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444 - Decision and Order

DECISION AND ORDER

The Federal Trade Commission having initiated an investigation
of certain acts and practices of the respondent named in the caption
hereof, and the respondent having been furnished thereafter with a
‘copy of a draft complaint which the Bureau of Consumer Protection
proposed to present to the Commission for its consideration and
which, if issued by the Commission, would charge respondent with
violations of the Federal Trade Commission Act; and -

The respondent, its attorney, and counsel for the Commission
having thereafter executed an agreement containing a consent order,
and admission by the respondent of all the jurisdictional facts set
forth in the draft complaint, a statement that the signing of said
agreement is for settlement purposes only and does not constitute an
admission by respondent that the law has been violated as alleged in
such complaint, or that the facts as alleged in such complaint, other
- than jurisdictional facts, are true, and waivers and other provisions as
required by the Commission's Rules; and

The Commission having thereafter considered the matter and
having determined that it had reason to believe that the respondent
violated the said Act, and that a complaint should issue stating its
charges in that respect, and having thereupon accepted the executed
consent agreement and placed such agreement on the public record
for a period of sixty (60) days, now in further conformity with the
procedure prescribed in Section 2.34 of its Rules, the Commission
hereby issues its complaint, makes the following jurisdictional
findings, and enters the following order:

1. Respondent Kubota Tractor Corporation is a California
corporation with its principal office or place of business at 3401 Del
Amo Boulevard, P.O. Box 2992, Torrance, California.

2. The Federal Trade Commission has jurisdiction of the subject
matter of this proceeding and of the respondent, and the proceeding
is in the public interest.

ORDER
L.

1t is ordered, That respondent, Kubota Tractor Corporation, its
successors and assigns, and its officers, agents, representatives, and
employees, directly or through any corporation, subsidiary, division,
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This order will terminate on April 6, 2019, or twenty (20) years
from the most recent date that the United States or the Federal Trade
Commission files a complaint (with or without an accompanying
consent decree) in federal court alleging any violation of the order,
whichever comes later; provided, however, that the filing of such a
complaint will not affect the duration of this order if such complaint
is filed after the order has terminated pursuant to this Part. Provided,
further, that if such complaint is dismissed or a federal court rules that
the respondent did not violate any provision of the order, and the
dismissal or ruling is either not appealed or upheld on appeal, then the
order will terminate according to this Part as though the complaint
had never been filed, except that the order will not terminate between
the date such complaint is filed and the later of the deadline for
appealing such dismissal or ruling and the date such dismissal or
ruling is upheld on appeal. |
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IN THE MATTER OF
AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, INC.

CONSEN'T ORDER, ETC., IN REGARD TO ALLEGED VIOLATION OF
SEC. 5 OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION ACT

Docket C-3864. Complaint, April 6, 1999--Decision, April 6, 1999

This consent order, among other things, prohibits a California-based corporation
from misrepresenting the extent to which any lawn mower is made in the United
States. .

Participants

For the Commission: Kent Howerton, Laura Koss, and Elame
Kolish.

For the respondent: Harvey Applebaum, Covington & Burling,
Washington, D.C.

COMPLAINT
The Federal Trade Commission, having reason to believe that
American Honda Motor Company, Inc. ("respondent") has violated
the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act, and it appearing
to the Commission that this proceeding is in the public interest,
alleges:

1. Respondent American Honda Motor Company, Inc. is a
California corporation with its principal office or place of business at
1919 Torrance Boulevard, Torrance, California.

2. Respondent has manufactured, advertised, labeled, offered for
sale, sold, and distributed products to the public, including lawn
Mmowers.

3. The acts and practices of respondent alleged in this complaint
have been in or affecting commerce, as "commerce" is defined in
Section 4 of the Federal Trade Commission Act.

4, Respondent has disseminated or has caused to be dissemin-
ated advertisements for its Honda Masters, Honda Harmony II 3-in-1
and Honda Harmony II lawn mowers, including but not necessarily
limited to the attached Exhibits A through C. These advertisements
contain the following statements:

A. Exhibit A, advertisement for Honda Masters
"MADE IN AMERICA BY HONDA" '




