COl'pora-
the laws of the State of New York

, pJace of business at 216 ,Vest 29th Street

d Fur Dressing Corporation is a corpora-
under the laws of the State of New York

1 place of business at 406-426 ,Vest 34th

ken , an individual , president of respondent
ng Corporation;
avidson , an individual , vi co president of re-
;;ing Corporation;
nwold , an individual , president of l'espond-
Jorporation; and
Jmas Blechnel' , an individual , president of
previons1y a corporate member of respond-
er being no longer actively engaged in the
Respondent H1echner s currcnt address is:
ing Corp. , 406-426 West 29th Street, New
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Respondent Meisel-Peskin Co. , lnc. , is n corporation organi.-ed and
existing under the la,vs of the State of New York , with principal oilce
and place of business at ;-149 Scholes Street, Brooklyn, New York. It is
not a member of F.D.B.A.

Hcspondent S"mucl .J. :'feiscl ("Iso known as Seymour J. Meisel),
an individual , is vice president and secretary of respondent M( isc1-
Pesldn Co., Inc., and fonnulates, directs and controls the policies

acts and practices of said corporation , and his address is the same as
that of said corporation.
Respondent IIerman Basch & Co. , Inc. , is a corporation organized

and existing nnc1cr the Jaws of the State of N cw York, with its
principal offee and plaee of bnsincss at 243 ,Vest 30th Street, New
York ItisnotamemberofF. B.A.
Respondent Julian Basch, an individual , is vice president and

treasurer of respondent I-Ierman Basch & Co. , Inc. , and formulates
directs and controls the policies acts and praetices of said corpora-
tion and his address is the same as that of said corporation.

2. The Federal Trade Commission has jurisdiction or the subject

matter of this proceeding and of the respondents nnd the procl eding
is in the public interest.

ORDER

It 1:8 ordered That respondents Fur Dressers Bureau of America
Inc. ; Bronx Fur 1\.faswr, Thiancini-Stern, Inc. ; Brooklyn Retwr
Bleach, Inc. ; Laiken- Brand Fur Dressing Corporation (also doing
business fl-; ShuteI' Lailmn- Brandt) ; Rapid Fur Dre.c;qing Corporation;
:Market Fur Dressing Corporation; Thlanhattan Fur Dressing- Corpo-
ration; Supreme Fur Dres.c:ing Co. , Inc. ; lI""rmall Basch & Co. , Inc.
l\1:cisel-Peslijn Co. , Inc. ; corporations , and I-Ierrnan I-Iandros, individu-
any and as an offcer of Fur Dressers Bureau of America, Inc. and
:Manhattan Fur Dressing Corporation; ThIax Braunstein, individually
and as an offcer of 1' 111' Dressers Bureau of America, tne. ; J\fax Sher-
rin , indi vicluaJly and as an offcer of Fur Dressers Burean of America
1m:. Jerman Hingelheirn , individually and as an oJIcer of Fur
Dresscrs Bureau of America , Inc. and Brooklyn Better Bleach , Inc.
Albert T. Felaman, individually and as executive director of Fur
Dressers Bureau of America , Inc. ; Robert E . Levine, individually and
as an offcer of Brooklyn Better Bleach , Inc. ; Milton StCI11 and Norman
Leiman, individually and as oilem's of Bronx Fur 1\faster faneilli-
Stern, Inc. ; Irving Laikell , individually and as an offcer of Laiken-
Brand Fur Dressing Corporation (also known as Shuter Laiken-
Brandt); "\Villiam Davidson, individually and as an offcer of R.a.pid
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Fur Dre-,;sing- Corporatioll; !1ilton l\Jainwold , individuallyand as an
oiIicer of Iarket Fur Dressing Corporation; SamuelJ. (also known
as Seymour J. ) Meisel , individuulJy and as an offcer of Meisel-Peskin
Co., Inc.

; .

JulianBasch , individually and as an ofIccr -of Herman
Basch & 00. , Inc. ; and Irving Thomas Blechner, inclividually and. re-
spondents ' offcers , agents, representatives and employees, successors
and assigns clirect.Jy and indh"cctly, ind1vidually, or through any cor-
porate or other device, or as members, offcers, or directors of other
respondents , in connection with the dressing of or OffN" to drE'BS fur
products in commerce, as "commerce" is defined in the I edcTal Tra-cle

Commission Act, do forthwith cca e and desist- from entering into
cooperating in, carrying out, or continuing any planned common
course of action , understanding, agTccrnent or conspiracy between or
among any hvo or more of saiel respondents, or between any onc or
1noro of them and another or others not party hereto, to engage in any
of the following acts or practices:

1. Establishing, fixing, controlling or maintaining prices , dis-
count.-';; or the tenns and conditions of sale or credit in connection
\vitlI the drct3sing of fur products.

2. Furnishing, exehanging or circulating any credit informa-
tion or engaging in any credit reporting plan unless:

(a) The members of tho assoeiation are left free to deter-
mine on the basis of their individual judgment whether or
not to sell to delinquent d( htors and on \vhat terms

, '

and
(b) There is freedom from collusion among members in

regard to credit terms , prices , sales to specific customers , and
there is freedom from any other juint action which would
illegally restrain trade.

3. Publishing or disseminating or causing to be published or

disseminated , the narne of any customer or prospeetive customer
foe t.he purpose or with the effect of having the business of that
customer or prospective eustome.r boycotted.

It is furthe1' oTrlepcd That respondents individually fOl't1l\vith ccase
and desist from:

1. Attending meeting-s at which any othe.. respondent or any
competitor not a paIty hereto is present, at which prices , terms
and conditions of sale or credit pertaining to the dressing- of fur
products arc discussed , where such discussion ha.c; for its purpose
or effect a planned , common course of aetion or agreemcnt on
prices , discounts , credit or conclitionsof sale.

2. Sending to, requesting from , or exchanging- with any other
respondent or any competitor nota party hereto, any informa-
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tion writt.cn or oral in regard to prices, teloms and conditions of
sale or cwdit perbLining: to the dressing of j Nhere
said aetivitics have for their purpose or efr lation
of a prObYIam , agree,mcnt or planned common c: with
respect to prices , discounts , credit or conditioHU 

'--' '- -''"

Pr01Jidpd , hO'DeVel' That nothing- herein shall prohibit anyone
of the individual respondents named in this order, who has per-

:wcntJy severed his prior affliation with any of the named cor-
porate rcspondBllts herein Iting a position as an offcer
or employee of any other na rate respondent. Where such
individual responde.nt aeec1 on as an offcer or employee
wit.h any other named eorpe ldcnt, he shal1 ilOt be deemed

t.o be in conspiracy or nul cment with that corporate
respondent or any of its 0 mployees uncIE'r any of the
terms Or' provisions of this (

It i" furthm' ordered That tl
Amcrica, Inc., shall furnish al
copy of this agrcernent and orc1e

It i8 further ordm'ed. That
Commission within thirty (:30)responden 

' .

ge.Ilce of
sidiarics (
complianc

It i8 fu

(60) days

SlO11 a rep

in \vhich t

P1' 0V1:dr:

not eonstij
law as ani

CONSENT (

mt., Fur Dressers Burean of
HId futllre members with a

, individually, notify the
any change in Hny corporate
or salp- resulting in the emer-
Ltion or dissoJution of sub-

poration whi( h mn,y affect
)rc1er.

:8 herein shaJl within sixty
ol'cler , file with the Commis-
:letail the nlallner and form
.1.

dcI' by the Commission does
3 that they have violated the
Commission has issued.

PANY, ET AT..

m AU,EGlm VlOL.\TION OF TIlE
nSSION ACT

3pt. , 1:J"/ 1-Deci, ion , Sept. , 19"/1

, seller and distributor of wigs to cease
h any of its merchandise was sold , mis-


