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FrXAL ORDEIl

This matter havil g been h aTd b ' the Commission upon the ap-
peal of counsel supporting the complaint from the hearing examiner
initial decision: and npon briefs and oral argnment in support

thereof i:.nd in opposition thereto. and the Commission, for the

reasons stated in the acc01r:panying opinion : haying denied the ap-
peal and hil\-ing modified the initia.l decision to conform "yith the
views expressed in said opinion:

It ;8 ordeTed That the: hearing examiner s initial decision as modi-
fied be, ?nc1 it her by is. Hcloptec1 as the decision of tllC. Commission,

It is further o'i'del' ed. That the complaint be, and it hereby is

dismissed.

Ix THE jIATTER OF

WORLD ART GIWL:P. IXC-. ET AL.

COXSEXT ORDER, ETC. , J"' HEGARD TO THE ..ALLEGED nOL),.TIOX OF THE
l"EDER,\L TIL-\DE C03DIISSlOX .\CT

lJ()ckct ('- .2158 COIJ!J/uint Api". 11. Jrj"/.- ncC"i. i(lil pl" 1Y"t2.

Consent onler fNllliring h\ o cOrjJorfltions selling j):1intings, yvatclles, m:1l1
plates, books find other l,rticles \"ith headQllnrtcrs in ::12'" York City fine!

Eflst ::onYfllk, Conn. , fllll their iHlyertising ngency to cease failing to
ship mCl"chnnclise 'TitJJ:n l clays, failing to m lkc 1"efnn(l in their money-

hack r:.llnnwtccs. Hlisrepre enting tile snvings to pllrchusl'rs of their 11e1'-

chflndisc, misrep:' f'senting tlie karat filH: JH'SS of their golc '''ntches Bud
the efJcHCY of their insect controls.

CO::fPLAJXT

Pursuant to the provisions of the. Federol Trade Commission Act.
and by yirtue of the authority vested in it b ' sa.id Act , the Federa1
Trade Commission , having reason to belie,'c that ,VorIel A1't Group.
Tnc. : a. co:rpol'ation; StanrlflJd American Suppliers , Inc. , a corpora-
tion; Curtis Ac1ve1'tising Company, Inc. , a corporation; n.nd L ny-

rcnce R. Curtis. inc1i,,-jchmlly and ns :ll offcer 01 said corporations
haye vioJated the provisions of saiel Act, and it appl aring to t.Ilt;

Commission that a proc( e.c1ing by it in rr.spect thereof ,yo1.1d be 

the pnblic interc , hercby issllcs its complaint , stating its charges
in thflt. re.spect as follows:

\TIAGHArn 1. Respondent ,Vorld Art GrollP, Inc" is rl corpora-
tion organized , existing and doing business under and by yjrtne of
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the 1a"ys of the State. of Connecticut "yith its principal offce find
place of business located ::t :2 First Street, East Xorwalk , Connecti-
cut.

Hespondents Standard American Snpplirrs. Inc., and Curtis AJl-
vertising Company luc., firc corporiltions OJ.ganizrd , f'x.:sting and
doing business uncler and b ' virLue of the la"yS of tbe State of "\ cw

York with their principal offces and place of business locateel o.t 1
Park AVl:l1lH\ ew York. ?\l'\V York.

Individua.l respondent L:nYl'ence R. Curtis is an offcer of snic1

corporations. lIe formulates. directs fl1cl contro1s the acts nnd prfLC-

tices of the respondents lld their subsidiaries and ailiJi:1tcs. includ-
ing the acts and pr:lcticcs hrrcinrlfter set forth. ITis lHlSiJll":-,S ad-

dresses flrc the snme as those of the corporate respondents flnd their
subsidiaries and flffliat
Hespond!'nts ,Vodel j\rt Gl'Ollp IJlc.. and Standard Amcrican

Sl!ppliC'x , Ine.. , and their s1l1) idiarips l1d aflJiatl s (1n; now. ni1cl for
some time Inst pftst have b r2n engaged in the rH1Y(,rtising off(' ring. for
saJe , sale and distritiltion of paintings , watches , maps , plates : books
and other articles of I1flil order merchancli3

Respondent Curtis Acln' l'lising Company, Inc.. and its offcer
Lawrence H. Curtis are cllgngcc1 in the prepnrntion nllcl Pllhlication
of advertising materiaL TbeY are J)O,\' tllld lor 50111(' time: bsr 1ws1-

have bee;1 engaged in f01'l1ulflting, prepfll'ir:g and placing for pnbli-
catioll a::hel'tising copy for dissemination in PllbFcnhons o:t p:r lCrf1J

circulation concerning paintings "yatches. maps : phtes, books mcl

otlwr products of respondents ,Yor1c1 Art Gl'Cllp. Inc. : an(l f;bn(hl'd
American Suppliers , Inc. : 2.nd their sllbsicli 1l:( nncl afiljf!h:,::

PAR.:2. In tlH:: COlll' e 2,nrl conduct or thci ' Imsin(-ss. r('sponc1

rInd thci ' snbsidifuics and nfEliates now c:nl : and for some time

hst past have cal1 ed said Jlexchandisc-:. ,vhell 801(L to 1)( shipped
from their p1nces of business in the States 01 X e'iY York and COJl-

nrcticnt to purchasers t.h(- oi' Jocatecl in various OtJlCl' State of tl:c:
United States or shipped from distributors in the Y riOllS states to
purchasers located in various other states , nnd rmtintnin , and at all
times mcntiOlwcl herein han; maintained : a substantial COlllSe of trade
in said merchnndise: in COlnmercp , as "commerce :: is defined in the

eclel'a1 Trade Commission ll.ct.
\H. ;-). In the courst' und conduct of their aforesaid lJ1siJH-'5scs

and at all times mentioned hercin , respondents and thei-l' SUD-
sidiarics and affliute hav 2 been and nO'V are in EDbst.antial cGrDpeti-

tion in COlnm8rce with corporati011s : firms Hnd indi\'ic111als in the
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sale of products of the same general kind and naturc as those sold
by respondents.

In the course and conduct of their H,foresaid business and fit alJ
times mentioned herein respondents and theiT subsidiaries and af-
filiates have been and now arc in substantial competition , in com-
merce, with corporations , firms and individuals engaged in the
ad vertising business.

PAH. 4. In the course and conduct of their respective businesses

fmcl for the pnrpose of indncing the srJe of thc r sHld Inel'chanc1isc

respondents and their subsidiaries a.nd nffli2tes hayc made certain
statements and representaLions in various n8"\YSpaper and mognzine
advertisements. direct mnil circulars and others nncl are J1my mnking
certain statements and representations in said publicatiolls \\- ith
respl:ct to the time in which delivery of merchandise may b( e:'-

pocted.
Typical and jIlu5trative of said statemcnts and representations but

not all inclusive thereof are the following:
Plense ru h me * * *
Ple:1se rush our order w)w ,ybile 1.1112 suPVJy lusts

orders ,, he filled en 8- first come. first ser,ec1 lJfls

\R. 5, By amI through the usc of the afon sajcl statements flld
repJ'rsentntions and others aT similar import i.nd meaning but not. rx-
pn'ssly set forth hCl'cin , the r~sponc1ents and their subsiclinrie:; and
affliates have n pl'esellted and fire 1l0\\ represcnting directly or by

implication : that ,1 purchn::icr C:li e:\pl'ct. clcli"\-eJ'Y on all lTwl'cl1:-.nclisB

'ivithin n reasonable period of trrne.
AIL G. In truth oDd ill lact: Respondents (l;Hl thl ir subsidiaries

and afflif u?s : on llUller011S CJccc-.s;ons nnd ill a sllbs(a1l1:alllHmbrr of
in::tances either haye fnilc,d to de1in' l' prqJ:lid Jlrl'chf1JcJise or havc
cJcliyered p1' paicllllCl'chandise only aftcl' a 1011 12. L1psc of time und/or
aItrr sevl'ral demands tlwreoJ h;lye been Li:wc1c to re5pondents and
p;l:as for assistrUlcc have blo l'll m:lcll" to Bcttpl' Business Bllreaus

ni1:cc1 States Postallnspectol's ' Ofi1cCS, District )dtorncys , Chamber::

of Commerce : P01ic8 Deptll'tmcnts and to gOl"c:1'unentfll agp lcic5.

Such prnctices h:ln'. re u1tr.L1 in sl1bstantiaJ. expense and incon-
venicnce , hardship, ontrag(; and irritation to pm'C;lasers.

Therefore, sflicJ practic(Js , stntc:ments and l'epre cl1t.ations \\crc

Hnd an\ 111fnir and mish:nclil1g amI dl ceptin:.
\R. 7. In the course and conclllct of said bllSill SS and for the

purpose Gf inducing the S:1le oJ said merchandisc , rcsponclents have
nwde certnin statements and representations 

"\y

l respect to refunds
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by means of advertisements in magazines, brochures, ne\Yspapers

and through other advertising me, c1ifl.

Typic1) and illustrative of said statements and representations
but not un inclusive thereof, are the following:
Full money-back guarantee if 1 HIl not 100% satisfied

;Jtj,"f:1cti(1n Guaranteed
I !"l1 i 1112 100% dl'lightl'(l or I nlf - retum for ,'efl1nd
X () risk coupon
10 DflY Free Trial

:.loIH' .1 ILe:k Guarantee
Annzin::: Xo-Hisk Coupon
10 1).1 Hisk Free Trial

\H. . By find throu h the llSC of the aforesaid statements and
others s milal' thereto but 110t expl'C'ssl~- set forth hcrein 1'C'spon(lPllt3

rCpl'(,s(,ll . fmcl hflve represented din' ('t1 c or b~: implication. that. the~'

UJlCOildit1Onal1y gl1al'antf e that the full purchase price of tlw me1'-

chand; :L: \"ill be refunclecl promptly lJd ,-olnnta1'ily npon c1rman(l

by tIle pUl'chnsrr and return of i-he mrrchandise.

p.\ :. !)

. In truth and in i'act:
(1) III JllJ1crons instances the purchase price oJ merchandisc is

not H'lulldNl upon dCma!lct of thl'. purChfl3Cl' or is l'cfnndec1 onJy
aftcr long dela~:s and afte, pei1ted l'C(J1wsts to J'rsponclents and/or
p1ens for a sisian('(' to Betler Bllsinrss Blll'ral1 ,. Chambers of Com-
merce , l:nitcd States Postfl TnSppclOl'S ' of1('' PoJ1cc Depal'tnwnts
and gOH' nnwntal agc' J1cies and fol1mying substantial inconypnicnce
Ol1l:l'Hi:-"r. injtat.ion. P:\pCllSC ld lwnlship to the pl1rchnser,

Then:'orc. the state1lent::. l'epn' sentarions :11~c1 prac.tices set forth
I1Pl'E'i l in cOllncction "",itl! Llw flcln'rtisec1 of1-nilJg of a prompt nd\llcl
Wf:' J'' . and an' . nllfflil' fa l . lnislcndilli;. find dN'eptin'

PXB. 11). In the coursE' fl lcl conduct of thr11' lms1ncss. n'sponc1eJJt3

and thc r snbsidia1'irs nnd 8.fliliatl's hnye Jlwc1p llSr of the tr'J'Jl

Orif! ILll': and/or " Anti(Jlw " in COIlH'C'iOll ,yii)J the, l(ln'xtising and
offrring: Tor sak of scveral proc1ucts illcluc1ing products known and
cL(' snibccl 80S " :JIagn ificpnt ,\nti(pll Bretho\"pll ::fllSic Scrolls

:' "

Olde
AntirJ1H: Iflp Clock': and Decorn1in' -\11i(Jl1P, :\Inps. : In Ordl' l' to

induct' t lC'- sa)p of s:lid pl'oc1ncts , J'rspondpnts hayc shown sHiel music

BCrOn,, : clocks :lnel maps ill sLlch n manner l'i to elCp1ct and/or C'j':atc
th(' impl'( ion that. said products an; anbflue in ol'jp.in.

1'. \1(. 11. Throngh tlw ll (, of al'ol'C'said statements and reprrsen-
btions :md others similar tllll'et0 , lJ1t not speciiically s('t forth ) as

!1sccl vi1lionsJy by l'cspowlents in sa1cl achert1seml'nts. l' esponc1ents

halT n' pl'espntpc1 that snic1 products Hn' rmtiqllcs and h:lve historical
HlHl cll1tnral si niiicHncc due citlwr to the datc or method of manu-
facture 01' pn:paration .which b~: common 1U:age among clealers col-

lectors and thC'. g-el1eral pu11lic qlla1if v saic1 itrnls as antiques.
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PAR. 12. In truth and In fad said products Cll'e not antiqnes nor
do they have historical fiJ!d cultural significnnce dm either to the

date or rnethod of nWl1ufactul'e or prpparation .which by CDllmOn
usage among dealers, colh'ctol's and tho gew'l'al public (lnalif ' said
terms as nntiqlles.

Therefore, the statements , reprC'senhtions and practicl' ('t fmth
hcrcin "\YCl'e rmd nn: , llnfai , falsc' . misleading alHl dcccptin'

-\R. 13. In the course and conduct of their Imsint's:c. 1'osponc1cnts

and the i.l subs1cliarips and rdJiiatc's hnH', flcln:rti ,ed pfl1ntrllgs as

Origin:t. Oil Paintings. " In ordel' to induce the sale Gf this pl'o(l11ct

pondents h:\Yl made ceJ'ain n pl'eScntnLOlls. AnlOng aJlcl t~" pjcal
of saicll'epl't'senhltions , but not all inclusive then o:f is the i'ol1o\\ ing:

/unnzin:: Offer E:lth jJainting- originnlly $:20 , no\\" YOU1":O fur 

::.

83 on SI' pcLl!

sa;e!

PAR. 14, Throngh the 11SP of afon :caic1 stfltcnwnt.s nlld l'rpresen-
tations nnd otllC' rs similnJ' Lhercto but. not slwcificnl1y set forth. 03

used var1011s1y b~' 1Tspondcnts in stlid ndnTtiscmclits. l'' spollch' ilrs

ha ve rcpresented din:ctJy OJ' indirect J~' t.h8.t the 8:2. 8;) pricl' :s a

speeif1l s,llc price or a savjllg:s from a higlH'r price, or c1 l'' ch,ction

fr01n l'l'SpOndl' nts ' fonner price 01' i' or:l the J.nicp at "\,..Jl ch 3i1id mer-

chandise is uSllaJ)y anc1 cllstGnl:uily old at l'l'bil b \. the l'csponc1eiit3

in the recent l'cp:llbr conJ':Y of bl1siJlC5S.

\H. 1 ). In trut.h anc1 in fnct the $:?0;') pr:ce is not. a 2jwl'i,iJ S012

price but. is tIle l' spolJh:nts: l1s11al ilnc1 CllstoHlal':'' rclitil p 'icc of

said rncrchrtJc1isr.
Tllll'efore , the nfol'rsn d Stf1tCEWlltS , rrpr('srnbtiOJ1s nnd pr lctic('s

were and are unfair, falsl' , misle::cl:llg find den:ptin:.
\R. le. In the course ClIJcl conduct of tlwil' 1)usi:lC'S " l'CSpD;ldent

their snbsi(hrics nnd a iliJiah.:s, hftYc' l'Tl'8SCJltccL ;1c1\"C'1t (,cl )nd

c1esnilwc1 a product as " J ill 1 Fl'Hit C'G ':::Llil tl'ccs. ' 11\ ord(' ' to in-
duce the sale oJ this product. n' ldcl ts hnn: Hl :c1e ccrt:lill l'cpre-

sent.nticnls in advertising.
Among and typic,ll of sf\ic1 l' pl'CSe11Lltions , l,ot all il clHsin:

t.hereof. are the foJlowing:
crop of tnsty) Prod\H:I'S a lHrgl'

PI11ilS!
Peaches!
Xettariiles!
Apricots!
C1H'rries!

A:l 12TO\\' OIl one !ree
(lJ) Xeed no special care
(c) 'lour fl'ni!. ('()Cktfli tree 'sil grow wherever any fruit tree grows.
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P..m. 17. Through the use of aforesaid statements and represen-
tations and others similar thereto, but not speciIkally set forth, as
llsed variously by respondents in said advertisements, respondents
have replesented directly or indirectly that:

(a) Five separate specie's of fruit are likely to be grmnl on a
single tree and there wiJl be a plcntiful production of multilrnit::.

(b) The species arc likely to grow and survive in any hardiness
zone and ca.n be grown by persons 11a ving no specialized kuo\ylcdge
of gardening.
PAR. 18, In truth and in fact:
(a) It is unlikely that 5 species of fruit are likely to bc grown on

a single tree in that the fruiting possibilities of an 5 fruits are
practically non- existent.

(b) It is unlikely that .) species of fruit wi11 grow and survi,' c in
any hardiness zone by persons having no specialized knmdedge of
gardening.

Therefore, the statements , representfllions and practices set fOl'th
hcrein were and are unfair false , mi :1eac1ing and deceptin

AR. 19. In the course 1111(1 conduct of their busines : respondcnts
a.nc1 their subsidiaries a.nd nm1 nte5, in onlcr to induce tlw sale of
their product , have adv81tised and dc:scribec1 a product as " S,YlSS
Sport and Stop 'Watch.

Among and typical of said statements but not all inclllsin: there-
, are the following:
(a) Guaranteed 1 full year.
(b) Gold on top.
PAH. 20. By and through the use of the nforcsaic1 :ctiltenll-:nts and

others similar thereto but not. specifically set forth lll'l'f'in , re-

spondents represent and hnyc represented : clirectly 01' by implica-
tion. said wat( h is guaranteed for one year and that the watch top
has a gold al10y content of at least 10 karat fineness.

p c\'. 21. In trnth and in fact:
(n) The "\vatch is not unconditionally guaranteed for 1 year. the

guarant.ee is not without other limitations ilnd the limitations are

not clearly, conspicuously rLnd explicitly stated in immediate con-
junction ,yitl) all the reprrsentations concerning aicl guarantee.

(b) The case and top oJ the watch is not of 10 kar:lt. finenrss. The
\Yatchca c: is composed of n, ba e metaJ and/or brass gilded goJcJ co o)'.

Therefore , the staternenL" representations and pl':tc.ic(1s set forth
herel11 werc and are unfail' , fa1 , misleading and decept:n'

u:. 22. ln the course and conduct of f:leir business , respondents
'Yol'hl Art GrouP1 Inc' Standnnl American Sllpph2S : l11e.. :lll,J
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their subsidiaries and affli tes, have advertised
ucts, describing same in the follmving manner:

the following prod-

(a) Amazing $1 offer (dynCisty figures) " L'lls

stores.
(tJ) Mexican Art- originally $15. Sale oS:?,!)5.

(c) Genuine Jade Rings "SeJJ for $10 and much

for up to $10" in fine art

more

PAR. 23. Through the use of the aforesaid representations and
others similar thereto but not speciIical1y set forth, respondents 11aY8

represented c1iredly or by implicfttion that the selling price of the

products is reduced from rcspondents ' Jormer price or that of others
and that a sayings is afforded in the purchase or the adn' rtised
merchandise.

AH. 2-1-. In truth and in fact the selling prices of the products so
described and advertised arc the usual and custornary retail prices
of said merchandisc.

Therefore, the statements , representations and practices set forth
hereiJl WE're and are unfair , false , misleading and deceptive.

PAR. 23. In the further course ancl conduct. of their business , and
for the pnrpose of inducing' the Imrdl se thereof : respondents have
advertisC'd , represented and described the Praying l\lantis as
Nature s :3Iiracle 'EATS UP' destructive insects in your garden,

and will eliminate VDl'ious kinds of harmful insects , such as borers
mites , maggots and apanese beetles. The acl,-ertisements also refer
to the Praying :JJantis as a ';1\ ew Biological Control ::JcthocF and
this remarkable proven mEthod of Biologica.l Control" and recom-

mends coverage of three mantis egg cases for an a.verage home lot
60 x 100,

PAH. 20. Through the USE of the aJol'csaid statements and others
similar thereto , but not spe( lficHll v set forth : respondents han: repre-
sented that the use of the Praying ::Iantis \fill frce an average home
garden of most. insec: pest.s, including horers, mites , maggots and
Japanese beetles and is an eiTecti\T and tested means of controlling
vegetation by bacteria and insects.

AH. 27. In truth and in fact , the Praying 1\lantis , as directed by
respondents , is not all efIective or tc-:stecl means of controlling vege-

tation b:y bacteria and ins0.cts

, ,,-

iJl not free a garden of most insect
pest.s and is not a. "Biological Contror' since t.he tEnD imp1ies a
method of scientific control applied to a specifi situation after
a.dequate; l'csr:arch sampling and testing.

Tll8 us'.; by respondents of the aioresaid statements and rcpresenta-
tions hflS the tendency flnd the capacity to misJead Hnd deceive pur-
chasers of the Praying jlnntis eggs with respect to the effcac ' of
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these Praying i\Iantis egg'3 in eliminating most insect IH'sts and
thereby induces the purch,lse of substantial quantities thel' of.

Therefore, the stat.ements: representations Hnel practices set forth

herein wcre and are : Unfflil', false : misleading and c1eceptiYc.
PAn. 28. In the course, 'l1l1 conduct of their l.msiness and ill order

to induc2 the sale thereof : respol1l1ents ndvcnised the Lac1~- Bird
Beetle as capable of eliminating a variety of insect pests including

little black ants , white grnlJ : mole cricket , corn ear y,orm or female
fruit worm nnc1 Japanese Beetle. Snic1 advertisements direct tIiC llser
to open !l can of beetles and place it in the cent e1' of Ow. area in

,,'

hich insect control is desired and states tlwt this is a '; Proyen
Biological Control :\Iethoc1 l1serl by the -c::litec1 States Department
of Agriculture.

PA! . 28. In truth awl in fact the Lac1Y Bird Dl'nlc: Iyill not
eliminate all the aforesaid insect pests and tlle placing of one can
of L aly Bird Bcetles is not an cIT'(,ctivc , prOH' ll Hllll 1csted mef11.
of scientifjc control and is not a method of scientific control lIsed and
endorsed by the United State ; Drpartmcllt of AgrIculture.

The us by respondents of the aforesaid misl'eprpsrntation has the'
tenclcnc ' and capacity to mislead and cleceiye purchfisPl'S of Lady
l3ird Beetles with respect to the efllcac \" of Lady Bird B(' l't!(' S in
eliminating insect pests and thereb~" inlluCL' s the purchnse of sub-
stantia) quantities th( l'eof.

Therefcre, the statp.mc llt, representations ancl practices set iorth

herein "y('re : and arc : unfair, false , Jnislcacling and drc2ptiYP.
1', \n. 3G. The llse by the l'e'spcmdpnts of the flforesaid fnlse' mis-

leading and c1eceptin: statcJlent : representations and practiccs h
had, and now has thp capacity. and tcnrlenc~' to misle::cl membcrs oJ'

t.he purchasing pnblic int ) the cnoneons nml mistflkcll ucJie:r thnt
such staL:lnents \ycre :llcl I1re true 1lc1 into the pl1rChfl5C of snbstfln-

tial Cluarditics of respolHlr'nts aic1 merchandise by rC,;.50 i of s,:.ic1

C1TOlWOllS and mistnkrn beljef.
PAR. :31. '1218 afo1' 5aicl (lets and pract:ces of thc respondents

IYC1'(' a lc1 arc to t1H pl'cjU(;iCl' and 11llllr~- oJ the, pubiic and of 1'C-

spond(:ntc; cornp( titors f1ml constitntecL and nOI'\ cO;Ftitnte. unfair
nwthods 01 competition in C0ll1nP1'Ce. ,'cncl nnLlir and c1l cq:ltin' lctS

md practices ill commel'C, . in y:ol:ltion or S('CtiO l 5 (it") (1'\ of the
FN1enl1 Tl'.lc1e Commission \ct.

1)1:Cr8HlS \XD OrwEI:

The Federal Trade Co:mnission hilYl;lg initintell an :ll:estigation
of certain acts and practices of the l't'sponc1c:1ts r:nrncc1 in the- captio:;l
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hereof, and the respondents having been furnished thercafter with
a copy of a draft of compbint. "\,hich the. Xc"\y York Regional Offce
proposed to present to the Commission for its consideration and

which , if issned by the Commission , would charge respondents with
violation of the FederaJ Tl'nde Commission Act; and the rrsponc1ents
and cOlllsel for the Commission haying thereafter execl1tl d an

agreement containing a. consent order , an admission by l'E'spondents

of all the jurisdictional facts sd forth in the aforesaid draft of
complaint it statemcnt thfit tl18 signing or said agreement is for
settlement purposes only fU1Cl does not constitute an admission by
respondents that the law has been Yiolatc(l as lllJegecl in such com-
plaint, and 'ValVeI'S and other provisions as required by the Commis-
sion s rules; and

The Commission having there,after considered t110 matter and
having determined that it l1adl'eason to br1i( Ye th t the rcspondents

have violated the said Arr ; ane1 that comp1aint should i lW stating
its charges in that respect , and haying thrrellpon accepted t w exe..

cutcd conse1lt agl'eC mcnt iillc1 phcec1 snch agreement all th: pnhlic
record for H pe1'io(l of thlJt y (30) c1ays now jn furtlwr conformit
with the procedure pn'sctibecl in Section 34(b) of its 1'uJe.3. thL

Commission lwreby issues its complaint in the form contcmpbtccl
by nid agn-:cmcnt , make-'s the fol1O\Ying jurisdictional nncblgs. fl:lc1

enters the follo\\- in!! order:
1. Hesponclent ,y orld Art: Group: Inc.. is a corporarion org' flnizec1.

esisting : llcl doing busi1l:3s under anel by yirtlH' 01 the h' ys of thl
State of ConnectiCllt \yith its principal oIiicr flJ:Cl phce of bllsincss

Ioeated a 2 First Strec t. East \'onyalk. Connecticut.
H(:spondent : Standard .:\.mel'iCfal Sllppliers. J 11C. , is ;l. corEH).' ;njOlJ

orgi1Jizec1) existiJlg and dojng businC'ss lmc1el. i1J1ct 1):,- ,-i:TGC' of tht'

1aws of the Sti1tc oJ Xe,\

- \_

ork \\-ith its pl'incipHl ofrcc ,u,c1 P:JCC or

business 10CJtcd f't t 1 J nrk .:\n' JHIC "- Y 01';:. :\C'\\- Y O1'

Respondent, Curtis Ach.crrising- Compnll~-, Inc. is i1 COJ'POl',lt:O

organized , existillg flnd clving business HIlder and by yirme oJ tlJe

b"\ys of the State oj" "Xc,,, York "\rith its principal offce ftll1 phCl
business loc.ated at 1 Park _AVPllllC. \ p,y YOl'L ew York

Jicsp01ldi'llt , La\Yl'ellCe R. Cllrtis , is president of s;1 (1 COl'pOl'1tl'

respo2H1rnb. 1-1(; :fGnnubt2-3 din'cts arId cO 1tl'ol': the pDlici 2:: act3

and practices c r suicl COJ'pG:T, tc n:spolldcnr

2. The l;' ec1('lf J Trade C\mlElissioll has inJ'i :(Ll'tioH of L:,=, :

matte!' of this procc(-;chng ,1ild 0:: the rrspo21dcllts : ,\llcl th

' p..

oce2cliJ\

is in the public j:;tcl'l'

'" ", :::-.,,:,
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ORDER

It '1:8 O1ylel'ecl That respondents \Vorlel Art Gronp, Inc. , a eor-
poration; Standard American Suppliers , Inc. , fL corporation; Curtis
Advertising Company, Inc. , a corporation; and Lawrence R. Curtis
individually and as an aiIecY' of sa.id corporations , or trading under
any otlier name or names, and respondents ' agents , representatives
employees: and successors and assigns , directly or through any cor.
pOl' ate or other device, in connection \vith the advertising, offering

for sale, sale or distribution of paintings , "\Iatches or any othel'
products in comm('l'cr: , as ;' commerce" is c1el-ined ill the Fcdrral Tl'ac1(

Commission Act, as amcncl~c1 : do fort.hwith crase and c1c'sist. from:
1. :Failing to nwlm ship1nents of advertised goods or mcrchan-

(lise \vithin 21 clays from the elate of rpceipt of any order and
pa,yment thercof where; no tin18 period for shipment is stated in
an ndvertiscment OT' circular, nnd "\"hen no shipment is made:

within the d( signatpd time period, failing prOlnpUy to notify

cllstomer of a cl~1ny iJml ofl' eJ to rptllrll t11e full purclwsc pricr;
thereof to the purchaser \vithin 1;3 c1a s of the rEceipt of sEic1

reqllest.
2. Failing, when l' ql1ested, in connection \yith merchandise

advertised with a guarantee of satisfaction or money-bflck guar-
antee. , to refund the p( l'Chase price in full of merchandise \yithin
the t.ime specified in respondents: acin:rtisc.ments, and if no time
is spc cificcl, within a, reasona blc time not to ( xc8ec1 21 days; or
failing to mnke any other rdunds to "\yllich the purchaser is en.
titled within 13 days from thc date of the rcceipt of the l'CCll1cst

for sllch refund.
3. Hepresenting c1in:ctly or by implication:

a) that any amount is respondents ' usual and customar
retail price of lW:l'clwnclisc unless such amount is the pricp,
at which the merchandise JUtS been llsnally n.nd customarily
sold at retail by respondents in the reccnt regular conrse of
business,

b) that any saving is afforded in the purchase" of mer-

chandise Irom thc respondents ' retail price nnless the price
at which the mcrclmndis( is oilered constitutcs a reduction
from th( price at "\\hich said merchandise is usuall r and
cnstomarily soJc1 at retail by the sponclcnts in the n Cl' Jlt

regnlar course of business.

c) that any amount of savings is ayai1fbJe to pnrchasers
of respondents ' :lCI\ el'tisecl goods or 111el'Clmnclisf' : or t1w

amonnts b:v which the price of merchandise has bcen n
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eluced either from the price at whicll it has been usua.l1y and

customarily sold by respondents in the recent l'cgulal' course
of bustncss or fronl the price at which it has been usual1y

and customarily sold at retail ill the trade area where the
representation \vas marle.

4. USil1g the words:
Our lowest pl'C'c cvcr
R.eg111ar value

Originally
aH-Price sale

Savings
or Hny other "\yards or terms of similar import in connection
with prices of merchandise unless such prices arc those at. which
the merchandise has been sold by respondents in the recent

regular course of bujncss or unless such prices Hrc those at
which the merchandise hflS usually and cllstoma.rily been sold
uy respondents at retaii.

D. Failing to lnailltain and to furnish \rh8n n qllestcc1 full rlnc1

adequate rccords ,,,hiLh disclose the fads upon wh:ch any state-
ment! claim , olIor or representation of the types described ill
Paragraphs :3 and 4 ahOY8 is based for a period of one year im..
mediately prior to the publication of any adyeltisc;Inent con-
tainirtg sue h e1aims.

G. Hepresenting directly OJ' by implication that:
(:1) The products knO\vn or described as " lagllifjcent

Antique BcetllOvEiI Music 5c1'0115" " OJc1c ,"uti')1!e liaI'

Clock

" "

DecorativE'- Antique :JIaps" or an:'7 othcr product
Imo\\.n or describ(\d as "Antique" arc antiques , lUlIes:: snch
product or article is all anti(llH \v1thin the ofFicial data oj'
f'tatistics of the United States Tariff Act of 1830.

(b) Any product described as a '; 5 ill 1 Fruit Cockta.il
Tree" or any similar product which is represented as ca-
pable of producing multi-fruits, can be easily gTo"\yn wil1

produce plentiful fruit during the )"coar or from summer to
fall or ,dll OTOW nnd sllrviye in any hardiness zone.

) Any roc1Hct represented ilnd/or aclverti ed as 
Swiss Sport flnc1 Stop ,Yatch:' or by any other name is of

10 karat gold fill JleSS or any karat clei'ignntion in excess of

that "\yhich it actmJly contains or that the: "\vatch is glliLran-
teerl wiihont. specificany rliscJosing any limitatiolls, fll1:t1ii--

cations and/or sp:'Vicc charges pertaining to sfliel gmllantee,
(d) Th(' Hemul'kablc Lad ' Bird BeC't1( :' or an)- similar

insect controls, eliminah:s or rids gal'lE ns or f:EJ1S of dc-



618 FEDERAL TRADE CO?vlM.ISSTQ:\T DECI'SIONS

Deci..::ioll and Order so F.

St.l'llctlYC insect pests , including ,Tal1:1JleSe Beetles , 01' consti-
tutes a proven method of biological plant control used by
any governmental agency lncluding the -cnitcd St:tes De-
partment of Agricnltllre.

(e) Thl: Praying ::Uantis or any similar insect contl'ols
eEminatcs 01' rid,': gal'clrllS of such clestl'l1C'tl"lT garden in-
sects as borers , mites : maggots or Japanese Beetles , 01' that
it is 11, l1CYI' llrthoc1 of biological plant control.

It is ordere(l That respondents maintain full and adequate records
which disclose. t.he facts from which any statement. claim : offer 01'

representation pertaining to amount 01' sin-ings : reduction of price
lowest price : haH-price sale or simibl' representations and chims. is
based , for a period of onc year innnc(liatel:r prior to the Pllblicatirm
of any advertisement containing such claims.

It ,is .h'-1'tlWi' onleTed. Thilt respondents sha11 l'ortl1\vith clrliYl' r and
distributr a copy of this order to al1 present. and futuJ'e' personnel of
respondents concerned ,,'ith the promotion and snJe of Ilwl'c1wndise
or in any aspect of pn:p uation : crention or pbcing or ndn:J'tisiJJg
and to all operating clivisions subsiclinries and nHilifltrs of s:lid
corporations.

It is further ordered. That responclrnts notif~' the CDmLli i(m n

least thilty (30) days prior to any proposccl ('h,\l e ill tlw COrpOl'l

respondent sneh as dissoll1tion. assigllTlcnt or sale 1'0snlt1:lg ill thl'
emergencl of a successor corporation. the cn' fltion or dissoldioll of
S11bsicliarirs or all~' other change in the, rorpOl'ntioll \yhich :m:l : ::iIC'ct

compliance obligations nri:'ing ont of thp order.
It 'is flo;/hel' ordered, That each respondent shnlL '.ri hiE i:,t:\

(GO) (1a s after seryjcc )OJl tlwUl of this order. file 'yjth the Co:n-
mission a report in \yritillg. setting forth ill detail the mal~l11'r and

form in \\.hicl1 the ' lln\"( ('(jlnpli( cl w th thc orc1(, l' to Cl' e ; ,lld clc-
si:st contnined hcrcin.

I X THE 1Li.TTER or
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