
 

 

 

 

     
 

  
 

  

            
          

       
               

          
              

          
           

            
 

 

  

        
   

   

        

     
       

     

   

 

  

 
    

 

   

     
  

   
  

  

           
           

       
                

          
             

          
           

            
  

 

   

    

 

        
   

   
 

  
        

 

       
       

     

This consent order addresses A & 0 Enterprises Inc.' s advertising, promotion and sale of i 
("iV Cocktails"), including the Myers Cocktail, which contain a mixture of water, vitamins, minerals and amino 

Enterprises Inc. (collectively, "Respondents"), have violated provisions of the Federal Trade 

A & 0 Enterprises Inc ("iV Bars"), also doing business as iV Bars 

209 A & O ENTERPRISES INC 

Complaint 

IN THE MATTER OF 

A & O ENTERPRISES INC 
D/B/A IV BARS INCORPORATED AND IV BARS, 

AND 

AARON K. ROBERTS, A/K/A AARON KEITH 

CONSENT ORDER, ETC. IN REGARD TO ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF SECTIONS 5 AND 12 OF THE 
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION ACT 

Docket No. C-4670; File No. 172 3016 
Complaint, February 13, 2019 Decision, February 13, 2019 

ntravenous drip cocktails 

acids. The complaint alleges that the respondents violated Sections 5(a) and 12 of the Federal Trade Commission Act 
by representing that their iV Cocktails are effective treatments for cancer, angina, cardiovascular disease, congestive 
heart failure, myocardial infarction, multiple sclerosis, diabetes, fibromyalgia and neurodegenerative disorders, and 
that their cocktails produce fast, lasting results, are safe for all ages and cause no side effects. The complaint also 
alleges that respondents falsely represented that their iV Cocktails are clinically or scientifically proven to effectively 
treat the enumerated diseases and produce fast, lasting results. The consent order prohibits express or implied health 
benefit, efficacy, safety, or side effects claims for any covered product, unless the representation is non-misleading, 
and, at the time the representation is made, proposed respondents possess and rely upon competent and reliable 
scientific evidence that is sufficient in quality and quantity to support the claim, based on standards generally 
accepted by experts in the area. 

Participants 

For the Commission: Thomas B. Carter and James R. Golder. 

For the Respondents: Ryan J. Meyer and Barrett R. Howell, Bracewell LLP. 

COMPLAINT 

The Federal Trade Commission, having reason to believe that A & O Enterprises Inc, a 
corporation, and Aaron K. Roberts, individually and as owner and operating manager of A & O 

Commission Act, and it appearing to the Commission that this proceeding is in the public interest, 
alleges: 

1. Respondent 
Incorporated and iV Bars, is a Wyoming corporation with its principal office or place of business 
at 4101 Centurion Way, Addison, Texas 75001. 

2. Respondent Aaron K. Roberts, also known as Aaron Keith, is the owner and 
operating manager of iV Bars. Individually or in concert with others, he controlled or had the 
authority to control, or participated in the acts and practices of iV Bars, including the acts and 



  

         

        
  

     
      

 

       
   

      
        

        
       

       

  

        
      

         
       

  
      

         
     

       
         

     

   
   

    
    

      
 

        

    
 

 

         
 

         
  

     
       

 

       
   

      
        

        
       

       

   

  
        

       
         

       
  

      
         

     
       

         
     

              
         

 

 

           
      

       
  

        
 

different intravenous cocktails ("iV Cocktails") to consumers, including the Myers 
Immune Booster. Respondents' iV Cocktails or "bags" contain mixtures of water, vitamins, 

Respondents refer to these treatments, among other things, as "Intravenous Micro 
Therapy," "Intravenous Vitamin Therapy," "Hydration Therapy," or simply "iV Therapy." 

muscle. Respondents' iV Cocktails and intramuscular treatments are "drugs," within the meaning 

s' first and primary iV Bars location is housed in a NextGen Wellness 

pharmacy into the customer's requested iV Co 

45 minute period. Respondents also maintain a "full service mobile 
vehicle" that allows them to "come right to your door to deliver the treatment of your needs." 

"commerce" 

January 27, 2017), attached as Exhibit A ("iV Bars Website" or "Website"). 
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practices alleged in this Complaint. His principal office or place of business is the same as that of 
iV Bars. 

3. Respondents have advertised, offered for sale, sold, and administered at least 10 
Cocktail and 

minerals, and amino acids infused directly into the bloodstream through an intravenous drip, 
typically through a vein in the arm. These iV Cocktails cost $100.00 or more per session. 

-Nutrient 

Respondents claimed that their iV Cocktails could be used to treat consumers suffering from 
serious diseases, including cancer, congestive heart failure, multiple sclerosis, diabetes, 
fibromyalgia, and neurodegenerative disorders. Respondents further claimed that their iV 
Cocktails produced fast, lasting results and, in many instances, were more effective and better 
tolerated than conventional medical therapies. Respondents also touted their iV Cocktails as 
hangover cures and a way to replenish fluids and essential vitamins and minerals. In addition, 
Respondents offered several intramuscular treatments that directly inject mixtures into human 

of Sections 12 and 15 of the Federal Trade Commission Act. 

4. Respondent 
Center, an upscale gym and clinic that independently offers chiropractic care, pain management 
therapy, physical therapy, medical massages, and counseling. New iV Bars customers create an 
online account and complete a short health assessment questionnaire when making their first 
appointment. Respondents have an arrangement with a doctor who does a quick, online review of 
all health assessment questionnaires that customers submit to iV Bars. Respondents pay the doctor 
a flat fee of $250 per month for this service. Shortly before the customer arrives, an iV Bars 
employee takes about five minutes to mix ingredients obtained from a local compounding 

cktail. Once at iV Bars, the customer is asked to 
sign a release form that discloses risks and releases Respondents from liability. Thereafter an iV 
Bars nurse seats the customer in one of five oversized reclining chairs and administers the iV 
Cocktail to them over a 25-

5. The acts or practices of Respondents alleged in this Complaint have been in or 
affecting commerce, as is defined in Section 4 of the Federal Trade Commission 
Act. 

iV Bars Efficacy Claims 

6. Beginning at least as early as August 2015, Respondents have disseminated, or 
caused to be disseminated, advertisements for their iV Cocktails, including through company 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram accounts and company websites, including the ivbars.com 
website (imaged on 
As described below, the iV Bars Website contained the following statements and depictions, 
among others: 

https://ivbars.com


 

     

    
 

           
     

            

    

   

   

 

      

    
 

           
     

            
 

 

 

     

   

offered "MEDICAL iV TREATMENTS" for, among other things, 
"CANCER." They also stated," 
vitamin Therapy, you might be wondering why you're sudden 

f conditions safely and effectively": 

An-tLETIC PwEDICAL HANGOVER AGE & BEAUTY MOBILE SCIENCE "' CON"VI.CT ... -

MEDICAL iV TREAT ,lE ITS 
SPORTS RECOVERY 

ANXIETY ATTACKS 

NEUROPATHY HYDRATION 

WEDDING DISASTERS 

FLU / COLD RECOVERY 

CANCER 

MIGRAINE S 

BELL' S PALSY 

HANGOVERS 

ANO MORE 

TAKING VITAMINS ORALLY? 
IT SIMPLY DOES NOT WORK! 

BE EFFECTIVa. 
ONLY 15% OF THE ACTIVE NUTRIENTS 

CONSUMED ORAU.Y FIND THEIR WAY INTO 
YOUA BLOODSTREAM 

Our iV Theropv ddivcr.5 replef'ls hng fluids v1UJm1n:s, 

nftlas & a1lino aciets lfll.O lhe bloooslfeam wllh IOO'IEi 
absD"ptlCl'I Where lhey are mmedrately availab6e tor ')'OJ 

cells to uso Resulting m quteker recovery tln'lo and 

mproved O¥eral peffoma,:e 

100% TRUE VITAMIN 
RETENTION 

If you are nfNI to lhe concept of Intravenous Vlt3ml'I 

Therapy, yoo m19ht be wondcmg why yoo're suddenty 
he.rtlg so much abol.J lt wt,,/ Is l behlJ rered upcr, 

b',' professional athletes loCEOs and most 

importantly by pat>eru suferilg from a very scnou5 

illness. lmraverous \iltanlfl ThEfapy repeserts an 

exctmg new paradigm 1n irtegrabve and functlonal 

medic ine, ollowrng us to both prevent ond help trcot o 
wide vauety of conditiCflS safety and erecwet,, 

a----. --­
I ABOUT N BARS THE COMPANY 

The middle section of the Website homepage titled "The Science Behind iV 
Bars" stated, "Vitamins, minerals and amino acids enter your bloodstream 

ng itself' and 
claimed that iV Bars treatments were, "Developed by a team of leading 

exercise physiologists": 
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a. On the top section of the Website homepage, Respondents prominently 

If you are new to the concept of Intravenous 
ly hearing so 

much about it. Why [it is] being relied upon by . . . patients suffering from a 
very serious illness. [It] represents an exciting new paradigm in integrative 
and functional medicine, allowing us to both prevent and help treat a wide 
variety o 

(Exhibit A-1) 

b. 

directly and immediately to help the body to begin heali 

medical doctors, naturopathic doctors, biochemists, nutritionists and 



  

   

   

    
 

 

 

 
   

 

    

The bottom section of the Website homepage titled "Our Success Stories" 

international model and a link titled "READ MORE STORIES": 

~lll!llll!.l'ir8111i;,t1111!11 .. ~­
oot-h~-iu.• 

Kihn-.w,111'1..._ 

Our Success stories 

,in...,.•lll>ll<e!il"'llf~t,11mil!IOl!i 
...... -11¥W!!'i'~' --flr<IIM,---Madll 
I~~~ I 

Clicking the "READ MORE STORIES" link took consumers to pages 
titled "SUCCESS STORIES" that described "case studies about different 

therapy has had on these conditions": 
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(Exhibit A-1) 

c. 
contained brief endorsements of iV Bars by two sports figures and an 

(Exhibit A-1) 

disorders and the effects that iV 



 

 

   
     

      
        

   
    

 

 

        
   

        

    
  

 

   

 

 

  

 

    
     

      
        

   
    

   
 

 

  

        
   

        

    
   

 

  

 

 

ATHLETIC MECICAL HANGOVER ACE & BEAUTY MOBILE SCIENCE ..., CONTACT ..., :"' 

A majcriy of Ill p,Wnt, h,a~ 1ignificant unditrtymg nulrition61 ~f<-'"- Food mtoltranc .... a ltrgiou, and 
SiOn$11 itlAt can 11d kl 9-'llfOlftt•"w.i •bl;Crpl.on f)fot>Amt Acl(O!Oft11ll:,, ontl ~opp1i:im11n1a1i0n can bO fnc:otll>loto 
or mlmnaly ebscwbad The UH cf lntral.WIOUS iiV) therapy hM 1M abllJfV 10 wort instantaneously The folk:Mlng ere 
c.H• stud- about diff..-.nt dlSOnMrs and tlw •tt.c:s Iha N thw■P)' nas had on hs• cond.tions 

glutathione therapy. After the fourth treatment, the patient's restless 
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(Exhibit A-3) 

These case study success stories included the following purported results: 

Case #3:  Multiple Sclerosis 

A 65 year-old male with progressive multiple sclerosis presents to the clinic 
wheel chair bound. The patient has tried medications, physical therapy and 
speech therapy. However, there have been little noticeable benefits with 
regards to his leg strength and neurological function . . . . The patient 
received an intravenous infusion of glutathione. After the first infusion, he 
reported increased strength in his legs. His physical therapist and caretaker 
also reported noticing an improvement in his leg strength and ability to 
walk. 

* * * 

Case#4:  Diabetic peripheral neuropathy/Restless leg syndrome 

A 65 year-old male presents to the clinic with a ten plus year history of 
rheumatoid arthritis, diabetes, high blood pressure, neuropathy and restless 
leg syndrome . . . . The patient was started on intravenous vitamin C and 

symptoms and joint pain was [sic] completely resolved . . . . Although the 
symptoms have returned, they were not of the same intensity. 

* * * 

More Success Stories 

* * * 

Fibromyalgia 



  

      
    

     
      

         
         

   
     

        

         
   

     
   

          
  

     
     

          
       

 

       

 
 

       
     

    
 

 

      
    

     
      

         
         

    
     

        
 

 

 

         
   

     
    

          
  

     
     

          
       

  

  

        

 
 

       
     

s .... The author has given the Myers' to 

other pages within the Website, including a tab titled "MEDICAL." On the 
under the heading "Why Drip?," Respondents proclaimed: 

"IV drips bypass the gut, delivering essent 

results." Under the Medical page subheadings "Benefits" and "Conditions," 
Respondents listed numerous diseases and conditions, including "Cancer," 
"Congestive heart failure," "Diabetes," "Fibromyalgia," and 
"Neurodegenerative disorders," and claimed that Respondents' iV 
treatments produce "Fast, lasting results": 
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Case #3: A 48-year-old woman presented with a six-year history of fairly 
constant myalgias and arthraigias, with pain in the neck, back, and hip . . . . 
She was diagnosed by a rheumatologist as possibly having polymyalgia 
rheumatic, [or] fibromyalgia . . . . The patient was given [a Myers 
Cocktail]. At the end of the injection, she got off the table and, with a look 
of amazement, announced her muscle aches and joint pains were gone for 
the first time in six year 
approximately 30 patients with fibromyalgia, half have experienced 
significant improvement, in a few cases after the first injection, but more 
often after three or four treatments. 

* * * 

Cardiovascular Disease 

Case #5: A 79-year-old man was seen at home in end-stage heart failure, 
after having suffered four myocardial infarctions. . . . A peripheral 
angiogram revealed complete occlusion of both femoralpopliteal arteries, 
with no detectable blood flow to the distal extremities. . . . [T]he 
cardiologist advised the patient that his heart would not last more than 
another month . . . . He was treated with weekly [intramuscular] injections . 
. . . After eight weeks, the IM injections were replaced by weekly IV 
injections [of Myers Cocktail]. . . . The patient lived for eight years and 
died at age 87 from multiple organ failure. Of the handful of other patients 
with angina or heart failure who received IV or IM injections . . . all 
showed significant improvement. 

(Exhibit A-3 to 6) 

d. The Website homepage also contained tabs across the top that linked to 

Medical page, 
ial nutrients and fluids directly 

into the bloodstream . . . . This allows us to detoxify, nourish and rehydrate 
our cells from the inside out for dramatic, long-lasting and often instant 



 

     

         

   

 

 

 
     

         

 

Why Drip? ._.,,, .. ______ '"°"ll, __ _,,_ _____________ ..,,11 ___ _ __ ..,.,._.,,,. _______ ,,,,,_ ______ .,. __ ..,,_llm....,_, __ _ 
_ ..,....,....,....,. ..... ___ ....._.Allil_..,,_......,._, ___ ~--fl-af"llhltmlflllllllml --.--~ _______ _, ________ _,__....ai,.....,.-,_...,~NIVdfpo~-.-.--. _______ __, ___ .,...,. ___ _,...._.,. ______ ..., ___ .,_,,,,,... -..---------,.,,........., __ _ 

Benefits 

-~ 0.--~---­~~ -----Cll'illlitPGiil 
~.i!IAB 
~ 

~•lllllllllv 

Conditions 

REPAIR. 

-l--"""'-
.,.... __ _ 
-.m,c1q1_,_,....,_ .... ~ -lllllll<al-.. ~--.~ ... ~-, .... 

The iV Bars Website homepage also contained a tab titled "MOBILE" that 
Respondents' "full service 

mobile vehicle" and proclaimed: "We Are Mobile. We Come To You!" 

listing among the conditions 
heart failure," "Diabetes," 
disorders." 

that can be treated "Cancer," "Congestive 
"Fibromyalgia," and "Neurodegenerative 
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(Exhibit A-7) 

e. 
linked consumers to a page that described 

The Mobile page contained the same disease claims as the Medical page, 

(Exhibit A-10) 



The iV Bars Website homepage also contained a tab titled "SCIENCE" that 
linked consumers to multiple pages, the first of which was titled "THE 
SCIENCE BEHIND iV Bars." It stated, "[F]ew people realize that when 

vitamin, the body's natural absorption 

an "iV" the nutrients enter your bloodstream directly and immediately to 
help the body to begin healing itself': 

THE SCIENeE BEHIND IV Btm, 

KNOIM.EOGE 

Olfl YOU l<NOW W Blll'!ll !S MUCH MOOE EFFECTIVE IBANTAKlNG VITAMINS 8RAI.LY? 

1ioku,g-~•~-•--poqie-elhal--~•-J;illw•-~lhcl>odj''i>-~--­Q!lldotUl>l<>.-d ... .,......,.. . .., __ ,_Y"".....,_lrf_,·only.l&ci'..,,., __ ll\lll'_...,llnd __ ...,...,___,. 
-,...-.. w--....----~"""~"'llell>lhcbodl(!<>1>0gi,lloilllog-. 'l'b,jget ____ .,,_ 

°""""""--.,1<>yo,.r~~-~~-...w . .,...,...._~•lleU!'l-and_.....,_ 

The second page of the Science section began with the question, "ARE 
NG THE NUTRIENTS YOU NEED?" and stated: 

associated with disease processes and the overall condition of one's health. 

such as arthritis, cancer, Alzheimer's, cardiovascular disease and diabetes. 

In addition to the "The Science Behind iV Bars" section of the iV Bars 

contained a link titled "ABOUT iV BARS: THE COMP ANY" that linked 
consumers to a page titled "THE COMP ANY BEHIND THE BAG." That 
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f. 

you swallow a vitamin pill or a multi-
process can render up to 85% of that vitamin useless . . . . When you receive 

(Exhibit A-11) 

g. 
YOU GETTI 

Overwhelming scientific evidence confirms that vitamin deficiencies are 

Vitamin, mineral and antioxidant deficiencies has [sic] been shown to 
suppress immune function and contribute to chronic degenerative processes 

This body of research has been reaffirmed by the journal of the American 
Medical Association (June 19, 2002-Vol 287, No-23). 

(Exhibit A-12) 

iV Bars Establishment Claims 

h. 
Website homepage (discussed in Part 5.B., above), the Website homepage 

page contained depictions of men and women dressed in white lab coats 



 

       
    

    
 

     

           
 

  

   

 

       
    

    
 

     

 

            
  

  

looking at test tubes and through microscopes. It declared, "Inspired by the 

to create the formulas ... of iV Bars." Thereafter, under the subtitle "iV 
Bars Research Labs," Respondents claimed to have an "applied Biology 
Chemistry Group" at a purported "iV Bars Labs" comprised of "experienced 

exercise physiologists" to, among other things, ''test and approve inject 

administration": 

THE COMPANY BEHIND THE BAG 

llihl'M'llllN 
~·1'1'---'<l>ofD•~-iceillrfl><millll!hrsilfZf&fll>1IIIIOl!lilllll"'Wlldl<IIH:-ofl'lll'us.~"""pliy~IOffll!ll"-­
ald~llle----....<'""""'<>fl\l•-llt2ln5.mJ ..... 1st;IVBu--b:lllewiy•lllslllmelnlls---leoas.'i!iswasoolonl;'1ho>-hola 
~·-jliQdul:li·irl-it ___ <>f•lilW.;-1••••to~ 

iV Bers Resnn:h labs -Tlie~llioloiil',iiidClllinliillly-..,Oll\l't!,nl.allsio~cl~~-.jblrll1aelti,medit:aand~·-d-~-----~ ~-,...,.,-~.in-llel<loof~"Y,moleeul!lr1liolqgy,~,~.1o'-~~-~""""""h. ~~-<~·---~·---~~!hlll~usedln"-"',----~. 

DNA double helix and the title "SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE." 
described the "FACTS" about the Myers Cocktail, 

including "published clinical research," and claimed that the Myers Cocktail 
"has been found to be effective" against a variety of diseases and conditions, 
including "fibromyalgia" and "cardiovascular disease": 
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early works of Dr. Myers, Aaron Keith founded iV Bars in 2015. He 
assembled a world class team of physicians, biochemists and physiologists 

and 

biologists, chemists, pharmacists, medical and naturopathic doctors and 
-able 

formulations that are used in intravenous, subcutaneous and intramuscular 

(Exhibit A-2) 

i. The Website Science pages also included a group of pages that began with a 
depiction of a 
These pages then 



  

 

  
       

  
    

         
      

      
   

      

        
     

 

    
 

 

 

   

  
       

  
   

         
      

 
 

 

       
    

      

        
     

  

A"THLETlC MEDICAL HANGOVER AGE & BEAUTY ..:JB ILE ■ CONlllCT ~ -

SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE 

FACTS 
I, There y Tt-e Myers Couta, 

By Alm R. G.tbV, M.O. 

Buildng oothewait dthe 131.e John Myers MO, theOl..thorh::is used an intravenous vll.lmn and-rmncrnl formula forthotrc.Jtment of a wtde r-ange of dnical ccncittons The modified 

'Myers· cocktai. • Whleh coos is is of ma~nesium. calcium. B v1tam11S and vitarnn c . has been b..rlcJ to be elective against acUle asthfna attacks. m,granes rao;,.re (lflCh.Klino 
chrome fubguc syndrome). fibfomyalgo, acute nusclo spasm upper rosp,-.:itory tr.:ic t infecbons, chrome sinusitis, srosorol alcrgic rhmtis . cordloYascubr dscasc, ond other 

<frsoroers Tots~ preserts a rauonate fOf 1eviews U.e refevaol pubhshed clincal 1eseach describes lhe au.hews cirntal e)(perier'l'.:es and d&usses pctettllci side effects an:J 

precOOllons (AltcrraNe Medical RevlC'N 2002;7(6) 380---403) 

The author took over the care of [Dr.] Myers' patients, using a modified 

modified Myers' cocktail ... was helpful for a wide range of clinical 

congestive heart failure [and] angina . . . were also treated with the Myers' 

, describes personal clinical expenences usmg the Myers', and 

text as contained in the "Success Stories" section of the Website discussed 
in Part 5.C., above). The Scientific Evidence pages "Conclusion" section 
stated, "The Myers' has been found by the author and hundreds of other 

tolerated than conventional medical therapies." 
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(Exhibit A-14) 

j. The Scientific Evidence pages continued claiming: 

version of his iV regimen . . . in order to approximate the doses reported to 
be safe and effective for the treatment of cardiovascular disease. . . . [T]he 

conditions, often producing dramatic results. . . . Conditions that frequently 
responded included . . . fibromyalgia . . . . A small number of patients with 

and most showed marked improvement. . . . This paper presents a rationale 
for the use of IV nutrient therapy, reviews the relevant published clinical 
research 
discusses potential side effects and precautions. 

(Exhibit A-14) 

k. The Scientific Evidence pages thereafter described purported clinical 
experiences of patients given a Myers Cocktail, including case studies of 
patients with Fibromyalgia and Cardiovascular Disease (that used the same 

practitioners to be a safe and effective treatment for a wide range of clinical 
conditions. In many instances this treatment is more effective and better 

(Exhibit A-17) 



 

           
    

    
      

     
 

 

       

         
      
      
     

     

 

       
      

 

  
     

   

 

 

             
    

    
      

     
 

   

        
 

         
      
      
     

     
  

 

  

 
       

      
  

 

 

  
     

 

 

out, difficult to read type, "FDA 

OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE.": 

The iV Bars homepage stated, "Intravenous Vitamin Therapy [ can be used] 

effectively." 

The Website's Medical page and its Mobile page prominently claimed that 
Respondents' iV treatments are "Safe for all ages" and that they cause "No 

time." The website's Medical page and its Mobile page 
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iV Bars Disclaimers 

l. At the bottom of almost all of the iV Bars Website pages, Respondents 
included the following statement in grayed-
DISCLAIMER THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN 
EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. 
THESE PRODUCTS ARE NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, 
CURE 

(See, e.g., Exhibit A-1) 

m. A number of the iV Bars Website pages also contained the following 
statement: 

Disclaimer: You should consult your physician before taking vitamins, 
minerals, nutritional supplements or herbal products. Our vitamins and 
nutritional supplement products on this site are not intended to diagnose, 
treat, cure or prevent any disease. Final product ingredients and dosages 
may vary depending on personal requirements and availability. Statements 
made here have not been evaluated by FDA. 

(Exhibit A-20 to 32) 

iV Bars Safety Claims 

n. 
to both prevent and help treat a wide variety of conditions safely and 

The Website homepage did not contain a disclaimer or 
disclosure related to this unqualified safety claim. 

(Exhibit A-1) 

o. 

side effects or down 
did not contain disclaimers or disclosures related to these unqualified safety 
claims. 

(Exhibit A-7 & 10) 



  

      
      

    
   

      

 

 

      
   

         
        

     

    
   

 

      

        
   

     
      

        
   

    
 

 

 

      
      

    
    

      

  

 

 

  

      
   

 

 

         
        

     

    
   

  

 

      
 

 

        
    

     
      

        
   

 

 

Buried in the Website's multiple Science pages was a disclosure that: 

"infiltration", in which the walls of the vein rupture and the iV fluid leaks 

The Science pages also contained a lengthy discussion of "Side Effects and 
Precautions" for the Myers Cocktail that revealed a number of safety 

receiving a Myers'; both patients had been taking medications known to 

um out of the Myers' when treating patients with 
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p. 

Small risks are associated with the intravenous injection process, which 
may include bruising around the injection site, and are similar to the risks 
of having your blood drawn for lab tests. Side Effects of treatment can 
include bruising around the site of the needle stick. Some patients may have 
a tendency to vascular fragility, and can suffer a phenomenon known as 

into the surrounding tissue causing local burning. 

(Exhibit A-11) 

q. 

concerns, including the following statements: 

Too rapid administration of magnesium can cause hypo-tension, which can 
lead to light-headedness or even syncope [temporary loss of 
consciousness]. 

* * * 

The shift of potassium from the serum to the intracellular space can trigger 
hypokalemia [low level of potassium in the blood serum]. The author has 
seen two patients develop severe muscle cramps several hours after 

deplete potassium. Hypokalemia also increases the risk of digoxin-induced 
cardiac arrhythmias. [One patient] developed an arrhythmia, which 
required short-term treatment in the intensive care unit. 

* * * 

For elderly or frail individuals, it may be advisable to start with lower 
doses[.] 

* * * 

[H]ypercalcemia can cause cardiac arrhythmias. For that reason, the author 
has tended to leave calci 
cardiac disease . . . . Anaphylactic reactions to IV thiamine have been 
reported on rare occasions. Only three such reactions have been identified 
in the U.S. literature since 1946. However, in the world literature, a total of 
nine deaths attributed to thiamine administration were reported between 
1965 and 1985. 

(Exhibit A-16 & 17) 



The Science pages' ultimate "Conclusion" stated, "The Myers' has been 

effective treatment for a wide range of clinical conditions." 

page "Consent and Authorization for Intravenous Therapy Procedures" 
form releasing Respondents from liability ("Release Form"). An example of the Release Form is 
attached as Exhibit B. This Release Form disclosed that there are "risks" and "potentially 
dangerous side effects" involved with Respondents' iV treatment 

• Headache • Nausea • Diarrhea • Bloating • Constipation • Indigestion or heartburn • 
Abnormal bleeding • Gastrointestinal hyperactivity • Chest pain • Flushed face • Chills • 
Fever • upset stomach • Kidney stones • Fingernail weakening • Hair loss • Rapid 
heartbeat heart palpitations • Restlessness • Muscle cramps and weakness • Dizziness 

• Itching of skin • Hives • Rashes • Wheezing • Difficulty breathing • Swelling of mouth or 
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r. 
found by the author and hundreds of other practitioners to be a safe and 

(Exhibit A-17) 

7. After arriving at iV Bars, but before being given an iV treatment, consumers are 
required to sign a two-

s and contained the following 
statements, among others: 

Risks: I understand there is risk of mild diarrhea, upset stomach, nausea, a feeling of pain 
and a warm sensation at the site of the injection, a feeling, or a sense, of being swollen 
over the entire body, headache and joint pain. 

* * * 

Uncommon side effects are much more serious than the common side effects of Vitamin 
injections, and such side effects should be reported to a physician to be evaluated for 
seriousness. Uncommon and dangerous side effects include: 

* * * 

I understand the possibility of having an allergic reaction to any of the ingredients found 
within the Vitamin injection is quite plausible . . . . If I experience any of these following 
signs of allergic reactions I should immediately consult my primary health care Physician 
and discontinue further use of the product. Signs of allergic reactions include, but [sic] not 
limited to: 

throat 

* * * 

When medications are taken in conjunction with the Vitamin Injection, drug interactions 
could occur. These interactions can either increase your risk of bleeding or block the 
absorption of the Vitamins into the body. 

(Exhibit B-1 & 2) 



  

      

       
   

        
       

     
         

  
       

 

   
     

      
 

     
        

       
       

 

   

          
    

   

     
 

   

 

    
 

 

 

  
      

       
   

 

         
       

     
         

   
       

  

    
      

      
  

 
     

        
       

       

   

 
    

           
     

 

     

      
  

     

   

Respondents' Website was replete with depictions of men and women 

"iV Bars Research Lab" with experienced biologists, chemists, pharmacists, medical doctors, 

research, tests, or studies of the safety or efficacy of Respondents' iV 

Intravenous Micronutrient Therapy (Myers' 

The safety risks and potential complications from Respondents' iV treatm 

susceptible to some of these risks and side effects. Respondents' own Website and Release Forms 
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Falsity and Lack of Substantiation 

8. Although 
dressed in white lab coats looking through microscopes and Respondents claimed to operate an 

naturopathic doctors and exercise physiologists, no such iV Bars Research Lab exists. In addition, 
neither Respondents, nor any third party commissioned by Respondents, conducted clinical 

Cocktails. 

9. There has been only one randomized and controlled human clinical trial of an iV 
Cocktail advertised by Respondents. That pilot study was of the Myers Cocktail given to patients 
with fibromyalgia. Although the study found a strong placebo effect, it found no statistically 
significant differences between subjects given the Myers Cocktail and those given a placebo, in 
any outcome measure, at 8 and 16 weeks. (See 
Cocktail) for Fibromyalgia: A Placebo-Controlled Pilot Study. Journal of Alternative and 
Complementary Medicine (March 2009)). 

10. The purported substantiation relied on by Respondents for their disease treatment 
claims consists of anecdotal stories of iV therapy patients and studies and articles regarding 
individual active ingredients given to animals or humans in significantly different doses, 
formulations, routes of administration, or regimens than those advertised by Respondents. 

11. ents 
include infection, hypersensitivity and other allergic reactions, drug interactions, infiltration of iV 
fluid into the soft tissue outside the vain, hematoma, air embolism causing air to enter the vain, 
blood clots, phlebitis, and cellulitis. Potential side effects include diarrhea, upset stomach, nausea, 
bloating, constipation, headache, and joint pain. In addition, elderly consumers may be more 

acknowledge many of these risks and side effects. 

Count I 
False or Unsubstantiated Safety and Efficacy Claims 

12. In connection with the advertising, promotion, offering for sale, or sale of iV 
Cocktails, Respondents have represented, directly or indirectly, expressly or by implication, that 
their iV Cocktails: 

a. are an effective treatment for cancer; 

b. are an effective treatment for angina, cardiovascular disease, congestive 
heart failure, and myocardial infarction; 

c. are an effective treatment for multiple sclerosis; 

d. are an effective treatment for diabetes; 



 

   

  

 

 

         
  

     
   

    

 

    

   

 

     

    

  

   

   

          
   

 
 

      
   

  

     
 

  

  

  

   

   

 

  

     
 

  

  

  

Respondents' iV Cocktails are clinically or scientifically proven to: 

In fact Respondents' iV Cocktails are not clinically or scientifically proven to: 

223 A & O ENTERPRISES INC 

Complaint 

e. are an effective treatment for fibromyalgia; 

f. are an effective treatment for neurodegenerative disorders; 

g. produce fast, lasting results; 

h. are safe for all ages; and 

i. cause no side effects. 

13. The representations set forth in Paragraph 12 are false or misleading, or were not 
substantiated at the time the representations were made. 

Count II 
False Establishment Claims 

14. In connection with the advertising, promotion, offering for sale, or sale of iV 
Cocktails, Respondents have represented, directly or indirectly, expressly or by implication, that 

a. treat cancer; 

b. treat angina, cardiovascular disease, congestive heart failure, and 
myocardial infarction; 

c. treat multiple sclerosis; 

d. treat diabetes; 

e. treat fibromyalgia; 

f. treat neurodegenerative disorders; and 

g. produce fast, lasting results. 

15. 

a. treat cancer; 

b. treat angina, cardiovascular disease, congestive heart failure, and 
myocardial infarction; 

c. treat multiple sclerosis; 

d. treat diabetes; 

e. treat fibromyalgia; 
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f. treat neurodegenerative disorders; and 

g. produce fast, lasting results. 

16. Therefore, the representations set forth in Paragraph 14 are false or misleading. 

Violations of Sections 5 and 12 

17. The acts and practices of Respondents as alleged in this complaint constitute unfair 
or deceptive acts or practices, and the making of false advertisements, in or affecting commerce in 
violation of Sections 5(a) and 12 of the Federal Trade Commission Act. 

THEREFORE, the Federal Trade Commission this thirteenth day of February 2019, has 
issued this Complaint against Respondents. 

By the Commission. Commissioner Wilson not participating. 
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I BARS 

IN fHE VALLEY 

27 Main Street 
Suite C 104E 
Edwards, Colorado 
Website: iVBarsVail.com 
email: info@ivbars.com 

Consent and AUthOrization fOI 
Intravenous Therapy Procedures 

Client ' s name Date. _________ _ 

Vitamins are vital for our body's normal function and are absolutely necessary for our growth, general 
well-be.ing, and vitality. Except for a few exceptions, vitamins cannot be manufactured or synthesized by 
the body and their absence or improper absprption results in specific deficiency diseases. Therefore it is 
important for our body to obtain vitamins from outside sources to battJe against the chance for a 
deficiency. Latest re.searches indicate that many vitamins taken in large doses can have miraculous 
healing effects in a wide range of common complajnts and illnesses. Proper vitamin injections can supply 
the much needed nutrients your body needs to maintain and enhance normal bodily functions. 

Vitamin Injections are better absorbed by the body since they go directly into the blood stream. 
Alternatives to these injections are Oral Vitamins, caps.utes, Liquid drinks, Lotions, Topical Creams, and 
Mouth Sprays. 

Vitamin Injections common side effects include but are not limited to: 

1. Risks: I understand there is risk of mild diarrhea, upset stomach, nausea, a feeling of paill and a warm 
sensation at the site of the injection, a feeling, or a sense, of'being swollen over the entire body, 
headache and joint pain_ 

2. tf any of these side effects become severe or t roublesome I will contact my physician immediatety. 

3. 1 understand that although rare Vrtamin injections can result in serious side effects. Although thi:S is a 
relatively rare occurrence, anyone taking Vitamin injections should be aware of the possibility. 
Uncommon side effects are much more serious than the common side effects of Vitamin injections, and 
such side effects should be reported to a physician to be evaluated for seriousness. Uncommon and 
dangerous side effects indude:. 

• Headache • Nausea • Diarrhea • Bloating • Constipation • Indigestion or heartburn 
• Abnormal bleeding • Gastrointestinal hyperactivity • Chest pain • Flushed face • Chills 
• Fever • upset stomach • Kidney stones • Fingernail weakening • Hair loss 
• Rapid heartbeat heartif)alpitations • Restjessness • Muscle cramps and weakness • Dizzjness 

4. I understand the possibility of having an aJlergic reaction to any of the ingredients found within the 
Vitamin injection is quite plausible and that I should communicate with my Physician if I have any known 
allergic reactions to foods, dyes, preseivatives. or any other substances. If I experience any of these 
following signs of a llergic reactions I should immediate1y consult my primary health care Physician and 
discontinue further use of the product. Signs of allergic reactions include, but not limited to: 

• Itching of skin • Hives • Rashes • Wheezjng • Difficulty breathing • Swelling of mouth or throat 

FOIA CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT 
REOUESTEO SY BRACEWELL Ll.P EXHSIT B · 1 
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5. When medications are taken in conjunction with the Vitamin Injection, drug interactions could occur. 
These interactions can either increase your r isk of bleeding or block the absorption of the Vitamins into 

the body. These medications at the time of your injection should either be discontinued or be consulted 
with by a Physician. Some of the medications that may cause drug interactions include, but are not 

limit ed to: 

• Heparin (Fragmin, Lovenox, lnnohep ... ect.) • Antithrombin (A Trfn, Thrombate Ill) 

• Argatroban • Aspirin • Ibuprofen • Oipyridamole (Persantine) • Bivalirudin {Angioma.x) 
• Clopidogre.l (Plavix) • Warfarin (Coumadin, Jantoven) 

• Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs ( Ibuprofen, etc.) 

6. Before starting the Vitam in injections I will make sure to tell my Physidan if I am pregnant, lactating or 

have any of the foUowing conditions. 

• Leber's Disease • Kidney dJsease • History of Kjdney stones • Liver disease • Hormonal disease 

• cardiovascular disease • History of ulcers • History of gastrointestinal problems 
• Bipolar disorder (manic depression) • Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) 

• M uscular Dystrophy • Ellipt ic seizures • Hypoglycemia • Schizophrenia 
• Benign prostatic hypertrophy (BPH) • Acetaminophen poisoning • Hypertension (high blood pressure) 
• History of seizures • Under-active thyroid (hypothyroidism) • Osteoporosis 

• Receiving t reatment or taking any medicaUon that might "thin" the blood 

• Receiving treatment or taking medication that has an effect on bone marrow 

• An infection • Iron deficiency • Folic acid deficiency 
• Dependent on intravenous nutr ition (TPN) or liquid nutrition products for food • Diabetes, mellitus, or 
high blood sugar levels 

• An unusual or allergic reaction other medicines, foods, dyes, or preservatives 

7. 1 understand t hat certain herbal products, vitamins, minerals, nutritional supplements, prescription and 

non-prescription medications may result in side effects when they interact w ith the Vitamin Injection. 

8. Treatments: W ill be determined by the provjder. I understand and agree that all services rendered t o 
me are charged directly to me and that I am personalty responsible for payment. I further agree in the 

event of nonpayment, to bear the cost of collection, and/or Court cost and reasonable legal fees, should 
this be required. By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read the foregoing informed consent and 
agree to the t reatment with its associated risks. I hereby give consent to perform this and all subsequent 
Vitam in Injections with the above understood. I hereby release the doctor, the person injecting the 

Vitamin Injection, and the facility from liability associated with this procedure. 

Pr int Name: __________ _ 

Contact No: ________ _ 
Date.: ______ Time: ___ _ 
Patient Signature:~-------

FOIA CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT 
REOUESTE.O SY BRACEWELL LLP 

Nurse/ EMT Print Name: _____ _ 

Signature: __________ _ 
Date: ______ nme:. ___ _ 
Nurse/EMT Signarure:. _____ _ 

IVS-FTC-000172 
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Federal Trade Com.mission ("Com.mission") initiated an investigation of certain acts 
and practices of the Respondents named in the caption. The Com.mission's Bureau of Consumer 
Protection ("BCP") prepared and furnished to Respondents a draft Complaint. BCP 

("Consent Agreement"). The Consent Agreement includes: 1) statements by Respondents that 

Com.mission's Rules. 
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DECISION 

The 

proposed to 
present the draft Complaint to the Commission for its consideration. If issued by the 
Commission, the draft Complaint would charge the Respondents with violations of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act. 

Respondents and BCP thereafter executed an Agreement Containing Consent Order 

they neither admit nor deny any of the allegations in the Complaint, except as specifically stated 
in this Decision and Order, and that only for purposes of this action, they admit the facts 
necessary to establish jurisdiction; and 2) waivers and other provisions as required by the 

The Commission considered the matter and determined that it had reason to believe that 
Respondents have violated the Federal Trade Commission Act, and that a Complaint should issue 
stating its charges in that respect. The Commission accepted the executed Consent Agreement 
and placed it on the public record for a period of 30 days for the receipt and consideration of 
public comments. The Commission duly considered any comments received from interested 
persons pursuant to Commission Rule 2.34, 16 C.F.R. § 2.34. Now, in further conformity with 
the procedure prescribed in Commission Rule 2.34, the Commission issues its Complaint, makes 
the following Findings, and issues the following Order: 

Findings 

1. The Respondents are: 

a. Respondent A & O Enterprises Inc, a Wyoming corporation, also doing 
business as iV Bars Incorporated and iV Bars, with its principal office or 
place of business at 4101 Centurion Way, Addison, Texas 75001. 

b. Respondent Aaron K. Roberts, also known as Aaron Keith, the owner and 
operating manager of A & O Enterprises Inc. Individually or in concert 
with others, he formulates, directs, or controls the policies, acts, or 
practices of A & O Enterprises Inc. His principal office or place of 
business is the same as that of A & O Enterprises Inc. 

2. The Commission has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this proceeding and 
over the Respondents, and the proceeding is in the public interest. 



  

 

 

    
        

   
       

      
     

 

    

  

     

 

 

 
       

     
         

    
 

  

 

 

   

 
 

 
    
        

     
       

      
     

  

 
    

 

 
  

 

 
     

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

  

  
       

     
         

"Covered product" means any intravenous therapy, including Respondents' iV 

"Essentially equivalent product" means a product that contains the identical 

"Intramuscular injection" means the injection of substances, including mixtures of 

"Intravenous therapy" means the infusion of substances, including mixtures of 

"iV Cocktail" means any intravenous therapy, advertised, promoted, offered for 

"Respondents" means the Corporate Respondent and the Individual Respondent, 

"Corporate Respondent" means A & 0 Enterprises Inc, also doing business 

"Individual Respondent" means Aaron K. Roberts, also known as Aaron 

that Respondents, and Respondents' officers, agents, employees, and 
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ORDER 

Definitions 

For purposes of this Order, the following definitions apply: 

A. 
Cocktails, and any intramuscular injection. 

B. 
ingredients, except for inactive ingredients (e.g., inactive binders, colors, fillers, 
excipients), in the same form and dosage, and with the same route of 
administration (e.g., intravenous), as the covered product; provided that the 
covered product may contain additional ingredients if reliable scientific evidence 
generally accepted by experts in the field indicates that the amount and 
combination of additional ingredients are unlikely to impede or inhibit the 
effectiveness of the ingredients in the essentially equivalent product. 

C. 
water, vitamins, minerals, amino acids, or other active ingredients, directly into 
human muscle. 

D. 
water, vitamins, minerals, amino acids, or other ingredients, directly into the 
human bloodstream. 

E. 
sale, or sold by Respondents, including the Myers Cocktail and the Immune 
Booster. 

F. 
individually, collectively, or in any combination. 

1. 
as iV Bars Incorporated and iV Bars, and its successors and assigns. 

2. 
Keith. 

Provisions 

I. Prohibited Disease Claims 

IT IS ORDERED 
attorneys, and all other persons in active concert or participation with any of them, who receive 
actual notice of this Order, whether acting directly or indirectly, in connection with the 
advertising, promotion, offering for sale, or sale of any covered product must not make any 



 

 

    

 

     

   

 

   

    

     
      

  
       

   
         

  
         

    
         

    
         

 

  
      

      
        

    
       

     
    

         

   

  

    
 

   

      
 

     

   

     

      

    

  

     
       

  
       

   
         

  
        

    
         

    
        

  

 

   
      

      
        

    
       

     
    

         

the representation is true. For purposes of this Provision, "competent and reliable scientific 
evidence" means human clinical testing of the covered product or 

that Respondents, and Respondents' officers, agents, 
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representation, or assist others in making any representation, expressly or by implication, that 
such product: 

A. Is an effective treatment for cancer; 

B. Is an effective treatment for angina, cardiovascular disease, congestive heart 
failure, or myocardial infarction; 

C. Is an effective treatment for multiple sclerosis; 

D. Is an effective treatment for diabetes; 

E. Is an effective treatment for fibromyalgia; 

F. Is an effective treatment for neurodegenerative disorders; 

G. Produces fast, lasting results; or 

H. Cures, mitigates, or treats any disease; 

unless the representation is non-misleading, including that, at the time such representation is 
made, they possess and rely upon competent and reliable scientific evidence that substantiates that 

of an essentially equivalent 
product that is sufficient in quality and quantity, based on standards generally accepted by experts 
in the relevant disease, condition, or function to which the representation relates, when considered 
in light of the entire body of relevant and reliable scientific evidence, to substantiate that the 
representation is true.  Such testing must (1) be randomized, double-blind, and placebo-controlled; 
and (2) be conducted by researchers qualified by training and experience to conduct such testing. 
In addition, all underlying or supporting data and documents generally accepted by experts in the 
relevant field as relevant to an assessment of such testing as described in the Provision titled 
Preservation of Records Relating to Competent and Reliable Human Clinical Tests or Studies 
must be available for inspection and production to the Commission. Respondents will have the 
burden of proving that a product satisfies the definition of an essentially equivalent product. 

II. Prohibited Health Benefit and Safety Claims 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED 
employees, and attorneys, and all other persons in active concert or participation with any of 
them, who receive actual notice of this Order, whether acting directly or indirectly, in connection 
with the advertising, promotion, offering for sale, or sale of any covered product must not make 
any representation, or assist others in making any representation, other than representations 
covered under the Provision titled Prohibited Disease Claims, expressly or by implication, about 
the health benefits, efficacy, safety, or side effects of such product, unless the representation is 
non-misleading, including that, at the time such representation is made, they possess and rely 
upon competent and reliable scientific evidence that is sufficient in quality and quantity based on 



  

 

   
     

       

       
       

       
       

       
        

  
      

        
         

 

  
      

       
         

    

    

   

  

 

  
      

      
          

    

     
  

        
     

    
 

  

   
      

      

       
       

        
       

       
         

  
      

        
        

  

 

   
      

       
         

    
 

     
 

    
  

    

  

   
      

      
          

    
 

      
  

         
     

"competent and reliable scientific evidence" means tests, analyses, research, or studies that (1) 

that Respondents, and Respondents' officers, agents, 

that Respondents, and Respondents' officers, agents, 
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standards generally accepted by experts in the relevant disease, condition, or function to which the 
representation relates, when considered in light of the entire body of relevant and reliable 
scientific evidence, to substantiate that the representation is true. For purposes of this Provision, 

have been conducted and evaluated in an objective manner by experts in the relevant disease, 
condition, or function to which the representation relates; (2) that are generally accepted by such 
experts to yield accurate and reliable results; and (3) that are randomized, double-blind, and 
placebo-controlled human clinical testing of the covered product, or of an essentially equivalent 
product, when such experts would generally require such human clinical testing to substantiate 
that the representation is true. In addition, when such tests or studies are human clinical tests or 
studies, all underlying or supporting data and documents generally accepted by experts in the field 
as relevant to an assessment of such testing as described in the Provision of this Order titled 
Preservation of Records Relating to Competent and Reliable Human Clinical Tests or Studies 
must be available for inspection and production to the Commission. Respondents will have the 
burden of proving that a product satisfies the definition of an essentially equivalent product. 

III. Prohibited Misrepresentations Regarding an iV Bars Research Lab 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED 
employees, and attorneys, and all other persons in active concert or participation with any of 
them, who receive actual notice of this Order, whether acting, directly or indirectly, in connection 
with the advertising, promotion, offering for sale, or sale of any covered product must not make 
any misrepresentation, or assist others in making any misrepresentation, expressly or by 
implication that Respondents: 

A. Assembled physicians, biochemists, or physiologists to create the formulas for 
their products; 

B. Employ biologists, chemists, pharmacists, medical doctors, naturopathic doctors, 
or exercise physiologists to test or approve their products; or 

C. Maintain a research facility, including an iV Bars Research Lab. 

IV. Prohibited Misrepresentations Regarding Tests, Studies, or Other Research 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED 
employees, and attorneys, and all other persons in active concert or participation with any of 
them, who receive actual notice of this Order, whether acting directly or indirectly, in connection 
with the advertising, promotion, offering for sale, or sale of any product or service must not make 
any misrepresentation, or assist others in making any misrepresentation, expressly or by 
implication: 

A. About the existence, contents, validity, results, conclusions, or interpretations of 
any test, study, or other research, including that studies, research, or trials prove 
that such product or service is an effective treatment for cancer, angina, 
cardiovascular disease, congestive heart failure, myocardial infarction, multiple 



 

 

    
 

       

 

       

      
 

       
       

   

      

   
    

       
     

 

     
   

      

      
              

    
    

  
         

   

   

  

    
  

        
 

 
  

        

      
  

        
       

    

       
 

     
    

       
     

  

      
   

 

       

       
         

    
    

 

    
         

    

("test") upon which Respondents rely to substantiate any claim covered by this Order, 

communications and contracts between any sponsor and the test's researchers. 

Respondent; (2) any Respondent's officers, agents, representatives, or employees; (3) any 

contained in the product at issue to any of the foregoing or to the product's manufacturer; or ( 6) 

" " means a report of the test has been 
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sclerosis, diabetes, fibromyalgia, or neurodegenerative disorders or produces fast, 
lasting results; or 

B. That any benefit of such product or service is scientifically or clinically proven or 
otherwise established. 

V. Preservation of Records Relating to 
Competent and Reliable Human Clinical Tests or Studies 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, with regard to any human clinical test or study 

Respondents must secure and preserve all underlying or supporting data and documents generally 
accepted by experts in the field as relevant to an assessment of the test, including: 

A. All protocols and protocol amendments, reports, articles, write-ups, or other 
accounts of the results of the test, and drafts of such documents reviewed by the 
test sponsor or any other person not employed by the research entity; 

B. All documents referring or relating to recruitment; randomization; instructions, 
including oral instructions, to participants; and participant compliance; 

C. Documents sufficient to identify all test participants, including any participants 
who did not complete the test, and all communications with any participants 
relating to the test; all raw data collected from participants enrolled in the test, 
including any participants who did not complete the test; source documents for 
such data; any data dictionaries; and any case report forms; 

D. All documents referring or relating to any statistical analysis of any test data, 
including any pretest analysis, intent-to-treat analysis, or between-group analysis 
performed on any test data; and 

E. All documents referring or relating to the sponsorship of the test, including all 

Provided, however, the preceding preservation requirement does not apply to a reliably reported 
test, unless the test was conducted, controlled, or sponsored, in whole or in part by (1) any 

other person or entity in active concert or participation with any Respondent; (4) any person or 
entity affiliated with or acting on behalf of any Respondent; (5) any supplier of any ingredient 

the supplier or manufacturer of such product. 

For purposes of this Provision, reliably reported test 
published in a peer-reviewed journal, and such published report provides sufficient information 
about the test for experts in the relevant field to assess the reliability of the results. 



  

 

     
     

         
    

  

    
      

       
        

       

     
     

       
  

   
       

       
          

     
       

       
           

  

           
      

 

      

    
 

  

     
     

        
    

  

 

 

     
      

       
         

 

        
 

        
     

 

        
  

   
      

       
          

     
       

      
          

   

            
      

 

  

       
 

physical safeguards appropriate to Respondents' size and complexity, the nature and 
Respondents' activities, and the sensitivity of the personal information collected from or about the 

Respondents' officers, agents, e 

Drug Administration ("FDA"), or under any new drug application approved by the FDA. 
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For any test conducted, controlled, or sponsored, in whole or in part, by Respondents, 
Respondents must establish and maintain reasonable procedures to protect the confidentiality, 
security, and integrity of any personal information collected from or about participants. These 
procedures must be documented in writing and must contain administrative, technical, and 

scope of 

participants. 

VI. FDA Approved Claims 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that nothing in this Order prohibits Respondents, or 
mployees, and attorneys, or all other persons in active concert or 

participation with any of them, from making a representation for any drug that is approved in 
labeling for such drug under any tentative final or final monograph promulgated by the Food and 

VII. Acknowledgments of the Order 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondents obtain acknowledgments of receipt of 
this Order: 

A. Each Respondent, within 10 days after the effective date of this Order, must submit 
to the Commission an acknowledgment of receipt of this Order sworn under 
penalty of perjury. 

B. For 10 years after the issuance date of this Order, Individual Respondent for any 
business that such Respondent, individually or collectively with any other 
Respondents, is the majority owner or controls directly or indirectly, and Corporate 
Respondent, must deliver a copy of this Order to: (1) all principals, officers, 
directors, and LLC managers and members; (2) all employees having managerial 
responsibilities for conduct related to the subject matter of the Order and all agents 
and representatives who participate in conduct related to the subject matter of the 
Order; and (3) any business entity resulting from any change in structure as set 
forth in the Provision titled Compliance Reports and Notices. Delivery must occur 
within 10 days after the effective date of this Order for current personnel. For all 
others, delivery must occur before they assume their responsibilities. 

C. From each individual or entity to which a Respondent delivered a copy of this 
Order, that Respondent must obtain, within 30 days, a signed and dated 
acknowledgment of receipt of this Order. 

VIII. Compliance Report and Notices 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondents make timely submissions to the 
Commission: 



 

 

         
 

        
   

   

  
      

   
     

       
       

       
      

       

     
      

    
    

 

        
    

 

        
          

        
        
      
      

       
      

  
       

    
        

 

   

  

          
  

        
   

   
 

  
      

   
     

       
       

       
      

 

       
 

     
      

    
     

 
 

         
    

  

        
          

        
        
     
      

 

        
     

  
       

    
       

  

Respondent; (b) identify all of that Respondent's businesses by all ofthei 

he Respondent's involvement in each the 
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A. One year after the issuance date of this Order, each Respondent must submit a 
compliance report, sworn under penalty of perjury, in which: 

1. Each Respondent must: (a) identify the primary physical, postal, and email 
address and telephone number, as designated points of contact, which 
representatives of the Commission, may use to communicate with 

r 
names, telephone numbers, and physical, postal, email, and Internet 
addresses; (c) describe the activities of each business, including the goods 
and services offered, the means of advertising, marketing, and sales, and 
the involvement of any other Respondent (which Individual Respondents 
must describe if they know or should know due to their own involvement); 
(d) describe in detail whether and how that Respondent is in compliance 
with each Provision of this Order; and (e) provide a copy of each 
Acknowledgment of the Order obtained pursuant to this Order, unless 
previously submitted to the Commission. 

2. Additionally, the Individual Respondent must: (a) identify all his telephone 
numbers and all his physical, postal, email and Internet addresses, including 
all residences; (b) identify all his business activities, including any business 
for which the Respondent performs services whether as an employee or 
otherwise and any entity in which the Respondent has any ownership 
interest; and (c) describe in detail t 
business activity, including title, role, responsibilities, participation, 
authority, control, and any ownership. 

B. For 10 years after the issuance date of this Order, each Respondent must submit a 
compliance notice, sworn under penalty of perjury, within 14 days of any change 
in the following: 

1. Each Respondent must submit notice of any change in: (a) any designated 
point of contact; or (b) the structure of Corporate Respondent or any entity 
that Respondent has any ownership interest in or controls directly or 
indirectly that may affect compliance obligations arising under this Order, 
including: creation, merger, sale, or dissolution of the entity or any 
subsidiary, parent, or affiliate that engages in any acts or practices subject 
to this Order. 

2. Additionally, the Individual Respondent must submit notice of any change 
in: (a) name, including alias or fictitious name, or residence address; or (b) 
title or role in any business activity, including (i) any business for which 
the Respondent performs services whether as an employee or otherwise and 
(ii) any entity in which the Respondent has any ownership interest and over 
which Respondents have direct or indirect control. For each such business 
activity, also identify its name, physical address, and any Internet address. 



  

 

      
   

     
         

       

     
     

         
      

      
  

        
      

        
       

 

       

   

       

   
 

     

        

 

    
 

  

       
   

 

      
         

      

 

       
     

        
      

     
   

 

         
      

       
       

  

         
 

    

       
 

    
  

      
 

         
 

   

such as by concluding: "I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the 

__ " and supplying the date, signatory's full name, title (if applicable), and 

aspect of the Order, whether as an employee or otherwise, that person's: name; 
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C. Each Respondent must submit notice of the filing of any bankruptcy petition, 
insolvency proceeding, or similar proceeding by or against such Respondent within 
14 days of its filing. 

D. Any submission to the Commission required by this Order to be sworn under 
penalty of perjury must be true and accurate and comply with 28 U.S.C. § 1746, 

United States of America that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on: 

signature. 

E. Unless otherwise directed by a Commission representative in writing, all 
submissions to the Commission pursuant to this Order must be emailed to 
DEbrief@ftc.gov or sent by overnight courier (not the U.S. Postal Service) to: 
Associate Director for Enforcement, Bureau of Consumer Protection, Federal 
Trade Commission, 600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20580. The 
subject line must begin:  In re A & O Enterprises Inc. 

IX. Recordkeeping 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondents must create certain records for 10 years 
after the issuance date of this Order, and retain each such record for 5 years, unless otherwise 
specified below. Specifically, Corporate Respondent and the Individual Respondent for any 
business that such Respondent, individually or collectively with any other Respondents, is a 
majority owner or controls directly or indirectly, must create and retain the following records: 

A. accounting records showing the revenues from all goods or services sold, the costs 
incurred in generating those revenues, and resulting net profit or loss; 

B. personnel records showing, for each person providing services in relation to any 

addresses; telephone numbers; job title or position; dates of service; and (if 
applicable) the reason for termination; 

C. copies or records of all consumer complaints and refund requests, whether received 
directly or indirectly, such as through a third party, and any response; 

D. a copy of each unique advertisement or other marketing material making a 
representation subject to this Order; 

E. for 5 years from the date of the last dissemination of any representation covered by 
this Order: 

1. all materials that were relied upon in making the representation; and 

mailto:DEbrief@ftc.gov


 

 

        

     

       

 

  
 

         
        

    

     
       

      
        

    
     

      
    

     

      
     

    

  

            

          
       

        
  

   

  

         

      
 

        
 

  

   
  

          
       

    
 

      
      

       
       

 

     
     

      
   

     
 

       
     

    
 

   

             

          
        

         
   

  

Respondent's possession, custody, or control that contradicts, qualifies, or 

that, for the purpose of monitoring Respondents' 

Commission's lawful use of co 

publication on the Commission's website (fie.gov) as a final order. This Order will terminate on 
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2. all tests, studies, analysis, other research or other such evidence in 

otherwise calls into question the representation, or the basis relied upon for 
the representation; and 

F. all records necessary to demonstrate full compliance with each provision of this 
Order, including all submissions to the Commission. 

X. Compliance Monitoring 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED 
compliance with this Order: 

A. Within 10 days of receipt of a written request from a representative of the 
Commission, each Respondent must: submit additional compliance reports or 
other requested information, which must be sworn under penalty of perjury, and 
produce records for inspection and copying. 

B. For matters concerning this Order, representatives of the Commission are 
authorized to communicate directly with each Respondent. Respondents must 
permit representatives of the Commission to interview anyone affiliated with any 
Respondent who has agreed to such an interview. The interviewee may have 
counsel present. 

C. The Commission may use all other lawful means, including posing through its 
representatives as consumers, suppliers, or other individuals or entities, to 
Respondents or any individual or entity affiliated with Respondents, without the 
necessity of identification or prior notice. Nothing in this Order limits the 

mpulsory process, pursuant to Sections 9 and 20 of 
the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C. §§ 49, 57b-1. 

D. Upon written request from a representative of the Commission, any consumer 
reporting agency must furnish consumer reports concerning Individual 
Respondent, pursuant to Section 604(2) of the Fair Credit Reporting Act, 15 U.S.C. 
§ 1681b(a)(2). 

XI. Order Effective Dates 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Order is final and effective upon the date of its 

February 13, 2039, or 20 years from the most recent date that the United States or the 
Commission files a complaint (with or without an accompanying settlement) in federal court 
alleging any violation of this Order, whichever comes later; provided, however, that the filing of 
such a complaint will not affect the duration of: 

A. Any Provision in this Order that terminates in less than 20 years; 



  

 

    

            
          

      
            
         

 

  

  

         
  

   
         

      

     
      

       
        

          
      

      

    
 

  

 
 

     
 

             
          

      
            
         

  

   

  

          
  

   
         

      
 

     
      

       
        

          
       

      

 

This Order's application to any Respondent that is not named as a defendant in 

The Federal Trade Commission ("FTC" or "Commission") has accepted, subject to final 

Keith ("respondents"). The proposed consent order ("order") has been placed on the public record 

nd take appropriate action or make final the agreement's proposed order. 

This matter involves respondents' advertising, promotion and sale of intravenous drip 
cocktails ("iV Cocktails"), including the Myers Cocktail, which contain a mixture of water, 

that respondents' actions constitute unfair or deceptive acts or practices and the making of false 
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B. 
such complaint; and 

C. This Order if such complaint is filed after the Order has terminated pursuant to this 
Provision. 

Provided, further, that if such complaint is dismissed or a federal court rules that the Respondent 
did not violate any provision of the Order, and the dismissal or ruling is either not appealed or 
upheld on appeal, then the Order will terminate according to this Provision as though the 
complaint had never been filed, except that the Order will not terminate between the date such 
complaint is filed and the later of the deadline for appealing such dismissal or ruling and the date 
such dismissal or ruling is upheld on appeal. 

By the Commission, Commissioner Wilson not participating. 

ANALYSIS OF CONSENT ORDER TO AID PUBLIC COMMENT 

approval, an agreement containing a consent order from A & O Enterprises Inc, a corporation, 
doing business as iV Bars Incorporated and iV Bars, and Aaron K. Roberts, also known as Aaron 

for 30 days for receipt of comments by interested persons. Comments received during this period 
will become part of the public record. After 30 days, the Commission will again review the 
agreement, and the comments received, and will decide whether it should withdraw from the 
agreement a 

vitamins, minerals and amino acids. According to the FTC complaint, respondents made false or 
unsubstantiated representations that their iV Cocktails are effective treatments for cancer, angina, 
cardiovascular disease, congestive heart failure, myocardial infarction, multiple sclerosis, 
diabetes, fibromyalgia and neurodegenerative disorders, and that their cocktails produce fast, 
lasting results, are safe for all ages and cause no side effects. The FTC also alleges that 
respondents falsely represented that their iV Cocktails are clinically or scientifically proven to 
effectively treat the enumerated diseases and produce fast, lasting results. The complaint alleges 

advertisements, in violation of Sections 5(a) and 12 of the Federal Trade Commission Act. 



 

 

         
       

       
         

   
   

        
       

        

        
   

    
         

      
      

      
 

       
    

    
      

    
     

    
         

 

         
       

        

 
       

        

   

  

         
       

 

       
         

   
   

        
       

        
 

        
   

    
         

      
      

      
  

       
    

    
      

 

    
     

    
         

  

          
       

        
 

 
       

        
 

• The order defines "covered product" to mean any intravenous therapy, including all of 
respondents' iV Cocktails, and any intramuscular injection . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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The order is designed to prevent respondents from engaging in similar acts or practices in 
the future. It includes injunctive relief to address these alleged violations and to prohibit similar 
and related conduct. 

Part I of the order prohibits express or implied claims that any covered product: (1) is an 
effective treatment for cancer, angina, cardiovascular disease, congestive heart failure, 
myocardial infarction, multiple sclerosis, diabetes, fibromyalgia, or neurodegenerative 
disorders, (2) produces fast, lasting results, or (3) cures, mitigates, or treats any disease, 
unless the claim is supported by competent and reliable scientific evidence that is 
sufficient in quality and quantity, based on standards generally accepted by experts in the 
relevant area. It further requires that such substantiation include a randomized, double-
blind, and placebo-controlled human clinical trial. 

Part II of the order prohibits express or implied health benefit, efficacy, safety, or side 
effects claims for any covered product, unless the representation is non-misleading, and, at 
the time the representation is made, proposed respondents possess and rely upon 
competent and reliable scientific evidence that is sufficient in quality and quantity to 
support the claim, based on standards generally accepted by experts in the area. It further 
provides that such substantiation must include a randomized, double-blind, and placebo-
controlled human clinical trial, when experts generally require such human clinical testing 
to substantiate the representation. 

Part III of the order prohibits respondents, in connection with the advertising, promotion, 
offering for sale, or sale of any covered product, from misrepresenting, expressly or by 
implication, that they assembled physicians, biochemists, or physiologists to create, test or 
approve the products, or that they maintain a research facility, including an iV Bars 
Research Lab. 

Part IV of the order prohibits respondents, in connection with the advertising, promotion, 
offering for sale, or sale of any product or service, from making any misrepresentation 
about the existence, contents, validity, results, conclusions, or interpretations of any test, 
study, or other research, or that any product or service is scientifically or clinically proven 
to produce any benefit. 

Part V of the order requires that respondents, with regard to any human clinical test or 
study upon which they rely to substantiate any claim covered by the order, must preserve 
all underlying data and documents generally accepted by experts in the field as relevant to 
an assessment of the test. 

Part VI of the order provides that nothing in the order prohibits respondents from making a 
representation for any drug that is approved in labeling for such drug under any tentative 
final or final monograph promulgated by the Food and Drug Administration, or under any 
new drug application approved by the FDA. 



  

 

        
         

        

      
            

          
        

    
 

  

        
         

        

      
             

 

          
        

requires that respondents submit compliance reports to the FTC one year after the order's issuance 

FTC's continued compliance monitoring of respondents' activity during the order's effective 
dates. Part XI is a provision "sunsetting" the order after 20 years, with cert 

the order's terms. 
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Parts VII through XI are reporting and compliance provisions. Part VII mandates that 
respondents acknowledge receipt of the order and, for 10 years, distribute the order to certain 
employees and agents and secure acknowledgments from recipients of the order. Part VIII 

and submit additional reports when certain events occur. Part IX requires that, for 10 years, 
respondents create certain records and retain them for at least 5 years. Part X provides for the 

ain exceptions. 

The purpose of this analysis is to facilitate public comment on the proposed order. It is not 
intended to constitute an official interpretation of the complaint or order, or to modify in any way 



  

 

 
  

 
 

    

  
 

             
             

               
               

          
        

     
 

          

   

   
       

        
        

    

 

  

  
   

  
  
 

 

 

    
 

   
  

             
             

               
               

         
        

 

 

      
  

            
 

 

    

   
       

        
        

third of the Corpus Christi plant's PET 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act ("FTC Act"), and by 
the Federal Trade Commission ("Commission"), 

having reason to believe that Respondent Corpus Christi Polymers LLC ("CCP"), a joint venture 
between corporate entities under the control of Respondents Alfa S.A.B. de C.V. ("DAK"), 
lndorama Ventures Plc ("lndorama"), controlled by Aloke and Suchitra Lohia, and Far Eastern 
New Century Corporation ("FENC"), intends to acquire certain assets from M&G Resins USA 
LLC and its affiliates ("M&G") in bankruptcy, in violation of Section 5 of the FTC Act, as 
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IN THE MATTER OF 

CORPUS CHRISTI POLYMERS LLC, 
ALFA S.A.B. DE C.V., 

INDORAMA VENTURES PLC, 
FAR EASTERN NEW CENTURY CORPORATION, 

ALOKE LOHIA 
AND 

SUCHITRA LOHIA 

CONSENT ORDER, ETC. IN REGARD TO ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF SECTION 5 OF THE FEDERAL 
TRADE COMMISSION ACT AND SECTION 7 OF THE CLAYTON ACT 

Docket No. C-4672; File No. 181 0030 
Complaint, February 20, 2019 Decision, February 20, 2019 

This consent order addresses the $1.1 billion acquisition by Corpus Christi Polymers LLC of certain assets of M&G 
Chemicals S.A.  The complaint alleges that the joint venture of Alfa, S.A.B. de C.V. (DAK), Indorama Ventures Plc 
(Indorama), and Far Eastern New Century Corporation (FENC) would violate Section 7 of the Clayton Act and 
Section 5 of the Federal Trade Commission Act by lessening competition in the production of polyethylene 
terephthalate resin (PET). The consent order prohibits each joint venture member from owning more than a one-
third equity interest in CCP and from owning tolling rights to more than one-
and PTA capacity, without prior approval from the Commission. 

Participants 

For the Commission: Michael E. Blaisdell, Nicholas Bush, Mary Casale, Keitha Clopper, 
Clarke Edwards, Eric Olson, Marc Schneider, and Julia Zhang. 

For the Respondents: Jeff L. White, Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP; Michael Perry and 
Stephen Weissman, Baker Botts LLP; Edward Biester, Duane Morris LLP. 

COMPLAINT 

virtue of the authority vested in it by said Act, 

amended, 15 U.S.C. § 45, and which, if the acquisition is consummated, may substantially lessen 
competition in violation of Section 7 of the Clayton Act, 15 U.S.C. § 18, and Section 5 of the 
FTC Act, and it appearing to the Commission that a proceeding by it in respect thereof would be 
in the public interest, hereby issues its complaint pursuant to Section 5(b) of the FTC Act, 15 


