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i : IN THE MATTER OF 

I : 
FILTRATION MANUFACTURING, INC., ET AL. I , 

I ! 
I 

' I CONSENT ORDER, ETC., IN REGARD TO ALLEGED VIOLATION OF 
SEC. 5 OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION ACT 

Docket C-3702. Complaint, Jan. 6, 1997--Decision, Jan. 6, 1997 

This consent order prohibits, among other things, an Alabama-based corporation 
I· and three of its officers from making any representation regarding the 

: ! performance, health or other benefits, or efficacy of air cleaning products, and 
from using the name "Allergy. 2000" or any other trade names that represents 
that such products will relieve allergy symptoms, unless the respondents 
possess competent and reliable scientific evidence to substantiate such 
representations. 

Appearances 

For the Commission: Brinley H Williams and Michael Milgram. 
For the respondents: Thomas Collins, Jr., Cleveland, OH. 

/ 

COMPLAINT 

The Federal Trade Commission, having reason to believe that 
Filtration Manufacturing, Inc., a corporation, and Gary L. Savell, 
Horace R. Allen, and Brandon R. Clausen, individually and as 
officers of said corporation ("respondents"), have violated the 
provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act, and it appearing to 
the Commission that a proceeding by it in respect thereof would be 
in the public interest, alleges: 

PARAGRAPH 1. Respondent Filtration Manufacturing, Inc., is 
an Alabama corporation with its principal office or place of business 
at 1110 Montlimar Place, Suite 290, Mobile, Alabama. 

Respondent Gary L. Savell is the President, Chief Executive 
Officer, and an owner and director of the corporate respondent. His 
principal office or place of business is the same as that of the 
corporate respondent. Individually or in concert with others, he 
formulates, directs, and controls the acts and practices of the 
corporate respondent, including the acts and practices alleged in this 
complaint. 
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Respondent Horace R. Allen is the Secretary, Treasurer, and an . 
owner and director of the corporate respondent. His principal office 
or place ofbusiness is the same as that of the corporate respondent. 
Individually or in concert with others, he formulates, directs, and 
controls the acts and practices of the corporate respondent, including 
the acts and practices alleged in this complaint. 

Respondent Brandon R. Clausen · is the Vice President, and an 
owner and director of the corporate respondent. His principal office 
or place ofbusiness is the same as that of the corporate respondent. 
Individually or in concert with others, he formulates, directs, and 
controls the acts and practices of the corporate respondent, including 
the acts and practices alleged in this complaint. 

PAR. 2. Respondents have manufactured, labeled, advertised, 
promoted, offered for sale, sold, and distributed the "Allergy 2000" 
air filters. 

PAR. 3. The acts and practices of respondents alleged in this 
complaint have been in or affecting commerce as "commerce" is 
defined in Section 4 of the Federal Trade Commission Act. 

PAR. 4. Respondents have disseminated or have caused to be 
disseminated advertisements and promotional materials for the 
Allergy 2000 air filters, including but not necessarily limited to the 
attached Exhibits A through G. These advertisements contain the 
following statements and depictions: 

o< 

1. Prescribe the ultimate in care for your patient1s indoor air today! 

* * * 
Clearly improving the quality of air your patients breathe can be an important 

step to improving their overall health. 
How? By prescribing the Allergy 2000 air conditioning filter. This super high 

efficiency four-stage electrostatic air filter with advanced state-of-the-art materials 
and a computerized design to provide the perfect mixture of air filtration and air 
flow. 

Studies by independent labs have confirmed that the Allergy 2000 gathers an 
exceptionally wide range of indoor contaminants, including microscopic germ­
carrying particles of 5 microns or less. By contrast, most commercially purchased 
fiberglass filters are only 7% efficient in stopping dirt, dust, pollen, etc. passing 
through it, according to ASHRAE. 

The extremely low resistance of the Allergy 2000 means less strain on the air 
conditioning unit, which means higher efficiency and energy savings-so it can 
literally pay for itself! (Exhibit A .) 

2. Isn't it time you stopped leaving your family's health up in the air? 
Introducing the amazing Allergy 2000. The last air conditioning filter you'll 

ever buy. 

* * * 
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Superior arrestance capability, 83% average with 85% peak. Superior loading 
capacity, 150 grams holding capacity. 

* * * 
The ultimate care for your air! 
The Allergy 2000 represents the absolute state-of-the-art in air conditioning 

filter technology, providing the perfect mixture of air filtration and air flow. 
Scientific studies have shown that it gathers an exceptionally wide range of indoor 
contaminants, including microscopic germ-carrying particles. In fact, the 
ALLERGY 2000 can be paid for by some health insurance when prescribed by a 
doctor! Considering all the contaminants floating around in the air, installing an 
ALLERGY 2000 may be the best thing you will ever do for the health of you and 
your family. (Exhibit B.) 

3. Traps allergy causing contaminants: Dust, Pollen, Mold Spores, Pet Dander 
& Smoke. 

* * * 
Traps more particles while maintaining greater air flow. 

* * * 
For a cleaner, healthier indoor environment! (Exhibit C.) 
4. The Ultimate Care for your indoor air! 

* * * 
Among the lowest initial resistance in the industry, .13, meaning less strain on 

the unit, higher efficiency and energy savings. 
* * * 

Your indoor pollution solution! (Exhibit D.) 
5. The cold and flu season, traditionally only associated with the winter months 

(when people are forced to stay indoors), has gradually expanded to almost year­
round. Why? One key factor may well be that buildings are now much more tightly 
sealed and energy efficient. They just don't "breathe" like they used to, and the air 
in them is more polluted than ever. . .. 

What can you do to help? Plenty. You can treat these illnesses before they 
become illnesses. You can treat the cause instead of the effects. You can treat the 
air. 

How? By prescribing the Allergy 2000 air filter for your patients suffering 
from sinus or respiratory ailments. The Allergy 2000's unique design and 
construction removes many allergy and disease-causing contaminants from the air 
before they're inhaled. The result-a cleaner, healthier indoor environment. 
(Exhibit E.) 

6. Constructed of durable space-age materials, ALLERGY 2000's unique 
design uses static electricity to attract and hold indoor pollutants and germ-carrying 
particles of 5 microns or less. 

* * * 
Superior arrestance capabilities, 85% peak. 
Superior loading capacity, 150 grams psi. (Exhibit F.) 
7. DID YOU KNOW ... 
-- That common house dust is more dangerous than outside dust? 

(Environmental Protection Agency.) 
--That indoor air is found to be up to 70 times more polluted than outdoor air? 
-- That 50% of all illnesses are either caused or aggravated by polluted indoor 

air? (American College of Allergists.) (Exhibit G.) 
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PAR. 5. Through the use of the trade name, Allergy 2000, and the 
statements and depictions contained in the advertisements and 
promotional materials referred to in paragraph four, including but not 
necessarily limited to the advertisements and promotional materials 
attached as Exhibits A through G, respondents have represented, 
directly or by implication, that: 

A. Use of the Allergy 2000 filter will substantially reduce the 
incidence of allergies caused by indoor allergens under household 
living conditions. 

B. Use of the Allergy 2000 filter will substantially reduce the 
amount of disease-causing germs in the air people breathe under 
household living conditions. 

C. Use of the Allergy 2000 filter will substantially reduce the 
incidence of disease caused by germs in the air people breathe under 
household living conditions. 

D .. People living in homes using the Allergy 2000 air filter will be 
healthier and have fewer illnesses than they would if a conventional 
filter were used. 

E. The Allergy 2000 air filter removes substantially all of the 
airborne contaminants, including allergens, from the air people 
breathe under household living conditions. 

F. Replacement of conventional air filters with the Allergy 2000 
will result in lower utility bills for households. .. 

PAR. 6. Through the use of the statements and depictions 
contained in the advertisements and promotional materials referred to 
in paragraph four, including but not necessarily limited to the 
advertisements and promotional materials attached as Exhibits A 
through G, respondents have represented, directly or by implication, 
that at the time they made the representations set forth in paragraph 
five, respondents possessed and relied upon a reasonable basis that 
substantiated such representations. 

PAR. 7. In truth and in fact, at the time they made the 
representations set forth in paragraph five, respondents did not 
possess and rely upon a reasonable basis that substantiated such 
representations. Therefore, the representation set forth in paragraph 
six was, and is, false and misleading. 

PAR. 8. The acts and practices of respondents as alleged in this 
complaint constitute unfair or deceptive acts or practices and the 
making of false advertisements in or affecting commerce in violation 
of Section 5(a) ofthe Federal Trade Commission Act. 
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physiciau, 
you know the 
problems tltese 
.Urbomc contaJni· 

''" ' .1.J VQ\1 o!lsu 1-nuw th;ll illllWr air i> round IU 

. , -? •·.• "t/wn~s 11101~ p11Uu1cd than outdoor ;tir?' 
Or L~•t 50% or all illnesses are either caused or 
.: ~~1.1\.!I~J by polluted indoor air?" 

Ck:!rly. improving improving tl1e quality of air 
~our pJt.icms br,atlte can be ;!Jt'i!nponant step to 
impro,·ing tlteir overall health. 

How' D y prescribing ll1e Allergy 2000 air 
conditl('ning fille r. lllis super lligh efficiency 
iour·;:~2e 'lcctrostatic air filter which advanced 
st~tc·c(the·an materials and a computerized design 
:.J p!ol·;~~ th' perfect mixture of air fill!ation 
~~d ;;.ir llow. 

St~~!~s by independent labs have ~Onlirmcd that 
·J• ~ :\!!~rgy :!000 gathers an e~ceptionally wide 
:.c:f' ::":!:door colll:unimllls. including microscopic 
§~ ::::· : .~~~·ing pi111ides of 5 microns 
:·: :~, ; oy -:onllaSt, IIIOSt COlli· 

:::·!: :i.:!!~· purchased fiberglass 
:·:: r~r; :'.!c only 7% efficient in 
; topping din. dust, poUen, 
e~-: . rming duough 

llte display aJTurds your patients l'oi>Y ·"'· : · · · • 

colorful and il!formative Allergy 2WJ l•1•:. h·!1 
As a physician, you've seen the l' lt•l•ku•. 

by all tlte tlt.ings going ;~Juund iu thl· ;u1 i ;. · 
a new measure of relief- 01c lllk1~ :: ~' "'' 
air conditionillg ftller. ll'e'/1 cutrh 11. 1·, t.·•· 
patients do. 

lijsika\' 2b.oo:·· 
tl"ll '·i · :c..!-:: 
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ISN'T IT.JUH 
YOU STOPND :· 

LEAVING YOUR 
FAMILY'S HEAL111 
UP-IN THE AIR? 

Introducing the amazing 
Allergy 2000. 
· The last 

air conditioning filter 
you'll ever buy! 

Dull, pollen, mold spores, 
pel dander and smoke. These aie 
just a few of the comaminonts you 
breathe every Day-inside your 
homes, workplaces: anywhere 
you're indoors. As buildings 
become more energy efficient, llte 
indoor pollution problem will 
only gel worse. 

Permanent. .. lifetime 
guarantee! 

Constructed of durable space age 
materials, the ALLERGY 2000's compulerize"d~~ 
peak and valley design uses the narural phenom~ 
enon of static electricity to aur·acr'and hold indoor 
pollutants. There's NO FOAM 10 clog, degrade or 
replace~ver! Since your ALLERGY 2000 has a 
lifetime guarantee, it's literally the last air conditioning 
filter you'll ever b~y! 

II 
Amo11g the lowest resistance 
in the mdustry! . 

Th~ 1111iquc tlesign of the ALLERGY 2000 gives it an 
initial r~sistancc of . I~. among the lowest inlhc industry! 
l11is means less straiu ·on the opmtiug unil, much higher 
dfkkn~y. aud energy s~vin~s. 

En::;y to install. 
E<tsy to rhaintain. 

. Your ALLERGY 2000 
installs ~~ easiiy as any dispos­
ab,le air conditioning filter. A~d 
il cie~ns in a snap: simply back 
w~sh with light water hose spray 

~,.r 
;;' '. ( ...... ~.,~.!,Y···¥'~ ... 

~~ .... 
f..":'-''!t.., . - -, 
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to release p~rticles. Since it uses 'no roam, it cleans IOO'h · 
· ....... ·every time. ·Best of all, the ALLERGY 

· ~000 is an environmentally friendly 
product, because there's nuthing to 
.dispose ofl 

FO!WLESS TNI1ring m11fi1. 
No clogglflg Of dlgtacUIIon-tver. 

Clflnt 100"- •v• l)' rlmt. 

Polypllu chrrg•d " J1 and 
comp<Jioriztd pUk lndYIIiq 

d1sign. Cltd,., 1il!>om1 panic"• 
whiff llowfnv maximum lit flow. 

Mold Spores .Pel Dander At:lll.:ln 

Cellulose: Housedust Miles Da~ r r:Jn 

Cotlon Fragmonls: l'="itJ~r,;l: l'~· 

Linen Feathers Lycra 
Kapok Moll1s t lyloll 

Jute Cockroaches 0 11'::111 

Wood Spiders nayr;n 

Pollen Silverlisll SDa' •'J~ · 
Fleas P C'i11t 

Mosquitoes Plil~ lw 

Silk r lu\,ll ll.'l 

Fells Smf)k" 

Furs r:ul•pl.• 

" 1 Wool 
Mohair 

The ultimate care fur )'l •\11 .tit 
The ALLERGY 1000 t cprcst·r~l~ the· ·'''·+ ·· 

state-of·lhe·~l1 in air conditi un i11~ Iii I·:~ l•:•:hu .. • 
providing !he perfect mix lut e of ~i r liilrall'.lll ·"' ' 
now. Scientific studies have Sh\JWII ' ""'" •·'' '' .. 

exceptionaliy''o"ide range uf induur (""'a"""·''''. 
including microscopic gertn·C31 r yin~ 1''" ' '·:1·:- I· 
the ALLERGY 2000 can be paid for by 1""'·: 1.·: 
insurance when prescribed by a duei•.u! (on ., ! ., .. 
the contaminants floating around in the ai1. 111-' ,, .. . 
an ALLERGY 2000 may be lhe besl lhing ,.,.,, · ,;, 
do for the healllt of you and your fa111i ly. 

12X 12 
12X 20 
12X 24 
12X 25 
14 X20 
14 X 24 
14 X 25 
14 X 30 

l5 X 20 
16 X lu 
16 X 20 

20 :.; 21 
20 .': ·:; 
2(1 X Y• 
2•1 .\ 2 I 
24 ,'\ ,'i r i 

··'''o·· ·'26. \ ' . ~~ I ' 



=tllfation Manufacturing Inc. 
P. 0. Box 1025 • Andalusia, AL 36420 

v" Environme11tally lricndl.1· .. · 
No foam to clog, clt>fjl il il·.' , ., 
replace-fJverl 

v" Saves on energy bills :m el . 
ex. tends tire life of N C .inti 
/rea ling u11its. 

v" Traps more particles wlriiCJ 
maintililling gteatcr ;r it "'"':. 

v"Paid'for by s.ome /re,,/1/1 
insura11ce wlren pC!rsctiiJC'Cl 
by a doctor. 

PERMANENT 
AIR co·NDITIONINGJ 

~ - :··._· .,. F·I'·LTER ·· 
F'or A Cleaner, Healthier Indoor Environment! 

· r- oooo 19 
Clt;aning lnstructio~JS . ..,®.ss"'r0 ~~~:~~,J~ ,;·~~·: 
S.lt.kwJsll ott are ular basrs WJfh a war~r hose. . uuoeovlfllt~ns·l.M'•.·w·.r·.: 
It ~ApoSed lo smofe orgreass, sptay wrlh B tmld degreaser ~L AS r') rv.r...,.ti.t.''\11 . 
J ·men bac~wash. c.1 , ·:·: i' · 
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EXHIBITD 

Anergy 2000 Logos 
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Logos 
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INVEST It<! 
YOURFAMU. 

HEALTH! 

YOUR INDO 
POLLUTIO. 
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SOLUnOf' 

FOAMLES~ 
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WARRAN1 
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FILTER YOU 
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EXHIBITE 

Filtration MFG. Inc . 
Pennanent Ak Fitter 

Sample Cover Letter 

Dear Name o£Pbysician: 

As you wdl know, c:brooic respiratocy am albgy«lated problems make up a sigoificac 
portion of CIOIDIDOGly trc:all:d illnesses..Airbome Ml!tm!jmnts uotooly aggmvare typical. 
albgy aod bayfew:r symptoms, bat also can c:ray gams wbich may be responsible for., 

: bostof OCher sinus and te$piratay~ 

The cold and fiu season, tradwonally oaly associaied with 1he winta monlhs (when peo_~: 
are forced ro stay indoors), b3s ~Y eJqlillldc:d robe almost year-roaud.. why? 
Ooe key factor may well be 1bat baildiDgs are now much~ tigbtly sea1ed arid eoezgy 
efficient. They just don't ~"like cbey used to, and 1he air in 1hem is more pollmcd 
dum ever. 

. . 
What can you do ro help? Plemy. You can treattbcscillnesse$ before cbeybecomcillncs: 
You can tiC3t the cause iusGead Oidlceft'ccu. You_ can treat die air. · · 

How? Bypesaibiilg dleAibgy:lro)air~foryourpatiems ~from sinus 
orrespilatmy ailmcms. TbeA]Jqy:lro)'s UDiqae design aod~<Xi~ 
many albgy and~ oor.«aminants from die airbcf~ dlcy'ie inhaled. 
Tbc IeSUit: a~ bealdD::riodoar eaviroamcul. · · 

Tbc eax:losed brodmre will rdl yoU ~As-)"'Ol'U-. aD. we ask« )'Ollis avuy siaal 
amotmt of space in your waiJiDg area for asmallack wbich holdS.AJJcriy:lro) 1m:bDi 
'lbat'sit. . . 

So why uotgetwidl die popu1 Wo'U povide ~ Wiih~FREB.Aibgy:lro) air~ 
(jost rdl.us the si2le )W accd)tioag wilh a FREB CCUDII:rJ:l!Ck aod ~ byour· 
waiDag room. You'll I10Cice the dift'<'m!Ce-aod so~ yourpaDciltsl 

I 
'Ibank you very much for your time aod c:ousideralion. 

- _... .. . 
Sincercly, 

(- OUOC!2 , 
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• Nofoaml 
• Low Initial Resistance, .13 

. • Superior Arrestance Capablllti~ · 
. 85%peak · . 

• Superior Loading. Capacity, 
150 grams psi 

• Tough, Ufetime Construction 

Complaint 123 F.T.C. 

EXHIBITF 

AMONG THE 
LOWEST 

INI11AL .. RE$15TANCE 
IN DIE INDUSTRY! 

.. - .. - - -
-

·. 

~ - -. t ' • 
... ,, G, ~ 8 ..... ,.,.;" 'I L :-

f" .:: ·. :: 



M DID YOU KNOW ... 
M 

-That common 
house dust 

is more dangerous 
~ thmi outside dust? 
< (Enyirorunental Protection Agency) 
E-< 
~ 

cj - -That indoor air 

~ is found to be 
up to 70 times more polluted 

6 · · than outdoor arr? 

~ c.:> (Envirorun~ntal Protection Agency) 
..... 

E-< c ·; - -That 50% of all illnesses 0. p:) 

< E ........ 

~ 
0 ~ are either u ~ caused or wgravated ~ 

~ 
·by !co uted 
in oor air? 

~ (American College Of Allergists) 

~ 
-That nine out of ten ~ system failures 

....:I are caused by ....... 
~ dirt 

and dust? 
(Louisiana Cooperative &tension) 

t"'\ 
N 

.n.u·~ • ZVlHi r nn vn;n ... A ""'"'~•· 

Low lnlilal reslslanct, .13 

SuperJor arras lance 
capabiiiUea, 851'o peak 
IHt ttancl, 83Y. average 

Supvrlor loadin; capacliy, 
150 grams por squall 

FOAMLESS lillorlng modla 

Filler coflauuclecJ ol 
opaco 1g1 rna <erial 

Computerized pook and 
valley dos'lfn ol 
polypropylent lab.rlc 

Polyglass charged cell 

UleUmt warranlr 

. Environmentally 
· lrtendly 

ALLERGY 2000 Oistribvlod By: 

l.OIJ JVoln on operaUng unll, 
belltr elllclency, energy 
tavlpgo 

Exlendo me of coli• 111d 
unlt, aav" tner;y. dean.r 
llld cooler Indoor onvlronmtnl 

L.arger galherlng c:apecJiy 
of airborne ptrUcJIJ, fan 
l11quent Uller cleaning, •· ·\ 
malnt.lnt lower '"''lane~ 

·No clogging or dogradaUon 
wllhlnJIIIer, cloDilt 100% : 
every llmt, malnlalnolow 
Initial fnlsla/We 

Ufellmo ~~~~""teed produce 

. 1-1ore e!f~cuv; fllttaU.oo and 
·air now, ollch., ilrtorno 
palllclet In vaHoyt - ollowt 
mulm~m air !low 10 

. conU~u! over peale 1re11 . . 

Largo charged. ou~o~ ·area . 
to galhtr pallid•~ lora clt~tr 
aod cooler air 

··cine Urn• purcllut, 
AUtrgy 2000 r;an ~ INiitd 

· orrecondiUonid U you move 
or purdiast.nlw equipment 

' •, . 

Htlpt,tnvlronmtp~ · . 
nover btcomtl part of· · 
I landiUI . · . 

· ·!&~ b .......... '¢I 
.... •"'''': iuulC.nllUIII' 

®0 ........... 

nL ---•-y MTO""""'"""-.y 

' ·""'' ll/Pl 
Cl '993 Filtrelion Manufsc:turlng 
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DECISION AND ORDER 

The Federal Trade Commission having initiated an investigation 
of certain acts and practices of respondents, Filtration Manufacturing, 
Inc., Gary L. Savell, Horace R. Allen and Brandon R. Clausen, and 
the respondents having been furnished thereafter with a copy of a 
draft of the complaint which the Cleveland Regional Office proposed 
to present to the Commission for its consideration and which, if 
issued by the Commission, would charge respondents with violation 
of the Federal Trade Commission Act; and 

The respondents, their attorneys, and counsel for the Commission 
having thereafter executed an agreement containing a consent order, 
an admission by the respondents of all the jurisdictional facts set forth 
in the aforesaid draft of complaint, a statement that the signing of said 
agreement is for settlement purposes only and does not constitute an 
admission by respondents that the law has been violated as alleged in 
such complaint, and waivers and other provisions as required by the 
Commission's Rules; and 

The Commission having thereafter considered the matter and 
having determined that it had reason to believe that the respondents 
have violated the said Act, and that complaint should issue stating its 
charges in that respect, and having thereupon accepted the executed 
consent agreement and placed such agreement on the public record 
for a period of sixty ( 60) days, now in furt}ler conformity with the 
procedure prescribed in Section 2.34 of its Rules, the Commission 
hereby issues its complaint, makes the following jurisdictional 
finding and enters the following order: 

1. Respondent Filtration Manufacturing, Inc., is a corporation 
organized, existing, and doing business under and by virtue of the 
laws of the State of Alabama with its office and principal place of 
business at 1110 Montlimar Place, Suite 290, Mobile, Alabama. 

Respondent Gary L. Savell is the President, Chief Executive 
Officer, and an owner and director of the corporate respondent. He 
formulates, directs and controls the policies, acts and practices of said 
corporation, and his address is the same as that of said corporation. 

Respondent Horace R. Allen is the Secretary, Treasurer, and an 
owner and director of the corporate respondent. He formulates, 
directs and controls the policies, acts and practices of said 
corporation, and his address is the same as that of said corporation. 














