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444 FEDERAL. TRADE COMMISSION DECISIONS 

Complaint 127 F.T.C. 

IN THE MATTER OF 

KUBOTA TRACTOR CORPORATION 

CONSENT ORDER, ETC., IN REGARD TO ALLEGED VIOLATION OF 
SEC. 5 OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION ACT 

Docket C-3863. C.omplaint, Apri/6, 1999--Decision, Apri/6, 1999 

This consent order, among other things, prohibits a California-based corporation 
from misrepresenting the extent to which any lawn and garden tractor, or lawn· and 
garden tracto~ product line, is made in the United States. 

Participants · 

For the Commission: Kent Howerton, Laura Koss, and· Elaine 
Kolish. · 

For the respondent: Richard Briggs, in-~ouse counsel, Gardena, 
CA. 

COMPLAINT 

The Federal Trade Commission, having reason to believe that 
Kubota Tractor Corporation ("respondent") has violated the 
provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act, and it appearing to 
the Commission that this proceeding is in the public interest, alleges: 

1. Respondent Kubota Tractor Corporation is a California 
corporation with its principal office or place of business at 3401 Del 
Amo Boulevard, Torrance, California. 

2. Respondent has manufactured, advertised, labeled, offered for 
sale, sold, and distributed products to the public, including lawn 
tractors. 

3. The acts and·practices of respondent alleged in this complaint 
have been in or affecting commerce, as "commerce" is defined in 
Section 4 of the Federal Trade Commission Act. 

4. ·Respondent has disseminated or has caused to be dissemin­
ated advertisements for its line ofT-Series Lawn Tractors, including 
but not necessarily limited to the attached Exhibits A through D. 
These advertisements contain the following statements: 

Exhibit A, 1998 Full Line Brochure 
"The Kubota T -Series lawn tractors are manufactured at Kubota Manufacturing 
of ~erica in Gainesville, Georgia." 
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Exhibit.B, dealer television commercial 
"The Kubota T -Series - 3 models to choose from .. . Made in America, the 
Kubota T-Series." 

Exhibit C, dealer promotion advertisement 
"T -Series Lawn Tractors 
•Made by Kubota in the U.S.A." 
Photograph of the Tl460 tractor 

Exhibit D, dealer promotion advertisement featuring the T1760 tractor 
"T -Series Lawn Tractors 
•Made by Kubota in the U.S.A .. .. 
•Easy lift 48" mower deck on T1760" 
Photograph of the T1760 tractor 

5. Through the means described in paragraph four, respondent 
has represented, expressly or by implication, that its entire line of 
T -Series Lawn Tractors is made in the United States, i.e., that all, or 
virtually all, of the component parts of each of the T -Series Lawn 
Tractors are made in the United States, and that all, or virtually all, of 
the labor in manufacturing each of the T -S~ries Lawn Tractors is 
performed in the United States. _ 

6. In truth and in fact, model T1760, one ofthe three lawn tractor 
models included in the T -Series, contains significant foreign parts and 
therefore is not all or virtually all made in the United States. · 
Therefore, the representations set forth in paragraph five were, and 
are, false or misleading. 

7. Respond~nt has disseminated or has caused to be 
disseminated advertisements and labeling for its model T1760 lawn 
tractors, incl~ding but not necessarily limited to the attached Exhibits 
D through F. These advertisements and labeling contain the following 
statements: 

Exhibit D, dealer promotion advertisement featuring the T1760 tractor 
"T -Series Lawn Tractors 
• Made by Kubota in the USA . .. 
• Easy lift 48" mower deck on T1760" 
Photograph of the Tl760 tractor 

Exhi~it E, dealer ad planner page 
"Kubota T1760 17 HP ._ . . 
•Made by Kubota in the USA" 

Exhibit F, serial plate for Model T1760 
"Made in U.S.A." 

8. Through the means described in paragraph s·even, respondent 
has represented, expressly or by implication, that its 'model T1760 
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lawn tractor is made in the United States, i.e., that all, or virtually all, 
of the component parts of the model Tl760 lawn tractor is made in the 
United States, and that all, or virtually all, ofthe labor in manufacturing 
the model Tl 760 lawn tractor is performed in the United States .. 

9. In truth and in fact, the model T 17 60 lawn tractor contains 
significant foreign parts al).d therefore is not all or virtually all made 
in the United States. Therefore, the representations set forth in 
paragraph eight were, and are, false and misleading. 

10. Respondent has disseminated or has caused to be disseminated 
advertisements for its line of TG-Series Lawn and Garden Tractors, 
including but not necessarily 'limited to the attached Exhibit G. This 
advertisement contains the following statement: 

Exhibit G, dealer promotion advertisement featuring the TG1860 tractor 
"TO-Series Lawn & Garden Tractors 
• Made by Kubota in the U.S.A." 
Photograph of the TG 1860 tractor 

11. Through the means described in paragraph ten, respondent 
has represented, expressly or by implication, that its entire line of 
TO-Series Lawn and Garden Tractors is made in the United States, 
i.e. , that all, or virtually all, ofthe component parts of each of the TG­
Series Lawn and Garden Tractors are made in the United States, and 
that all, or virtually all, of the labor in manufacturing each of the TO­
Series Lawn and Garden Tractors is performed in the United States. 

12. In truth and in fact, both of the lawn and garden tractor 
models included in the TO-Series, TG 186.0 and TG 18600, contain 
significant foreign parts and therefore are not all or virtually all made 
in the United States. Therefore, the representations set forth in 
paragraph eleven were, and are, false and misleading. 

13. Respondent has disseminated· or has caused to be dissemin­
ated advertisements and labeling for its model TG 1860 lawn and 
garden tractors, including but not necessarily limited to the attached 
Exhibits G and H. These advertisements and labeling contain the 
following statements: 

Exhibit G, dealer promotion advertisement featuring the TG1860 tractor 
"TO-Series Lawn & Garden Tractors 
• Made by Kubota in the U.S.A." 
Photograph of the TG 1860 tractor 

.Exhibit H, serial plate for Model TG1860 
"Made in U.S.A." 

'....------ ---
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14. Through the means described in paragraph thirteen, respon­
dent has represented, expressly or by implication, that its model 
T01860 la':"fi and garden tractor is made in the United States, i.e. , 
that all, or virtually all, of the component parts of the model TO 1860 
lawn and garden tractor is made in the United States, and that all, or 
virtually all, of the labor in manufacturing the model TO 1860 lawn 
and garden tractor. is performed in the United States. 

15. In truth and in fact, the model TO 1860 lawn and garden 
tractor contains significant foreign parts and therefore is not all or 
virtually all made in the United States. Therefore, the representations 
set forth in paragraph fourteen were, and are, false and misleading. 

16. Respondent has disseminated or has caused to be dissemin­
ated labeling for its model TO 18600 lawn and garden tractor, 
including but not necessarily limited to the attached Exhibit I. This 
labeling contains the following statement: 

Exhibit I, serial plate for Model TG1860G 
"Made in U.S.A." 

17. Through the means described in paragraph sixteen, respondent 
has represented, expressly or by implication, that its model TO 18600 
lawn and garden tractor is made in the United States, i.e. , that all, or 
virtually all, of the component parts ofthe model TO 18600 lawn and 
garden tractor is made in the United States, and that all, or virtually 
all, of the labor in manufacturing the model TO 18600 lawn and 
garden tractor is performed in the United States. 

18. In truth and in fact, the model TO 18600 lawn and garden 
tractor contains significant foreign parts and therefore is not all or 
virtually all made in the United States. Therefore, the representations 
set forth in paragraph seventeen were, and are, false and misleading. 

19. The acts and practices of respondent as alleged in this 
complaint constitute unfair- or deceptive acts or practices in or 
affecting commerce in violation of Section 5(a) of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act. 



448 FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION DECISIONS 

Complaint 127 F.T.C. 

EXHIBIT A 

lawn lractors·rt~D~. 111D~. f1i8u 
Tht:.' Kut'ttltcl T·Scri~~ 1,1\\'n tr,l(tt•rs ._ut.• m,lnuicl(turt'd .lt 

l(uN•t.l ~1clllUfcKlUring ttf Amttriccl in G.tilu .. ·~\·i l lc. c\.'\trt:i.l. 
Tht.~ ~<h.h· is :OI~k ,tnd str~.tntlint·\.t. d'"·si~nt..._i hJ pro\·1dt• Y'-'ll 
\\"ith ,, nic~. '"'mr'ort,tblc ride. Tht.•:<t: l ,t \\'1\ tf,l(lt•r~ . in ;.,~t. 
.u~ f;\uift t<.' trim "''-'"'ing job:::; dln'-·n tl' ~izt.•. 

• Comfort.> hi" a•u.f eas\··t<>-<lf'"' 'He. the TH!>III\' ith 1:!.3 
horsepl>l\·er. the Tl31>0•~·ith 1~ HP o>nd th~TI~bl.l \dth I~ 
HP tr~ctors t~atur< a lwdrc»lah( tr,>n>missiun .md OH\' 
t.'ti~in~. Th~ T·St!ri~ mOdds i~.1tun~ ,, !'ll~~nd~J "'"'wc:r \.1t.•(k 
wi'th ,, d~p conttlUrt~d dt!(k ,,!t,:si~n ,ut~t ,, simpl .. · di.tJ ·ty~ (Ut· 
ting h~ight adjustm~nt th3t Ccln ~ :"t.•t trum ~hi.! llp\'r.~h• r ~ ~·,lt . 
A -40" d~k is a,·a i l~ble it~r th< Tl ~NJ .1nd T bl>ll. '' ~~ d,•(k t<>r 
the T15b0 and ,, ~t\" deck ior the Tl ~net. Th~ ,kd; b ,.,,,., . h• r,>i...: 
,1nd tC,\,·er duet<> the lift-assist . ~·>>-<hM)':<'I (ylin<l.,r. Th,• IM):" 
iucl tank holds 2.~ gallons to " 'tend ~·,•ur <•f"'r,>th>); tim<'. 

• The T1560 model is the first lawn tract,>r to <>fi~r th~ Autu· 
Throttle Advance System. II operates the en~:ine Sf"".'<l olUtl>-

Mower Drive System 
Cunlng Wiotn ,...;,., 
cuning Height ,.._, 

m.Hi,,,n,·. b<•th "·hen u,,, r Tt'\ 

( ~ . -····: I • :~ . 
' ...... . ,,...._ .·. ··~, 'iy~; ~· · ··.,: .. 

~ .. · . .., .. ....,. _ 
. \ · .. -..,..,. 

htn~r i~ ~n~.l~rti -.u,"t \\'ht:'n in 
nwtiun. Alwtht.'r fi r~t ''" th~..· 
Tl oNI,md Tl ~~(l i,; the 
; muuth ride pru,·id~d b~· th,· 
"Cushil'ln Rid~" su~~n~i,•n 
system. 
• ldealh· suited ft>r ,, wid., 
range oiia\\"n care •'f'Plk.>· & tions. the T-Series lawn 
tractors are compatible ll"ith 
,, iullline oi performance· 

m.>tdl~ implement:<. Gras$ catcher, fro nt bl;,d~. 
th~td1~r ,md Snl•l•·blo"·~r attachments mak~ the 
T-Seri~ 1~":" rr:K tors well suited fo r vear-round use. 
All 'three T-Series lawn tractors can~ fitted \\"ith '"' 
,,~,ti''"''l mulchin); kit that con,·erts the tractor!o' 
;ilk di;(ho1r~e de(k into a mulching d~k. 

• The T-Series ,,~supported with a two-year 
wMr.lnty. which includes the original n1ower deck. 

Belt drive 
40". 44' 

1.0' -4.()' 

EXHIBIT 1\. 

5 
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EXIDBIT B 

:30 second spot. av;:~ilable on 1" or 3/4" 1ape . 

looking 10( a lawn trador ..• 

·:o.~ .• 
: .... . "'.c._~: .. 

.... - . 

c. . 

. ·--~ .. .::' J.,. . "\ 

Made in America. rtle Kubota 
T-Series. 

1 :; 
·~ . 
rt -.. ' -::...• ~ 

- "' :, I J.,. ~,. 

Tho Kut>ota T-Series -
3 1110de4s to choose from ... 

·_ .. ~:·-· .. -: ·~_.,. /. :~ 
KUBOTA OEALE~. 

Ma1n Slrt>e't ~ 
An~ town ,USA . .. · 

. . 5'55 .. 1234\·: ~-t:. 

Oealerta<.;~. 

. -~ "~ : :: 

. ..... 
..; - : 

: .... ;,,_.. .. 
Easyto~to.nth 
hydrostatic tr.lnsmission. 

f -

I • ' : 

''• . 
..... .. • • 4 • 

You can change the OJrting 
helcjll with lhe rum of a dial. 

EXHIBIT B 
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EXHIBIT C 

SP~ING 
VAWf 

DAY~ 
90 Days Same as-Cashf · 

On Kubofa 's T, TG, G and GF Series on approved credit 
· Purchase by August 31, 1998. 

No Down • No Interest • No Payment 

-· 90 DAYS 
SAME AS 
c~ 

T-Series 
Lawn 
Tractors 

• Made by Kubota in 
- the U.S.A. 

• 12.5 to 17 horsepower 
• Foot pedal control 

hydrostatic transmission · 
• Easy lift mower deck 

\ 

T1460- Easy to drive value 

""a ao"'n Ddvf9"'~C No ..,.or.t.-.:" ::>dvf?'f!'f'C df1Q N o .nteresr dCOUdl lor~ •.1dys I.J, aoproved credt(. dvatldDie 
:NOfJ9,. KuOota ':;re<11t ::'croor~won on ' efdtl idtes !~rovgr AuQLOSt Jr . 1998 M f't@()' days ah.&r reta1l s.ale. 

:usrc~et ""'"" !"efl ~f'IOOSe !O Od v tf'e ourcf'ase-u,vo•ce once,, i~ll ?t '·naf'ce t!'te ourcn;ue ttuouqh KubO ta 
::recN L.:.rcor~t:of' Crea•t :errns tf\.Jf doo•r diTer go -Jd~r· (}ft(f0<1 :- ~9~ 4 P R 'or 16 mort"s on ~oro~a 
; '~a·r s~ ~edtfJt' 'or ~ra .. s . 
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EXHIBIT D 

~PDING VAWf DAY~ 
90 Days Same as Casht 

On Kubota's T, TG, G and GF Series on approved credit 
Purchase by August 31, 1998. 

No Down • No Interest • No Payment 

T-Series Lawn Tractors 
• Made by Kubota in the U.S.A. 
• 12.5 to 17 horsepower · 
• Exclusive Cushion Ride and Auto 

Throttle Adv.ance (1'1560' Tt760J 

• Foot pedal control hydrostatic 
transmission · · 

• Easy lift 48" mower. 
deck on T1760 · · · 

'~ Tf760 -
. :.,. 17 HP ltqutd 
. · , cooled 

.-..~/ ';. engine. 
• I ••" . .t/-

'Vo ao_..n Dtl'r"'f!r r . "''o -nof't"'" ::;4.,.-.err Jf"!! 'Vo ·rot~est ¥.~,..., !01 90 ao~rs :>n MiDf'O¥f!d creo,t . I~.UdOI~ 
·rrov9n ~t~,~oorA Cr~•l Soroc~"a!·c,.. -:r ' efl•f UICS !" 'Ot.9r 4 .... QvSI J' • '198 "''~~ ~o~vt lfrf!' rer~•l s••e. 
:~·-st~~ '""V !t:ef' :root~ t!; o.IY ·-~ ~'~"'·U~ --..-... Otc~ :; ,.,.~ ~ ' .. • .. -;r ''"' "ce ~ :klt:rl se !,.'0V91'1 t<vootl 
:,~, C.:r.JO"''o0~" -:~f>Uol ·~'-s ... ~. J~c· . "'"~' ·1C :JI .. :.<~! "" ·.,; • )9 t... A o o ''=' J~ -.cn:~"s .,. t~OCYO~~ 
:·~:· ' $~ -~d·f!!l '":1' Jill!''•·'" 
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EXHIBIT E 

KUBOTA 
T1760 
17 HP 

• OH\ .. ~.1:;(1line eng111<: 
• Fuot -::nntrnl h~·drtJ:--t.Hic· 

• ~s · nlll\\' t'r dcd, 
• "im;.'k Ji ,ti·t\-~'c' <: :~: ::· .: 

ilL'l _~IH .tci !U:-tm.._·IH 
• .-\utcl· Thr,•ttlt! :-\ ,1\ · ,!:~ .- ,. 

· ··\T' 1.-,,r··l ... \'''"'t.·r•··, ... . ..... . ~' . . ' t ".. " 
• ()r'c...'r,lt\.lr F're~enc.:.: .... ( ·r~tr· < 

.111d "·llt.'t\· ~u rt "''.-.':.- :, 
• .\f,ldt.• :,\.-1-.:uh•t.l 1:~ : :·.,· 

L'S.-\ 

127 F.T.c. 
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EXHIBIT F 

·' 

--- ----- ·-- .. 
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EXHIBIT G 

~UB01A'S SP~ING VAlUi 
90 Days Same as Cash!* 

On Kubota's T, TG, G and GF Series on approved credit. 
Purchase by August 31, 19911. 

ti!J. ~ • ri9. lll1!mu1 • ti!J. Pavment 

TG-Series Lawn & Garden 
• Made by Kubota In tho U.S.A. 
• 18 HP //quid-cooled gas or dloMJI engine 
• Foot-controlled hydrostatic transml .. lon 
• Easy to /Itt •nd ,_,. 48" or 54" mowwr deck 
• Electric PTO clutch 

.. · : 

G-Series Diesel Lawn 
& Garden Tractors . 

127F.T.C. 

DAY~! 

G·SERIES­
Preclsion 
cutt;ng 

• t6 •nd t8 HP liquid cooled diesel engine• 
• Slurft drive mowen .,_.rd 

• Shaft drive llyd,....tattc tr.nsmisslon 
• CruiH control 

TG 1840- Wtfh Kubota's exclusive 
~/ecttonie r.Jcl< & pinion po_, st...mng 

• Hydr.ulic ·implement /itt 
.. •. OpUon•l 4-whHI •teerlng 

'No drown~. No l'ftOI'If:tt/y ~No WffWUI M:lt:I'WI to/90 fUrS Ott 
~c~. •v~tftl'tluglt Ku~tiO.ot~tton.onrwtalaJNflrougfl 
~U Jr. 19M. ~t'Y dfys- 6/fw retU sM. CUj~ INY fhlon c:hooM to~ 11'4 
~U"""'l"'OU pnee 11"1 'vi. M If~ tfW pvn:i't&M ~ KuooC. 09Ct'f 
Corpor.OcM. Ctwdot tetrM uvt 6IPIJiy •fr., 510 t$rf ~ 7.99"' A.P.R. lbr ltt monlftf 
r4f ~tl.amounr ~·.r $5001 OI'~IOtt _,.,....o'a.GIIt SM ~lot' 
det.Jllf. 

EXHIBIT G 
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EXHIBIT H 
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DECISION AND ORDER 

The Federal Trade Commission having initiated an investigation 
of certain acts and practices of the respondent named in the caption 
hereof,' and the respondent having been furnished thereafter with a 
. copy of a draft complaint which the Bureau of Consumer Protection 
proposed to present to the Commission for its consideration and 
which, if issued by the Commission, would charge respondent with 
violations of the Federal Trade Commission Act; and · 

The respondent, its attorney, and counsel for the Commission 
having thereafter executed an agreement containing a consent order, 
and admission by the respondent of all the jurisdictional facts set 
forth in the draft complaint, a statement that the signing of said 
agreement is for settlement purposes only and does not constitute an 
admission by respondent that the law has been violated as alleged in 
such complaint, or that the facts as alleged in such complaint, other 
than jurisdictional facts, are true, and waivers and other provisions as 
required by the Commission's Rules; and 

The· Commission having thereafter considered the matter and 
having detenilined that it had reason to believe that the respondent 
violated the said Act, and that a complaint should issue stating its 
charges in that respect, and having thereupon accepted the executed 
consent agreement and placed such agreement on the public record 
for a period of sixty ( 60) days, now in further conformity with the 
procedure prescribed in Section 2:34 of its Rules, the Commission 
hereby issues its complaint, makes the following jurisdictional 
findings, and enters the following order: 

1. Respondent Kubota Tractor Corporation is a California 
corporation with its principal office or place of business at 3401 Del 
Amo Boulevard, P.O. Box 2992, Torrance, California. 

2. The Federal Trade Commission has jurisdiction of the subject 
matter of this proceeding and of the resp~ndent, and the proceeding 
is in the pu~lic interest. 

ORDER 

I. 

It is ordered, That respondent, Kubota Tractor Corporation, its 
successors and assigns, and its officers, agents, representatives, and 
employees, directly or through any corporation, subsidiary, division, 
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or other device, in connection with the manufacturing, labeling, 
advertising, promotion, offering for sale, sale, or distribution of any 
lawn tractor or lawn and garden tractor in or affecting commerce, as 
"commerce" is defined in Section 4 of the Federal Trade Commission 
Act, 15 U.S.C. 44, shall not misrepresent, in any manner, directly or 
by implication, the extent to which any such lawn tractor or lawn and 
garden tractor; or lawn tractor or lawn and garden tractor product line, 
is-made in the United States. 

Provided, however, that a represe.ntation that any such lawn 
tractor or lawn and garden tractor, or lawn tractor or lawn and garden 
traetor product line, is made in the United States will not be in 
violation of this order so long as all, or virtually all, of the component 
parts of such pro·duct, or of all products in such product line, are made 
in the United States and all, or virtually all, of the labor in 
manufacturing such product, or of all products in such product line, 
is performed in the United States. 

> 

For purposes of this order, the terms "lawn tractor" and "lawn and 
garden tractor" shall mean products manufactured, labeled, 
advertised, promoted, offered for sale, sold, or distributed primarily 
for consumers to mow grass, including but not limited to respondent's 
T -Series lawn tractors and TG-Series lawn and garden tractors. Such 
products may be sold with or without attachments such as grass 
catchers, front blades, or snowblowers. 

II. 

It is further ordered, That respondent Kubota Tractor 
Corporation, and its successors and assigns, shall, for five (5) years 
after the last date of dissemination of any representation covered by 
this order, maintain and upon request make available to the Federal 
Trade Conimission for inspection and copying: 

A. All labeling, packaging, advertisements and promotional 
materials containing the representation; 

B. All materials_jhat were relied upon in disseminating the 
representation; and 

C. All tests, reports, studies, surveys, demonstrations, or other 
evidence in their possession or control that contradict, qualify, or call 
into question the representation, or the basis relied upon for the 
representation, including complaints and other communications with 
consumers or with governmental or consumer protection organizations. 
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III. 

It is further ordered, That respondent Kubota Tractor 
Corporation, and its successors and assigns, shall deliver a copy of 
this order to all current and· futur~ officers and directors, and to all 
current and future employees, agents, and representatives having 
responsibilities with respect to the subject matter of this order, and 
shall secure from each such person a signed and dated statement 
acknowledging receipt of the order. Respondent shall deliver this 
order to current personnel within thirty (30) days after the date of 
service of this order, and to future personnel within thirty (30) days 
after the person assumes such position or responsibilities. 

IV. 

It is further ordered, That respondent Kubota Tractor 
Corporation, and its successors and assigns, shall notify the 
Commission at least thirty (30) days prior to any change in the 
corporation that may affect compliance obligations arising under this 
order, including but not limited to a dissolution, assignment, sale, 
merger, or other action that would result in the emergence of a 
successor corporation; the creation or dissolution of a subsidiary, 
parent, or affiliate that engages in any acts or practices subject to this 
order; the proposed filing of a bankruptcy petition; or a change in the 
corporate name or address. Provided, however, that, with respect to 
any proposed change in the corporation about which respondent 
learns less than thirty (30) days prior to the date such action is to take 
place, respondent shall notify the Commission as soon as is 
practicable after obtaining such knowledge. All notices required by . 
this Part shall be sent by certified mail to the Associate Director, 
Division of Enforcement, Bureau of Consumer Protection, Federal 
Trade Commission, Washington, D.C. 

v. 
It is further ordered, That respondent Kubota Tractor 

Corporation, and its successors and assigns, shall, within sixty (60) 
days after the date of service of this order, and at such other times as 
the Federal Trade Commission may require, file with the Commission 
a report, in writing, setting forth in detail the manner and form in 
which it has co~plied with this order. 
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VI. 

This order will terminate on April6, 2019, or twenty (20) years 
from the most recent date that the.United States or the Federal Trade 
Commission files a complaint (with or without an accompanying 
consent decree) in federal court alleging any violation of the order, 
whichever comes later; provided, ho~ever, that the ftling of such a 
complaint will not affect the duration of this order if such complaint 
is filed after the order has terminated pursuant to this Part. Provided, 
further, that if such·complaint is dismissed or a federal court rules that 
the respondent did not violate any provision of the order, and the 
dismissal or ruling is either not appeal~d or upheld on appeal, then the 
order will terminate according to this Part as though the complaint 
had nev.er been filed, except that the order will not terminate between 
the date such complaint is filed and the later of the deadline for 
appealing such dismissal or ruling and the date such dismissal or 
ruling is upheld on appeal. · 
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IN THE MATTER OF 

AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, INC. 

CONSEN"i" ORDER, ETC., IN REGARD TO ALLEGED VIOLATION OF 
SEC. 5 OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION ACT 

.Docket C-3864. Complaint, Apri/6, 1999--Decision, Apri/6, 1999 

This consent order, among other things, prohibits a California-based corporation 
from misrepresenting the extent to which any lawn mower is made in the United 
States. 

Participants 

For the Commission: Kent Howerton, Laura Koss, and Elaine 
Kolish. 

For the respondent: Harvey Applebaum, Covington & Burling, 
Washington, D.C. 

COMPLAINT 

The Federal Trade Commission, having reason to believe that 
American Honda Motor Company, Inc. ("respondent") has violated 
the provisions ofthe Federal Trade Commission Act, and it appearing 
to the Commission that this proceeding is in the public interest, 
alleges: 

1. Respondent -American Honda Motor Company, Inc. is a 
California corporation with its principal office or place of business at 
1919 Torrance Boulevard, Torrance, California. 

2. Respondent has manufactured, advertised, labeled~ offered for 
sale, sold, and distributed products to the public, including lawn 
mowers. 

3. The acts and practices of respondent alleged in this comp~aint 
have been in or affecting comm~rce, as "commerce" is defined in 
Section 4 of the Federal Trade Commission Act. 

4. Respondent has disseminated or has caused to be dissemin­
ated advertisements for its Honda Masters, Honda Harmony II 3-in-1 
and Honda Harmony II lawn :mowers, including but not necessarily 
limited to the attached Exhibits A through C. These advertisements 
contain the following statements: 

A. Exhibit A, advertisement for Honda Masters 
"MADE IN AMERICA BY HONDA" 


